
The Weekly Word 
June 13-19, 2022 

 
Hello Bible readers. this week we will be reading James 1 . I hope you are blessed as you join 

me. Happy reading… 
Grace and Peace, Bill  

 
To hear the Bible read click this link… http://www.biblegateway.com/resources/audio/. 

 
Monday, June 13: James 1:21-8 NIV2011 

1:1 James, a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ,  
To the twelve tribes scattered among the nations:  
Greetings.  
2 Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters, whenever you face trials of many kinds, 

3 because you know that the testing of your faith produces perseverance. 4 Let perseverance 
finish its work so that you may be mature and complete, not lacking anything. 5 If any of you 
lacks wisdom, you should ask God, who gives generously to all without finding fault, and it will 
be given to you. 6 But when you ask, you must believe and not doubt, because the one who 
doubts is like a wave of the sea, blown and tossed by the wind. 7 That person should not expect 
to receive anything from the Lord. 8 Such a person is double-minded and unstable in all they do.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

James, who we know from elsewhere is the Lord Jesus’ brother, does not lay claim to his 
familial connection with Jesus as he begins his letter. Rather he writes as a servant of God and 
of the Lord Jesus Christ. His relational connection to Jesus was not importan that was important 
was that he is a believer who followed Jesus as Lord. 

James is writing to believers who were scattered throughout you know the nations, the 
Roman Empire. James’ word is a general word to believers and church people everywhere. 

James dives into a difficult situation directly as he opens his letter. How should a follower of 
Jesus handle trials temptations and difficult times? According to James, with joy. Consider it 
pure joy, my brothers and sisters, whenever you face trials of many kinds… 

And why can we have joy amid trial? We can have joy because God is at work in us. When 
our faith is tested in times of trial we grow in perseverance (in the gym it is the resistance of 
lifting weights that causes our muscles to strengthen. In the faith when we cling to our faith 
even in hard times, we are strengthening our faith muscles.) 

Verse 4 offers us something to chew on. James begins, let persevere finish its work... (so 
often we want a quick fix, we want the first exit, we want to get out from under the trial, 
temptation, and pain as quickly as possible. But James schools us that we should let (allow) 
perseverance to finish its work). Pain and trial are difficult, but it seems that James is telling us 
we must remain faithful even in the face of pain and trial because that is what brings the 
benefit. Because as perseverance continues its work, we grow to become mature and complete 
-our strength and faith lacks nothing. 

Writing about lack propels James to remind the people that when we lack wisdom (knowing 
what to do in a given situation) we have the perfect opportunity to turn and pray to God and 



ask God to fill our lack. James reminds us that God will answer that prayer and will give us what 
it is we need. At this point he gives us strong corrective. We need to ask God with a believing 
heart not a doubting heart. When we believe in God, He provides the answer but when we 
doubt that God is able to do something, when we doubt that God exists, then there are no 
guarantees in prayer because we're not really praying to the God who created everything. In 
those circumstances we are way more like wishing upon a star rather than trusting in God 
Almighty. 

A person who doesn't know God and doesn’t trust in God shouldn't expect God will answer 
their prayers.  

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

James begins by instructing the church about how to handle times of trial and difficulty. 
(Right off the bat this is a reminder that we will go through trials and difficulties and when we 
do, we need to open to these pages and listen anew to what James has to tell us.) What James 
tells us is that we need to reframe our understanding of trial as an opportunity to grow in faith 
and maturity in Jesus and that since God is giving us this opportunity, we should actually find 
joy... our joy is in the Lord who is growing us to be mature and complete.  

James goes on to instruct us that when we lack wisdom all we need to do is turn and speak 
to the Lord and ask Him for it and He will grant it. But when we ask for wisdom (or anything else 
for that matter) we need to do so believing that God is God.  And when we fully trust in the 
Lord not doubting who God is or that He hears and answers our prayers. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

I must learn to reframe trials in my life. Rather than devolving into, ‘woe is me’, I need the 
‘eyes of God’ to realize that the Lord is offering me an opportunity to grow and mature in my 
faith in Jesus. And when I'm in those situations they are the perfect opportunities to learn to 
pray asking God for what I need. When I pray. I need to trust God to be the answer of my 
prayers. 

 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 

This entire section is written to brothers and sisters and while I might individualize this 
passage, it is written to the church. We as the church need to persevere when things get hard, 
and we need to find joy in the fact that God is maturing us. We need to recognize that God is 
just a prayer away and when we lack anything as we go through these trials we only need to 
turn to the Lord and pray believing in Him as the one sovereign and wholly true God and He will 
answer prayers and give us what we need. 

