
The Weekly Word 
May 30- June 5, 2022 

 
Hello Bible readers.This week we will be reading Genesis 2&3. I hope you are blessed as you 

join me. Happy reading… 
Grace and Peace, Bill  

 
To hear the Bible read click this link… http://www.biblegateway.com/resources/audio/. 

 
Monday, May 30: Genesis 2:4-9 NIV2011 

4 This is the account of the heavens and the earth when they were created, when the LORD 
God made the earth and the heavens.  

5 Now no shrub had yet appeared on the earth and no plant had yet sprung up, for the LORD 
God had not sent rain on the earth and there was no one to work the ground, 6 but streams 
came up from the earth and watered the whole surface of the ground. 7 Then the LORD God 
formed a man w from the dust of the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and 
the man became a living being.  

8 Now the LORD God had planted a garden in the east, in Eden; and there he put the man he 
had formed. 9 The LORD God made all kinds of trees grow out of the ground—trees that were 
pleasing to the eye and good for food. In the middle of the garden were the tree of life and the 
tree of the knowledge of good and evil.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) What does the passage mean for 
all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit believers everywhere in the world.) 

As I did once last week so again today I combine my first two questions into one longer 
statement. 

Our passage this morning is a second account of the heavens and the earth when they were 
created, when the Lord God made the earth and the heavens. It is paramount to recognize that 
God is again portrayed as the Creator of all things-the earth and the heavens. I believe it is 
possible to disagree over the specifics of creation Biblically, but here in Genesis and throughout 
the Bible, God is portrayed as the one and only Creator of the heavens and the earth. And this is 
the bedrock truth we as Christians must absolutely hold. 

Certainly, this description of creation differs from Genesis 1. Harmonies could be made 
placing various elements of verses 5 through 7 into the days of creation but it seems to me that 
this is unnecessary. Could it be that God has given us these two views of His creating so that we 
don't get all twisted in regard to the specifics and miss the big themes? 

Genesis 1 clearly leads to the creation of humanity as very good and ruler over the rest of 
creation and to the establishment of the seven-day cycle with the 7th day being a day of rest. 
Genesis 2 leads to humanity being placed in dominion over the earth and the garden God has 
created and focuses on the creation of male and female as complementary parts of the human 
whole. 

After describing streams watering the earth this account describes the formation of man 
from the dust of the ground. Then God breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and the man 
became a living being. Man is made from the same elemental building blocks as everything else 



in creation. Man is a part of creation. And it is the breath of God in man that causes man to 
become a living being. (Check out Ezekiel 37 and how the breath of God brings to life the dry 
bones in the valley.) It is the breath of God, the spirit of God, that bring humanity to life. 

At this point the account explains that God placed man in the Garden of Eden where God 
had previously planted a garden and made all kinds of trees grow... The trees were pleasing to 
the eye and good for food. It is at this point that the writer introduces the tree of the 
knowledge of good and evil, which will feature prominently in chapter three of Genesis. 

 
 What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

First, this passage reinforces that God is Creator and that I and everything around me in this 
world is creation. I am but a speck of dust in the cosmos and yet God, the Creator of all things 
knows me, knows the number of hairs on my head, He knows the length of my days, and He 
knows the heartaches of my heart. Despite my insignificance I am known by the Owith the 
terminal and incomprehensible significance. 

Also, I am reminded that despite the mechanisms of human procreation it is the breath of 
God breathed into a human being that makes her or him a living being  

Oh, the wonder and the magnificence of the Lord God Almighty. 
 

What does this passage mean and say to us? 
As I think about this passage through the lens of ‘us' I am thinking about the dignity of each 

human being because each one is brought to life by the breath of Almighty God. Since it is the 
breath of God in each living human being that brings it to life, we should honor all other human 
beings for being a unique creation of God. Honoring brothers and sisters of every height and 
hue and age and ability should be a hallmark born from this creation account. We, in the church 
above all people, should honor the dignity of every human being. 

 
 

Tuesday, May 31: Genesis 2:10-17 NIV2011 
10 A river watering the garden flowed from Eden; from there it was separated into four 

headwaters. 11 The name of the first is the Pishon; it winds through the entire land of Havilah, 
where there is gold. 12 (The gold of that land is good; aromatic resin j and onyx are also there.) 
13 The name of the second river is the Gihon; it winds through the entire land of Cush. 14 The 
name of the third river is the Tigris; it runs along the east side of Ashur. And the fourth river is 
the Euphrates.  

