
The Weekly Word 
July 11-17, 2022 

 
Hello Bible readers. This week we will be reading 1Peter 1-2. I hope you are blessed as you 

join me. Happy reading… 
Grace and Peace, Bill  

 
To hear the Bible read click this link… http://www.biblegateway.com/resources/audio/. 

 
Monday, July 11: 1Peter 1:13-15 NIV2011 

13 Therefore, with minds that are alert and fully sober, set your hope on the grace to be 
brought to you when Jesus Christ is revealed at his coming. 14 As obedient children, do not 
conform to the evil desires you had when you lived in ignorance. 15 But just as he who called you 
is holy, so be holy in all you do; 16 for it is written: “Be holy, because I am holy.” w  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

Peter gives us a direct call to holiness… living in a holy (set apart to God) manner in all we 
do. 

First be alert… keep your mind vigilant and set on the hope of Christ being revealed.  
Action two, be obedient children, watching our lives so that our lives do not conform to the 

way we lived prior to following Jesus (this is akin to Paul’s Galatians 6 not living according to the 
flesh but exhibiting the fruit of the Spirit).  

Finally step three, live in a holy manner in all we do!!! for it is written: “Be holy, because I 
am holy.”  (As Nike would say it, just do it… just live holy lives.) 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

Live in a way that honors and is obedient to the Lord and not as we lived prior to faith in 
Jesus… this is easier said than accomplished. And this is the constant word throughout 
Scripture… our lives should honor God in all we do and this means we will live differently than 
the way we lived before we put our faith and trust in Jesus.  

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

Immediately I had this thought from the Lord, “Bill, you write about this, and you preach 
about this, but more importantly make sure that it is your manner of living!” I wonder if I truly 
live up to this call from the Lord.  

 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 

In the United States we are so individualistic but the verbs in this paragraph are all plural. It 
is a word for the collective church as much as it is a personal word.  

Church together let’s display holiness to the world… in how we treat one another and how 
we treat the world around us. NO matter people’s morals and morays we should live as God 
would have us live. That is the way of Jesus for us together and as individuals. 

 



 
Tuesday, July 12: 1Peter 1:17-21 NIV2011 

17 Since you call on a Father who judges each person’s work impartially, live out your time as 
foreigners here in reverent fear. 18 For you know that it was not with perishable things such as 
silver or gold that you were redeemed from the empty way of life handed down to you from 
your ancestors, 19 but with the precious blood of Christ, a lamb without blemish or defect. 20 He 
was chosen before the creation of the world, but was revealed in these last times for your sake. 
21 Through him you believe in God, who raised him from the dead and glorified him, and so your 
faith and hope are in God.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

Growing out of his call to live holy lives, Peter continues calling us to live as foreigners and 
people of reverent fear. (Consider those two images before reading on…)  

Our calling is built on substance, the precious blood of Christ Jesus a lamb without blemish 
or defect. Christ’s destiny as Savior was chosen before time but was only revealed in these last 
times for our sake (again notice the gift of God unveiled for us!). 

Peter concludes reminding us that our faith and hope are in God who raised Christ from the 
dead. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

Peter calls us as Christ-followers to live differently from people who are not following Jesus. 
Live as foreigners… what an interesting word picture particularly since I am sitting in the 

lobby of a Hungarian hotel. The last couple of days we have struggled to make our way around 
Budapest. This morning we were looking for breakfast and checked out a Bistro… it turned out 
to be a bar. Their understanding of bistro and mine are different and this was a word in English I 
could read! Hungarian is unlike any language I know. Then the other day we got on the 
underground. Turns out we were on the wrong side, but you must exit the underground and 
find the entrance for the other side… again a different pattern than I am used to doing. Such is 
the way of the foreigner. This is how we are to live in the world… the ways and customs we 
follow are to be different than what the general population around us follows. This is Peter’s 
point. 

Additionally, we are to live in reverent fear… not cowering fear, not abusive fear, not 
coercive fear but the kind of fear that recognizes the greatness of the One who is then feared! 
When our desires are not to live in way that God would honor reverent, fear kicks in pushing us 
to live as God would have us live rather than how we want to live! 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

I am wondering if an outside auditor’s assessment of my life would show that my life is 
different than the way the average person in my culture lives. It is a humbling to consider this… 
and recognize that I might not be living that differently. 

Even more humbling to realize is that I am not sure I would accept the auditor’s report on 
things I need to change… ouch.  

