
The Weekly Word 
August 8-14, 2022 

 
Hello Bible readers. This week we will finish 2Peter 2-3 I hope you are blessed as you join 

me. Happy reading… 
Grace and Peace, Bill  

 
To hear the Bible read click this link… http://www.biblegateway.com/resources/audio/. 

 
Monday, August 8: 2Peter 2:4-10 NIV2011 

4 For if God did not spare angels when they sinned, but sent them to hell, putting them in 
chains of darkness to be held for judgment; 5 if he did not spare the ancient world when he 
brought the flood on its ungodly people, but protected Noah, a preacher of righteousness, and 
seven others; 6 if he condemned the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah by burning them to ashes, 
and made them an example of what is going to happen to the ungodly; 7 and if he rescued Lot, a 
righteous man, who was distressed by the depraved conduct of the lawless 8 (for that righteous 
man, living among them day after day, was tormented in his righteous soul by the lawless deeds 
he saw and heard)—9 if this is so, then the Lord knows how to rescue the godly from trials and to 
hold the unrighteous for punishment on the day of judgment. 10 This is especially true of those 
who follow the corrupt desire of the flesh and despise authority.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

On Saturday we read about false prophets and teachers who are teaching heresies and 
leading people astray. Peter tells us that God will judge them.  

Today Peter makes the case for their judgement by reminding us of 3 occasions God has 
already judged some who went astray and tried to lead others astray. God judged the sinful 
angels putting them in hell to await their final judgement. God judged the ancient world 
sending the flood, protecting only Noah and seven of his family. God condemned Sodom and 
Gomorrah destroying those cities and their inhabitants for their rampant sin. God did rescue 
Lot who was distressed by the sin in those towns. From these examples we see that God saves 
the righteous and judges sinners, especially people who follow the corrupt desire of the flesh 
and despise authority.  

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

God will judge those who sin, especially people who practice corrupt desires of the flesh, 
who despise authority and who seek to lead others into their heresy. So, God will judge the 
prophets and teachers who are leading corrupt lives and teaching heresies! At the same time 
God will protect the righteous… so be righteous people of God. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

Trust that the Lord will make things right by judging those who do evil and teach evil. And 
God will save and protect the righteous who seek to live for and with Jesus in our world. 

 



What does this passage mean and say to us? 
As God’s people we need to pursue righteous living, developing God character within our 

lives and within our communities. At the same time understanding that people who do not live 
for the Lord will be punished and people who teach error and heresies will be judged harshly. I 
am reminded of James 3:1: Not many of you should become teachers, my fellow believers, 
because you know that we who teach will be judged more strictly. Teachers will be judged more 
strictly.  

 
 

Tuesday, August 9: 2Peter 2:10b-22 NIV2011 
Bold and arrogant, they are not afraid to heap abuse on celestial beings; 11 yet even angels, 

although they are stronger and more powerful, do not heap abuse on such beings when 
bringing judgment on them from the Lord. 12 But these people blaspheme in matters they do not 
understand. They are like unreasoning animals, creatures of instinct, born only to be caught and 
destroyed, and like animals they too will perish.  

13 They will be paid back with harm for the harm they have done. Their idea of pleasure is to 
carouse in broad daylight. They are blots and blemishes, reveling in their pleasures while they 
feast with you. r 14 With eyes full of adultery, they never stop sinning; they seduce the unstable; 
they are experts in greed—an accursed brood! 15 They have left the straight way and wandered 
off to follow the way of Balaam son of Bezer, who loved the wages of wickedness. 16 But he was 
rebuked for his wrongdoing by a donkey—an animal without speech—who spoke with a human 
voice and restrained the prophet’s madness.  

17 These people are springs without water and mists driven by a storm. Blackest darkness is 
reserved for them. 18 For they mouth empty, boastful words and, by appealing to the lustful 
desires of the flesh, they entice people who are just escaping from those who live in error. 
19 They promise them freedom, while they themselves are slaves of depravity—for “people are 
slaves to whatever has mastered them.” 20 If they have escaped the corruption of the world by 
knowing our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ and are again entangled in it and are overcome, they 
are worse off at the end than they were at the beginning. 21 It would have been better for them 
not to have known the way of righteousness, than to have known it and then to turn their backs 
on the sacred command that was passed on to them. 22 Of them the proverbs are true: “A dog 
returns to its vomit,” and, “A sow that is washed returns to her wallowing in the mud.” 

