
The Weekly Word 
May 16-22, 2022 

 
Hello Bible readers. This week we will be reading Romans 13-14. I hope you are blessed as 

you join me. Happy reading… 
Grace and Peace, Bill  

 
To hear the Bible read click this link… http://www.biblegateway.com/resources/audio/. 

 
Monday, May 16: Romans 13:11-14 NIV2011 

11 And do this, understanding the present time: The hour has already come for you to wake 
up from your slumber, because our salvation is nearer now than when we first believed. 12 The 
night is nearly over; the day is almost here. So let us put aside the deeds of darkness and put on 
the armor of light. 13 Let us behave decently, as in the daytime, not in carousing and 
drunkenness, not in sexual immorality and debauchery, not in dissension and jealousy. 14 Rather, 
clothe yourselves with the Lord Jesus Christ, and do not think about how to gratify the desires of 
the flesh. 

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

Paul closes out chapter 13 with a call to perseverance and faithfulness. Building off the 
statement that salvation is nearer than when they first believed. Paul calls the Romans to put 
aside darkness and put on the armor of light. This imagery calls the Romans to behave decently, 
which Paul defines as not carousing or getting drunk or engaging in sexual immorality, 
debauchery, even dissensions and jealousy are named. Instead of living that way (which was a 
common lifestyle in Rome) they were to clothe themselves with Christ and think about 
honoring Him with their living rather than gratifying their own personal fleshly needs. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

The passage is a strong call for Christians to live like Christians should. They're to stop living 
like people without Christ live, in debauchery, drunkenness, sexual immorality, dissensions and 
jealousies. Insteadwe, who follow Jesus, should live lives that honor Jesus and follow God's 
Word and the behavior God extols in His Word. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

I should examine my life and confirm that I am living in ways that honor Jesus rather than 
living in ways that match the people of my world who are not Christ followers. 

 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 

As a word to the church, this passage reminds us that we are to march to the drum beat of a 
different drummer. Our lives should reflect the way God wants us to live in His Word rather 
than reflect the way the average person in our world lives. This is a tall order for the church in 
every age because the church in every age is constantly tempted to conform to the pattern of 
this world, which is how Paul began the second section of Romans, see 12:1-2. 



 
 

Tuesday, May 17: Romans 14-1-12 NIV2011 
14:1 Accept the one whose faith is weak, without quarreling over disputable matters. 2 One 

person’s faith allows them to eat anything, but another, whose faith is weak, eats only 
vegetables. 3 The one who eats everything must not treat with contempt the one who does not, 
and the one who does not eat everything must not judge the one who does, for God has 
accepted them. 4 Who are you to judge someone else’s servant? To their own master, servants 
stand or fall. And they will stand, for the Lord is able to make them stand.  

5 One person considers one day more sacred than another; another considers every day 
alike. Each of them should be fully convinced in their own mind. 6 Whoever regards one day as 
special does so to the Lord. Whoever eats meat does so to the Lord, for they give thanks to God; 
and whoever abstains does so to the Lord and gives thanks to God. 7 For none of us lives for 
ourselves alone, and none of us dies for ourselves alone. 8 If we live, we live for the Lord; and if 
we die, we die for the Lord. So, whether we live or die, we belong to the Lord. 9 For this very 
reason, Christ died and returned to life so that he might be the Lord of both the dead and the 
living.  

10 You, then, why do you judge your brother or sister? Or why do you treat them with 
contempt? For we will all stand before God’s judgment seat. 11 It is written:  

“ ‘As surely as I live,’ says the Lord,  
‘every knee will bow before me;  

every tongue will acknowledge God.’ ” z  
12 So then, each of us will give an account of ourselves to God.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

Our reading today begins Paul’s discussions to the church in Rome with its Jew and Gentiles 
issues. Remember the context of the letter, for years the Jewish believers were expelled from 
Rome due to Claudius’ decree. Now that they are back, problems between Jews and Gentiles 
and how they live are surfacing. Notice, for example, dietary laws and special days. In these we 
see Jewish and Gentile cultures colliding. 

Paul opens with the underlying issue; how do we work with and care for brothers and 
sisters whose faith is weak. (Note that Paul considers the Christians who are following Jewish 
dietary laws and special day customs to the weaker Christian brothers and sisters.) Paul’s point 
in caring for the weaker member is that we all live for the Lord, and I should not judge how 
someone else lives, as they live for the Lord.  

Gentiles who can eat anything should not judge others who don’t. We stand and fall in our 
obedience to the Lord not other people, even other believers! 

