
The Weekly Word 
July 25-31, 2022 

 
Hello Bible readers. This week we will be reading 1Peter 3-5. I hope you are blessed as you 

join me. Happy reading… 
Grace and Peace, Bill  

 
To hear the Bible read click this link… http://www.biblegateway.com/resources/audio/. 

 
Monday, July 25: 1Peter 3:18-22 NIV2011 
18 For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, to bring you to God. 
He was put to death in the body but made alive in the Spirit. 19 After being made alive, he went 
and made proclamation to the imprisoned spirits—20 to those who were disobedient long ago 
when God waited patiently in the days of Noah while the ark was being built. In it only a few 
people, eight in all, were saved through water, 21 and this water symbolizes baptism that now 
saves you also—not the removal of dirt from the body but the pledge of a clear conscience 
toward God. It saves you by the resurrection of Jesus Christ, 22 who has gone into heaven and is 
at God’s right hand—with angels, authorities and powers in submission to him. 

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

Peter shifts to Jesus’ work… 
Peter explains that Jesus suffered once but His suffering was (to atone) for sins. Jesus 

perfectly and righteously atoned for those of us who were unrighteous in order to bring us to 
God. Jesus died but was made spiritually alive so he could proclaim God’s salvation to 
imprisoned spirits… the disobedient who died long ago. Peter mentions Noah building the ark 
and how only 8 were saved ‘through water’ symbolizing baptism that now saves you. Baptism is 
more than washing the body with water, rather it is a pledge of obedience to God. In fact, it is 
Jesus’ resurrection that saves -which baptism points to. Now Jesus is in heaven and all creators, 
angels, authorities, and powers, submit to Him.  

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

This is a difficult passage to understand. At its core it teaches that Jesus’ suffering and death 
atoned for sins for those who receiving baptism have pledged obedience to the Lord God. Now 
Jesus is Lord in heaven with all creation, principalities and powers submitting to him. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

I find myself pondering the atonement of Jesus… the gift Jesus gave so that I can live God’s 
abundant life now and throughout eternity.  What a gift Jesus gave me and all who believe!!! 

 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 

We are all saved out of our disobedience and saved for obedience and a life with a clear 
conscience before the Lord. If this is true of God’s people, then we truly should be living lives 
that are different that other human beings who have not been saved by Jesus. And the societies 



and gatherings that we -the saved of God- create should reflect our salvation and the ways of 
God far more than it mirrors the lives and cultures established by of people yet to be saved. 

 
 

Tuesday, July 26: 1Peter 4:1-6 NIV2011 
4:1 Therefore, since Christ suffered in his body, arm yourselves also with the same attitude, 

because whoever suffers in the body is done with sin. 2 As a result, they do not live the rest of 
their earthly lives for evil human desires, but rather for the will of God. 3 For you have spent 
enough time in the past doing what pagans choose to do—living in debauchery, lust, 
drunkenness, orgies, carousing and detestable idolatry. 4 They are surprised that you do not join 
them in their reckless, wild living, and they heap abuse on you. 5 But they will have to give 
account to him who is ready to judge the living and the dead. 6 For this is the reason the gospel 
was preached even to those who are now dead, so that they might be judged according to 
human standards in regard to the body, but live according to God in regard to the spirit.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

This paragraph has some difficult sentences to grasp.. Let’s dig in. 
Peter begins reminding us that Jesus suffered; as Christ followers we should arm ourselves 

with Christ’s attitude, which we heard about yesterday when He, being righteous, suffered for 
the unrighteous. (I am also reminded of Philippians 2:5). (Peter’s next comment is puzzling for 
me). We need Christ’s attitude in suffering because whoever suffers in the body is done with sin. 
(Peter seems to say that bodily suffering purges the person of sin. I don’t know what to make of 
this.) 

