
The Weekly Word 
July 18-24, 2022 

 
Hello Bible readers. This week we will be reading 1Peter 2-3. I hope you are blessed as you 

join me. Happy reading… 
Grace and Peace, Bill  

 
To hear the Bible read click this link… http://www.biblegateway.com/resources/audio/. 

 
Monday, July 18: 1Peter 2:13-17 NIV2011 

13 Submit yourselves for the Lord’s sake to every human authority: whether to the emperor, 
as the supreme authority, 14 or to governors, who are sent by him to punish those who do wrong 
and to commend those who do right. 15 For it is God’s will that by doing good you should silence 
the ignorant talk of foolish people. 16 Live as free people, but do not use your freedom as a 
cover-up for evil; live as God’s slaves. 17 Show proper respect to everyone, love the family of 
believers, fear God, honor the emperor.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

Following Peter’s call to live as foreigners and aliens, he presses the point by calling Jesus 
followers to submit. Submit will become the dominant word in the coming sections as Peter 
applies it to various segments of society. 

Peter begins with a general call for the people of Jesus to submit to governmental 
authorities. Note the major persecutions of Nero have not yet begun but the church has been 
persecuted by people in authority. Peter himself will die at the hands of the authority he calls 
the church to submit to… 

Peter writes, church submit to every human authority (in modern day that would mean, 
international, federal, state, and local authorities) for government’s role is to punish wrong-
doers and commend those who do right. (Again, note that throughout history the practice of 
Christianity at times has been deemed wrongdoing and punishable by the government.)  

Peter continues that by submitting we will silence the ignorant talk of foolish people (read 
this to mean those who talk disparagingly against Jesus-people). He goes on to remind us that 
we get to live as free people… but not to use our freedom to commit evil acts. After all we are 
God’s slaves. Peter drills down even further calling us to show respect to everyone, love 
believers, fear God and honor our rulers (in the readers’ case, the emperor).  

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

In summary Peter is teaching the church to submit to people in authority, primarily civil 
authority, and to respect everyone. It is simple to put this into a single sentence but the living 
out of this command requires diligence.  It also requires  real conviction, particularly when the 
civil government and the general populous is turning against those who follow Jesus. It is also 
difficult to navigate this command in a pluralistic society where some rules do not accord with 
our faith in Jesus… and this is where we live as 21st century Christians.  

 



What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 
I need to continue to submit to authorities. This is not terribly difficult in my United States 

of America culture. I may not agree with every law from a faith perspective but most of those 
do not actually affect my personal life.  

The call to Show proper respect to everyone however can be more difficult since some of 
the rhetoric can be hard to receive. Be that as it may, my call is to respect… 

Lord, this can be a difficult word to live, please help me… I pray in Jesus’ name. Amen. 
 

What does this passage mean and say to us? 
As with most of scriptural admonitions in the letters, the word is “plural,” written to the 

church. Yes, that has personal implications but is also has corporate ones. I continue to struggle 
with churches that defied ‘mask mandates’ and ‘gathering size limitations’ during the 
pandemic. Like it or not, civil authorities set those rules and we are called to submit.  

I am not sure that actions that defied local mandates “silenced” the talk of those who are 
already disposed to be against us. 

 
 

Tuesday, July 19: 1Peter 2:18-25 NIV2011 
18 Slaves, in reverent fear of God submit yourselves to your masters, not only to those who 

are good and considerate, but also to those who are harsh. 19 For it is commendable if someone 
bears up under the pain of unjust suffering because they are conscious of God. 20 But how is it to 
your credit if you receive a beating for doing wrong and endure it? But if you suffer for doing 
good and you endure it, this is commendable before God. 21 To this you were called, because 
Christ suffered for you, leaving you an example, that you should follow in his steps.  

22 “He committed no sin,  
and no deceit was found in his mouth.” r  

23 When they hurled their insults at him, he did not retaliate; when he suffered, he made no 
threats. Instead, he entrusted himself to him who judges justly. 24 “He himself bore our sins” in 
his body on the cross, so that we might die to sins and live for righteousness; “by his wounds you 
have been healed.” 25 For “you were like sheep going astray,” a but now you have returned to 
the Shepherd and Overseer of your souls.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

As I began reading the words, in reverent fear of God sounded familiar. I was correct, in 
verse 1:17 we are all called to live in reverent fear to the Father as we live as foreigners in this 
life. Thus, the call to slaves to live in reverent fear of God is nothing new in the letter. Peter is 
just reminding slaves of this. My hunch is that this is particularly true since they are to submit to 
good and harsh masters. 

