
The Weekly Word 
July 4-10, 2022 

 
Hello Bible readers. This week we will be reading James 5 and 1Peter 1. I hope you are 

blessed as you join me. Happy reading… 
Grace and Peace, Bill  

 
To hear the Bible read click this link… http://www.biblegateway.com/resources/audio/. 

 
Monday, July 4: James 5:10-12 NIV2011 

10 Brothers and sisters, as an example of patience in the face of suffering, take the prophets 
who spoke in the name of the Lord. 11 As you know, we count as blessed those who have 
persevered. You have heard of Job’s perseverance and have seen what the Lord finally brought 
about. The Lord is full of compassion and mercy.  

12 Above all, my brothers and sisters, do not swear—not by heaven or by earth or by 
anything else. All you need to say is a simple “Yes” or “No.” Otherwise you will be condemned.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

In our last reading James called us to patience. Today James underscores that theme by 
citing examples. He first references the OT prophets, many of whom showed exceeding 
patience in trials. (Jeremiah comes to mind immediately.) Then James cites the ‘king of 
patience’ Job, whose long patience was eventually rewarded by the Lord (this seems to be 
James’ message. Godly patience will be rewarded.)  

Then in typical James’ style, verse 12 offers a new thought. James touches again on the 
topic of our speech. Do not swear by anything. Simply say “Yes” or “No.” A Christ-follower’s 
word should be her/his bond without the need to swear they are telling the truth. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

Two thoughts… in God’s call to patience, remember the prophets and Job. God rewards 
patience in His followers. 

Two, our word should be consistent and true. When we say something, we mean it and 
then do it. We should not need to emphasize our truthfulness by swearing on something in 
heaven or earth to guarantee that our word is true. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

Is my word my bond? Do I speak truthfully… saying what I mean and meaning what I say? 
This should be routine in my life. 

 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 

Words matter… and what we say as a body and how we speak with one another within the 
body should be characterized by honesty and truthfulness. Our word given to one another 
should be all that is needed. Truthfulness, honesty, and integrity should be hallmarks of Church 



and Christian speech. The same should be true of how we speak to and about others outside of 
the church. Truthfulness should be the hallmark of God’s people. 

 
 

Tuesday, July 5: James 5:13-18 NIV2011 
13 Is anyone among you in trouble? Let them pray. Is anyone happy? Let them sing songs of 

praise. 14 Is anyone among you sick? Let them call the elders of the church to pray over them and 
anoint them with oil in the name of the Lord. 15 And the prayer offered in faith will make the sick 
person well; the Lord will raise them up. If they have sinned, they will be forgiven. 16 Therefore 
confess your sins to each other and pray for each other so that you may be healed. The prayer of 
a righteous person is powerful and effective.  

17 Elijah was a human being, even as we are. He prayed earnestly that it would not rain, and 
it did not rain on the land for three and a half years. 18 Again he prayed, and the heavens gave 
rain, and the earth produced its crops.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

Pray… pray about everything, writes James. Oh, he doesn’t say it with exactly those words 
but that is the effect of what he says. 

When you are in trouble… pray. Are you happy?… sing songs of praise. Are you sick?… call 
the elders to pray for you and anoint you with oil in the Lord’s name and God will make you 
well. (His next line is interesting) If they have sinned, they will be forgiven. (Is sickness and sin 
connected? Apparently in some situations.) James’ summary…confess your sins to each other 
and pray for each other for healing. The prayer of a righteous person is powerful and effective. 
(Notice how the overarching theme is prayer… prayer for real aspects of life.) 

James concludes with an illustration of Elijah who was a human like us. He prayed and it 
didn’t rain. Then he prayed and God gave rain. (In other words, prayer is effective.) 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

Pray… pray about the important things of life. Trouble, sickness, sin… pray! Good things 
happening… pray, praise, thank, and bless God for His wonderful hand in your life. Remember 
James 1:17: Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of the 
heavenly lights…) 

Often when reading this section, we zero in on healing prayer. This is fine and good, but in 
the context, healing prayer is only one aspect of prayer which should be common place among 
believers. Pray -talk with God- about everything. This should be as natural as breathing. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

I am feeling as if I this is a weak link in my practice of the faith… prayer as natural as 
breathing and prayer as common in my life as breathing. Lord, what shifts could I make to 
increase the normalcy of prayer in my life? 

