
The Weekly Word 
June 6-12, 2022 

 
Hello Bible readers. This week we will be reading Psalms 19-21 . I hope you are blessed as 

you join me. Happy reading… 
Grace and Peace, Bill  

 
To hear the Bible read click this link… http://www.biblegateway.com/resources/audio/. 

 
Monday, June 6: Psalm 19:1-6 NIV2011 

1 The heavens declare the glory of God;  
the skies proclaim the work of his hands.  

2 Day after day they pour forth speech;  
night after night they reveal knowledge.  

3 They have no speech, they use no words;  
no sound is heard from them.  

4 Yet their voice goes out into all the earth,  
their words to the ends of the world.  

In the heavens God has pitched a tent for the sun.  
5 It is like a bridegroom coming out of his chamber,  

like a champion rejoicing to run his course.  
6 It rises at one end of the heavens  

and makes its circuit to the other;  
nothing is deprived of its warmth.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

I love the majesty of Psalm 19's opening stanza. The opening words are so poetic I find it 
impossible for my own words to carry the sentiments as well as the translation before me. The 
heavens declare the glory of God; the skies proclaimed the work of his hands. 

Day and night the heavens speak of the glory and wonder of God using no words. In the 
heavens God has painted His presence for everyone to see. Every day the sun makes its circle. 
The sun’s coming in the dawn is like the entrance of the bridegroom or the champion making 
his victory lap. The sun comes up and completes its circuit warming everyone. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

This stanza declares that God paints His presence every day in the magnificence of the 
heavens and the beauty of the skies. Every day God makes His presence (His general revelation) 
known to everyone through the beauty He paints in the skies. The clockwork appearance of the 
sun also reminds us of the glory of God. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

God reminds me how He shouts His presence throughout creation. Just the other day I was 
gazing into my backyard, flowers blooming and trees radiant, I turned to my wife and said, “ I 



wish I had an eye of an artist, so many different colors of green, so many textures in the garden. 
All of this beauty, whether it is our garden in spring or the starry sky at night, shouts the 
wonder of my creating God”. 

 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 

I'm not sure there is a separate ‘us’ significance to this passage beyond what I have found 
individually and what the passage teaches us about the shouts of God through the skies and 
heavens. All around us God declares He is creator. 

 
 

Tuesday, June 7: Psalm 19:7-14 NIV2011 
7 The law of the LORD is perfect,  

refreshing the soul.  
The statutes of the LORD are trustworthy,  

making wise the simple.  
8 The precepts of the LORD are right,  

giving joy to the heart.  
The commands of the LORD are radiant,  

giving light to the eyes.  
9 The fear of the LORD is pure,  

enduring forever.  
The decrees of the LORD are firm,  

and all of them are righteous.  

10 They are more precious than gold,  
than much pure gold;  

they are sweeter than honey,  
than honey from the honeycomb.  

11 By them your servant is warned;  
in keeping them there is great reward.  

12 But who can discern their own errors?  
Forgive my hidden faults.  

13 Keep your servant also from willful sins;  
may they not rule over me.  

Then I will be blameless,  
innocent of great transgression.  

14 May these words of my mouth and this meditation of my heart  
be pleasing in your sight,  
LORD, my Rock and my Redeemer.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

From the wonder of the heavens the writer shifts to the wonder of God's Word.  



The psalmist describes God’s Word using multiple descriptors; the law, statutes, precepts, 
commands, decrees, the fear of the Lord... And with each descriptor He offers a wonderful 
word picture and benefit. 

God's Word is perfect, refreshing the soul 
it is trustworthy, making wise the simple 
it is right, giving joy to the heart 
It is radiant, giving light to the eyes 
it is pure, enduring forever 
It is firm, and righteous. 

God's Word is the firm foundation for everyone who loves the Lord. 
The psalmist continues his accolades... It is more precious than gold even lots of gold. It is 

sweeter than honey even honey straight from the comb. And God's Word serves many 
purposes. It warns God's servants, it offers great reward to those who obey it, it helps those 
who listen to it discern their own error, and it reveals and forgives hidden faults. It helps those 
who follow it to avoid willful sin so they can live lives that are blameless and innocent of great 
transgression. 