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

Peter continues his assault on the false prophets and teachers. They heap insults on 
celestial beings (not sure what this means), even angels won’t do this which points to the 
arrogance of these false teachers/prophets. These people blaspheme in matters they do not 
understand. Another show of their arrogance. 

In a chilling statement Peter writes, They will be paid back with harm for the harm they have 
done. Peter paints the starkest of pictures… seducers, adulterous, greedy. They left God’s way 
and followed after Balaam -who was rebuked by God through a donkey! 

Peter heaps more upon them (if only we knew who they actually were), These people are 
springs without water…. Blackest darkness is reserved for them. (Ouch their punishment will be 



GREAT.) They prey on new believers seducing them by appealing to the desires of the flesh. 
They promise freedom but actually enslave even as they themselves are enslaved to depravity.  

Verses 20-21 are difficult. If they have escaped the corruption of the world by knowing our 
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ and are again entangled in it and are overcome, they are worse off 
at the end than they were at the beginning. 21 It would have been better for them not to have 
known the way of righteousness, than to have known it and then to turn their backs on the 
sacred command that was passed on to them. These verses seem to say that if you fall away 
from Jesus and are overcome by the world again you are worse off than if you had never known 
Jesus. This runs counter to many plain passages like Romans 8 and 1John2. Probably the “if” 
beginning both statements is the key, Peter is speaking about an extreme scenario that is 
actually not the case but stands as a warning for people in the church to press into Jesus and 
not be enticed by these false heretics.)  

Peter concludes adding Provers 26:11 followed by a second non-biblical proverb. 
 

What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

Peter paints a most unflattering picture of these false prophets/teachers exposing them for 
who they are and explaining their fate before the Lord. In this involved passage Peter is 
ultimately waring God’s people away from these heretics and calling them to stay close to 
Jesus. 

This is a word appropriate for all of us… stay close to God, avoid error and you will be okay. I 
feel like a broken record; the best way to discern error is to know the truth so well you just 
know something is wrong with the error, even if you cannot precisely pinpoint at first what is 
heretical about the teaching you are hearing. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

My final thoughts encapsulate what God is saying to me… “Bill, your best defense against 
error is knowing God’s truth.”  

 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 

The church needs to increase the priority of everyone learning the Scriptures!  
I read a pieceby Malcom Gladwell that talked about people who were know experts in a 

field. Their initial intuition in their area of expertise can tell something is wrong before they can 
articulate how or why. For example, expert art historians, it is common for these experts to 
sense a painting is a fake and forgery, before they can prove it. As a learned expert their initial 
intuition about a piece is usually later confirmed by deeper scientific analysis.  

My point is that as we study of the Word of God our understanding grows and over time we 
build up an understanding that can trigger intuition… something is wrong with what this 
person/book is saying even before we can articulate what precisely is wrong. So, keep studying 
the Word of God, it is our best defense against pernicious heresies and heretics in sheep’s 
clothing. 

 
 

 



Wednesday, August 10: 2Peter 3:1-7 NIV2011 
3:1 Dear friends, this is now my second letter to you. I have written both of them as 

reminders to stimulate you to wholesome thinking. 2 I want you to recall the words spoken in the 
past by the holy prophets and the command given by our Lord and Savior through your apostles.  

3 Above all, you must understand that in the last days scoffers will come, scoffing and 
following their own evil desires. 4 They will say, “Where is this ‘coming’ he promised? Ever since 
our ancestors died, everything goes on as it has since the beginning of creation.” 5 But they 
deliberately forget that long ago by God’s word the heavens came into being and the earth was 
formed out of water and by water. 6 By these waters also the world of that time was deluged 
and destroyed. 7 By the same word the present heavens and earth are reserved for fire, being 
kept for the day of judgment and destruction of the ungodly.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

Peter takes up a new topic. After reminding readers that his desire is to remind people of 
the words of the OT prophets as well as Jesus’ words and commands spoken through the 
apostles, Peter launches his next topic: the Lord will return. 