15 The LORD God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to work it and take care of 
it. 16 And the LORD God commanded the man, “You are free to eat from any tree in the garden; 
17 but you must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for when you eat from 
it you will certainly die.”  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

Genesis 2 continues with a description of four key rivers, the Pishon, Gihon, Tigris, and 
Euphrates. After describing the course of these four rivers we come to the main attraction of 
this section, God’s placing the man in the Garden of Eden. 



Man's purpose in the garden is to work it and take care of it. After this God gives man 
freedom to eat from any tree in the garden except from the tree of the knowledge of good and 
evil, for when you eat from it you will certainly die. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

In this brief section we are told what God charged the man when He put him in the garden 
of Eden. Man's charge was to work the garden and to take care of it. When we think about the 
responsibility of humanity over the earth, we need to add this phrase ‘to work it and take care 
of it’ to the previous word God spoke to man to rule over the animals of the land. It seems to 
me that this passage gives us an indication of how we are to rule of the earth... We are to work 
and take care of it. Humanity is to steward the earth.  

 
 What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

The earth is not ours to rape and pillage but to work and care for. For me this is the 
beginning of my theology of care for the world we have been given. I personally believe that 
human oversight over the land is to care for it. For me this has a component of doing what is 
best for the world and the inhabitants of the world, human and animals. It is from these verses 
that my environmental conservationist understandings flow. We are not simply to get the most 
out of the world leaving it in worse condition than we found it. Instead, we as humans need to 
use the land in such a way that it  sustains life until Jesus returns. 

 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 

I believe we all need to take the view that the world is ours to conserve and care for. Can 
this be pushed too far? Certainly, I think some environmentalists move beyond reason. But I do 
believe that we need to be cautious about using up resources and polluting our planet so that 
we weaken its ability to sustain life in the years, decades, and centuries to come. I know that 
Jesus will return sometime but I don't know when and I believe we need to live as if His coming 
is a long way off. Maybe by God's grace His coming will be soon but if it isn't we will be giving 
our children, grandchildren, and great grandchildren an earthly habitat that will sustain them 
and generations after them should Jesus tarry. 

 
 

Wednesday, June 1: Genesis 2:18-24 NIV2011 
18 The LORD God said, “It is not good for the man to be alone. I will make a helper suitable for 

him.”  
19 Now the LORD God had formed out of the ground all the wild animals and all the birds in 

the sky. He brought them to the man to see what he would name them; and whatever the man 
called each living creature, that was its name. 20 So the man gave names to all the livestock, the 
birds in the sky and all the wild animals.  

But for Adam no suitable helper was found. 21 So the LORD God caused the man to fall into a 
deep sleep; and while he was sleeping, he took one of the man’s ribs and then closed up the 
place with flesh. 22 Then the LORD God made a woman from the rib x he had taken out of the 
man, and he brought her to the man.  



23 The man said,  
“This is now bone of my bones  

and flesh of my flesh;  
she shall be called ‘woman,’  

for she was taken out of man.”  
24 That is why a man leaves his father and mother and is united to his wife, and they become one 
flesh.  

25 Adam and his wife were both naked, and they felt no shame.  
 

What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 
This passage tells us that God recognized that the man needed a companion, it is not good 

for the man to be alone. So, God sets out to make a helper for him. First, God forms the animals 
of the land and birds in the sky. God parades them before man who names them. But they were 
not suitable companions for the man. 

So, God anesthetizes the man,  takes a rib and forms another human being out of the rib 
which the man calls woman. The man is overjoyed, “She is of the same essence as I am”. The 
man and the woman connect, cleave together,' marry'. And Moses adds the very familiar line 
that is why a man leaves his father and his mother and his united to his wife, and they become 
one flesh. 

The passage concludes, Adam and his wife were both naked, and they felt no shame. 
 

What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

It is difficult to harmonize this passage with Genesis 1. My recommendation is not to try. 
Simply accept Genesis 1 and Genesis 2 as two descriptions of God's creation. Each is telling us 
something unique about creation. I don't believe they are meant to be scientific descriptions of 
how creation occurred, but that's just me. 

First, God recognizes that is not good for the man to be alone. We humans are created to be 
relational beings. We are meant to be in relationship with one another and with our creator. 
This truth shouts from this verse.  

God seeks to fill the void in the man's life. First, He creates the various animals and brings 
them to the man. The man names them but none of them can fill the companionship void that 
the man has. So, God takes a portion of the man and creates a woman from it. When the man 
sees the woman, he is overjoyed. The man exclaims, “This is now bone of my bones and flesh of 
my flesh; she shall be called ‘woman,’ for she was taken out of man.”  

