
The Weekly Word 
August 22-28, 2022 

 
Hello Bible readers. This week we dig into Hebrews.  I hope you are blessed as you join me. 

Happy reading… 
Grace and Peace, Bill  

 
To hear the Bible read click this link… http://www.biblegateway.com/resources/audio/. 

 

The Study Bible I read has this brief introduction to Hebrews…  
This letter to the Hebrews went to Christians in danger of slipping back into Judaism 

because of persecution. It interprets the Old Testament, explaining many Jewish practices as 
symbols that prepared the way for Christ. It stresses that Christ was from God and is higher than 
angels, Moses, Joshua, and any priest or sacrifice. Chapter 11 recounts the stories of the Old 
Testament heroes of faith. 

 
 

Monday, August 22: Jude 1-4 NIV2011 
5 For to which of the angels did God ever say,  
“You are my Son;  

today I have become your Father”?  
Or again,  

“I will be his Father,  
and he will be my Son”?  

6 And again, when God brings his firstborn into the world, he says,  
“Let all God’s angels worship him.” s  

7 In speaking of the angels he says,  
“He makes his angels spirits,  

and his servants flames of fire.” t  
8 But about the Son he says,  

“Your throne, O God, will last for ever and ever;  
a scepter of justice will be the scepter of your kingdom.  

9 You have loved righteousness and hated wickedness;  
therefore God, your God, has set you above your companions  
by anointing you with the oil of joy.” x  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

Right out of the gate the writer explains that the Son (Jesus although the writer has yet to 
use the name Jesus) is greater than angels. 

Never to an angel did God ever say, “You are my Son; today I have become your Father”?  
and “I will be his Father, and he will be my Son”? But this is what God spoke about the Son. 

Even more God said, Let all God’s angels worship him. Yes, the angels have a special place as 
flaming spirits, but they are not the Son about whom God says, Your throne, O God, will last for 



ever and ever and you have been given the scepter of justice. You love righteousness and hate 
wickedness. You have been set above Your companions and anointed with the oil of joy. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

The Son -Jesus- is above angelic beings. Therefore, the Son is above all created order. 
What’s more in verse 8 He is called God! 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

This opening is all about the supremacy of Jesus the Son of God. Jesus is supreme… God 
Himself, bearer of the scepter of justice! 

 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 

This is a straightforward reminder that Jesus is God and therefore Jesus is above all created 
order. 

 
 

Tuesday, August 23: Hebrews 1:10-14 NIV2011 
10 He also says,  

“In the beginning, Lord, you laid the foundations of the earth,  
and the heavens are the work of your hands.  

11 They will perish, but you remain;  
they will all wear out like a garment.  

12 You will roll them up like a robe;  
like a garment they will be changed.  

But you remain the same,  
and your years will never end.” b  

13 To which of the angels did God ever say,  
“Sit at my right hand  

until I make your enemies  
a footstool for your feet”?  

14 Are not all angels ministering spirits sent to serve those who will inherit salvation?  
 

What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 
The writer continues making the point that Jesus is above the angels. 
Using a handful of OT verses the writer shows the preeminence of the Son. In the beginning 

You created the earth and the heavens are Your works, too. Creation will perish but You will 
remain. You will roll up creation like a garment. Your years will never end.  

To that angel did God ever say, ‘I make your enemies a footstool for your feet’? 
Angels are spirits sent by God to serve those who are saved (implied: the Son as you can see 

is so much more than a ministering spirit sent by God). 
 

What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 



The Son is so much more that an angel. The Son created the earth and heavens (suggesting 
that the Son was before all things were created). The Son lives forever (this together with the 
Son as creator says that the Son is eternal). The Son sits at God’s right hand and God has placed 
all His enemies under His control. 

Angels are merely ministering spirits sent by God. The Son is God. 
 

What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 
Worship Jesus and worship Him alone… He is God! He is above all creation even angels. Am 

I giving Jesus, God’s Son, His due in worship and honor and praise and obedience? Am I?  
 

What does this passage mean and say to us? 
We worship Jesus. We also must be careful not to elevate angels to a status equal to Jesus… 
 
 

Wednesday, August 24: Jude 12-16 NIV2011 
2:1 We must pay the most careful attention, therefore, to what we have heard, so that we do 

not drift away. 2 For since the message spoken through angels was binding, and every violation 
and disobedience received its just punishment, 3 how shall we escape if we ignore so great a 
salvation? This salvation, which was first announced by the Lord, was confirmed to us by those 
who heard him. 4 God also testified to it by signs, wonders and various miracles, and by gifts of 
the Holy Spirit distributed according to his will.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

Pay attention to what you have been taught so you don’t drift away from the faith. If 
angelic messages are binding and people are disciplined when they disobeyed angelic messages 
how much more is God’s great salvation which was announced by the Lord, confirmed by 
witnesses of the faith, and by God Himself who attested it through signs and wonders. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

The essence of this paragraph is captured in the lead sentence. We must pay the most 
careful attention… to what we have heard, so that we do not drift away. 