The result according to Peter is that they will begin to live for the will of God rather than for 
evil human desires. (This is the calling of every Christ follower.) This change of life gains the 
attention of former associates who persist in debased living (debauchery, lust, orgies, etc.) 
which we used to enjoy but now do not participate. They will be surprised you no long 
participate and my even speak abusively against you. But remember they will have to face God, 
give an account, and be judged. And this is why Jesus went and preached to the dead… 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

Like I said there were some difficult comments, but at its heart the passage calls us as ‘Jesus 
people’ to live according to God’s will not sinful human pleasures. Our change of life will likely 
cause some people to turn against us because we no longer do the things we used to do. They 
may even abuse us verbally. Remember they will face the judgement of God for the way they 
are living. So, take heart and continue to do God’s will. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

It has been a long time since my initial conversion and change of lifestyle. Some college 
friends didn’t understand my change. In that Peter’s word is true. But the Lord was and is with 
me and I trust that Jesus will see me through God’s time of judgement. Praise the Lord! 

Today I find myself thankful for God’s salvation and blessing the Lord for all His mercy to 
me. Thank you, Lord. 



 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 

It seems one aspect of the ‘us’ component is remembering that we all led sin-filled lives 
before Jesus rescued us. We need to stop judging people who are leading sin-filled lives. That is 
God’s job and God will do it. Instead, we need to continue living our changed lives before them, 
in the hopes that they see the change and ask us about it (see v 2:12 and 3:15-16). 

 
 

Wednesday, July 27: 1Peter 4:7-11 NIV2011 
7 The end of all things is near. Therefore be alert and of sober mind so that you may pray. 

8 Above all, love each other deeply, because love covers over a multitude of sins. 9 Offer 
hospitality to one another without grumbling. 10 Each of you should use whatever gift you have 
received to serve others, as faithful stewards of God’s grace in its various forms. 11 If anyone 
speaks, they should do so as one who speaks the very words of God. If anyone serves, they 
should do so with the strength God provides, so that in all things God may be praised through 
Jesus Christ. To him be the glory and the power for ever and ever. Amen.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

Peter speaks a very practical and always timely word to the church in today’s paragraph. 
The end of all things is near. (Two thousand years later these words seem a bit off, but 

believers have lived with the sense of God’s imminence throughout those 2000 years. There is 
wisdom living as if God may end things soon.)  

Therefore (now comes the very practical word about faithful living), live with your eyes wide 
open wisely taking everything in so that you can pray effectively. Make sure to keep on loving 
others deeply because love covers over a multitude of sins. Graciously offer hospitality and use 
your gifts to serve others. This is what a steward does with the gifts and graces God gives. Peter 
now gives examples… if your gift is speaking, speak as if you have the very Word of God. If your 
gift is serving, do it in God’s strength so that through Jesus God receives the praise. To [God] be 
the glory and the power for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

It matters to the Lord how we live. We are to live with deep love for one another, showing 
hospitality with a smile and using our gifts -gifts which God gave us in the first place- to help 
others. We should use gifts like speaking and serving in such a way that the Lord receives the 
praise. All glory and power to God forever!!! 

Also, it appears that attitude is equally important with action. We are called to love DEEPLY 
and serve WITHOUT GRUMBLING or to say it positively JOYFULLY. The attitude and manner 
with which we live seems to be as important to the Lord as our obedient actions. Back in 3:15-
16 we were instructed by Peter to be ready to give an answer for the hope we have but to do it 
with gentleness and respect. Again, the manner in which we do something and attitude we 
exude are as important as the obedient action itself. 

 
 



What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 
The Lord has me thinking about my attitude and manner in life. Sometimes I do the right 

thing, but I do not do it in the correct manner/attitude, and this undermines my attempt to be 
obedient. Manner and attitude… God has me thinking through my manner and attitude today 
even more than my actions. I definitely have some work to do here… 

 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 

I am wondering about the attitude we, as a church, project to the world. I think we are 
genuinely loving, but I also think we have a bit of a reputation of being ‘holier than thou’ and 
this likely undermines our witness. 

As bodies of believers understanding how we are perceived by others can be illuminating. 
 
