
The Weekly Word 
June 27- July 3, 2022 

 
Hello Bible readers. This week we will be reading James 4-5. I hope you are blessed as you 

join me. Happy reading… 
Grace and Peace, Bill  

 
To hear the Bible read click this link… http://www.biblegateway.com/resources/audio/. 

 
Monday, June 27: James 4:1-6 NIV2011 

4:1 What causes fights and quarrels among you? Don’t they come from your desires that 
battle within you? 2 You desire but do not have, so you kill. You covet but you cannot get what 
you want, so you quarrel and fight. You do not have because you do not ask God. 3 When you 
ask, you do not receive, because you ask with wrong motives, that you may spend what you get 
on your pleasures.  

4 You adulterous people, don’t you know that friendship with the world means enmity 
against God? Therefore, anyone who chooses to be a friend of the world becomes an enemy of 
God. 5 Or do you think Scripture says without reason that he jealously longs for the spirit he has 
caused to dwell in us? 6 But he gives us more grace. That is why Scripture says:  

“God opposes the proud  
but shows favor to the humble.”  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

James packs his paragraphs with teaching. In these 6 verses James touches a number of 
subjects.  

James begins calling us to look inside and ask ourselves what causes the fights and quarrels 
that rage in us. Then he pinpoints and answer, our desire for more. Our coveting leads to 
quarrels and fights (absolutely my desire for things sparks envy, quarrels, etc.). From this 
position James springs upon the issue that we don’t have because we don’t ask God, or we ask 
God with wrong (selfish) motives. 

James continues to underscore our selfishness by saying that we have befriended the world 
rather than God. Befriending means we are at enmity with God (v4). God is jealous for us. He 
desires and deserves exclusive loyalty and fidelity from us… this is His jealousy! So, we are told, 
“God opposes the proud but shows favor to the humble.”  

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

The message is that our friendship with the world (embracing the world’s values and 
character) puts us at odds with God and closes off our lines of effective prayer with God. In this 
state our fleshly self grows leading to quarrels and fights as we seek our own good rather than 
others’ good. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 



Look inside, Bill, see if your selfishness is causing you to be contentious. If so, check your 
heart. Have you become so enamored with the world that you are boxing God out of places in 
your life? Look deeply, Bill. Look deeply. 

 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 

The ‘us’ piece of this is that way too often our selfish desires are the spark for quarrels and 
fights. This leads to problems within the body and poor witness to the world. God forbidteach 
us humility, Lord. Teach us to keep our love for You primary in our lives and in the life of our 
community. 

 
 

Tuesday, June 28: James 4:7-10 NIV2011 
7 Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. 8 Come near to 

God and he will come near to you. Wash your hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, you 
double-minded. 9 Grieve, mourn and wail. Change your laughter to mourning and your joy to 
gloom. 10 Humble yourselves before the Lord, and he will lift you up.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

So, what do we do when we are gripped by selfishness and find ourselves befriending the 
world rather than the Lord? 

According to James, we need to submit to God, and we resist the devil. Then watch the devil 
flee from us. (The devil is afraid of God so when we press into God and submit to Him, the devil 
flees). There is a double bonus, when we come near to God, God comes near to us! (I am 
reminded of the Prodigal son, when he turned and started home, we are told as soon as the 
Father saw him the Father ran to him!)  

James then adds one more element. Wash your hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, 
you double-minded. (Confess, get right with God.) And Humble yourselves before the Lord, and 
he will lift you up. (And remember it is about God not yourself!) 

This is James’ recipe for invigorating one’s life in Christ.  
 

What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

James gives us a recipe for growing in Jesus. Submit to God, resist the devil. Purify your life 
through confession, keep yourself humble before the Lord.  This is the way to keep oneself 
connected to the Lord and growing in Him. (I love the way James presents a problem and then 
gives us a solution.) 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

James is inviting me out into deeper waters of faith… pressing closer to the Lord. This means 
surrendering myself to His will more and more. This means seeking what He wants of me and 
for me as I near the next season of life. And it also means resisting the temptations that the 
world places constantly before me. Lord, help me to do Your will and to surrender to it. 

 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 



As a body of believers, we need to make sure that we- the corporate body- also surrenders 
to God’s will and that we define success by God’s measurement and desires not by the world’s 
measures. 