Angelic pronouncements must be obeyed; how much more God’s great salvation, which 
was announced by the Lord and confirmed by apostles and witnesses to Jesus. God Himself 
confirmed His salvation with sign and wonders. Therefore, we must be careful to abide by it and 
NOT DRIFT AWAY. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

God is saying press into God’s Word and teaching so that I stay strong in the faith and don’t 
slip away into apostacy or heresy. This means I need to maintain diligent study of God’s Word 
and remain connected to the Lord through prayer, study, worship and the like… 

 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 



Church, we are responsible to keep growing in the Lord. As individuals and as a church body 
we must give God’s Word careful attention so that we remain faithful to God’s Word and do 
not drift away. The word ‘drift’ is telling. In the ocean tide a person can drift from shore or a 
long distance down the shore without realizing it. Currents are strong, which is why we need to 
pay “most careful attention” to the teachings of God’s word. 

 
 

Thursday, August 25: Hebrews 2: 5-13 NIV2011 
5 It is not to angels that he has subjected the world to come, about which we are speaking. 

6 But there is a place where someone has testified:  
“What is mankind that you are mindful of them,  

a son of man that you care for him?  
7 You made them a little lower than the angels;  

you crowned them with glory and honor  
8 and put everything under their feet.”, u  

In putting everything under them, God left nothing that is not subject to them. Yet at present we 
do not see everything subject to them. 9 But we do see Jesus, who was made lower than the 
angels for a little while, now crowned with glory and honor because he suffered death, so that 
by the grace of God he might taste death for everyone.  

10 In bringing many sons and daughters to glory, it was fitting that God, for whom and 
through whom everything exists, should make the pioneer of their salvation perfect through 
what he suffered. 11 Both the one who makes people holy and those who are made holy are of 
the same family. So Jesus is not ashamed to call them brothers and sisters. c 12 He says,  

“I will declare your name to my brothers and sisters;  
in the assembly I will sing your praises.” d  

13 And again,  
“I will put my trust in him.” e  

And again he says,  
“Here am I, and the children God has given me.” f  
 

What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 
The writer continues to build the case for Jesus’ supremacy. 
God has not subjected world to come to angels. But God has subjected the world to 

humankind. The writer quotes Psalm 8: 4-6 to make the point. At present we do not see the 
subjugation of everything to humankind. But we do see Jesus (note this is the first use of Jesus’ 
name in the book of Hebrews) who was made human for a little while now crowned with glory 
and honor because He suffered death. Thus, by the grace of God Jesus has tasted death for 
everyone.  

Through His death Jesus brought many sons and daughters to glory. Jesus was made perfect 
by God through suffering. And Jesus who is holy and the people He made holy through His 
death are of the same family. Jesus in not ashamed to call them brothers and sisters. This is 
corroborated through Psalm 22:22 plus Isaiah 8:17 & 18. 

 



What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

The revelation in this passage is that Jesus was made human, “a little lower than the 
angels,” for a little while. If He was made human for a little while, given the context of what has 
been already written, this indicates that Jesus was God before and after this little while! 

The writer understands Jesus, the Son, to be God who was made human for a little while. 
Through Jesus' suffering He was made perfect, thus He was the perfect sacrifice for sins. It is 
this that allowed Jesus to make people -who believe in Him-  holy and incorporate them into His 
family!!! 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

My mind continues to marvel when I think of Jesus fully and forever God becoming human. I 
believe this. It is the core of my faith, yet it still boggles my mind. Today I cling to Jesus… God 
my Savior and Lord. 

 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 

This reading is a theological statement about Jesus being made human so that through His 
suffering He could make people holy. The church needs to keep this truth central in its teaching. 

 
 

Friday, August 26: Hebrews 2:14-18 NIV2011 
14 Since the children have flesh and blood, he too shared in their humanity so that by his 

death he might break the power of him who holds the power of death—that is, the devil—15 and 
free those who all their lives were held in slavery by their fear of death. 16 For surely it is not 
angels he helps, but Abraham’s descendants. 17 For this reason he had to be made like them, m 
fully human in every way, in order that he might become a merciful and faithful high priest in 
service to God, and that he might make atonement for the sins of the people. 18 Because he 
himself suffered when he was tempted, he is able to help those who are being tempted.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

Yesterday we read that Jesus, the Son, became human. Today we learn why Jesus was made 
human. 

Jesus became human and shared our humanity so that He could break the power of the 
devil who holds the fear of death over us. Jesus came to help us -humans- not angels. To do so 
Jesus needed to be made human, fully human in every way, in order to become our merciful 
and faithful high priest before God and so that He could make atonement for our sins. And 
because Jesus suffered when He was tempted, He can help us when we are tempted.  