At this point Moses inserts the common words used at a wedding about the two becoming 
one flesh. Then Moses notes that the man and the woman were naked, but they felt no shame. 
(Unfortunately, in chapter 3 when sin enters the world shame too will enter the world.) 

Two things we learn in this passage are that humanity is a relational being and that 
marriage from its inception is a man and a woman. 

I need to know that when God said He was forming a helper (verse 18 ) for the man, it does 
not imply that the helper is secondary or less then the man. In the Old Testament that word for 
‘helper’ is used twice of woman but ten times of the king or of God. And certainly, God is not 
less than a human being. By helper God is simply explaining that He is filling what the man 



lacked. This is what God does for us so often. We are not to read into the word ‘helper’ that the 
‘helper’ is somehow subservient, as if they are a slave or a secretary or something like that. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

The whisper of the Holy Spirit is one inviting me to be thankful for my wife and the other 
companions God has given to me along the journey of life. 

 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 

The 'us' nature of this question underscores that we truly are relational beings. We travel 
through this life with others. In the church God has given us each other, brothers and 
sisters,who can walk the road of life together. I believe we should be thankful for the church 
and the companions with which God gives us to do life and to do faith together. 

 
 

Thursday, June 2: Genesis 3:1-5 NIV2011 
3:1 Now the serpent was more crafty than any of the wild animals the Lord God had made. 

He said to the woman, “Did God really say, ‘You must not eat from any tree in the garden’?”  
2 The woman said to the serpent, “We may eat fruit from the trees in the garden, 3 but God 

did say, ‘You must not eat fruit from the tree that is in the middle of the garden, and you must 
not touch it, or you will die.’ ”  

4 “You will not certainly die,” the serpent said to the woman. 5 “For God knows that when 
you eat from it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.”  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

Today's reading is the temptation of Eve in the garden of Eden. 
The serpent, the craftiest of all animals, tempted Eve. (Notice Eve and the serpent speak to 

one another. Could all animals speak to humans?). The serpent begins by sprinkling a little 
doubt into its question. Pay attention to the first four words, Did God really say, ‘You must not 
eat from any tree in the garden’? Eve responds with what the Lord had told them, “We may eat 
fruit from the trees in the garden, 3 but God did say, ‘You must not eat fruit from the tree that is 
in the middle of the garden, and you must not touch it, or you will die. But Eve's words to the 
serpent go beyond the command God gave Adam back in verse 17. (Did the addition of not 
being allowed to touch the fruit come from Adam as he embellished God's teaching when he 
explained it to Eve or did Eve add that addition to God's command?) 

The serpent strikes, You will not certainly die. And. Then. It adds For God knows that when 
you eat from it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

This passage could be titled, ‘The Anatomy of Temptation”. Sitting with this passage we can 
observe a number of elements that routinely form the basis for many a temptation. 

Casting a little doubt... Did God really say? Temptation often comes in the form of doubting 
what God said or questioning some portion or element of what God said. Casting doubt is a 
valuable tool in the tempter’s arsenal. 



Not knowing God's Word is second element in the germination of temptation. Eve's 
understanding of what God said actually went beyond what God said. God never mentioned 
that they couldn't touch the fruit, only that they couldn't eat the fruit. I don't know that it's a 
major factor in this particular temptation but when we as humans go beyond what God has said 
and make the rule even more strict, we often create a more difficult situation for ourselves and 
others. And when people crack at the more difficult element then they give into the whole 
thing. We don't know where this addition came from. Did Adam think it up trying to put a little 
bit of a fence around the tree? Or did she in her own mind think God was stricter than he really 
was? I don't know. Either way when we add to God's w,Word, we can create unforeseen issues 
for ourselves and others. 

Verse four is a blatant lie by the enemy followed by a logical twist that plants and builds 
upon the lie. And it touches a core element in much of human life that we want to be greater, 
wiser, bigger, or stronger than others or even God. 

For those of us who are believers two antidotes to temptation emerge. One is solid 
understanding of what God has taught. Learn the Word, study the Word. Then couple this with 
humility, accepting where you are and not being overly drawn towards the need to be more 
important, more respected, or more valuable than other people. 

 
 What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

I'm using on these two thoughts. Know the Word. Spending time studying, reading, and 
meditating upon and ingesting the Word of God so that one can live obediently to the Word of 
God.  This is our best armor against temptation. Am I living this way? 

Am I comfortable in this station God has placed me? Do I long for more, higher, better, 
more prestige?. The yearning for more is a Petri dish for temptation. Lord, help me to maintain 
honest humility within myself and trust Your care of my life. 