Slaves are instructed to submit to their masters, both good masters and masters. Peter’s 
focus turns to harsh masters as he says, bearing unjust suffering is commendable before God, 
but it is not commendable to receive beatings for wrong doing. Slaves are called to bear 
patiently with harsh masters because they are following Jesus. In a lengthy segment Peter 
explains how Jesus suffered for us as an example for us… Citing Isaiah 53:9 Peter reminds slaves 



that Jesus committed no sin, and no deceit was found in his mouth, even as he was being 
harshly treated, which Peter outlines in v23. 

In verse 24 Peter quotes Isaiah 53:4 explaining that Jesus bore our sins on the cross so that 
we might die to sin and live to righteousness. He follows up with 53:5, by his wounds you have 
been healed. (Please note, like the use of this OT verse in Hebrews, it does not have anything to 
do with physical healing; it is a reference to our salvation… the great healing of our souls 
through faith in Jesus Christ.) 

Peter concludes reminding us that we were straying sheep, but the Shepherd and Overseer 
of our souls has found and saved us.  

(Note as Peter writes his word to slaves, verses 23 through 25 seems to be more generic as 
if Peter is speaking to everyone not only the slaves.) 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

Peter begins with a very specific teaching to slaves to submit to their masters… good ones 
and harsh ones. He cites Jesus as the example to follow. Unjustly treated, Jesus accepted the 
punishment and so should slaves.  

(Note that this teaching was abused by slave owners in the south in our country. 
Interestingly this is spoken to slaves, not slave owners. And yet it was the slave owners who 
used this teaching to abuse slaves in our country. There is an important lesson here for all 
students of the Bible. It is important to pay attention to words spoken to us and not wrongly 
coopt words spoken to others. This happens in Ephesians when husbands read and enforce the 
word to wives rather than paying attention to the word spoken to husbands!) 

Back to the meaning…there is a second message that in salvation we have been saved for 
righteousness not sin. How we live matters, particularly in the face of unjust treatment. It is 
good and healthy for us to remember that we were straying sheep until Jesus the Shepherd and 
Overseer of our souls saved us… saved us for righteousness not sin! 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

I am not a slave, and I don’t have to put up with a harsh master, but I need to remember I 
am saved for righteous living. And should the culture turn away from those of us who follow 
Jesus I must remain committed to righteous living and submitting to authorities as Peter taught 
in the paragraph prior to today’s reading. 

 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 

This passage is not a justification for slavery especially as my country, the USA, lived it. In 
fact, it is not a justification for slavery of any kind. But when it happens in our broken and sinful 
world, slaves should submit. (I also think that non-slave Christians should fight for the justice 
and freedom of slaves but that comes from other texts.) 

Jesus remains the model for the church regarding how to live during times of harsh 
treatment. This seems like a distant reality for me and the people of the churches I have been a 
part of, but this is not true for many brothers and sisters around the world. Also, history 
teaches us that living as Peter teaches often becomes a powerful witness to the world. Many 
times of persecution have also been times of great witness and harvest for the church.  



 
 

Wednesday, July 20: 1Peter 3:1-6 NIV2011 
3:1 Wives, in the same way submit yourselves to your own husbands so that, if any of them 

do not believe the word, they may be won over without words by the behavior of their wives, 
2 when they see the purity and reverence of your lives. 3 Your beauty should not come from 
outward adornment, such as elaborate hairstyles and the wearing of gold jewelry or fine 
clothes. 4 Rather, it should be that of your inner self, the unfading beauty of a gentle and quiet 
spirit, which is of great worth in God’s sight. 5 For this is the way the holy women of the past 
who put their hope in God used to adorn themselves. They submitted themselves to their own 
husbands, 6 like Sarah, who obeyed Abraham and called him her lord. You are her daughters if 
you do what is right and do not give way to fear.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

Peter continues his call to submission, this time he speaks to wives. His call is 
straightforward, “wives submit to your husbands.” (This is the essence of this paragraph.) After 
stating his command, Peter shares a potential benefit. If you are married to a non-believer, 
then your actions may win them over as your husbands see your purity and the way you live 
your lives. Peter continues reminding wives that their inner beauty -beauty of the heart, mind, 
and soul- rather than outward beauty produced by makeup, hairstyles, and fashion. If you allow 
your inner beauty to shine then you are like the faithful, holy women of the past like Sarah 
lived. Sarah even called her husband, Abraham, lord. Wives live this way -the way that is right- 
and trust the Lord is with you -i.e., not giving into fear (which might cause you to live 
otherwise.) 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

The first sentence carries the point of Peter’s message… wives submit to your husbands. It 
remind us that Peter is outlining how distinct segments of Jesus followers are to live out our 
submission to the Lord… 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

In truth there is not much here for me… this is a word to wives and earlier I mentioned that 
we need to read our own sections. I know a word is coming for me so I will wait until then.  

