
The Weekly Word 
August 15-21, 2022 

 
Hello Bible readers. This week we will read Jude and begin Hebrews.  I hope you are blessed 

as you join me. Happy reading… 
Grace and Peace, Bill  

 
To hear the Bible read click this link… http://www.biblegateway.com/resources/audio/. 

 
Monday, August 15: Jude 1-4 NIV2011 

1 Jude, a servant of Jesus Christ and a brother of James,  
To those who have been called, who are loved in God the Father and kept for Jesus Christ:  
2 Mercy, peace and love be yours in abundance.  
3 Dear friends, although I was very eager to write to you about the salvation we share, I felt 

compelled to write and urge you to contend for the faith that was once for all entrusted to God’s 
holy people. 4 For certain individuals whose condemnation was written about long ago have 
secretly slipped in among you. They are ungodly people, who pervert the grace of our God into a 
license for immorality and deny Jesus Christ our only Sovereign and Lord.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

This letter is from Jude, the brother of James and Jesus. It warns about heresies slipping into 
the church. As with ancient letters it begins with the author, then the recipient, then a blessing 
statement and finally the body of the letter. 

Jude names himself a servant of Jesus and brother of James. 
His recipients are named only for those called and loved by God the Father and kept for 

Jesus Christ. 
Mercy, peace and love be yours in abundance. (I love the words in abundance!) 
Friends, I wanted to write about our salvation, however, I felt compelled to warn you to 

contend for the faith, which is under attack from individuals who have slipped into the church. 
These ungodly folk pervert God’s grace into a license for immorality and deny Jesus Christ our 
only Sovereign and Lord. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

A few observations first. Jude doesn’t mention that he, like James, is a brother of Jesus. Like 
Peter, Jude emphasizes that his defining characteristic is being a servant -slave- to Jesus rather 
than his blood relationship to Jesus. 

Jude serves a warning to the church that wolves have slipped into the church and are 
teaching heresies. He names two specific concerns. One, these people have perverted grace 
into a license for immorality (sexual sin). Yes, God’s grace, mercy and forgiveness is always 
available, but in every age the church needs to beware that God’s gifts don’t result in our 
laxness of faith. Yes, the Lord will forgive but we must not presume on God.  We are still called 
to live holy, God-fearing lives! 



Their second heresy is denying Jesus Christ. In truth they are no longer Christians. When 
Jesus Christ is denied then we can no longer call that “faith”! 

Interestingly their two errors encompass the entire human life… the first destroys the life 
we are called to live and the second destroys the core of our faith, belief in Jesus Christ as 
Sovereign and Lord! Thus, the entire Christian faith is gutted. 

Jude’s warnings are applicable today and in every age of the church.  
 

What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 
It is the living portion of Jude’s warning that connects with me. It is so easy to slip into 

licentiousness, whether sexual immorality or any number of other areas of sin. I need to remain 
diligent in my living out of my faith and model my life after my Savior and the people of God 
who have sought to live for the Lord their entire life! 

“Keep at the faith, growing and deepening your life in Jesus, Bill,” is the charge I hear in my 
soul.  

 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 

The thought that these heretical teachings have already slipped into the church issues a 
warning to churches everywhere to be vigilant in guarding the teachings that circulate within 
the fellowship. When false and heretical teachings surface, they need to be cut off… like cancer 
in the body they need to be dealt with quickly and effectively. Now this is a word about clearly 
heretical teachings, not issues upon which faithful believers might disagree on matters of 
interpretation. Thus, the word to the church is know what you believe and keep the body 
within the bounds of Biblical faith.  

 
 

Tuesday, August 16: Jude 5-11 NIV2011 
5 Though you already know all this, I want to remind you that the Lord at one time delivered 

his people out of Egypt, but later destroyed those who did not believe. 6 And the angels who did 
not keep their positions of authority but abandoned their proper dwelling—these he has kept in 
darkness, bound with everlasting chains for judgment on the great Day. 7 In a similar way, 
Sodom and Gomorrah and the surrounding towns gave themselves up to sexual immorality and 
perversion. They serve as an example of those who suffer the punishment of eternal fire.  

8 In the very same way, on the strength of their dreams these ungodly people pollute their 
own bodies, reject authority and heap abuse on celestial beings. 9 But even the archangel 
Michael, when he was disputing with the devil about the body of Moses, did not himself dare to 
condemn him for slander but said, “The Lord rebuke you!” y 10 Yet these people slander whatever 
they do not understand, and the very things they do understand by instinct—as irrational 
animals do—will destroy them.  

11 Woe to them! They have taken the way of Cain; they have rushed for profit into Balaam’s 
error; they have been destroyed in Korah’s rebellion.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

First things first, to understand Jude you better know your OT because Jude piles up illusion 
after allusion to the OT. Also, the similarity of this section with 2Peter is striking. Lastly 



remember the issue at hand from the previous paragraph is that heretical teachers have slipped 
into the ranks of the church.  