 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 

I'm not sure that there is a specific ‘us’ component to this passage beyond the simple 
learnings expressed above. I'm not sure every passage has an ‘us’ component distinct from the 
personal component. 

 
 

Friday, June 3: Genesis 3:6-13 NIV2011 
6 When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good for food and pleasing to the eye, 

and also desirable for gaining wisdom, she took some and ate it. She also gave some to her 
husband, who was with her, and he ate it. 7 Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and 
they realized they were naked; so they sewed fig leaves together and made coverings for 
themselves.  

8 Then the man and his wife heard the sound of the LORD God as he was walking in the 
garden in the cool of the day, and they hid from the LORD God among the trees of the garden. 
9 But the LORD God called to the man, “Where are you?”  

10 He answered, “I heard you in the garden, and I was afraid because I was naked; so I hid.”  
11 And he said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the tree that I 

commanded you not to eat from?”  



12 The man said, “The woman you put here with me—she gave me some fruit from the tree, 
and I ate it.”  

13 Then the LORD God said to the woman, “What is this you have done?”  
The woman said, “The serpent deceived me, and I ate.”  
 

What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 
Today's verses retells the downfall of humanity into sin. 
Up to today's reading we have seen and listened to Eve and the serpent banter back and 

forth. The serpent placed doubt in Eve about what God had said and also enticed her with the 
possibility that whoever ate from the fruit would become like God. Now Eve looks at the fruit 
and it's pleasing to the eye and desirable for wisdom, so she took some and ate it. 

The next piece of the story is telling. She then gives some of the fruit to her husband who 
was with her and he ate it. (Adam was with Eve while she was being deceived by the serpent 
and he never spoke up. Adam was with Eve as she reached for the fruit and took a bite, and he 
never did a thing. Eve gave Adam the fruit after she ate some and he ate it. Adam is 100% 
culpable with Eve. There was a myriad of moments he could have said, “Let's walk away but 
he'd never did that.) As soon as they ate, they realized they were naked. Beforehand there was 
no issue with being naked but now it seems some kind of shame engulfed them that they were 
naked, so they sewed fig leaves together and made a covering. 

Next thing we know the man hears God walking in the garden and they hide from the Lord. 
The Lord called after them and Adam answered, I heard you in the garden, and I was afraid 
because I was naked; so I hid. The cat was out of the bag immediately. God knew what had 
happened and so He questions them. 

How do you know you were naked? Have you eaten the fruit I told you not to eat?  
And immediately the blame game begins. Adam says, “The woman you put here is at fault; 

she gave me the fruit and I ate it. When the Lord turns to question her she says, The serpent 
deceived me and I ate it”. 

No one could take responsibility for their actions. Both Adam and Eve blamed someone else 
so they would not be at fault. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

Human beings have been playing the blame game ever since those first bites of the fruit. It's 
not my fault... someone else made me do it. But the truth is, it is our fault. We may have been 
enticed; we may have been tricked but we acted. Human beings need to learn to take 
responsibility for their actions. This is certainly one of the learnings of this passage.  
It's also important for us to know the story of humanity's fall, both Adam and Eve are complicit 
in the sin that marred the life of every human being ever born. 

 
 What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

Like Adam and like Eve my initial tendency is to blame someone else or something else 
when I mess up. I have years of embedded ‘blame game’ practice. And as I grow in the Lord, 
God is working to strip me of this well ingrained human skill, replacing it with integrity and the 



ability to be responsible for my own actions. I am a work in progress and this passage simply 
reminds me I have work still to do... 

 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 

We will never effectively be a community together if we hold onto and marinate the skill of 
the  ‘blame game’. Maturity of faith calls us all to take responsibility for our actions and this is 
the only way a lasting community will be formed among us as Christ followers. 

There's also a sense where we have to learn to take responsibility for actions by our fore 
parents. And while we may not have perpetrated those sins we may have benefited from them, 
we need to at least acknowledge that truth.  

Taking responsibility is never easy but it is the bedrock of life together. 
 
 

Saturday, June 4: Genesis 3:13-24 NIV2011  
14 So the LORD God said to the serpent, “Because you have done this,  
“Cursed are you above all livestock  

and all wild animals!  
You will crawl on your belly  

and you will eat dust  
all the days of your life.  

15 And I will put enmity  
between you and the woman,  
and between your offspring a and hers;  

he will crush your head,  
and you will strike his heel.”  