Don’t pay attention to the scoffers who deny Jesus’ return saying, “Look around where is 
this coming. For generations people lived and died and the same will be for us.” Problem is they 
forget that simply by speaking a word God created the earth and the waters. And with the same 
water God also deluged and judged the world. The word of God which accomplished all this has 
said that the heavens and earth are being kept for judgment and destruction of the ungodly by 
fire. (Thus, we can trust God’s Word that Jesus will return to judge the living and the dead, as 
the creed says.) 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

I marvel that Peter faced scoffers -deniers that the Lord would come back- way back in the 
first century! Now 2000 years later, practically speaking, most of us live as if the Lord will not 
return at least in our lifetime. Peter’s words are a strong reminder that Jesus will return. And 
this should affect how we live.  

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

Like most people I don’t think about the return of Jesus very often. This creates lowered 
urgency in my living for Jesus. It seems that the Lord is trying to gain my attention to remind me 
that Jesus’ return is a serious aspect of the faith and that I need to orient my life with that truth 
in mind. Practically speaking I believe I need a higher dose of urgency about living faithfully for 
the Lord because Jesus could return any moment and I want to be ready and found at my post 
serving Him. 

 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 

The church and the people of God could also use an added dose of urgency in our living and 
our ‘doing’ of our life together and our witness to Jesus. 

 
 



Thursday, August 11: 2Peter 3:8-10 NIV2011 
8 But do not forget this one thing, dear friends: With the Lord a day is like a thousand years, 

and a thousand years are like a day. 9 The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some 
understand slowness. Instead he is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but 
everyone to come to repentance.  

10 But the day of the Lord will come like a thief. The heavens will disappear with a roar; the 
elements will be destroyed by fire, and the earth and everything done in it will be laid bare.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

In this reading Peter provides a second reason to hold on to the truth that the Lord’s return 
will come… 

Peter explains that God’s timing is different than out timing. As he puts it, With the Lord a 
day is like a thousand years, and a thousand years are like a day. In other words, God doesn’t 
reckon time on a clock or calendar. Since God is outside of time, time doesn’t bind Him. 
(According to Peter’s math, the 2000 years between us and Jesus’ death could be only 2 days to 
God.) 

More so, God is not slow in keeping His promise to return. Instead, His ‘slowness’ is actually 
patience allowing people to come to repentance.  

The Lord will return, be certain of this and His return will be like a thief -at a time we do not 
expect! And when He comes it will be a scene, God will destroy what we know in heaven and 
on earth (Fortunately we have God’s promise in Revelation 21 and in a few verses that God will 
prepare a new heaven and new earth!!!) 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

God does not reckon time like we do… a day to Him could be a thousand years to us and a 
thousand years is like a day… in other words God is outside of time and is not confined by it in 
any way. So don’t get hung up on the fact that God hasn’t returned yet. Instead marvel that 
God’s ‘slowness’ to return is a gift of patience so more people can come to repentance. 

Remember God’s coming again will be like a thief when we least expect it. And his coming 
will be catastrophic for earth and life as we know it… but thanks be to God there is more to 
God’s story a new heaven and new earth promised in the book of Revelation and in a few. 
verses. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

Keep trusting God… he will return, destroy what we have,  all the sin with it, and birth a new 
heaven and earth in which all God’s people will live forever!!! Halleluiah. 

 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 

Keep hanging in there… God will return for His bride, the church! Until then let’s not grow 
weary in waiting but continue to pursue living for Jesus and letting the world know about God’s 
love and mercy. 

 
 



Friday, August 12: 2Peter 3:11-13 NIV2011 
11 Since everything will be destroyed in this way, what kind of people ought you to be? You 

ought to live holy and godly lives 12 as you look forward to the day of God and speed its coming. f 
That day will bring about the destruction of the heavens by fire, and the elements will melt in 
the heat. 13 But in keeping with his promise we are looking forward to a new heaven and a new 
earth, where righteousness dwells.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

Peter, like all NT writers, always comes back to “in light of x, here is how should we live.” 
Given that everything -heaven and earth- will be destroyed…what kind of people ought you 

to be? Answer… live holy and godly lives as you look forward to God’s coming. That day will 
bring destruction of the world we know, but remember God’s promise, “a new heaven and a 
new earth, where righteousness dwells.”  