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

Jesus was made fully human so that He could act as God’s faithful and merciful high priest, 
the bridge between God and humans. Jesus was made human so He could provide atonement 
for human sins. Jesus was made human so that relating to us He could understand our human 



plight and help us. For example, since Jesus suffered when He was tempted, He can help those 
who are being tempted.  

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

The incarnation of Jesus was God’s plan and was built on many reasons. I marvel at the gifts 
that flood my life because of Jesus. Salvation is the first that comes to mind. Knowing that Jesus 
has saved me gives me comfort and removes fear. When I die there is no uncertainty; I will be 
taken to be with the Lord. There is no fear in death thanks to faith in Jesus. 

A second gift is that I can relate to Jesus, my Savior. Being fully human I can learn how to 
live by following His example. And because He is God, He can help me when I am tempted to 
maintain faithfulness in the face of temptation. 

Oh, what joy… knowing Jesus as my Lord and Savior!!!  
Today I find myself resting in Jesus’ love, mercy, and care for me and all who believe. 
 

What does this passage mean and say to us? 
I think for the collective people of God today’s reading reminds us that we have a Savior 

willing to become one of us. The One we worship is the One who came near to us in Jesus. In 
Jesus God crossed the divide created by our sin. God came to us. We dare not boast in our 
salvation… it is all a gift from Jesus who came to us to atone for our sins.  

 
 

Saturday, August 27: Hebrews 3:1-6 NIV2011  
3:1 Therefore, holy brothers and sisters, who share in the heavenly calling, fix your thoughts 

on Jesus, whom we acknowledge as our apostle and high priest. 2 He was faithful to the one who 
appointed him, just as Moses was faithful in all God’s house. 3 Jesus has been found worthy of 
greater honor than Moses, just as the builder of a house has greater honor than the house itself. 
4 For every house is built by someone, but God is the builder of everything. 5 “Moses was faithful 
as a servant in all God’s house,” a bearing witness to what would be spoken by God in the 
future. 6 But Christ is faithful as the Son over God’s house. And we are his house, if indeed we 
hold firmly to our confidence and the hope in which we glory. 

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

The author has explained how Jesus is greater than angels, now the author explains how 
Jesus is greater than Moses. The passage opens with a “Therefore,” so the writer is drawing to a 
conclusion his teachings about Jesus being greater than angels. 

Therefore, blessed believers, people who share in God’s heavenly calling, fix your thoughts 
on Jesus our ‘Sent-One’ and high priest. Jesus was faithful to God who appointed Him just as 
Moses was most faithful among God’s people. Still Jesus has greater honor than Moses just as 
the builder has greater honor that the house the builder builds. Every house is built by 
someone, and God is the builder of everything (note the implicit statement that Jesus is God.) 
Moses was a faithful servant in God’s house, but Jesus is the Son over God’s house. And we -
believers are God/Jesus’ house, if we hold tightly to our confidence and the hope (namely 
Jesus) in which we glory. 

 



What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

The primary thrust of the passage is that Jesus is greater than Moses. Therefore, we need to 
fix our thoughts on Jesus and hold fast to Jesus. For people from the Jewish faith this is huge. 
Moses is the preeminent figure of the Old Testament. Moses led the people to the promised 
land, talked face to face with God on Mt Sinai, and received the law. No one in the OT 
supersedes Moses. Still Jesus is greater! Jesus must be our focus, not Moses. Jesus is God’s Son 
and as such Jesus is over all God’s people. We should meditate and ponder this truth until it is 
pressed deeply into our soul, mind, and heart.   

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

Moses was the preeminent Jew and Jesus is greater than Moses. Jesus is greater than 
angels and now greater than Moses… Jesus is my Savior and I worship Him… I am to fix my mind 
on Jesus so that I hold fast to Jesus, God’s Son. This is where the Spirit has taken me today… 

 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 

Greater than Moses. Greater than the law Moses gave to the people… Jesus is the Son -God 
Himself who saves God’s people. We, the church, are to worship and revere Jesus. He is the one 
upon whom the church must fix its gaze and cling to!!! Anything else that commandeers our 
focus, even Moses, is an error.  

 
 

Sunday, August 28, 2022 –Sunday Worship  
 
 

If any of my thoughts or the Bible readings spark questions send an email reply and I will do my 
best to answer all questions from people on the list… I will answer personal questions privately; 
general questions will be answered in a subsequent email installment.  
 
If you are reading along with me from the Living Hope website you can send questions or request 
being placed on the weekly email list by emailing Lisa at office@LivingHopeCT.org.   

 
 

Click here for an audio link to my sermons, https://livinghopect.org/resources/audio-sermons. 
Sermons are generally posted within 2 days. We also livestream our full services which are up on our 
YouTube channel, https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgKURRsbX92qqIFgDF1iRWA 

 
 

https://livinghopect.org/resources/audio-sermons
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgKURRsbX92qqIFgDF1iRWA