The community component of this word may be as important as the individual component 
of this word. As a community we need to trust God, move through trials to see the joy of 
growth and learn the power of believing prayer. 

 
 

 
 



Tuesday, June 14: James 1:9-11 NIV2011 
9 Believers in humble circumstances ought to take pride in their high position. 10 But the rich 

should take pride in their humiliation—since they will pass away like a wild flower. 11 For the sun 
rises with scorching heat and withers the plant; its blossom falls and its beauty is destroyed. In 
the same way, the rich will fade away even while they go about their business.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

This is the first of several statements James makes to those who are rich. 
James begins exalting the humble expressing that they should take pride in their exalted 

position. (This is definitely a countercultural statement. I am aware of no culture where the 
humble are considered high position.) 

James now says that the rich should take pride in their humiliation This is an interesting 
word choice, ‘taking pride in humiliation’. He goes on to say that the rich like a wildflower will 
soon pass away. (This subtle comment seems to be way of saying to the proud rich. ‘you too 
will have a fleeting life just like everyone else’. James then picks up the wildflower imagery 
explaining its short life span. Scorched by the sun its blossoms fall off and its beauty is 
destroyed. This is analogous to what will happen to the rich whose richness and good life will 
soon fade away. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

This paragraph is a warning to those who are rich in earthly blessings that they should not 
put too much stock in their wealth since like wildflowers their lifestyle will come to an end. 
Their riches cannot save them from the grave. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

Having wealth is not a sign of God's blessing or a sign of God's curse. But those of us who 
have wealth must be careful to keep everything in perspective. Our wealth cannot save us, and 
our wealth certainly will not buy us favor in the Kingdom to come.  

I would certainly be considered among the wealthy, therefore I must beware that I don’t 
grow arrogant and self-approving. I am no better than anyone else because I have the wealth I 
have. Stay humble... That's God's Word to me today. 

 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 

In the church we often treat those who are rich with more distinction. This is a dangerous 
position. Wealth is fleeting and wealth often brings arrogance. James warns us about our 
infatuation with those who have money and resources. 

 
 

Wednesday, June 15: James 1:12-15 NIV2011 
12 Blessed is the one who perseveres under trial because, having stood the test, that person 

will receive the crown of life that the Lord has promised to those who love him.  
13 When tempted, no one should say, “God is tempting me.” For God cannot be tempted by 

evil, nor does he tempt anyone; 14 but each person is tempted when they are dragged away by 



their own evil desire and enticed. 15 Then, after desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin, 
when it is full-grown, gives birth to death.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

James returns to his initial topic of trials. 
James instructs his readers that Christ followers are blessed when they persevere under 

trial. Those who persevere will receive the Lord's crown of life.  
James then sets about to reframe trials and temptations by reminding believers that we 

must never say, “God is tempting me.” There are two reasons for this. One is that God cannot 
be tempted by evil and does not tempt anyone. Two, temptations grow from our own evil 
desires which rise from within and entice us away from God's truth. Using the human life cycle 
as a canvas, James tells us that after evil desires are conceived within us as we engage them, 
they give birth to sin and as the sin continues to grow eventually it leads to death. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

This passage makes two points. First when we persevere (remain faithful) during trials we 
show our faithfulness to the Lord who will in turn give us the crown of life that He promises to 
all who love im. 

And when we are tempted, we must not try to blame God but recognize that temptations 
come from the depraved part of our lives deep within. When we allow temptations to grow 
within us and we feed them it will continue to grow into sin. And if we continue to nourish sin 
in our life it will lead to death... physical and spiritual death. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

When trials come, persevere. That really is God's message to me in this brief passage. Trials 
will come and I need to cultivate the strength and perseverance to stand firm for Jesus in the 
trials of life. I also need to recognize that the trials and temptations come because of sin areas 
that continue to exist in my life. Left to themselves those scenarios will grow and grow leading 
me ultimately to death. But thanks be to God Jesus has died for my sin and gives me the Holy 
Spirit to help guide me during my life.  

 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 

We all need to take responsibility for our own lives and the sin which grows in our own 
lives. We cannot blame God, or anyone or thing else. We are called to persevere in trials, and 
the church is called to hang together and persevere when trials come our way.  

 
 

Thursday, June 16: James 1:16-18 NIV2011 
16 Don’t be deceived, my dear brothers and sisters. 17 Every good and perfect gift is from 

above, coming down from the Father of the heavenly lights, who does not change like shifting 
shadows. 18 He chose to give us birth through the word of truth, that we might be a kind of first 
fruits of all he created.  

