
The Weekly Word 
May 9-15, 2022 

 
Hello Bible readers. This week we will be reading Romans 12-13. I hope you are blessed as 

you join me. Happy reading… 
Grace and Peace, Bill  

 
To hear the Bible read click this link… http://www.biblegateway.com/resources/audio/. 

 
Monday, May 9: Romans 12:1a NIV2011 

12:1 Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s mercy,  
 

What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 
I began reading and I found myself stopping in the middle of verse one to consider God's 

mercy….  
 

What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

With this verse Paul's letter to the Roman makes a dramatic turn from teaching the 
mystery, will and way of God to discussing how we live in light of the mystery, will and way of 
God. Paul opens by calling his readers in Rome to consider God's mercy. Itis as if Paul says to his 
readers, “Consider everything I have just written to you because everything I have written to 
you is the story of God's mercy”. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

The Holy Spirit drove me to pause and spend time thinking about God's mercy, which has 
showered my life.  

To start I,like every human being, was suppressing the truth of God. I was pushing against it; 
I had my back turned to God. And yet God still found me, and God drew me to Himself.  God 
revealed himself to me. God saved me and gave me the righteousness of Jesus.  

As I think about my life, I think of so many places where the mercy of God is supremely 
evident. Where friends of mine drifted into some pretty harmful behaviors, God caused me to 
avoid the worst of those. When I wasn't looking for companionship God brought Susan into my 
life and now, we have been blessed to be married for almost 42 years... O the mercy of God.  

When God asked me to serve in very difficult calls, he gave me a strength that is far beyond 
my human ability. I was able to stand fast as the slings and arrows flew towards me and hit me. 
Ahh, the mercy of God. Many other moments in my life flash through my thoughts and  pictures 
reminding me of so many times God's mercy has been granted.  

I know tomorrow when I finish verses 1-2 God will use these images as the backdrop calling 
me to live faithfully to Him. But for today I can't imagine doing anything but live faithfully for 
Him because of all the mercies He has poured over my life.  

How wonderful it has been to consider the mercies of God... I am certain that I am only 
recalling a small fraction of the mercies of God that have come my way. Thank you, Lord, for 
your showers of mercy. Amen. 



 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 

Today's reading was highly personal, it's hard for me to ask the ‘us’ question after a time 
with the Lord that was so intensely personal. For today I'm going to skip this question and 
continue to bask in the remembering of God's mercies to me... 

 
 

Tuesday, May 10: Romans 12-1-2 NIV2011 
12:1 Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as 

a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God—this is your true and proper worship. 2 Do not 
conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then 
you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

The opening ‘therefore’ signals that this teaching grows out of what he has previously 
written in chapters 1-11. ‘Therefore’ connects with the phrase in view of God's mercy, which is 
in essence shorthand for everything I have taught you so far in this letter. So, Paul begins calling 
his readers to remember the mercy of God which saved them, brought them into relationship 
with God and gave them righteousness which they never could have attained on their own. 

Considering all that God has done for us we are to offer our bodies, ourselves, as living 
sacrifices, holy, set apart and pleasing to God. (Paul's use of the word bodies ties in with the 
idea of sacrifice; the meaning of course is that we are to offer our whole self -body, soul, mind, 
and spirit- to the Lord.) Offering ourselves body, soul, mind, and spirit to the Lord is true 
worship, proper worship... It is the minimum God deserves.  

Paul then explains that we're not to conform to the pattern or ways of this world, rather we 
are to be transformed by the renewing of our minds. (Note the passive tense, ‘be transformed.’ 
The transforming work is a work God does in us as we renew our minds, i.e. set out minds on 
things of God.) JB Phillips in his translation of this verse writes, we are not to be squeezed into 
the world’s mold. Instead of becoming like the world we are to be transformed (this is the word 
‘metamorphosis’; it is what we see happening when a caterpillar goes into the chrysalis and 
then comes out as a butterfly. It is an entirely new creature, which is what we are to become as 
we offer ourselves in true and proper worship to the Lord.) Human beings are transformed 
when our mind is renewed... the renewing of the mind through the word of God and intimate 
connection with the Lord is what causes our transformation from people of this world to people 
of God's world. 