Jude opens reminding readers of three times God judged wrongdoing. Even after God 
delivered Israel out of Egypt, He destroyed wrong doers among Israel who didn’t believe (and 
challenged Moses’ leadership; i.e. the rebellion of Korah). God also bound fallen angels in 
darkness until the day of their judgement on God’s great and glorious day. Similarly, Sodom and 
Gomorrah and surrounding towns that gave themselves over to sexual immoralities and 
perversion suffered the punishment of eternal fire. 

As God has done in the past so God will destroy these false teachers who pollute their 
bodies, reject authority and heap abuse on celestial beings. Even the Archangel Michael 
wouldn’t heap abuse on the devil (a celestial being) when he contended for Moses’ body. Still 
these heretics slander things they don’t understand. Remember God will destroy them. 

Woe to them. They have followed the way of Cain (sin), Balaam, Korah and God will destroy 
them as He did those others in the past. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

Be on your guard against these heretics. Their fate is sealed and if you follow them your fate 
will be joined to theirs. There are plenty of examples in the OT of God destroying people bent 
on evil who seek to lead God’s people astray. BEWARE readers. BEWARE church. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

I need to keep my eyes open and my mind alert to people who would seek to lead me and 
other believes away from the Lord and His teachings and into evil.  

 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 

We, the church, need to guard ourselves from error!!! A number of specific errors are used 
as examples.  

Challenging legitimate and godly authority… Korah 
Jealousy and envy… Cain 
Seeking to be like God… Fallen angels 
Sexual Immorality and even perversion… Sodom and Gomorrah 
Seeking profit from ministry… Balaam 
Slandering celestial beings…  
 
 

Wednesday, August 17: Jude 12-16 NIV2011 
12 These people are blemishes at your love feasts, eating with you without the slightest 

qualm—shepherds who feed only themselves. They are clouds without rain, blown along by the 
wind; autumn trees, without fruit and uprooted—twice dead. 13 They are wild waves of the sea, 
foaming up their shame; wandering stars, for whom blackest darkness has been reserved 
forever.  

14 Enoch, the seventh from Adam, prophesied about them: “See, the Lord is coming with 
thousands upon thousands of his holy ones 15 to judge everyone, and to convict all of them of all 



the ungodly acts they have committed in their ungodliness, and of all the defiant words ungodly 
sinners have spoken against him.” p 16 These people are grumblers and faultfinders; they follow 
their own evil desires; they boast about themselves and flatter others for their own advantage.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

Jude continues his tirade against these false teachers… naming them blemishes at your love 
feasts (they are participating at the most significant events in the Christian community life). 
They are shepherds who care for themselves not the flock (some of them are leaders in the 
church). Clouds without rain; uprooted trees without fruit -twice dead; wild waves of the sea 
and the worst fate is reserved for them. 

Enoch prophesied (Jude is referring to some extra-canonical writing) that God would judge 
them and convict them all of their ungodly acts. They grumble and find fault; they follow their 
own evil desires, boast about themselves, and offer flattery to others for their own advantage. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

These heretics are doing all kinds of evil for self-advantage. But God will judge them. God 
will convict them for their evil acts, and He has reserved the worst of punishments for them.  

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

God will judge sin… I must not forget this lest I grow lackadaisical and fall into sin-filled 
patterns. Be on guard against slick talking false teachers! 

 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 

As a body we must be ever vigilant guarding our fellowship from false teachers slipping in to 
destroy the body of Christ.  

 
 

Thursday, August 18: Jude 17-22 NIV2011 
17 But, dear friends, remember what the apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ foretold. 18 They 

said to you, “In the last times there will be scoffers who will follow their own ungodly desires.” 
19 These are the people who divide you, who follow mere natural instincts and do not have the 
Spirit.  

20 But you, dear friends, by building yourselves up in your most holy faith and praying in the 
Holy Spirit, 21 keep yourselves in God’s love as you wait for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ to 
bring you to eternal life.  

22 Be merciful to those who doubt; 23 save others by snatching them from the fire; to others 
show mercy, mixed with fear—hating even the clothing stained by corrupted flesh. e  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

Jude moves toward “so what” given the false teachers he exposed. 
Remember the warnings of the apostles that in the last times scoffers will come who do 

what they want and teach what they want rather than living and teaching the truth. These 
people do not have the Spirit and will divide you. 



But you, dear friends, keep growing in your faith and praying with the power of the Holy 
Spirit. Additionally keep yourselves connected to the Lord’s love as you wait for the return of 
Jesus who will bring you into eternal life. Show mercy to people who doubt. Reach out to 
others saving them from eternal fire. Reach out with mercy mixed with fear -hating even the 
slightest amount of corruption.  