 



What does this passage mean and say to us? 
What would it mean for the church to live as foreigners in our culture? How we measure 

success would change. Instead of bigger gatherings we might ask are we helping more people? 
Instead of building programming that meets our needs we might work harder to meet the 
outsiders needs. Instead of altering our values to connect and be relevant with people outside 
the church, we might live godly values and allow God to draw people to us. And these are only 
a few initial thoughts… 

 
 

Wednesday, July 13: 1Peter 1:22-2:3 NIV2011 
22 Now that you have purified yourselves by obeying the truth so that you have sincere love 

for each other, love one another deeply, from the heart. 23 For you have been born again, not of 
perishable seed, but of imperishable, through the living and enduring word of God. 24 For,  

“All people are like grass,  
and all their glory is like the flowers of the field;  

the grass withers and the flowers fall,  
25 but the word of the Lord endures forever.”  

And this is the word that was preached to you.  
2:1 Therefore, rid yourselves of all malice and all deceit, hypocrisy, envy, and slander of every 

kind. 2 Like newborn babies, crave pure spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow up in your 
salvation, 3 now that you have tasted that the Lord is good.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

I marvel how consistent the writers of the NT are when it comes to Christian living. 
Basically, all the writers say, get rid of the old ways and live the new obedient way of God found 
in Jesus. 

Peter begins reminding his readers that obedience to the truth purifies us generating 
sincere love within us. We are to cultivate this love so that we love one another deeply, from the 
heart. He then reminds us that we have been born again with an imperishable seed through the 
living and enduring word of God. (A master of word pictures, allow the image of living and 
enduring germinate in your thoughts. Such is the Word of God.) Peter reinforces this with an OT 
scripture and then says that this was the Word preached to them! 

Growing out of this the call to right living emerges a follow up comment, get rid of the evil 
in you -malice, deceit, hypocrisy, envy, and slander. (This is not an exhaustive list but an ad hoc 
list of the type of characteristics we are to purge from our lives.) Additionally, we should crave 
the wonderful sustaining spiritual milk (implied ‘of God’s Word’). This will allow us to grow up 
into the salvation which God called and saved us.. For the Lord is good and we have tasted His 
goodness.  

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

Peter’s message is obey the truth (of God’s word), rid your life of evil character traits and 
press into the Word so that we grow in love for all… 



 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

Am I prioritizing God’s Word so that I am steeping my life in the Word in order to see my life 
and faith grow more and more faithful to Jesus and grow in love? 

 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 

The plural nature of this text is a reminder that we grow in the Lord together and we purge 
our lives of those bad characteristics together. Spiritual growth is not a private adventure… it is 
people of God helping one another grow in the Lord. It is us working together so that we grow 
in Jesus. 

 
 

Thursday, July 14: 1Peter2:4-8 NIV2011 
4 As you come to him, the living Stone—rejected by humans but chosen by God and precious 

to him—5 you also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual house c to be a holy 
priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 6 For in Scripture 
it says:  

“See, I lay a stone in Zion,  
a chosen and precious cornerstone,  

and the one who trusts in him  
will never be put to shame.” g  

7 Now to you who believe, this stone is precious. But to those who do not believe,  

“The stone the builders rejected  
has become the cornerstone,” j  

8 and,  

“A stone that causes people to stumble  
and a rock that makes them fall.” k  

They stumble because they disobey the message—which is also what they were destined for.  
 

What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 
Jesus is the living stone, and we (followers of Jesus) are like living stones as well. And we are 

being built into a spiritual house (a temple). We are to be a holy priesthood offering sacrifices 
(of our lives) to God through Jesus Christ. Peter backs this up with an OT cripture, Isaiah 28:16. 

Peter explains that ‘this stone,’ Jesus, is precious to us who believe but not so to others. To 
others Jesus is the stumbling stone that causes people to fall, to which Peter adds they were 
destined for.  

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 



There is much in this passage… There is the idea that at the end that those who stumble and 
fall on Jesus were destined for that. (Exactly what that means is unclear.)  

Another part of the message is that we are being built into a holy temple to offer spiritual 
sacrifices, which I take to mean the good works of the church that lift Jesus to the world.  

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

Spiritual sacrifices… is my life adding to the spiritual sacrifices the church offers to the 
world? Am I participating in the life of the church in such a way that I am participating in the 
witness of Jesus through word and deed to the world?  