Once our mind is renewed then we will be able to know God's will... his good, pleasing and 
perfect will. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

These two sentences give us a prescription for a faith-filled living as followers of Jesus 
Christ. First, we need to constantly be remembering God's mercies to us. Two, as we remember 
all the things God has done for us, big and small, we offer ourselves back to God to live and to 
do is will. In addition to offering ourselves to God, it is filling our mind with the things of God… 



things we read and glean from the word of God, time spent nuzzled next to God in prayer and 
meditation. As we fill our minds with God, God will transform us into the people God wants us 
to become, a people who live for Him rather than living for ourselves. In this new transformed 
state, we will be able to understand the wonderful perfect and pleasing will of God. 

This is life as it is meant to be lived as a follower of Jesus Christ. 
 

What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 
The Lord is saying to me, “Bill, continue reading and meditating on MyW. Continue walking 

with me throughout the day, giving My Holy Spirit space to lead and guide and speak to you 
throughout the day. As you do this, Bill, you will be changed into the man I created you to be 
and you will know Me more intimately. 

 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 

We the people of God must constantly fight the urge to look and act like everyone else in 
the world around us. Instead, we need to allow the very words of God and the Holy Spirit of 
God to renew our mind. As our mind is renewed our lives will be transformed. Our behaviors, 
our thoughts, our intentions, our words will reflect the Savior Jesus rather than the self-
absorbed ways of people who are not yet connected to Jesus Christ. 

 
 

Wednesday, May 11: Romans 12:3-8 NIV2011 
3 For by the grace given me I say to every one of you: Do not think of yourself more highly 

than you ought, but rather think of yourself with sober judgment, in accordance with the faith 
God has distributed to each of you. 4 For just as each of us has one body with many members, 
and these members do not all have the same function, 5 so in Christ we, though many, form one 
body, and each member belongs to all the others. 6 We have different gifts, according to the 
grace given to each of us. If your gift is prophesying, then prophesy in accordance with your 
faith; 7 if it is serving, then serve; if it is teaching, then teach; 8 if it is to encourage, then give 
encouragement; if it is giving, then give generously; if it is to lead, do it diligently; if it is to show 
mercy, do it cheerfully.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

Offering our bodies as a living sacrifice to the Lord means that we also offer ourselves to the 
church, Christ’s body on earth.  

Step one, we must gain perspective; none of us is essential. None of us should think we are 
above others. Instead, we must use sober and honest judgment when we evaluate ourselves. 
Each of us is only one part of a body, which is made up of many parts. Even though the body is 
made up of many parts, we are one body. Therefore, we belong to each other.  

Step two, each of us has different gifts and we need to use our gifts for the sake of the 
body. If our gift is prophesying, we need to do that with diligence according to the faith we 
have. If our gift is serving, then we need to actually serve other people. If her gift is teaching, 
then we need to teach. If our gift is encouraging, then we need to come alongside others and 
encourage them. If our gift is giving, then we need to give generously so the church may 



prosper. If it is leading, we need to do it diligently. If it is showing mercy, we need to offer 
mercy with a smile on our faces. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

What we learn from this passage is that none of us are lone rangers; we are brought into 
the family of God, and we all need to play our part in that family. Each of us has an important 
and real function in the body and no matter what our function is we need to remember that we 
are no better and no more important than anyone else. We show this by using our God- given 
gift or gifts well, diligently and cheerfully for the body’s sake. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

Am I using my gifts with the sake of the body not because I derive my income from the body 
but because I am a member of the body of Christ? 

 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 

Are we creating a local church body where everyone is important? Where everyone has a 
gift to be offered to the body? Are we creating a body where everyone needs each other? 
Where we don’t dare go it alone because we lose too much? Are we truly creating a body of 
Christ where each person plays an important role no matter what that role might be? This is the 
calling of God to be an integrated body where we all have a function to play... 

 
 

Thursday, May 12: Romans 12:9-21 NIV2011 
9 Love must be sincere. Hate what is evil; cling to what is good. 10 Be devoted to one another 

in love. Honor one another above yourselves. 11 Never be lacking in zeal, but keep your spiritual 
fervor, serving the Lord. 12 Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer. 13 Share with 
the Lord’s people who are in need. Practice hospitality.  

14 Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse. 15 Rejoice with those who rejoice; 
mourn with those who mourn. 16 Live in harmony with one another. Do not be proud, but be 
willing to associate with people of low position. Do not be conceited.  

17 Do not repay anyone evil for evil. Be careful to do what is right in the eyes of everyone. 18 If 
it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone. 19 Do not take revenge, my 
dear friends, but leave room for God’s wrath, for it is written: “It is mine to avenge; I will 
repay,” n says the Lord. 20 On the contrary:  

“If your enemy is hungry, feed him;  
if he is thirsty, give him something to drink.  

