
The Weekly Word 
May 2-8, 2022 

 
Hello Bible readers. This week we will be reading Romans 10-11. I hope you are blessed as 

you join me. Happy reading… 
Grace and Peace, Bill  

 
To hear the Bible read click this link… http://www.biblegateway.com/resources/audio/. 

 
Monday, May 2: Romans 10:14-21 NIV2011 

10:14 How, then, can they call on the one they have not believed in? And how can they believe 
in the one of whom they have not heard? And how can they hear without someone preaching to 
them? 15 And how can anyone preach unless they are sent? As it is written: “How beautiful are 
the feet of those who bring good news!” q  

16 But not all the Israelites accepted the good news. For Isaiah says, “Lord, who has believed 
our message?” s 17Consequently, faith comes from hearing the message, and the message is 
heard through the word about Christ. 18 But I ask: Did they not hear? Of course they did:  

“Their voice has gone out into all the earth,  
their words to the ends of the world.” v  

19 Again I ask: Did Israel not understand? First, Moses says,  
“I will make you envious by those who are not a nation;  

I will make you angry by a nation that has no understanding.” x  
20 And Isaiah boldly says,  

“I was found by those who did not seek me;  
I revealed myself to those who did not ask for me.” y  

21 But concerning Israel he says,  
“All day long I have held out my hands  

to a disobedient and obstinate people.” z  
 

What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 
Today's reading is a continuation of yesterday's reading, but because the content is deep 

and involved, I chose to spend two days with this passage. 
As we come to verse 14 it's helpful to remember verse 13, Everyone who calls on the name 

of the Lord will be saved. Out of this statement Paul reasons, how can someone call on one 
(Jesus) they haven't believed in? And how can they believe in someone they have not heard 
about? And how can they hear unless someone preaches (tells) them? And who will preach to 
them if they are not sent? To which he sums up, “How beautiful are the feet of those who bring 
good news”!  

Paul then reiterates what he has already said, not all Israel has accepted God's good news 
(about Jesus). Paul supplies an Isaiah quote to make his point. Then he supplies the cogent 
comment, faith comes from hearing the message and the message is heard through the word of 
Christ. (Again, Paul is emphasizing that it is the word of Christ which brings faith that leads to 
salvation; salvation is never found through works of human energy).  Paul lands on a difficult 
question, did they not hear? To which he answers, of course they did… 



Through a series of Old Testament quotes Paul explains that the word did go out sadly they 
were a disobedient and obstinate people. Fortunately, God was going to use a nation outside of 
Israel, who did not seek God yet to whom God revealed Himself, to create envy and anger 
within Israel. (Through this Paul explains that Gentiles are coming to Christ; and God will use 
this to create envy and anger within Israel.) 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

A number of learnings sprinkle this passage. It opens with a paragraph that explains why we 
who believe in Jesus must be sending people out to those who do not yet believe. It is the 
preaching of the Gospel that opens minds and hearts to believe in Jesus. The church must be 
constantly preaching the Gospel to those who do not yet know the Gospel. This means that we 
need to be sending people to unreached people/groups around the world and we must be 
targeting ways to connect with people around us who do not yet know Jesus. 

In verse 17, Paul notes faith comes from hearing the message and the message is heard 
through the word of Christ. This statement reinforces what Paul has just said about the need for 
preaching to reach unsaved people. Paul clarifies that it is preaching the word of Christ that 
brings saving faith to people. So, when the church evaluates its preaching, preaching the word 
of Christ must always be central to the church's message. 

Last, we learn that God's people Israel have long been disobedient and obstinate. They 
turned their backs on God or as Paul put it in Romans chapter one, they suppressed the truth. 
Thus, they're missing out on salvation because they believe it rests on their own actions. 
Fortunately, God is not through with Israel yet. God's plan is that as the Gentiles, other nations, 
come to faith in Jesus and receive the righteousness of God this will create anger and envy in 
Israel, which, reading between the lines, will hopefully result in Israel recognizing their need for 
Jesus Christ. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

As a person called to preach, this passage is a strong reminder to me that preaching the 
word of Christ, preaching salvation in Jesus, must always be a staple of my preaching. There are 
many aspects of the faith to learn, and I can't shy away from any of them. Regular reminders to 
people about the essential need to put one's faith in Jesus Christ must always be part of my 
regular preaching. 

