
The Weekly Word 
August 1-7, 2022 

 
Hello Bible readers.  This week we will finish 1Peter 5 and lean into 2Peter. I hope you are 

blessed as you join me. Happy reading… 
Grace and Peace, Bill  

 
To hear the Bible read click this link… http://www.biblegateway.com/resources/audio/. 

 
Monday, August 1: 1Peter 5:8-11 NIV2011 

8 Be alert and of sober mind. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking 
for someone to devour. 9 Resist him, standing firm in the faith, because you know that the family 
of believers throughout the world is undergoing the same kind of sufferings.  

10 And the God of all grace, who called you to his eternal glory in Christ, after you have 
suffered a little while, will himself restore you and make you strong, firm and steadfast. 11 To 
him be the power for ever and ever. Amen.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

Peter concludes his letter with a call to alertness… 
Keep a clear mind and be watching, says Peter, because the devil, the enemy of God and 

God’s church, is on the hunt like a lion looking for people to devour. Resist him (remember 
James gives a very similar teaching)… how? By standing firm in the faith. You are not the only 
ones under attack, it is happening to Jesus-people around the world, too. 

Peter closes with a blessing.  
Our God of grace who called you (think about that God called YOU!) to eternal (not fleeting 

but eternal) glory in Christ, after a brief time of suffering will (note this is a promise, ‘will’) 
“restore you and make you strong, firm and steadfast.” To God be the power forever. Amen. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

Be alert and stand firm, keep your eyes open because the devil is prowling around to 
destroy people. You can resist him by staying firm in the faith. Also remember you are not the 
only ones enduring trials; it is happening to believers around the world. 

Fear not after some time of suffering our God will strengthen you. To God be the power and 
glory forever. Amen. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

Be alert, keep your head on a swivel watching for the schemes and tricks of the devil to trip 
you up and cause you to fall. “Bill, you don’t have to fall for his tricks and lies, stay strong in the 
faith… in Jesus and the Word and you can ward him off.” 

I must remain vigilant and alert… ALWAYS. 
 

What does this passage mean and say to us? 



The people of God must remain firm in the faith, i.e., know God’s Word and God’s teaching 
so they can discern lies and errors all around and not fall into them. God is our foundation and 
only when we stay firmly planted on God’s foundation can we survive the scheming attacks of 
the devil, who is a real enemy of God’s people. 

 
 

Tuesday, August 2: 2Peter 1:1-2 NIV2011 
1:1 Simon Peter, a servant and apostle of Jesus Christ,  
To those who through the righteousness of our God and Savior Jesus Christ have received a 

faith as precious as ours:  
2 Grace and peace be yours in abundance through the knowledge of God and of Jesus our 

Lord.  
 

What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 
A note before we begin: 2Peter and Jude (which we will read next) have a great deal in 

common. Enjoy the read of 2Peter. 
Like letters of the ancient world 2Peter begins with the name of the writer and recipients. 

Peter simply notes that he is a servant (literally slave -someone owned by another) and apostle. 
NO fanfare. Simple and direct. (I find it interesting that Peter leads with being a slave of Jesus. 
That for him seems to be most important.) 

He is writing to people who have received faith through the righteousness of our God and 
Savior Jesus Christ. (Note the faith was given to them.) The faith given to them is the same as 
the faith Peter received. I find The English Standard version helpful: To those who have 
obtained a faith of equal standing with ours by the righteousness of our God and Savior Jesus 
Christ. 

Then, following the letter writing convention of the day, Peter offers a blessing… Grace and 
Peace be abundantly yours through knowing God and Jesus as Lord. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

The verb in the description of the recipients is ‘have received.’ They didn’t earn it or find it; 
they received it as if someone else (namely God) gave it to them.  

From the start Peter is emphasizing we have faith thanks to the work of God and our calling 
is to serve (be a servant of) the one who saved us… 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

God’s Word today is inviting me to be grateful that the Lord saved me! God’s work not my 
own. My calling then is to serve the One who saved me! So, I find myself pondering my 
serving… am I giving my heart to my service of Jesus? Am I?  

 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 

We -the saved- need to be grateful to God for is action in saving us. It is not something for 
which we can take credit. It is gift! Thank you, Lord. And our posture of gratitude for what God 



has done for us is to serve Him. We, God’s people, are a serving people… no matter what comes 
our way, we serve in the name of Jesus our Lord and Savior.  

(Note Jesus is referred to as both Lord and Savior in our brief passage!) 
 