16 To the woman he said,  
“I will make your pains in childbearing very severe;  

with painful labor you will give birth to children.  
Your desire will be for your husband,  

and he will rule over you.”  
17 To Adam he said, “Because you listened to your wife and ate fruit from the tree about 

which I commanded you, ‘You must not eat from it,’  
“Cursed is the ground because of you;  

through painful toil you will eat food from it  
all the days of your life.  

18 It will produce thorns and thistles for you,  
and you will eat the plants of the field.  

19 By the sweat of your brow  
you will eat your food  

until you return to the ground,  
since from it you were taken;  

for dust you are  
and to dust you will return.”  

20 Adam named his wife Eve, p because she would become the mother of all the living.  



21 The LORD God made garments of skin for Adam and his wife and clothed them. 22 And the 
LORD God said, “The man has now become like one of us, knowing good and evil. He must not be 
allowed to reach out his hand and take also from the tree of life and eat, and live forever.” 23 So 
the LORD God banished him from the Garden of Eden to work the ground from which he had 
been taken. 24 After he drove the man out, he placed on the east side of the Garden of Eden 
cherubim and a flaming sword flashing back and forth to guard the way to the tree of life. 

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

Today's reading is God's punishment of the serpent, and Eve and Adam for their sin in the 
garden.  

The serpent as the instigator was cursed beyond all animals. His head would always be in 
the dust and a fear or enmity was placed between the serpent and the woman and her 
offspring. Amid the curse there is a promise. Speaking of the woman's offspring God says, and 
he (singular) will crush your head, and you will strike his heel. (The singular offspring spoken of 
in this verse is Jesus, who will crush the serpent, Satan, under his heel on the cross.) 

The punishment inflicted upon the woman is twofold. One she will have extreme pain in 
childbirth. (It is interesting to consider that in Eden woman did not have pain in childbirth.) The 
second element of her punishment was that she would have a desire for ma,n and he would 
rule over her. (It seems that so much of the male domination throughout history maybe a result 
of this curse. For me this becomes a very subtle affirmation of women in the church where we 
are no longer under the full weight of the curse.) 

To Adam,because he is complicit in the sin, his punishment is painful toil and sweat as he 
works the ground. (Again, it is interesting to think that before the fall working the garden was 
not toilsome.) This curse goes beyond working the soil, for God says that by the sweat of your 
brow you will eat your food until you return from it you were taken. That seems to open the 
door that all work will be toilsome... art of God's curse on our progenitor Adam. 

After delivering their punishment God sewed clothing out of (animal) skin. Then recognizing 
that Adam and Eve now had the ability to tell the difference between good and evil God 
realized that they could not have access to the tree of life, since then they would then live 
forever. So, God banished Adam and Eve from the garden of Eden. He drove them out and 
placed them on the east side of the garden. Then God set up a century with a flaming sword to 
guard the entrance to the tree of life. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

In this reading we learned that sin has consequences. All three parties, the serpent, Eve and 
Adam, were all punished in specific ways for the sin they perpetrated. For Adam and Eve painful 
toil entered their lives... the woman in childbirth and the man in working for his food. Even 
more than that they were cast out of the garden of Eden, and no one has been given entrance 
to the garden again because in the garden stands the tree of life. 

Today's reading is not all humiliation and consequence. There is a glimmer of hope 
embedded in the curse of the serpent when God says that He (singular) one of the sons of 
Adam and Eve will crush the head of the serpent. This is the first glimpse of the regeneration 
that Jesus will bring as the one who will crush the head of the serpent (Satan). 



 
 What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

I am reminded in today's reading that sin has consequences. Adam and Eve’s sin had grave 
consequences for themselves and all who came from their seed continuing on to this day. Sin 
has consequences. I am so thankful for grace and forgiveness that God has offered to us in 
Jesus. 

 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 

Sin has consequences and that the consequences of our sin can reach far beyond our 
immediate lives… 

 
 

Sunday, June 5, 2022 –Sunday Worship  
 
 

If any of my thoughts or the Bible readings spark questions send an email reply and I will do my 
best to answer all questions from people on the list… I will answer personal questions privately; 
general questions will be answered in a subsequent email installment.  
 
If you are reading along with me from the Living Hope website you can send questions or request 
being placed on the weekly email list by emailing Lisa at office@LivingHopeCT.org.   

 
 

Click here for an audio link to my sermons, https://livinghopect.org/resources/audio-sermons. 
Sermons are generally posted within 2 days. We also livestream our full services which are up on our 
YouTube channel, https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgKURRsbX92qqIFgDF1iRWA 

 
 

https://livinghopect.org/resources/audio-sermons
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgKURRsbX92qqIFgDF1iRWA