 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 

One meaning of this passage for “us” is that the church must continually be sending people 
out to preach the Gospel of Jesus Christ. The church needs to be sending people near and far 
presenting the message of Jesus Christ to those who have not yet put their faith in Jesus. Go 
into all nations, Jesus told the disciples at the end of Matthew. Go to all people groups, says 
Jesus, groups near and groups far so that the Word of God can cover the earth like the waters 
cover the seas. 

 
 

 



Tuesday, May 3: Romans 11:1-10 NIV2011 
11:1 I ask then: Did God reject his people? By no means! I am an Israelite myself, a 

descendant of Abraham, from the tribe of Benjamin. 2 God did not reject his people, whom he 
foreknew. Don’t you know what Scripture says in the passage about Elijah—how he appealed to 
God against Israel: 3 “Lord, they have killed your prophets and torn down your altars; I am the 
only one left, and they are trying to kill me”? 4 And what was God’s answer to him? “I have 
reserved for myself seven thousand who have not bowed the knee to Baal.” g 5 So too, at the 
present time there is a remnant chosen by grace. 6 And if by grace, then it cannot be based on 
works; if it were, grace would no longer be grace.  

7 What then? What the people of Israel sought so earnestly they did not obtain. The elect 
among them did, but the others were hardened, 8 as it is written:  

“God gave them a spirit of stupor,  
eyes that could not see  
and ears that could not hear,  

to this very day.” n  

9 And David says:  

“May their table become a snare and a trap,  
a stumbling block and a retribution for them.  

10 May their eyes be darkened so they cannot see,  
and their backs be bent forever.” p  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

If Israel has been cut off through unbelief so the Gentiles can be graftedin, did God reject 
His people? By no means, responds Paul. Paul himself now a follower of Jesus Christ is an 
example that God did not reject Israel.  

To explain this Paul reaches back into history. During the days of Elijah and his 
confrontation with Baal on Mount Carmel, Elijah cried out to God, “Am I the only one left”? God 
responded, “I have reserved for myself seven thousand who have not  bowed a knee to Baal”. 
Paul points out that God has chosen a remnant out of Israel by grace, and if by grace then it is 
not by works. (Thus, the Israelites chosen are like the Gentiles, chosen by grace. This is one of 
Paul's consistent themes throughout Romans.) Thus, among Israel there are those who are 
elect and those who have been hardened. Paul now quotes two Old Testament Scriptures to 
reinforce this point. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

For those of us who are believers this passage tells us that God has elect Jews and elect 
Gentiles that God is calling into the kingdom. Since they are elect, they are chosen by grace, 
and it is not a work of human activity. Salvation is by grace. Thus, in the present day, God is 
calling Gentiles and Jews to Himself through grace. The means of salvation for everyone saved 
is the same... It is the grace of God that saves us not works so no person may boast. 

 



What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 
The lyrics of an old song floods my mind, “Grace, grace, God's grace; grace that is greater 

than all my sin” I am saved by grace; nothing I did merit the gift of salvation that God has 
granted me. I sit here this morning filled with wonder for the Lord... Why did He choose me? 
Amazed, humbled; I bask in the wonder of God my Savior. 

 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 

This passage is a reminder for  the church that everyone who is a part of God's family is 
saved by grace, Jew or Gentile it does not matter. Grace is the mechanism by which God saves 
us. Therefore, as we go out among Gentiles and Jews, we should keep in mind that it is grace 
that saves. It does not matter where people have been or what they have done or what they 
look like, it only matters if they open their arms to the grace of God and are invited into His 
family. We in the church must never grow hard or privileged, grace saved us, and grace will 
save everyone who comes to Jesus Christ. 

 
 

Wednesday, May 4: Romans 11:11-21 NIV2011 
11 Again I ask: Did they stumble so as to fall beyond recovery? Not at all! Rather, because of 

their transgression, salvation has come to the Gentiles to make Israel envious. 12 But if their 
transgression means riches for the world, and their loss means riches for the Gentiles, how much 
greater riches will their full inclusion bring!  

13 I am talking to you Gentiles. Inasmuch as I am the apostle to the Gentiles, I take pride in 
my ministry 14 in the hope that I may somehow arouse my own people to envy and save some of 
them. 15 For if their rejection brought reconciliation to the world, what will their acceptance be 
but life from the dead? 16 If the part of the dough offered as first fruits is holy, then the whole 
batch is holy; if the root is holy, so are the branches.  