 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 



A church community should be a praying community filled with prayer, intercession, praise, 
confession, and delight in/to/with the Lord. Connection with the Lord is the lifeblood of God’s 
people…at least it should be… 

 
 

Wednesday, July 6: James 5:19-29 NIV2011 
19 My brothers and sisters, if one of you should wander from the truth and someone should 

bring that person back, 20 remember this: Whoever turns a sinner from the error of their way will 
save them from death and cover over a multitude of sins.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

These final two verses are a fascinating end to the letter of James. James’ letter is 
somewhat like Proverbs in that it touches a myriad of topics shifting from one to another 
repeatedly and not staying on one topic very long. Some topics James returns to often like the 
use of our tongues. 

His final word: If/when someone wanders for the faith the person who leads them back to 
faith has saved them from death and covered a multitude of sins.  

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

Helping a brother or sister find their way back to faith when they stray is a blessed activity. 
It is also one that blesses the person, returning them to life. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

How can I sensitively help brothers and sisters who are headed in the wrong direction? How 
can I help them back on to the Lord’s path? And Lord, may I be open to others with grace and 
love pointing out when I am traveling in the wrong direction with respect to You. Amen. 

 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 

We should be redemptive people… opening our arms to those who have strayed, inviting 
and accompanying people back to the Lord. This means we must be willing to come along side 
people who have wandered far from God. Think about that… 

 
 

Thursday, July 7: 1Peter1:1-2 NIV2011 
1:1 Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ,  
To God’s elect, exiles scattered throughout the provinces of Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, 

Asia and Bithynia, 2 who have been chosen according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, 
through the sanctifying work of the Spirit, to be obedient to Jesus Christ and sprinkled with his 
blood:  

Grace and peace be yours in abundance.  
 

What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 
Today I thought I would ponder Peter’s opening… 



Peter an apostle of Jesus Christ, no fanfare, no privilege, simply an apostle, a sent one of 
God. 

Who is he writing to? People who are elect… God’s elect, scattered throughout many areas. 
Not only are they elect, but they are also chosen according to the foreknowledge of God the 
Father, through the sanctifying work of the Spirit, to be obedient to Jesus Christ and sprinkled 
with his blood. (Note the fully trinitarian statement and the particular work of each person of 
the Trinity.  Oh, the love of God that saves us!) 

Grace and peace be yours in abundance. (My favorite signature line, grace, and peace… 
Grace unmerited favor- we earn and are owed nothing. Peace, the wonderful shalom of God, 
harmony, peace, and balance with God and humanity. Now that is a greeting…) 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

Peter’s opening accents the work of God in our salvation. God did it all. God chose us 
through the Father’s election. God sanctified us through the Spirit and Jesus Christ paid for our 
ransom with His blood and call us to obedience to Himself as Lord! 

There is much for us to chew on here. Notice God saved us to be obedient! Think about 
that. We are saved not to thumb our noses at others or to do what we like but to be 
obedient!!! 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

Bill, examine and check your life. Ask yourself this question, “Are you living obediently to 
Jesus”??? 

 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 

The ‘us’ component of this word rings with the call to obedience. Are we as God’s people 
living obediently? Corporately do our gatherings reflect a people living obediently to Jesus? This 
entails piety… our actions toward the Lord,  our treatment of other people, and the 
world/environment as we live each and every day. Obedience to Jesus(!!!) should be our 
obvious calling card displayed for all the world to see.  

 
 

Friday, July 8: 1Peter 1:3-9 NIV2011 
3 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has given us 

new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4 and into an 
inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade. This inheritance is kept in heaven for you, 5 who 
through faith are shielded by God’s power until the coming of the salvation that is ready to be 
revealed in the last time. 6 In all this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while you may 
have had to suffer grief in all kinds of trials. 7 These have come so that the proven genuineness 
of your faith—of greater worth than gold, which perishes even though refined by fire—may 
result in praise, glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed. 8 Though you have not seen him, 
you love him; and even though you do not see him now, you believe in him and are filled with an 
inexpressible and glorious joy, 9 for you are receiving the end result of your faith, the salvation of 
your souls.  



 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

What a message is presented in the opening paragraph. In ancient letters the opening is 
often a praise or prayer. For Peter it is both. 