 

Wednesday, August 3: 2Peter 1:3-4 NIV2011 
3 His divine power has given us everything we need for a godly life through our knowledge of 

him who called us by his own glory and goodness. 4 Through these he has given us his very great 
and precious promises, so that through them you may participate in the divine nature, having 
escaped the corruption in the world caused by evil desires.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

Peter digs in immediately.  
God has given us everything we need to live a godly life through our knowledge of Jesus 

who called us. Through what God has given us we have His precious promises which allow us to 
have a taste of the divine nature. This is God’s gift since by Jesus’ call we have escaped the 
corruption of the world which is caused by evil desires. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

Through Jesus, God has given us all we need to live a godly life. This is a profound truth… 
when we are saved by faith in Jesus God gives us everything necessary to live for the Lord. We 
do not need anything more. We already have all we need to follow Jesus. (Because we have 
God the Holy Spirit living in us, His voice is always present to guide us.) 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

The Holy Spirit is asking me to listen to Him. He is in me. I have all I need, but am I taking 
advantage of all God has given me? This is what the Lord is presenting me with today as I sit 
with His Word. 

 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 

Peter is speaking to the church, so the church has everything it needs to live for Jesus in the 
world… to be His witnesses, to be His example, to be Jesus’ hands, feet and mouthpiece in our 
world. Again, the church -God’s people- does not need anything more than what God has 
already given her to do, everything God would have His church do in His world. 

We have no excuses…  
Wow, think about this! We have all it takes to spread God’s name through word and deed in 

our world! 
 
 

Thursday, August 4: 2Peter 1:5-11 NIV2011 
5 For this very reason, make every effort to add to your faith goodness; and to goodness, 

knowledge; 6 and to knowledge, self-control; and to self-control, perseverance; and to 
perseverance, godliness; 7 and to godliness, mutual affection; and to mutual affection, love. 8 For 



if you possess these qualities in increasing measure, they will keep you from being ineffective 
and unproductive in your knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 But whoever does not have them 
is nearsighted and blind, forgetting that they have been cleansed from their past sins.  

10 Therefore, my brothers and sisters, make every effort to confirm your calling and election. 
For if you do these things, you will never stumble, 11 and you will receive a rich welcome into the 
eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

God has given us everything we need for a godly life (v3). Understanding this Peter bids us 
to dig into some attributes. God has given them to us, but we need to lear to use them in our 
living for Jesus. (They sound a great deal like the Fruit of the Spirit from Gal 5.) Goodness, 
knowledge, self-control, perseverance, godliness, mutual affection and love. When we develop 
these in our lives, we will be effectual and productive living for Jesus. When we avoid these, we 
are faith-nearsighted; we have forgotten Jesus’ gift of cleansing from sin.  

Finally, Peter admonishes them (us) to confirm our calling and election by doing these 
things. Then we will stand under the pressure,  not stumble and we will receive God’srich 
welcome in eternity.  

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

Yes, God has given us all we need to live for Him. Still, we need to develop our faith and 
character thus confirming our calling and election by God. Peter lists some character traits to 
develop… goodness, knowledge, self-control, perseverance, godliness, mutual affection and 
love. 

Goodness, godliness, mutual affection and love speak to our character particularly in how 
we relate to others. Knowledge speaks to growing in our faith and learning more and more 
about the Lord and His ways. Finally, self-control and perseverance accentuate our “stick-to-it 
ness” and our willingness to remain steadfast with Jesus even in the face of trial and pain.  

Peter charges us to develop our understanding of God and His ways, learn to put that into 
action in how we relate to other people even as we hone the ability to persevere in faith during 
hard times.  Thus, Peter envisions that we develop all facets of our lives for Jesus.  

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

For me… God’s whisper is in how I treat others… God desires that my conduct, demeaner 
and manner with other people reflect my commitment to Jesus and confirm my love for Him. 

 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 

Corporately we need to be helping one another grow in these 3 dimensions: knowledge of 
God; loving relatability with others; and determination and grit in living out our faith especially 
in the face of problems or hostility. 

One of my sons was a wrestler in high school. Practices balanced workouts: to be in peak 
physical shape,  wrestling moves, and skills to be able to perform on the mat. Probably the 
most important training he ever attended was the summer he went to Navy Seal wrestling 
camp. They majored in pushing attendees to their limit and then beyond. Yes, they did some 



wrestling-skill work but most of the camp pushed attenders to do things beyond what they 
thought they could do. In other words, they learned physical perseverance… their bodies could 
do more than they thought. 

As I think about this, I gain an insight into Peter’s push for church people to develop 
perseverance… learning we can endure more and do more for the kingdom than we think we 
can. Turns out this is more a mental/attitude learning than physical. An interesting thought 
considering Peter’s call for us and the church to make every effort to add perseverance into our 
faith skills. 

 
 

Friday, August 5: 2Peter 1:12-21 NIV2011 
12 So I will always remind you of these things, even though you know them and are firmly 

established in the truth you now have. 13 I think it is right to refresh your memory as long as I live 
in the tent of this body, 14 because I know that I will soon put it aside, as our Lord Jesus Christ 
has made clear to me. 15 And I will make every effort to see that after my departure you will 
always be able to remember these things.  

16 For we did not follow cleverly devised stories when we told you about the coming of our 
Lord Jesus Christ in power, but we were eyewitnesses of his majesty. 17 He received honor and 
glory from God the Father when the voice came to him from the Majestic Glory, saying, “This is 
my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased.” i 18 We ourselves heard this voice that came 
from heaven when we were with him on the sacred mountain.  