 
 

Wednesday, June 29: James 4:11-12 NIV2011 
11 Brothers and sisters, do not slander one another. Anyone who speaks against a brother or 

sister or judges them speaks against the law and judges it. When you judge the law, you are not 
keeping it, but sitting in judgment on it. 12 There is only one Lawgiver and Judge, the one who is 
able to save and destroy. But you—who are you to judge your neighbor?  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

James returns our use of the tongue. In this section he speaks against negative 
interpersonal speech. 

Do not slander a brother or sister. When we speak against a brother or sister, we break the 
law by putting ourselves above the law. God will not tolerate that. The Lord is the law giver and 
judge. He alone can save or destroy. Who are we to dare and judge our neighbor (and thus act 
as if we are God)? 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

James’ message: do not speak against -slander or hurt- others, particularly brothers and 
sisters. When we speak against others we act as if we are God (take a moment to think about 
this). The Lord will not tolerate anyone usurping His position.  

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

The Lord reminds me that I must be very careful about my words to and about others, 
particularly brothers and sisters in the church. Words matter. God wants us to build up not tear 
down… 

 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 

The church fellowship should be a safe haven for people who come in. One aspect of this 
should be those words spoken to and about one another should be encouraging and up-
building never tearing down and slandering.  

How we speak to and about one another matters. 
 
 

Thursday, June 30: James 4:13-17 NIV2011 
13 Now listen, you who say, “Today or tomorrow we will go to this or that city, spend a year 

there, carry on business and make money.” 14 Why, you do not even know what will happen 
tomorrow. What is your life? You are a mist that appears for a little while and then vanishes. 
15 Instead, you ought to say, “If it is the Lord’s will, we will live and do this or that.” 16 As it is, you 
boast in your arrogant schemes. All such boasting is evil. 17 If anyone, then, knows the good they 
ought to do and doesn’t do it, it is sin for them.  



 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

James now turns his attention to boasting, which we learn can take the form of simply 
announcing we will do this or that (as if we have the power to make it happen). According to 
James boasting is evil. (Think about that, boasting is evil?!?) 

Boasting according to James can be as simple as proclaiming that we are going to do 
something, travel, make money, etc. James shows that it is boasting because we have cannot 
even control what will happen in our lives even tomorrow. We are a mist, James says. 

Instead, we should say, “If it is the Lord’s will, we will live and do this or that.” (Thinking 
about this, boasting is anything we say, that we cannot guarantee. We are taking credit where 
credit is due to the Lord.) 

Now that we know this, will we change our ways and do what God tells us to do??? 
 

What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

Boasting, claiming you can do something that is actually in the purview of God’s domain is 
evil! Don’t do it.  

Question, do we have to add the words “If it is the Lord’s will…” to all our sentences 
whenever we talk about things in the future? I don’t know for certain, but it seems that the 
issue is as much attitudinal as verbal. If we are claiming we can do X Y or Z in our own strength 
without the Lord then it absolutely is boasting, and we have sinned. If in our heart we know 
that anything we do must be done through the Lord's will and people know that about us, then 
those words likely do not have to appear in every sentence regarding the future. Either way it is 
important to recognize that we can lay no claims on the future and when we do, we are sinning 
because we are playing God. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

The Lord is reminding me that I am not the captain of my own ship, and I am not the master 
of my own fate. I may have hopes and dreams, but hopefully I have lifted them through prayer 
and conversation with the Lord. If the Lord is not involved, then nothing is sure. My life and the 
things I do in the future are in God's hands, so I'd best be seeking God about what God would 
like me to do in the future.  

 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 

James seems to be speaking to individual believers more than the church in this and most of 
his letter. Therefore the “church” element of this is the same as the personal one. Bodies of 
believers need to be seeking the Lord about what He would have us to do. And we must be 
careful never to become boastful about the things we are going to do. 

 
 

Friday, July 1: James 5:7-12 NIV2011 
5:1 Now listen, you rich people, weep and wail because of the misery that is coming on you. 