 



What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 
James shifts lanes again. This time calling us to understand from where the good things and 

blessings of life come.. 
Every good and perfect gift comes from God. He is the ultimate source of all the good things 

that come into our life, no matter the transport mechanism God might use to bring those things 
into our life. God remains steadfast in who He is. He does not shift or change. And one of the 
good things God has given to us is our new birth in Jesus through the word of truth. We, who 
follow Jesus, are the first fruits of all God created. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

God is the ultimate source of all good in our life. When good things come our way thanking 
God, praising God, and blessing God are appropriate responses. And of the many good things 
that have come our way is our new birth in Jesus. This is one for which we should be eternally 
grateful to God. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

Bill, remember to count God's blessings in your life. Never forget how good God has been to 
you.  

 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 

Again, for the corporate body, the church, we should remember the blessings of God which 
come our way. It is so easy to forget how blessed we truly are. 

 
 

Friday, June 17: James 1:19-21 NIV2011 
19 My dear brothers and sisters, take note of this: Everyone should be quick to listen, slow to 

speak and slow to become angry, 20 because human anger does not produce the righteousness 
that God desires. 21 Therefore, get rid of all moral filth and the evil that is so prevalent and 
humbly accept the word planted in you, which can save you.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

James switches topics again. In this paragraph he challenges Christians to rid their lives of 
anger. He does so by providing a reorienting process. As believers we should cultivate the 
ability to be quick to listen, slow to speak and slow to become angry. James is absolutely 
correct, human anger does not produce the righteousness that God desires.  

James concludes with a charge: rid our lives of all moral filth… we do so by pressing into 
God's truth which is planted in us through God's Word. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

As Christ followers our lives should reflect God's truth and God’s character, which is patient,  
kind, caring, and loving. Therefore, we should seek to be like the Lord and be quick to listen and 
slow to get angry. Human anger does not produce godly results. 



 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

Quick to listen... too many times I'm in a hurry or I already know or believe I know what's 
right and so I don't listen with full attention. I either half-listen or I listen with the intention of 
speaking back my truth. James is asking me to grow in the ability to listen to others, to give 
them priority and to show them value by truly taking in what they are saying. To do this I have 
to hold back my own speech and clear my mind so I can listen. By God's grace this will help me 
be more God sensitive to others. 

 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 

Can a community of God’s people develop the character of being quick to listen, slow to 
speak, and slow are to become angry? What would that look like as a community? I suspect it 
would be incredibly welcoming to new people. 

 
 

Saturday, June 18: James 1:22-25 NIV2011  
22 Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it says. 23 Anyone 

who listens to the word but does not do what it says is like someone who looks at his face in a 
mirror 24 and, after looking at himself, goes away and immediately forgets what he looks like. 
25 But whoever looks intently into the perfect law that gives freedom, and continues in it—not 
forgetting what they have heard, but doing it—they will be blessed in what they do.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

Another paragraph and another topic... 
James bids his people to be men and women who take God's Word and put it into practice. 

In an easily ‘memorize able’ line James says, Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive 
yourselves. Do what it says. James now paints a picture of someone who does not do this, 
someone who listens to the Word but does not do it. James says they are like someone who 
looks in a mirror and then when they turn away immediately forget what they look like. To 
counter this James reminds us that those who look at the law of God and do it will be blessed 
by God. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

For Christians we're not just to study and learn God's Word for the sake of knowing 
information. God's Word is meant to instruct us in how to live. We are to study God's Word not 
just listen to God's Word. This entire paragraph drives that singular point home. 

Be doers of the Word and not hearers only. 
 

What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 
I read God's Word regularly day after day week after week. The real question is, how is 

God's Word changing the way I live? Does my time reading and studying God's Word shape me 
to be a person who reflects more and more clearly God behind the Word? 



Am I a more faithful person this year than I was last year because of my reading and study 
of God's Word? 

 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 

I'm wondering if the community of faith I am part of is actually growing and changing to be 
more like Jesus because of our time together in the Word? I just don't know the answer to this 
question... 

 
 

Sunday, June 19, 2022 –Sunday Worship  
 
 

If any of my thoughts or the Bible readings spark questions send an email reply and I will do my 
best to answer all questions from people on the list… I will answer personal questions privately; 
general questions will be answered in a subsequent email installment.  
 
If you are reading along with me from the Living Hope website you can send questions or request 
being placed on the weekly email list by emailing Lisa at office@LivingHopeCT.org.   

 
 

Click here for an audio link to my sermons, https://livinghopect.org/resources/audio-sermons. 
Sermons are generally posted within 2 days. We also livestream our full services which are up on our 
YouTube channel, https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgKURRsbX92qqIFgDF1iRWA 

 
 

https://livinghopect.org/resources/audio-sermons
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgKURRsbX92qqIFgDF1iRWA