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

Brothers and sisters remember that scoffers will come, don’t be surprised when they do. Be 
on guard by growing in faith, pressing into the Lord and praying in the Spirit. Live faithfully as 
you wait for Jesus’ return and the fullness of eternal life. As you live faithfully show mercy to 
people who doubt. And reach out to people with the love of Jesus that you might bring them to 
faith. And as you reach out be wary of corruption (so that it doesn’t cling to you). 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

I am attracted to the call to reach out to doubters with mercy. People who doubt are often 
newbies who have much growing to do or people who aren’t deeply rooted so they doubt. 
What these people need is mercy not judgement. Also be reaching out to non-believers inviting 
them to the love of God in Jesus and when you reach out, be aware of corruption they carry 
and don’t become tainted with it. 

 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 

God’s people wary of false teachers need bolster themselves in the faith, concentrating on 
growing in Jesus. This is our best defense against heresy. The people of God need to build up 
those who still have doubts through mercy and kindness. And we need to be mindful that many 
people need the love of Jesus, so we need to be reaching out to people not yet in the faith. 
When we reach out, remember these people are still tainted with ungodliness. Don’t let that 
affect you. 

 
 

Friday, August 19: Jude 24-25 NIV2011 
24 To him who is able to keep you from stumbling and to present you before his glorious 

presence without fault and with great joy—25 to the only God our Savior be glory, majesty, 
power and authority, through Jesus Christ our Lord, before all ages, now and forevermore! 
Amen. 

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

Jude concludes his letter with a doxology, a praise of God… 
To God who is able to keep you strong and upright while living so that you can be presented 

with great joy before God through faultless—to the only God and Savior be glory, majesty, 
power and authority through Jesus Christ our Lord… Amen and amen. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 



God alone through Jesus Christ the Lord is the One who can keep us this side of eternity and 
present us with great joy faultless into glory. God deserves all glory, honor, majesty. God is 
power and authority now and forever… Amen. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

Bless our Triune God for who He is and what He alone can do. To God be the glory great 
things He has done and is doing… 

 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 

People of God, praise the Lord!!! 
 
 

Saturday, August 20: Hebrews 1:1-4 NIV2011  
1:1 In the past God spoke to our ancestors through the prophets at many times and in various 

ways, 2 but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed heir of all 
things, and through whom also he made the universe. 3 The Son is the radiance of God’s glory 
and the exact representation of his being, sustaining all things by his powerful word. After he 
had provided purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty in heaven. 4 So 
he became as much superior to the angels as the name he has inherited is superior to theirs. 

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

Today we begin Hebrews, a book lauding the glories of Jesus as God’s son and Savior. 
God has spoken in the past through the prophets but in these last days God has spoken 

through His Son, who is heir of all things and through whom God made the universe. The Son is 
the glory of God and the exact representation of his being. The Son sustains all things by His 
Word. After the Son provided atonement for sins He sat at God’s right hand in heaven. He then 
became as much superior to the angles as His name is superior to theirs. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

The writer introduces his letter by declaring the greatness of Jesus, God’s Son. In these last 
days God has appointed the Son heir of everything and has spoken to us through the Son. The 
Son co-created the universe with God and is God (the radiance of God’s glory and the exact 
representation of his being) who sustains the world simply by His Word. The Son provided 
atonement for sins and now sits at the right hand of God in glory. As such the Son is superior to 
the angels and all created beings.  

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

Today the Word is reminding me about the glory and supremacy of Jesus the Son of God 
and God Himself. To think about Jesus causes my heart to sing the wonders of God… the saving, 
forgiving wonders of God. It is good and spiritually healthy to think on Jesus, the Author and 
Perfector of our faith! 

  
 



What does this passage mean and say to us? 
The Christian faith is all about Jesus… Jesus is our source and anchor. We, as God’s people, 

must never stray from the sure foundation of Jesus!!! This passage is a reminder that we, the 
church, belong to and worship Jesus as Lord. Alleluia Amen. 

 
 

Sunday, August 21, 2022 –Sunday Worship  
 
 

If any of my thoughts or the Bible readings spark questions send an email reply and I will do my 
best to answer all questions from people on the list… I will answer personal questions privately; 
general questions will be answered in a subsequent email installment.  
 
If you are reading along with me from the Living Hope website you can send questions or request 
being placed on the weekly email list by emailing Lisa at office@LivingHopeCT.org.   

 
 

Click here for an audio link to my sermons, https://livinghopect.org/resources/audio-sermons. 
Sermons are generally posted within 2 days. We also livestream our full services which are up on our 
YouTube channel, https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgKURRsbX92qqIFgDF1iRWA 

 
 

https://livinghopect.org/resources/audio-sermons
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgKURRsbX92qqIFgDF1iRWA