In doing this, you will heap burning coals on his head.” o  

21 Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.  
 

What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 
Paul continues his ‘so how shall we live’ in light of the mercies of God that flood our lives 

discussion. Today’s passage is difficult to put in my own words because virtually every sentence 



is a separate yet connected admonition about how to live in the community of God's people, 
the church. An honest summary of this passage requires me to restate each sentence and since 
the original is so clear and understandable it seems foolish for me to try to restate each 
sentence in my own way. 

Instead let me try to fly up to 30,000 feet to provide a very broad brushed restatement of 
these very practical admonitions from Paul. 

As Christ followers blessed by the mercies of God we have been planted into God's 
community, the church. We must try to understand the wonder of this gift of community and 
strive to make it stronger. We do so by making sure our love for the members of the 
community is sincere, avoiding evil and committing ourselves to doing good for one another. 
This means devoting and honoring others in the community more than ourselves. It means 
remaining zealous and using our gifts for the community. It means sharing with one another 
practicing hospitality and bringing joy, patience and a prayerful heart to all we do. We need to 
learn the art of blessing other people, watching that the words we speak do not in any way 
curse or hurt others. We show our love for one another by sitting and being present with those 
who are hurting and by entering the joy others find in life. We seek harmony and we look 
forward to connecting with everyone in our community whether they are of high or low status, 
it should not matter because they are brothers and sisters in Christ. 

I truly appreciate verse 18 if it is possible as far as it depends on you live at peace with 
everyone. There is so much truth in this single sentence. Our goal should be to live at peace 
with everyone, but we can only control our actions. We can't control the actions of the other 
person, so in unfortunate situations peace-filled living will be one directional. Paul is quite 
honest that it is not always possible to live at peace with other people. All we can control is our 
own actions and hope that they are peaceful and peaceable. What we receive in return is it up 
to the other person. 

Paul also reminds us to avoid revenge, that's God's department. God will avenge His people, 
we do not need to enter revenge mode. Instead, we should seek to be kind to our enemies. 

Paul concludes with similar words to how he began; we are to be careful not to be 
consumed with evil instead we need to overcome evil with good (remembering the good we 
use to overcome evil comes from God living in us). 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

Paul bids us to live as a community truly caring for one another. In fact, we should lookout 
for one another more than we lookout for ourselves. Paul next outlines a number of very 
practical ways we can do this. If we, the church, were to live like Paul instructs in these verses 
we would be a little slice of heaven this side of eternity. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

The Holy Spirit is reminding me to honor care for and encourage my sisters and brothers of 
the church. Every time I show a kindness, extend love or forgiveness, seek reconciliation or a 
myriad of other positive encouraging actions I am fulfilling God's Word and God's desire in my 
life as a follower of Jesus and a member of God’s family here on earth. Amen. 

 



What does this passage mean and say to us? 
I think the ‘us’ message of this passage is that we need to think about the ‘us’ more than we 

think about the ‘me.’ As people of God we need to focus on how we can encourage and build 
one another up in the body of Christ. I do think this has its greatest application in the local 
body, where I live and breathe and worship and serve. But there is in these words also an 
admonition to be caring and loving and concerned about the broader body of Christ... 

Lord, help us to be truly caring, loving sisters and brothers in Christ with all our sisters and 
brothers in Christ. 

 
 

Friday, May 13: Romans 13:1-7 NIV2011 
13:1 Let everyone be subject to the governing authorities, for there is no authority except that 

which God has established. The authorities that exist have been established by God. 
2 Consequently, whoever rebels against the authority is rebelling against what God has 
instituted, and those who do so will bring judgment on themselves. 3 For rulers hold no terror for 
those who do right, but for those who do wrong. Do you want to be free from fear of the one in 
authority? Then do what is right and you will be commended. 4 For the one in authority is God’s 
servant for your good. But if you do wrong, be afraid, for rulers do not bear the sword for no 
reason. They are God’s servants, agents of wrath to bring punishment on the wrongdoer. 
5 Therefore, it is necessary to submit to the authorities, not only because of possible punishment 
but also as a matter of conscience.  