 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 

The church needs to continually teach the mutual submission appropriately to one another. 
This section to wives is balanced by a word to husbands, which we will read tomorrow. 

 
 

Thursday, July 21: 1Peter 3:7 NIV2011 
7 Husbands, in the same way be considerate as you live with your wives, and treat them with 

respect as the weaker partner and as heirs with you of the gracious gift of life, so that nothing 
will hinder your prayers.  



 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

The writings of Peter and Paul both balance a call for wives to submit to husbands with an 
equal call to husbands. One thing we do not understand today is how radical the word to 
husbands was in the ancient world. Wives were regularly taught to submit to their husbands, 
this would be no surprise to anyone. A huge surprise however is a word to husbands. Husbands 
lived in a day and time when little to no restrictions were placed upon them as to how they 
should treat their wives. So, as we read today’s verse note the radical call God puts on 
husbands which is at massive variance from the way men were taught to be husbands in their 
culture. 

Peter states his teaching succinctly, “Husbands, in the same way be considerate as you live 
with your wives, and treat them with respect “.  I understand the word to submit is not in this 
paragraph; it may be implied in the phrase in the same way. But even if submission is not 
included in the words in the same way Peter explains how husbands should act… with 
consideration and respect for their wives. Peter has not OT examples to point to, the concept of 
mutual submission is a NT, Jesus’ church, concept.  

The weaker partner phrase raises some questions. There is no reason to believe that it has 
anything to do with being weaker mentally or emotionally. It is likely a nod to the fact that the 
female body is generally not as strong as a man’s so they should be treated kindly and 
respectfully. (To my mind I consider how we carry a fragile flower gently -not with rough hands- 
because that is the best way to care for it. So, men treat wives carefully, respectfully, 
considerately because that is the best way to care for them.)  

Husbands, also remember that your wives are heirs of the great faith we have in Jesus. As 
such they stand on equal footing before the Lord as you do. 

Peter gives a final reason to care for and treat our wives with consideration and respect… if 
we don’t do that our prayers are hindered. (think about this gents as you ponder this text.) 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

Husbands, you have a God-called duty to be considerate and respectful to your wives. Don’t 
worry about how your wives are treating you. Instead pay attention to God’s Word to you 
about how you need to be treating your wives. 

In the church of Jesus Christ both husbands and wives have a God calling in how they should 
treat their spouses. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

Ok, today God is speaking with me. Am I treating my beloved as a beloved? Am I leading my 
family by how I act toward my wife? Will people in and out of the church see my care, respect, 
and consideration for my wife in what she needs to be all God has called her to be? 

This is a major calling and one I must continually work on in my life. 
 

What does this passage mean and say to us? 
The church needs to tell its married folk that there are appropriate ways to treat one 

another. And each partner has a calling from the Lord. And we all need to read and live our own 



verses and not concern ourselves with what God says to our partner. We each have enough 
work to live up to God’s call to ourselves.  

 
 

Friday, July 22: 1Peter 3:8-12 NIV2011 
8 Finally, all of you, be like-minded, be sympathetic, love one another, be compassionate and 

humble. 9 Do not repay evil with evil or insult with insult. On the contrary, repay evil with 
blessing, because to this you were called so that you may inherit a blessing. 10 For,  

“Whoever would love life  
and see good days  

must keep their tongue from evil  
and their lips from deceitful speech.  

11 They must turn from evil and do good;  
they must seek peace and pursue it.  

12 For the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous  
and his ears are attentive to their prayer,  

but the face of the Lord is against those who do evil.”  
 

What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 
Peter has been talking about mutual submission and how we are to act towards others. He 

brings this discussion to its conclusion with practical wisdom in our reading today. 
Peter opens with 5 actions believers should cultivate toward others, be like minded, 

sympathetic, compassionate, humble, and love one another. (Like so much of Scripture these 
are simple to state but involve a lifetime of dedication to begin to fulfill.) Next, he reminds 
believers not to get into hissing contests with others, do not repay evil with evil or insult with 
insult. Instead, we are to be people who repay evil with blessing… this is our calling.  

Peter concludes quoting Psalm 34:12-16, a potent quote about how we live righteously in 
God’s eyes.  