The same goes for sacred days. The important piece is that everyone is convinced in his or 
her own mind. (Note on these non-essential matters, there can be different interpretations of 
scripture and tradition.) Again, the key is that each person is living in a way she believes is 
faithful to the Lord; this is not about placating culture… it is about faithfulness to Jesus. Paul 
puts it like this, For none of us lives for ourselves alone, and none of us dies for ourselves alone. 
8 If we live, we live for the Lord; and if we die, we die for the Lord. So, whether we live or die, we 
belong to the Lord. 



Paul concludes with the question, why do you judge your brother or sister? Or why do you 
treat them with contempt?... Ultimately, we give our account to the Lord God, not to a brother 
or sister.  

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

In this passage Paul calls the church to stop judging one another over ancillary issues like 
what to eat or what days to worship the Lord. If a person is following their conscience and living 
faithfully to the Lord in a different manner than you do, what’s it to you? God, not you, is the 
one to judge faithfulness… 

We must not disrupt the peace of the church with internal judging like this!!! 
 

What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 
I must guard my heart from being judgmental. Sometimes I can believe I am RIGHT on non-

essential things. Then being convinced I am right is not the wrong part… it is when I push my 
understandings on others, particularly in an uncaring and judgmental manner! 

 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 

There are differences in non-essential issues within the church… we need to learn to live 
with those differences. The Lord is the only judge, and we ARE NOT junior judges. Stop judging 
others on non-essential matters! 

 
 

Wednesday, May 18: Romans 14:13-18 NIV2011 
13 Therefore let us stop passing judgment on one another. Instead, make up your mind not to 

put any stumbling block or obstacle in the way of a brother or sister. 14 I am convinced, being 
fully persuaded in the Lord Jesus, that nothing is unclean in itself. But if anyone regards 
something as unclean, then for that person it is unclean. 15 If your brother or sister is distressed 
because of what you eat, you are no longer acting in love. Do not by your eating destroy 
someone for whom Christ died. 16 Therefore do not let what you know is good be spoken of as 
evil. 17 For the kingdom of God is not a matter of eating and drinking, but of righteousness, 
peace and joy in the Holy Spirit, 18 because anyone who serves Christ in this way is pleasing to 
God and receives human approval.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

Paul continues his teaching on the weak and the strong. Again, the Jewish and Gentile 
divide is in clear view. Paul pleads with the Romans to stop passing judgment on one another. 
The wording suggests that they are in fact passing judgment on one another. Likely the Gentiles 
are passing judgment on the Jews for not eating certain kinds of foods. And the Jews are 
passing judgment on the Gentiles for eating certain kinds of food like pork and other foods 
forbidden in the Old Testament. Paul does not want his judgment to become a stumbling block 
in either direction within the community of faith. 

Paul does, however, tell them that in the Lord (i.e., this is now what God holds) that no food 
is unclean. Paul goes on to explain that if someone believes something is unclean, through faith, 



and for that person it is unclear. What’s more Paul explains that if we cause distress then we 
are not being loving, and of course love is to be the prime indicator that we are following Jesus 
(remember chapter 12). When we cause distress in a brother and sister, we are destroying and 
hurting someone for whom Christ died. 

Paul’s punchline comes in verse 16, for our actions we are not to let things that are good be 
spoken of as evil. In God’s kingdom it’s not about what we eat or drink it’s about living 
righteously filled with peace and joy in the Holy Spirit. People who live and serve God this way, 
watching out for the weak  brother or sister, please God and are honored by other human 
beings. 

  
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

 This passage teaches us that we are to care for those who have a weaker faith among us 
and by our actions we are not to destroy or create distress in them because that could have 
dire consequences on their faith. We must remember that they are people for whom Christ 
died. This does not mean that we need to abandon the truth; I love the way Paul slides Biblical 
teaching into the paragraph, but he does so without wagging the finger of judgment. He simply 
expresses God‘s truth. Even though he knows God‘s truth, that all food is clean, Paul is willing to 
abandon some of his normal eating habits for the sake of brothers and sisters whose faith will 
not allow it. 

We in the church must do similarly.  Wee who have the stronger faith must set aside our 
“strength” for the sake of the weaker brothers and sisters, not to humiliate them but to care for 
them. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

 The Lord is asking me to examine my life and see if there are areas where the way I am 
living is causing harm to other brothers and sisters. Am I, Lord God, hurting other brothers and 
sisters through my manner of life? 

 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 

In the church there will be a myriad of opinions about non-essential matters. We cannot 
allow our differences in those areas to harm the body of Christ. And those of us who are 
stronger in the faith must curtail how we are living so that we do not distress, hurt, and injure 
the faith of weaker brothers and sisters. 

It is important to remember that this has to do with non-essential matters like eating and 
drinking or special days of worship and not essential truths about God- Father, Son, Holy Spirit- 
grace, redemption etc.  

It comes back to how do I love the brother or sister who is standing in front of me or eating 
with me. 