19 We also have the prophetic message as something completely reliable, and you will do 
well to pay attention to it, as to a light shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the 
morning star rises in your hearts. 20 Above all, you must understand that no prophecy of 
Scripture came about by the prophet’s own interpretation of things. 21 For prophecy never had 
its origin in the human will, but prophets, though human, spoke from God as they were carried 
along by the Holy Spirit.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

Peter explains that he will always keep reminding his people of the truth as long as he is 
alive. God has also made clear to him that his death is coming near. 

As an eyewitness of Jesus, he didn’t make up his stories about Jesus but witnessed them 
firsthand. He was there when God gave honor and glory to Jesus speaking to Jesus on the 
mountain (of transfiguration), “This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased.” 

Additionally, Peter (and others, ‘we’) received a prophetic message which they passed 
along, and his readers should pay attention to God’s word to them. The prophecies of Scripture 
are not the prophet’s invention, rather their origin is God not humans. They were spoken by 
humans who were carried along by the Holy Spirit. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

One, Peter will continue reminding people of what God has said until his dying breath, 
which apparently is not far away. God has told him so. As an eyewitness of Jesus, Peter’s words 
and testimony are reliable. He heard God speak to Jesus, “This is my Son, whom I love; with him 



I am well pleased.” (This is verification that Peter was part of Jesus’ inner circle of apostles, thus 
he can be trusted.) 

Furthermore, the prophecies of Scripture are not the prophets’ words; they are God’s 
words which God put in humans as the Spirit carried them along. Thus, the prophecies of 
Scripture are God’s Word given to humans and can be trusted.  

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

Through this passage God the Holy Spirit is reminding me that the Word of God, the Bible, is 
totally trustworthy because it is the very word of God transmitted to us by humans who were 
guided by the Holy Spirit.  

I can build my life on God’s Word and hopefully I am doing that. Lord God, help me to be 
faithful to your Word. In Jesus’ name I pray. Amen.  

 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 

The church can build its life on God’s Word… it is trustworthy and true because it is the very 
Word of God. 

 
 

Saturday, August 6: 2Peter 2:1-XX NIV2011  
2:1 But there were also false prophets among the people, just as there will be false teachers 

among you. They will secretly introduce destructive heresies, even denying the sovereign Lord 
who bought them—bringing swift destruction on themselves. 2 Many will follow their depraved 
conduct and will bring the way of truth into disrepute. 3 In their greed these teachers will exploit 
you with fabricated stories. Their condemnation has long been hanging over them, and their 
destruction has not been sleeping.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

We now learn why Peter went to lengths to declare his authentication as one who teaches 
people all God has said and taught. His voice and teachings are authentic because he was with 
Jesus… 

Unfortunately, there are false prophets among the people even as there are false teachers. 
They are trying to introduce heresies and falsehoods even going so far as to deny Jesus, the 
Sovereign Lord! They will be judged by God and their destruction will be on themselves for 
teaching error. Sadly, many people will be duped and follow their error-filled teachings and 
depraved way of living. This will bring God’s truth into disrepute. (People outside the faith only 
hear their claims to be teacher of God and then watch their depraved behavior; the people 
outside the faith don’t understand that these people are false teachers and not truly followers 
of Jesus.) 

These false prophets’ condemnation is sure… (sadly they will lead others who do not know 
the Word into error as well.) 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 



We must school ourselves in the truth so we can identify people who are teaching error so 
we will not be drawn into their error. God will judge the false prophets and their condemnation 
is sure but sadly people will be led astray. This is why Peter is adamant that we need to discern 
false prophets from the true Word of God. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

Like yesterday I need to make sure I know the Word. Even more for me as a preacher, I 
need to be like Peter, teaching my people the truth and warning them about false prophets and 
teachers and the falsehoods that they are spreading. 

 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 

Not only do we need to build the church on God’s Word (yesterday’s lesson) we also must 
be able to detect falsehoods,  heresies and guard ourselves from people who spread false 
teachings and heresies. 

 
 

Sunday, August 7, 2022 –Sunday Worship  
 
 

If any of my thoughts or the Bible readings spark questions send an email reply and I will do my 
best to answer all questions from people on the list… I will answer personal questions privately; 
general questions will be answered in a subsequent email installment.  
 
If you are reading along with me from the Living Hope website you can send questions or request 
being placed on the weekly email list by emailing Lisa at office@LivingHopeCT.org.   

 
 

Click here for an audio link to my sermons, https://livinghopect.org/resources/audio-sermons. 
Sermons are generally posted within 2 days. We also livestream our full services which are up on our 
YouTube channel, https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgKURRsbX92qqIFgDF1iRWA 

 
 

https://livinghopect.org/resources/audio-sermons
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgKURRsbX92qqIFgDF1iRWA