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

Faith knowledge should lead to holy and godly living. Knowing that the world will be 
destroyed when Christ returns is no different. The truth of God’s return should drive us to holy 
and God-honoring living as we await God’s new heaven and earth. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

Holy and godly living: holy, set apart; my life is for God’s glory. When God called and saved 
me, He set me apart to be His. My life should reflect that. 

Godly, God-honoring: my life should reflect the Lord. Attributes like the Fruit of the Spirit 
should characterize my life. When people watch me do they gain a glimpse, veiled as it is, of 
God? Does my life emulate Jesus? 

 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 

Church, do people see our God in the way we live? Do they see us living and acting with 
love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control, 
perseverance, fidelity and. Other character traits that emulate Jesus? Do they? 

 
 

Saturday, August 13: 2Peter 3-14-18 NIV2011  
14 So then, dear friends, since you are looking forward to this, make every effort to be found 

spotless, blameless and at peace with him. 15 Bear in mind that our Lord’s patience means 
salvation, just as our dear brother Paul also wrote you with the wisdom that God gave him. 16 He 
writes the same way in all his letters, speaking in them of these matters. His letters contain 
some things that are hard to understand, which ignorant and unstable people distort, as they do 
the other Scriptures, to their own destruction.  

17 Therefore, dear friends, since you have been forewarned, be on your guard so that you 
may not be carried away by the error of the lawless and fall from your secure position. 18 But 
grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To him be glory both now 
and forever! Amen. 



 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

The passage tells us that since we are looking forward to the Lord’s coming, we should do 
all in our ability to live as God would have us live, spotless, blameless and at peace with him. 
Remember that the Lord’s patience means salvation (for others). Paul writes about this as well; 
his words can be hard to understand and some people distort Paul’s words to their peril, as 
they do other Scriptures.  

Now that you have been forewarned, be on your guard so you are not enticed and carried 
away by these errors and fall from your secure position. Instead… grow in your understanding 
and love for the Savior Jesus. To him be glory both now and forever! Amen. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

Peter sums up his letter reminding his readers to live lives that honor the Lord and are at 
peace with the Lord. There are people distorting what Paul and other Scriptures say… be 
warned about them. Don’t let these false teachers lead you astray. Live your life to the glory of 
Jesus Christ your Savior.  

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

What I hear from the Lord is a reminder to live my life in a way that honors God. I love the 
line make every effort to be found… at peace with him. This speaks to me.  

Living at peace with the Lord means 1) not sinning, which breaks peace with God. 2) it 
means living relationally connected to the Lord communicating with Him and listening to Him.  
When I am at peace with someone, I have an ongoing and comfortable connection with them 
that allows me to talk about whatever is important and to talk about everyday things as well. 
When I am at peace with someone, I can do things with them or sit silently with them. I am in a 
safe place when I am with them. And this is the kind of connection and relationship the Lord 
desires to have with me. WOW, what a gift 

 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 

How we live matters. This is true corporately in the church as well as  individual Christ-
followers. What is the corporate persona or personality of your fellowship? Does it reflect Jesus 
accurately to the world? 

 
 

Sunday, August 14, 2022 –Sunday Worship  
 
 

If any of my thoughts or the Bible readings spark questions send an email reply, and I will do my 
best to answer all questions from people on the list… I will answer personal questions privately; 
general questions will be answered in a subsequent email installment.  
 
If you are reading along with me from the Living Hope website you can send questions or request 
being placed on the weekly email list by emailing Lisa at office@LivingHopeCT.org.   



 
 

Click here for an audio link to my sermons, https://livinghopect.org/resources/audio-sermons. 
Sermons are generally posted within 2 days. We also livestream our full services which are up on our 
YouTube channel, https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgKURRsbX92qqIFgDF1iRWA 

 
 

https://livinghopect.org/resources/audio-sermons
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgKURRsbX92qqIFgDF1iRWA