 
 

Thursday, May 19: Romans 14:19-23 NIV2011 
19 Let us therefore make every effort to do what leads to peace and to mutual edification. 

20 Do not destroy the work of God for the sake of food. All food is clean, but it is wrong for a 



person to eat anything that causes someone else to stumble. 21 It is better not to eat meat or 
drink wine or to do anything else that will cause your brother or sister to fall.  

22 So whatever you believe about these things keep between yourself and God. Blessed is the 
one who does not condemn himself by what he approves. 23 But whoever has doubts is 
condemned if they eat, because their eating is not from faith; and everything that does not 
come from faith is sin.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

Paul continues his discussion of the weak and strong… 
Our goal as believers is to live in peace and to build one another up. Thus, Paul begins to 

make every effort to live in ways that produce peace and mutual edification. Therefore, don’t 
eat anything that causes a brother or sister to stumble. Paul makes it clear that all foods are 
clean (this counters the Jewish understanding that certain foods are unclean), still he argues for 
forbearance by strong believers (Gentiles) in deference to the weaker (Jewish) brothers and 
sisters. As Paul puts it in verse 21, 21 It is better not to eat meat or drink wine or to do anything 
else that will cause your brother or sister to fall. 

Our belief in these non-essential matters is between ourselves and the Lord. The person 
with doubts about something like certain foods or drink should not eat or drink those items 
because they do not receive them by faith and when we operate from a lack of faith, then we 
sin. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

We need to care for weaker brothers and sisters, weaker in non-essential matters like food, 
drink, special days, or ways of worship… It is worth noting that Paul gives the full Biblical 
teaching but then bends his will to accommodate those of weaker faith.  

Sometimes it is not clear which party is the weaker brother or sister. Still deference to our 
brother and sister is important.  

Honestly, I am thinking about the ‘mask wars’ of recent COVID history. It seems to me that 
deference should have been given to people wearing masks, especially since they were deemed 
the weaker party by many ‘no mask’ peeps. I believe the animosity in churches over masking 
was an indicator of people not following this principle set by Paul. Just saying… 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

Bending to weaker brothers and sisters does not always come easily for me, especially when 
I believe my position is the Biblical one. As a pastor I am called to teach truth, as I understand it, 
but I still need to promote peace in the body which means I need to defer to weaker family 
members because I don’t want to damage their faith. 

 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 

This passage has much to say to us about how we live with the others in my local church. An 
example is the issue about masks I wrote about earlier… These are real life issues… peace in the 
body and mutual edification are the bottom-line principles….  We must never forget this. 

 



 
Friday, May 20: Romans 15:1-13 NIV2011 

15:1 We who are strong ought to bear with the failings of the weak and not to please 
ourselves. 2 Each of us should please our neighbors for their good, to build them up. 3 For even 
Christ did not please himself but, as it is written: “The insults of those who insult you have fallen 
on me.” y 4 For everything that was written in the past was written to teach us, so that through 
the endurance taught in the Scriptures and the encouragement they provide we might have 
hope.  

5 May the God who gives endurance and encouragement give you the same attitude of mind 
toward each other that Christ Jesus had, 6 so that with one mind and one voice you may glorify 
the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.  

7 Accept one another, then, just as Christ accepted you, in order to bring praise to God. 8 For I 
tell you that Christ has become a servant of the Jews e on behalf of God’s truth, so that the 
promises made to the patriarchs might be confirmed 9 and, moreover, that the Gentiles might 
glorify God for his mercy. As it is written:  

“Therefore I will praise you among the Gentiles;  
I will sing the praises of your name.” i  

10 Again, it says,  
“Rejoice, you Gentiles, with his people.” j  

11 And again,  
“Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles;  

let all the peoples extol him.” k  
12 And again, Isaiah says,  

“The Root of Jesse will spring up,  
one who will arise to rule over the nations;  
in him the Gentiles will hope.” m  

13 May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so that you may 
overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

Paul continues his word to the strong and weak calling the strong to bear with the failings of 
the weak and to not please themselves. Everyone should build up their neighbors. Paul cites the 
example of Jesus who did not please Himself but lived for others. In fact, Paul suggests that this 
has been the way of the entire Scripture, teaching us endurance that we might encourage and 
provide hope to others. 

Paul then prays a brief prayer that God who gives endurance and encouragement gives the 
Romans the same attitude for each other that Jesus had. The goal of this of course is that with 
one heart and mind all might give glory to the Father and to Jesus. 

Paul pleads with the Romans to accept one another as Jesus Christ accepted them. For this 
is what Jesus did….Christ became a servant to the Jews so that the promises of the Old 
Testament might be confirmed and that the Gentiles might find mercy and give glory to God.  