The psalmist concludes with a prayer (that many a preacher repeat prior to the start of their 
message). May these words of my mouth and this meditation of my heart be pleasing in your 
sight, LORD, my Rock and my Redeemer.  

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

This portion of Psalm 19 is an ode to the Word of God. Like the continual lapping of waves 
along a shoreline beach the psalmist rolls, extoling one word picture after another about the 
Word of God. This portion of scripture reminds us how important God's word is to God's family. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

The Lord God reminds me how precious the Word of God is to me and to anyone who seeks 
to love and follow the Lord. 

 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 

How precious is God's Word to the church. Our Calling is to be people of the Word and as 
we do so we, God’s church and God's people, can live blamelessly and innocent of great 
transgressions. 

 
 

Wednesday, June 8: Psalm 20:1-5 NIV2011 
1 May the LORD answer you when you are in distress;  

may the name of the God of Jacob protect you.  
2 May he send you help from the sanctuary  

and grant you support from Zion.  
3 May he remember all your sacrifices  

and accept your burnt offerings. i  
4 May he give you the desire of your heart  



and make all your plans succeed.  
5 May we shout for joy over your victory  

and lift up our banners in the name of our God.  

May the LORD grant all your requests.  
 

What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 
This Psalm is a prayer prayed for the king. (Maybe it's a prayer we should pray for all our 

leaders?) 
The psalmist prays for his king, his leader that God would answer him when he is in distress 

and that God would protect him. That God would send help from God's sanctuary and grant 
support for Zion (Israel). The prayer petitions God not to forget the sacrifices (to the Lord) that 
the king has made. It goes on to ask God to give him the desires of his hearts. (I note that this 
comes after recognizing that the king is making sacrifices to God inferring that the king is a 
person who seeks after God to do God's will.) The psalmist asks that the king would have 
victory and the people would shout for joy. The psalmist praise for the king that God would 
fulfill all his requests (I think it's a fair assumption that the prayer is being prayed believing that 
the king seeks to do God's business not merely his own business.) 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

I have never realized before how much of this Psalm is really a reminder for us to be praying 
in like manner for our leaders... That God would be with them in distress and protect them. 
That God would also send help in times of trouble. That our leaders being men and women of 
trust in the Lord (note the sacrifices and offerings made) and that from this position of 
faithfulness that God would empower their plans, bring them victory, and grant their requests. 

Certainly, this prayer might need to be altered for some for leaders who are not followers of 
the Lord; still this Psalm is instructive on how we might pray for our leaders. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

I am feeling some guilt for not being more faithful in prayer for governmental leaders.... 
 

What does this passage mean and say to us? 
Since this prayer is in the book of psalms, it was likely used both as individuals and maybe 

even in corporate worship. Thus, it is a reminder for us to pray for leaders when we gather for 
worship.  

 
 

Thursday, June 9: Psalm 20:1-9 NIV2011 
6 Now this I know:  

The LORD gives victory to his anointed.  
He answers him from his heavenly sanctuary  

with the victorious power of his right hand.  
7 Some trust in chariots and some in horses,  



but we trust in the name of the LORD our God.  
8 They are brought to their knees and fall,  

but we rise up and stand firm.  
9 LORD, give victory to the king!  

Answer us when we call! 
 

What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 
The prayer for the king continues... 
The psalmist states this foundational belief that propels his prayer, the Lord gives victory to 

His anointed. The Lord answers the king from heaven. 
Fidelity to the Lord is the bedrock of the King's strength. I love the way the psalmist puts it; 

Some trust in chariots and some in horses, but we trust in the name of the LORD our God. 
The Psalm closes with a prayer for the king (which I suspect is the driving prayer-petition for 

the entire Psalm). LORD, give victory to the king! Answer us when we call! 
 

What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

The driving lesson of this Psalm is to be praying for the community’s leader (in this case, 
king). Buoyed by the fact that the leader is faithful to the Lord, the community prays believing 
that God will answer. Believing that God will give victory. Believing the Lord is on their side. 