 

Thursday, July 28: 1Peter 4:12-19 NIV2011 
12 Dear friends, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that has come on you to test you, as 

though something strange were happening to you. 13 But rejoice inasmuch as you participate in 
the sufferings of Christ, so that you may be overjoyed when his glory is revealed. 14 If you are 
insulted because of the name of Christ, you are blessed, for the Spirit of glory and of God rests 
on you. 15 If you suffer, it should not be as a murderer or thief or any other kind of criminal, or 
even as a meddler. 16 However, if you suffer as a Christian, do not be ashamed, but praise God 
that you bear that name. 17 For it is time for judgment to begin with God’s household; and if it 
begins with us, what will the outcome be for those who do not obey the gospel of God? 18 And,  

“If it is hard for the righteous to be saved,  
what will become of the ungodly and the sinner?”   

19 So then, those who suffer according to God’s will should commit themselves to their 
faithful Creator and continue to do good.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

Peter has a very different take on suffering, particularly as a follower of Jesus than most of 
us in the 21st Century do. Let’s dig in… 

We should not be surprised by ‘fiery ordeals’ that test us as if they are something strange. 
Rather rejoice that you participate in the suffering of Christ, then you will be overjoyed when 
Christ’s glory is revealed. If you are insulted because you follow Jesus, you are blessed and God 
rests on you. Now if you suffer it shouldn’t be for doing wrong -crimes or bad things. If your 
suffering is because of your faith in Jesus don’t be ashamed, praise God because you bear His 
name. The time of judgement is coming and will begin with the house of God. Just imagine 
what the outcome will be for those who aren’t obedient to Jesus!  

Peter anchors this truth with Proverbs 11:31. And then writes when we suffer for God’s will 
we should commit ourselves to God and continue to live good lives doing good. 

 
 
 



What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

Peter teaches us that suffering as a believer is an invitation to participate in the suffering of 
Jesus. There is joy in this and God’s presence rests with us. We need not be ashamed of this 
kind of suffering. Instead, we should commit ourselves to the Lord and continue to live good 
lives doing good. 

But if our suffering should be for committing crimes or doing bad things, God is not with us 
then! 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

Honestly, I struggle with this word. It is defining suffering in a way that is foreign to me. 
Suffering in general is foreign to me. I live in the age of cushy lives. I am grateful for my life and 
do not long to suffer for my faith.  However, Peter is pointing to an intangible benefit from 
faith-suffering that those who have suffered for the name of Jesus speak and write about 
throughout history that I have not been asked to endure by the Lord.  

So, what is God saying to me? 1) live a good life, suffering for doing bad things is not 
honorable and God will not be with us. 2) If God’s will calls me to suffer for my faith in Jesus 
then God will be with me in ways that defy explanation but are nonetheless very real. I am not 
seeking to know this, but I am blessed knowing God will be with me if He asks me to suffer for 
Jesus. 

 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 

Like so much of the letters, Peter is writing to the body of believes not individuals… so God 
reminds us as the church…  live good lives and bee known for doing good not evil. If/when 
persecution comes because we are living for Jesus, as hard as it may be, there will be spiritual 
blessings as well.  

 
 

Friday, July 29: 1Peter 5:1-4 NIV2011 
5:1 To the elders among you, I appeal as a fellow elder and a witness of Christ’s sufferings 

who also will share in the glory to be revealed: 2 Be shepherds of God’s flock that is under your 
care, watching over them—not because you must, but because you are willing, as God wants 
you to be; not pursuing dishonest gain, but eager to serve; 3 not lording it over those entrusted 
to you, but being examples to the flock. 4 And when the Chief Shepherd appears, you will receive 
the crown of glory that will never fade away.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this What does the passage say? (What is this passage 
about?) 