2 Your wealth has rotted, and moths have eaten your clothes. 3 Your gold and silver are 
corroded. Their corrosion will testify against you and eat your flesh like fire. You have hoarded 



wealth in the last days. 4 Look! The wages you failed to pay the workers who mowed your fields 
are crying out against you. The cries of the harvesters have reached the ears of the Lord 
Almighty. 5 You have lived on earth in luxury and self-indulgence. You have fattened yourselves 
in the day of slaughter. u 6 You have condemned and murdered the innocent one, who was not 
opposing you.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

James returns to the topic of wealth, speaking strongly against people who are rich. The 
reason the rich are rich appears in verse 4… the wealthy have defrauded workers who 
produced the wealth for them (farmers and harvesters etc. … the common laborers who 
worked the fields for the wealthy). Not only will their wealth condemn them (verse 2-3) and 
their cheating workers come back to accuse them. Additionally, the wealthy have lived in 
luxury; the inference being that those who lived in poverty were all around them and the rich 
did nothing to help them.  James goes on to say, You have condemned and murdered the 
innocent one, who was not opposing you. (The inference is that the poor have died because of 
the callousness of the wealthy not to help them…)  

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

Two thoughts rattle in my mind. One question emerging from this text is, can one become 
wealthy without exploiting workers? My heart wants to say it is possible, but history exposes 
how true James is. How often people grow mega wealthy while the workers of these companies 
may not be provided with a livable wage. Certainly, this was true in the plantation/slave 
economy of the south. Is it true of the Amazon or McDonalds culture? Probably.  

The second thought grows from the observation that wealthy lived in luxury while the 
workers were in poverty. So,if we have grown wealthy by legitimate means, then we as Christ 
followers should use our wealth to better the world and help people in need.  

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

The challenge growing from this text is, am I using my wealth to help people in need, 
sharing the love of Jesus that lives in my heart? Lord, I hope and pray I am. I don’t want to have 
the curse of verse 5-6 upon me: You have lived on earth in luxury and self-indulgence. You have 
fattened yourselves in the day of slaughter.  You have condemned and murdered the innocent 
one, who was not opposing you. 

 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 

I am wondering if a corporate challenge from this passage might be, “Are we, as a church, 
using our church wealth to help others, particularly people in need.” 

 
 

Saturday, July 2: James 5:13-20 NIV2011  
7 Be patient, then, brothers and sisters, until the Lord’s coming. See how the farmer waits for 

the land to yield its valuable crop, patiently waiting for the autumn and spring rains. 8 You too, 



be patient and stand firm, because the Lord’s coming is near. 9 Don’t grumble against one 
another, brothers and sisters, or you will be judged. The Judge is standing at the door!  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

James calls his readers to find patience until the Lord returns. He uses the example of a 
farmer waiting for the land to yield its crop after planting. In addition to patience, James calls 
folks to stand firm. (James’ intention is to stand firm in the faith, to remain faithful as they wait 
for the Lord’s return.) Before he closes James adds one more comment that touches one of his 
most frequent topics… the tongue. James says, don’t grumble against one another. (Again, 
when waiting, we often become irritable and James calls believers to resist taking out our 
frustrations against one another. It is interesting how often James returns to the use of our 
tongues.) 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

We have a book we read to our grandkids; Waiting is not Easy. No matter our age waiting is 
not easy. And waiting for Jesus’ return is not easy especially when you are oppressed and 
persecuted. James tells us, despite the difficulty, we must wait until God determines it is the 
correct time for Jesus to return. We are still waiting two thousand years later. And we will have 
to wait until God says, it is time. When that will be??? I don’t know. 

And while we wait, we are to live Christianly, honoring the Lord God with the way we live 
and speak!!!   

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

To me God is saying when I am stressed, anxious, tired, and the like I need to guard my 
tongue from speaking evil to or about others. Also, I need to cultivate patience in all arenas of 
my life… 

 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 

In our fast-paced world we, in the church, need to cultivate patience… patience with others 
particularly those who don’t look, sound or act like me (us). Also, we need to be patient with 
the Lord when He chooses in His sovereign will to not answer us on our timetable (or with the 
answer we want). As a community this might mean things don’t happen according to our 
timetable but God… He alone is sovereign!  

 
 

Sunday, July 3, 2022 –Sunday Worship  
 
 

If any of my thoughts or the Bible readings spark questions send an email reply and I will do my 
best to answer all questions from people on the list… I will answer personal questions privately; 
general questions will be answered in a subsequent email installment.  
 



If you are reading along with me from the Living Hope website you can send questions or request 
being placed on the weekly email list by emailing Lisa at office@LivingHopeCT.org.   

 
 

Click here for an audio link to my sermons, https://livinghopect.org/resources/audio-sermons. 
Sermons are generally posted within 2 days. We also livestream our full services which are up on our 
YouTube channel, https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgKURRsbX92qqIFgDF1iRWA 

 
 

https://livinghopect.org/resources/audio-sermons
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgKURRsbX92qqIFgDF1iRWA