Peter opens by praising God the Father and Jesus. He praises God for his great mercy given 
to us in our new birth in the living hope we have because of Jesus’ resurrection. (The church I 
serve derives its name from this verse, Living Hope Community Church.) Our living hope is an 
inheritance that, I love this wording, can never perish, spoil or fade (in other words it is 
guaranteed!). The vault where our inheritance is kept is in heaven… i.e., God’s palace (that is 
about as secure as anything can be). 

Peter adds another wonderful aspect of our salvation… we are shielded by God’s power 
until the finality of our salvation is revealed (at Jesus’ return). (Before moving on, think about 
the imagery of being shielded by God’s power… that is an impenetrable shield!) 

All of this is cause for our rejoicing… even though as Peter notes, for a little while you may 
have had to suffer grief in all kinds of trials. (Peter’s readers are clearly going through some 
trial/persecution. This also gives me comfort when I go through trials or persecutions too.) The 
trials prove the genuineness of faith. Faith is of greater value than gold and may result in praise, 
glory, and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed.  

Lastly, Peter praises God that even though his readers haven’t’ seen God/Jesus they believe 
and are filled with inexpressible and glorious joy (what a word picture). Peter’s final word is that 
we are receiving the end result of your faith, the salvation of your souls. 

That is an opening praise and prayer!!! 
 

What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

One significant take away from this passage is that even though we may go through 
hardships and persecutions we are safe in the arms of the Lord through our faith in Jesus and 
the efficacy of His resurrection. Notice the key words… 

can never perish, spoil or fade 
kept in heaven for you 
shielded by God’s power 
receiving the end result of your faith, the salvation of your souls 

We are secure in our faith in Jesus because of all that God has done and is doing for us!!! 
 

What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 
For me this is an invitation to rejoice in all God is doing and has done for me… each person 

of the Trinity is part of my salvation. God is so good…and I can join Peter in praising God, 
Father, Jesus, and Holy Spirit. 

 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 

No boasting, no arrogance allowed. We are saved because of what God has done in Jesus. 
We earn nothing and we are secure because of the Lord God’s work. 

As believers and as a church we get to offer this Good News to the world!!! 
 



 
Saturday, July 9: 1Peter 1:10-12 NIV2011  

10 Concerning this salvation, the prophets, who spoke of the grace that was to come to you, 
searched intently and with the greatest care, 11 trying to find out the time and circumstances to 
which the Spirit of Christ in them was pointing when he predicted the sufferings of the Messiah 
and the glories that would follow. 12 It was revealed to them that they were not serving 
themselves but you, when they spoke of the things that have now been told you by those who 
have preached the gospel to you by the Holy Spirit sent from heaven. Even angels long to look 
into these things.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

Regarding salvation, the OT prophets spoke of the things that were to come, namely the 
sufferings of the Messiah and the glories that would follow His sacrifice. What they spoke was 
truly for us, not simply for themselves. And these things have now been preached to you in the 
gospel empowered by the Holy Spirit. Angels, messengers, and servants of God, long to know 
all these things. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

The OT prophetic writings provide a foretaste of the sufferings of the Messiah and the 
glories of His reign and corroborate the Gospel, which has made the work of Jesus known to the 
world.  

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

The Lord says understanding the OT is critically important for understanding the Gospel of 
Jesus.  

 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 

The Bible has two parts, the first and second testaments, and both are important for 
understanding the will and way of the Lord. We are to be people of the entire Word of God. 

 
 

Sunday, July 10, 2022 –Sunday Worship  
 
 

If any of my thoughts or the Bible readings spark questions send an email reply and I will do my 
best to answer all questions from people on the list… I will answer personal questions privately; 
general questions will be answered in a subsequent email installment.  
 
If you are reading along with me from the Living Hope website you can send questions or request 
being placed on the weekly email list by emailing Lisa at office@LivingHopeCT.org.   

 
 



Click here for an audio link to my sermons, https://livinghopect.org/resources/audio-sermons. 
Sermons are generally posted within 2 days. We also livestream our full services which are up on our 
YouTube channel, https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgKURRsbX92qqIFgDF1iRWA 

 
 

https://livinghopect.org/resources/audio-sermons
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgKURRsbX92qqIFgDF1iRWA