Peter discusses leadership in the church… specifically how elders should ‘elder.’ 
Peter makes his appeal to elders as a fellow elder and a person who witnessed Jesus’ 

sufferings. (As bold as Peter is at times, here he appeals as an equal rather than pulling rank as 
an apostle and one of the original 12.) The elder’s call is to shepherd God’s people watching 
over them with care because you are willing not required. The manner of an elder’s watching 
should be honest -not looking for financial gain- and willing to serve as opposed to lording it 



over the flock. Elders are to be examples of how the faith is to be lived. Elders will receive their 
glory when Jesus -the Chief Shepherd appears.  

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

Peter offers instruction on how to elder… by example with care for the welfare of the 
people of God and not seeking personal or financial gain. Interestingly Jesus is the Chief 
Shepherd which gives perspective to those who are ‘under’ shepherds, which reminds those of 
us who are elder/shepherds that we report to Him. We are not the end all in the leadership of 
the church! 

Any glory received for being an elder will be gained when Jesus returns and not before, 
therefore no one should ‘elder’ for earthly glory!!! 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

This is a healthy reminder for me as to the demeanor and calling of my call as pastor/elder 
of the flock of Jesus. Jesus is reminding me I am under Him always and my calling is to care for 
His flock… it is not my flock but His.  

 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 

Elders are not businesspeople… they are servants who serve Jesus’ flock offering care and 
concern with no desire for personal gain just an eagerness to serve. May that be so in every 
church no matter what the church leadership might be called!!! 

 
 

Saturday, July 30: 1Peter 5:5-7 NIV2011  
5 In the same way, you who are younger, submit yourselves to your elders. All of you, clothe 

yourselves with humility toward one another, because,  

“God opposes the proud  
but shows favor to the humble.”   

6 Humble yourselves, therefore, under God’s mighty hand, that he may lift you up in due time. 
7 Cast all your anxiety on him because he cares for you.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

Just as the elders have a way they are to ‘elder’ so non-elders have a way they should live 
within the church.  

Non-elders (those who are younger) submit to the leadership of the elders. Everyone be 
humble in how you act toward others. Why do we live this way? We live this way because 
Proverbs 3:34 tells us that God opposes the proud but shows favor to the humble.  

Everyone humble yourself before the Lord, in due time He may lift you up. 
Peter ends this section with a line many memorize, “Cast all your anxiety on him because He 

cares for you”. 
 



What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

Humility is the order of the day in the church. We learned yesterday that humility for elders 
means 1) they remember they are under-shepherds with Jesus being the Chief Shepherd and 2) 
they are to ‘elder’ with a caring heart not seeking any kind of gain.  

Today Peter says to the rest submit to the elders and be humble as you deal with other 
people. Humility is a calling for everyone in the church. What humility looks like may vary but it 
is a manner of the heart that places others above self. God in His time may lift us up. 

Lastly, we are invited to cast our anxieties on the Lord knowing that God cares for us! 
Halleluiah!  

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

Humility… God is reminding me that the posture of a disciple is humility… humility before 
God is no surprise. Humility before church leaders is not really a surprise. Humility before 
everyone… this is the goal and I have much to work on here. Some people get on my nerves, 
and I find it difficult to be humble before and around them. Shame on me. God, help me and 
forgive me.  

 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 

Where the world is all about pumping chests and asserting rights and privileges we, who are 
the church, should live differently, collectively, and individually. This is not easy to do, still it is 
our calling. I am not sure I even know what a humble church looks like…  

 
 

Sunday, July 31, 2022 –Sunday Worship  
 
 

If any of my thoughts or the Bible readings spark questions send an email reply and I will do my 
best to answer all questions from people on the list… I will answer personal questions privately; 
general questions will be answered in a subsequent email installment.  
 
If you are reading along with me from the Living Hope website you can send questions or request 
being placed on the weekly email list by emailing Lisa at office@LivingHopeCT.org.   

 
 

Click here for an audio link to my sermons, https://livinghopect.org/resources/audio-sermons. 
Sermons are generally posted within 2 days. We also livestream our full services which are up on our 
YouTube channel, https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgKURRsbX92qqIFgDF1iRWA 

 
 

https://livinghopect.org/resources/audio-sermons
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgKURRsbX92qqIFgDF1iRWA