 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 

We, God’s people, are to be offering spiritual sacrifices to God. Since actual sacrifices are no 
longer required because of Jesus’ once for all sacrifice on the cross, I take this to mean that we 
are to be living and witnessing as a body to the way of Jesus. Some will be drawn to faith and be 
built into God’s spiritual house alongside of us and others will reject -stumble over- the 
message of Jesus and stay in their disobedience.  

This is the sad reality, some accept, and some reject the life-giving message of Jesus. 
 
 

Friday, July 15: 1Peter 2:9-10 NIV2011 
9 But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s special possession, 

that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light. 
10 Once you were not a people, but now you are the people of God; once you had not received 
mercy, but now you have received mercy.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

It is as if Peter lifts his gaze and looks directly at his readers… declaring who them (we) truly 
are. And who are we? I cannot say it more succinctly than Peter so I will quote him… 

A chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s special possession. (Allow these 
metaphors and word pictures to steep in your mind before moving on.) Note all are group 
descriptions. We are not merely individual believers, we are part of a collective, a community of 
God. Each phrase accents a facet of who we are. At the same time each one emphasizes that 
we are connected to the Lord and what He is doing in the world at this time. 

Interestingly, we are who God has made us for a purpose… to declare God and God’s saving 
message to the world. Before God grabbed hold of us, we were a bunch of individuals, now we 
are God’s people- connected together in the Lord. Before God grabbed hold of us, we were in 
our sin, now thanks to God we have received God’s mercy (our sin and guilt has been erased by 
the cross)! 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

We are called and blessed and deposited into God’s people for a reason… to declare what 
God has done for us to the world so that others might receive His mercy and be cemented into 
the ‘house’ God is building!  



 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

Am I declaring God to the world??? 
 

What does this passage mean and say to us? 
Is the body I am a part of declaring God to the world??? 
 
 

Saturday, July 16: 1Peter 2:11-12 NIV2011  
11 Dear friends, I urge you, as foreigners and exiles, to abstain from sinful desires, which 

wage war against your soul. 12 Live such good lives among the pagans that, though they accuse 
you of doing wrong, they may see your good deeds and glorify God on the day he visits us.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

Peter picks up the theme of being foreigners that he mentioned in chapter 1:17. In today’s 
reading he adds to it calling us ‘exiles’ as well as ‘foreigners’. 

It is one thing to be a foreigner, someone living in a country that is not their own. It is 
another to be an exile, someone who is forced to live in a country that is not his/her own. We 
cannot live in our “native” country, we are forced to live in this decaying world. Still, we are not 
to live according to the world’s sinful desires… desires that war against the spirit living within 
us. In fact, we are to live such good lives that non-believers -who don’t understand the way we 
are living- will see our good deeds and praise God when He returns. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

We are to live according to God’s ways not the ways of our culture or our world. Our 
different way of living should be obvious to all and even though those not connected to Christ 
don’t understand our ways and may even insult our ways, they will (eventually) see the good 
we do and praise God… 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

I don’t feel like my life is so different that non-Christians see a difference. Honestly, I am 
really struggling with this word because I don’t feel like I am fulfilling it.  

Lord, what should I be doing… how should I be living? Show me Lord, what I should do or 
change to better fulfill this portion of your Word.  

 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 

Again, this word is written to the church. How is the culture of the church so different from 
worldly culture that people will see all the good we do and praise God? Like above, Lord reveal 
to us -my church- how you would have us live so that we fulfill this call from your Word. In 
Jesus’ name I pray. Amen.  

 
 

 



Sunday, July 17, 2022 –Sunday Worship  
 
 

If any of my thoughts or the Bible readings spark questions send an email reply and I will do my 
best to answer all questions from people on the list… I will answer personal questions privately; 
general questions will be answered in a subsequent email installment.  
 
If you are reading along with me from the Living Hope website you can send questions or request 
being placed on the weekly email list by emailing Lisa at office@LivingHopeCT.org.   

 
 

Click here for an audio link to my sermons, https://livinghopect.org/resources/audio-sermons. 
Sermons are generally posted within 2 days. We also livestream our full services which are up on our 
YouTube channel, https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgKURRsbX92qqIFgDF1iRWA 

 
 

https://livinghopect.org/resources/audio-sermons
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgKURRsbX92qqIFgDF1iRWA