The writer of this Psalm believes that prayer is effective; this is a lesson that each one of us 
who prays should hold onto. Prayer is God's gift to God's people and is particularly effective 
when we are praying for leaders who obey and follow the Lord. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

The absolute confidence of the psalmist that God will hear their prayers and answer 
positively is an effective witness to me to keep on , trusting that God will answer and God will 
protect His people. 

 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 

The Psalm is a shout out to the church, the community of people who believe in Almighty 
God, to be prayerful people praying for their leaders. It also admonishes them to trust that as 
they pray God will answer, lead, and protect His people. 

 
 

Friday, June 10: Psalm 21:1-7 NIV2011 
1 The king rejoices in your strength, LORD.  

How great is his joy in the victories you give!  

2 You have granted him his heart’s desire  
and have not withheld the request of his lips.  

3 You came to greet him with rich blessings  
and placed a crown of pure gold on his head.  

4 He asked you for life, and you gave it to him—  



length of days, for ever and ever.  
5 Through the victories you gave, his glory is great;  

you have bestowed on him splendor and majesty.  
6 Surely you have granted him unending blessings  

and made him glad with the joy of your presence.  
7 For the king trusts in the LORD;  

through the unfailing love of the Most High  
he will not be shaken.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

This is an accolade for a faith-filled king. 
The psalmist recounts many varied blessings the Lord has bestowed upon the king. 

Victories. Riches. Long life. And while the Psalm unfolds it seems as though these blessings are 
bestowed upon the king because he is king, until you come to verse 7. There we learn, the king 
trusts in the Lord... this changes the tenor of the Psalm for the blessings occur because of the 
faithfulness of the king not his office as king. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

As I think about this it seems to quietly be reminding us God blesses those who are faithful. 
In this Psalm the blessing is upon a faithful king. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

This Psalm is written by someone other than the king. The psalmist is really praising God for 
the faithfulness of the king. This reminds me that I need to give thanks for leaders who show a 
genuine and heartfelt belief in Jesus. 

 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 

This Psalm reminds me that we should give honor where honor is due, to our leaders and 
those in authority over us. And we should particularly honor those who have a deep, abiding, 
and transparent faith. 

 
 

Saturday, June 11: Psalm 21:8-13 NIV2011  
8 Your hand will lay hold on all your enemies;  

your right hand will seize your foes.  
9 When you appear for battle,  

you will burn them up as in a blazing furnace.  
The LORD will swallow them up in his wrath,  

and his fire will consume them.  
10 You will destroy their descendants from the earth,  

their posterity from mankind.  
11 Though they plot evil against you  

and devise wicked schemes, they cannot succeed.  



12 You will make them turn their backs  
when you aim at them with drawn bow.  

13 Be exalted in your strength, LORD;  
we will sing and praise your might. 

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

Beginning in verse 8 this Psalm feels much more like an ode to the Lord rather than praise 
to the king. 

You (the Lord) will seize and take hold of Your enemies... 
In battle You will burn up your enemies like a blazing fire… 
The Lord will swallow and consume them in battle... 
And destroy their descendants... 
Enemies will plot against You but will not succeed...  
You will turn them back when You draw Your bow… 
Verse 12: You are exalted Lord… People praise You and sing of Your praise. 
 

What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

We are secure when the Lord fights for us. Our security is in the Lord.  
 

What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 
The Lord wins, He will never be defeated. When people try to defeat Him the Lord is never 

defeated. When I stand with Him His victory protects me. 
 

What does this passage mean and say to us? 
Our strength is never in ourselves, our strength is in the Lord our God.  
 
 

Sunday, June 12, 2022 –Sunday Worship  
 
 

If any of my thoughts or the Bible readings spark questions send an email reply and I will do my 
best to answer all questions from people on the list… I will answer personal questions privately; 
general questions will be answered in a subsequent email installment.  
 
If you are reading along with me from the Living Hope website you can send questions or request 
being placed on the weekly email list by emailing Lisa at office@LivingHopeCT.org.   

 
 

Click here for an audio link to my sermons, https://livinghopect.org/resources/audio-sermons. 
Sermons are generally posted within 2 days. We also livestream our full services which are up on our 
YouTube channel, https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgKURRsbX92qqIFgDF1iRWA 

 
 

https://livinghopect.org/resources/audio-sermons
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgKURRsbX92qqIFgDF1iRWA