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

This text is straightforward, as followers of Jesus we should treat people with respect, 
kindness, caring, and love as we seek to be likeminded with fellow believers.  

A constant refrain of Scripture is that it matters to the Lord how we treat and interact with 
others. God’s character should indwell us so that we live as people who love other people and 
treat others well.   

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

Particularly when I am stressed, busy or tired I can be abrupt or dismissive with others. I am 
trusting that the Lord is bringing this to my mind as a way of reminding me that I need to work 
on my Christlikeness particularly in those situations… allowing the love from God to flow 
through me to others. 

 



What does this passage mean and say to us? 
I feel a bit like a broken record, but this text is written to the church, collectively our 

interactions with one another should resemble Peter’s teaching. The other people of the church 
are precious to the Lord, and we need to treat them as such. 

I am thinking, too, when newcomers enter our assembly is this how they would describe us 
as they watch us interact with one another? Is this how we would treat new people who enter 
our gatherings? Would visitors feel understood, loved, and cared for? According to Peter that is 
how they should feel. 

 
 

Saturday, July 23: 1Peter 3:13-22 NIV2011  
13 Who is going to harm you if you are eager to do good? 14 But even if you should suffer for 

what is right, you are blessed. “Do not fear their threats; do not be frightened.” z 15 But in your 
hearts revere Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to 
give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect, 16 keeping a 
clear conscience, so that those who speak maliciously against your good behavior in Christ may 
be ashamed of their slander. 17 For it is better, if it is God’s will, to suffer for doing good than for 
doing evil. 18 For Christ also suffered … 

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

Even though verses 13-22 are one paragraph Peter makes an abrupt shift in topics during 
verse 18. To help understanding I decided to look at this paragraph in two sittings. Thus, today I 
look at 13-18a. 

Peter begins noting that when we are doing good (i.e., doing the things he has been telling 
us to do) we -likely- will not be harmed. But he notes if we do suffer even when doing right, we 
are blessed by God, and we shouldn’t become frightened by peoples’ threats. What we should 
do is make sure we continue to revere Jesus Christ as Lord.  

In a minor shift Peter then explains that we need to be prepared to answer people when 
they ask us for the reason for our hope (so when we live with hope and reverence for the Lord 
while being mistreated, even though we are doing good, people may notice and ask us about 
our hope). When we speak of our hope, we need to be gentle and respectful, maintaining a 
clear conscience before the Lord. This is particularly important because it shames malicious 
people who speak against our good behavior. 

Peter notes, it is better for suffering for doing good than doing evil. And. Remember that 
Jesus Christ Himself suffered unjustly… 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

Peter continues his teaching that how we live makes a difference. We should live well, doing 
good (in God’s eyes). Then if we are threatened and suffer, we will be God-blessed. We can be 
strong and not bend to the threats of those who are afflicting us. As we live this way, people 
are watching and may ask us about our hope/faith so be prepared to give good answers with 
respect and gentleness. By living this way, we will shame those who seek to malign us for our 



good Christ-honoring way of life. As we live this way, we are emulating Jesus who also suffered 
unjustly. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

Not just today but over the last weeks God’s Word has been repeatedly reminding me that 
how I live matters. So again, I am pushed by the Lord to examine how I live. I am not facing the 
problem of people maligning me for how I live, but still living a God-honoring life is my calling. 
So today I need to do some self-reflection… 

 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 

I am struggling with this question. One way we can emphasize the ‘us’ nature of the text is 
to be the kind of people who help one another live God-honoring lives. Do we have a culture in 
our faith communities where we can come alongside one another -without judgment- and help 
each other shine brightly as Jesus followers? And if we are persecuted for living rightly, we can 
depend on one another as we continue living rightly? Something to think about…  

  
 

Sunday, July 24, 2022 –Sunday Worship  
 
 

If any of my thoughts or the Bible readings spark questions send an email reply and I will do my 
best to answer all questions from people on the list… I will answer personal questions privately; 
general questions will be answered in a subsequent email installment.  
 
If you are reading along with me from the Living Hope website you can send questions or request 
being placed on the weekly email list by emailing Lisa at office@LivingHopeCT.org.   

 
 

Click here for an audio link to my sermons, https://livinghopect.org/resources/audio-sermons. 
Sermons are generally posted within 2 days. We also livestream our full services which are up on our 
YouTube channel, https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgKURRsbX92qqIFgDF1iRWA 

 
 

https://livinghopect.org/resources/audio-sermons
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgKURRsbX92qqIFgDF1iRWA