Paul concludes with several Old Testament Scriptures about the Gentiles praising God and 
about the root of Jesse being the one in whom Gentiles find hope. 



Paul concludes with verse 13, May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you 
trust in him, so that you may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

This teaching corroborates what Paul has been teaching, the strong should put up with the 
failings of the weak. Unity of the body and mutual encouragement are the watchwords for the 
church. By living this way, we are following the way of Our Master Jesus who lived to bring all 
people, Jews and Gentiles alike, into the Kingdom of God. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

Much like the last couple days, God is asking me to make sure that I am helping those who 
are weak in the faith be encouraged and find strength in Jesus Christ. They'll do so through my 
encouragement. Thus, I must love them and want the best for them, which also means I must 
be careful not to discourage, hurt, and wound them by living in such a way that they second 
guess their faith. 

 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 

The church is all about how we get along. There will be weak and there will be strong, given 
that reality those who are strong must encourage and support those who are weak. This is the 
way of Jesus. 

It does not mean that we forsake the truth of the Gospel, it simply means that in non-
essential areas we who are strong might be willing to bend and forfeit some of those food and 
drink issues for the sake of our weaker brothers and sisters. This is kindness in action. This is 
love in action. 

 
 

Saturday, May 21: Romans 15:14-22 NIV2011  
14 I myself am convinced, my brothers and sisters, that you yourselves are full of goodness, 

filled with knowledge and competent to instruct one another. 15 Yet I have written you quite 
boldly on some points to remind you of them again, because of the grace God gave me 16 to be a 
minister of Christ Jesus to the Gentiles. He gave me the priestly duty of proclaiming the gospel of 
God, so that the Gentiles might become an offering acceptable to God, sanctified by the Holy 
Spirit.  

17 Therefore I glory in Christ Jesus in my service to God. 18 I will not venture to speak of 
anything except what Christ has accomplished through me in leading the Gentiles to obey God 
by what I have said and done—19 by the power of signs and wonders, through the power of the 
Spirit of God. So from Jerusalem all the way around to Illyricum, I have fully proclaimed the 
gospel of Christ. 20 It has always been my ambition to preach the gospel where Christ was not 
known, so that I would not be building on someone else’s foundation. 21 Rather, as it is written:  

“Those who were not told about him will see,  
and those who have not heard will understand.” f  

22 This is why I have often been hindered from coming to you.  
 



What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 
Having finished the topic of weak and strong Christians working together, Paul seems to be 

bringing his letter towards a conclusion by returning to his reasons for writing the letter. 
Paul expresses his faith in the Romans that they can live and continue to encourage one 

another. Paul then admits that he has written boldly on some subjects and notes that God has 
called him to proclaim the Gospel so that Gentiles might believe. 

Paul affirms that his services are to give glory to Jesus Christ and that he will not speak on 
any topics except those that might help him accomplish in leading Gentiles to Christ. To do this 
Paul explains that it can only be done through the power of the Holy Spirit with signs and 
wonders, which is the way he has been ministering from Jerusalem all the way to Illyricum. 

Paul goes on to explain that it has always been his intention to preach the Gospel where 
Christ is not known. He wants to lay the faith foundation not build on others foundation. After 
quoting a Scripture, Paul explains that this is why he was hindered from coming to Rome. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

As the letter winds toward conclusion, Paul asserts his calling to pioneer Gospel preaching 
in places where the gospel has not yet arrived. He does so with signs and wonders in addition 
to his preaching. It is this calling that hinders him from going to Rome.  

For the church to expand the Gospel around the world there will always need to be people 
like Paul who take the Gospel to the unconverted, where Jesus is not yet known. As a church 
we must support these missionary callings if we are to disciple all nations (Matthew 28). 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

Do I give enough support to men and women who like Paul are called to pioneering Gospel 
work?  

 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 

I am wondering if the ‘us’ of our church supports pioneering Gospel work enough in our 
mission giving??? 

 
 

Sunday, May 22, 2022 –Sunday Worship  
 
 

If any of my thoughts or the Bible readings spark questions send an email reply and I will do my 
best to answer all questions from people on the list… I will answer personal questions privately; 
general questions will be answered in a subsequent email installment.  
 
If you are reading along with me from the Living Hope website you can send questions or request 
being placed on the weekly email list by emailing Lisa at office@LivingHopeCT.org.   

 
 



Click here for an audio link to my sermons, https://livinghopect.org/resources/audio-sermons. 
Sermons are generally posted within 2 days. We also livestream our full services which are up on our 
YouTube channel, https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgKURRsbX92qqIFgDF1iRWA 

 
 

https://livinghopect.org/resources/audio-sermons
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgKURRsbX92qqIFgDF1iRWA