6 This is also why you pay taxes, for the authorities are God’s servants, who give their full 
time to governing. 7 Give to everyone what you owe them: If you owe taxes, pay taxes; if 
revenue, then revenue; if respect, then respect; if honor, then honor.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

Next up in Paul’s ‘how to live in light of the mercies of God’ is honoring the governmental 
authorities over us. This passage calls us to live under the established authority in our locality. 
We are not to rebel against that authority, instead we are to obey that authority. Paul notes 
that our only fear is when we do wrong. Paul also reminds us that everyone in authority has 
been placed there by God and one of their responsibilities is to punish wrongdoers. 

Obeying authorities also means paying our taxes and paying our respect if respect is due or 
paying honor if honor is due. 

(Noted that the authorities eventually put Paul to death. As near as we can tell Paul broke 
no laws, but in the providence of God Paul was called to martyrdom. Also, in Acts we are told 
that when there is a conflict between what the earthly authorities require and what God 
requires we are to obey God rather than earthly authorities.) 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

The text is straightforward, we are to obey the laws of our land and pay taxes as 
appropriate. In the wider context of the New Testament when laws of our land and the laws of 
God collide we are to follow the laws of God. This however does mean that we may be 
punished by the leaders because we have broken the laws of our land. 



 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

The passage is a reminder to me that being a law-abiding citizen is part of my calling as a 
follower of Jesus Christ. 

 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 

Regarding the ‘us’ portion of this text, it's equally important for the local church to abide by 
the laws of the land. Now should that conflict with God's law then it's appropriate to take your 
stand. But when you take your stand recognize that you can be punished by the government for 
the stand you are taking. There's lots to think about here in light of the last few years and 
pandemic rules... 

 
 

Saturday, May 14: Romans 13:8-10 NIV2011  
8 Let no debt remain outstanding, except the continuing debt to love one another, for 

whoever loves others has fulfilled the law. 9 The commandments, “You shall not commit 
adultery,” “You shall not murder,” “You shall not steal,” “You shall not covet,” y and whatever 
other command there may be, are summed up in this one command: “Love your neighbor as 
yourself.” a 10 Love does no harm to a neighbor. Therefore love is the fulfillment of the law.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

In verse 9 Paul told us that love must be sincere. After having touched on several topics Paul 
returns with an impassioned plea for the body of Christ to pursue love for one another. 

Paul opens by saying we must love one another. This, Paul says, is how we fulfill the law. All 
the commandments, and he specifically lists 4 commandments. Paul says they can be summed 
up in the one command: love your neighbor as yourself. He underscores the power of love by 
saying love does no harm to a neighbor. With this we understand that love is the fulfillment of 
the law of God. 

(With this teaching Paul is parroting Jesus who called His disciples to love one another: love, 
Jesus said, should be the defining action of His followers.) 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

Simply put this passage means we should love one another... we should love the brothers 
and sisters in the church. We should love our enemies. We should love people inside and 
outside of the church. Love should be the defining characteristic of Christ followers. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

This reading forces me to sit and consider how I live. Do I love others? Do I pursue loving 
others? Do I live as if I owe a debt to others that can only be paid through my loving them? 
Would people who know me consider me to be a person who loves others and pursues loving 
others? 

 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 



When we look at this passage through the lens of ‘us’ it asks us how well we, the church, 
love the world. My heart is heavy as I read and watch the news. It doesn't appear that the 
church is any better at loving others than non-church people are. Sadly, this should not be. We, 
followers of Jesus, should be known for loving others.  

Forgive us, Lord, when we fall short over and over again. And even more Lord, lift us up and 
empower us to actually begin loving others who look different than we do, who speak 
differently than we do, who think differently than we do. It's not enough to be forgiven for our 
sin of lack of loving; Lord, we need Your strength to begin becoming people who are truly 
loving. In Jesus’ name I pray and for the sake of the witness of people bearing Jesus’ name I 
pray... Amen 

 
 

Sunday, May 15, 2022 –Sunday Worship  
 
 

If any of my thoughts or the Bible readings spark questions send an email reply and I will do my 
best to answer all questions from people on the list… I will answer personal questions privately; 
general questions will be answered in a subsequent email installment.  
 
If you are reading along with me from the Living Hope website you can send questions or request 
being placed on the weekly email list by emailing Lisa at office@LivingHopeCT.org.   

 
 

Click here for an audio link to my sermons, https://livinghopect.org/resources/audio-sermons. 
Sermons are generally posted within 2 days. We also livestream our full services which are up on our 
YouTube channel, https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgKURRsbX92qqIFgDF1iRWA 

 
 

https://livinghopect.org/resources/audio-sermons
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgKURRsbX92qqIFgDF1iRWA