17 If some of the branches have been broken off, and you, though a wild olive shoot, have 
been grafted in among the others and now share in the nourishing sap from the olive root, 18 do 
not consider yourself to be superior to those other branches. If you do, consider this: You do not 
support the root, but the root supports you. 19 You will say then, “Branches were broken off so 
that I could be grafted in.” 20 Granted. But they were broken off because of unbelief, and you 
stand by faith. Do not be arrogant, but tremble. 21 For if God did not spare the natural branches, 
he will not spare you either.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

A little historical background, in Acts 18:1-2 Luke mentions the historical fact that Emperor 
Claudius expelled Jews from Rome. 18:1 After this, Paul left Athens and went to Corinth. 2 There 
he met a Jew named Aquila, a native of Pontus, who had recently come from Italy with his wife 
Priscilla, because Claudius had ordered all Jews to leave Rome. When this occurred the church 
in Rome went through some leadership upheaval. The initial converts to Christianity were Jews 
who then established the church built on Jewish roots. Jews and Gentiles continued to come 
into the church and then with Claudius' edict all the Jews were expelled. This means that the 
church was now predominantly Gentile in background. Leadership positions were filled by 
Gentile believers. Jewish influence over believers waned because they were removed from 



Rome. After a number of years, the edict was lifted, and Jews came back into Rome. The return 
of Jews to Rome created issues in the church. Would Jewish way of life prevail, or would a 
Gentile way of life prevail? Would former leaders of the church who were Jewish be able to 
assume their positions or would the Gentile leaders remain in leadership? I invite you to 
imagine the various dynamics that occurred in a church where the old leadership was removed 
for about a decade and then comes back.  

Paul is writing to the church after Jews have been let back into the city. Portions of his letter 
speak to the troubled waters between Jewish and Gentile Christians in the Church of Rome. We 
hear echoes of that situation in the passage we read today. 

Paul is continuing his discussion regarding how the Israel’s disobedience opened the way for 
God's Gospel to go out to Gentiles. Paul begins in verse 11 that the Jewish stumble did not push 
them beyond recovery. However, their sin allowed salvation to come to the Gentiles and God 
brought salvation to the Gentiles to create envy in the Jews. You see if Jewish transgression 
meant the Gentiles might come in, how much greater will it be when Jews are included in the 
grace-filled salvation of God. 

In verse 13 Paul explicitly says that he is now speaking to the Gentiles (in the church). It is 
Paul's deepest desire that the envy created within Jews because of Gentiles entering God's 
Kingdom would save some of his Jewish brothers and sisters.  

Paul concludes this section with a warning to his Gentile brothers and sisters. Yes, some of 
the branches (i.e. Jews) were cut off from the vine so that wild shoots (Gentiles) might be 
grafted in to experience the life giving sap from the root (Jesus). Given this reality the wild 
shoots that have been grafted in must not consider themselves to be superior to the original 
branches. Gentiles must remember that the root, Jesus, supports them, they do not support 
Jesus. And if the original branches were cut off due to unbelief so new ones could be grafted in 
then the newly grafted-in wild branches must not become arrogant, for if God didn't spare the 
original branches, he might not spare the wild grafted in branches either if they fall into 
unbelief. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

The end of this passage is a reminder to Gentile believers to not grow arrogant with what 
they have in Jesus. Instead, they must stay connected with Jesus less they allow unbelief to 
grow because Jesus might cut them off just like He cut off the unbelieving Jews.  

This passage is a call to persevere in faith with Jesus. 
 

What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 
The spirit is calling me, “Stay close to Jesus”. I must never allow professionalism or 

familiarity or routine or ritual to replace my personal connection with the Lord. Stay close to 
Jesus. 

 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 

As the church we must be careful that we don't grow arrogant believing we have arrived 
and achieved. We also must never trust the rituals of faith, allowing them to replace heart to 
heart faith in Jesus. The rituals of faith are good, but we must keep them in perspective. Rituals 



do not guarantee personal faith. The way it should work is people of personal faith employ 
rituals to keep themselves close to Jesus. Rituals and church traditions do not earn us points 
with God. But when they flow from a heart in love with God, they will draw us closer to the 
Lord. Perspective is key… 

 
 

Thursday, May 5: Romans 11:22-24 NIV2011 
22 Consider therefore the kindness and sternness of God: sternness to those who fell, but 

kindness to you, provided that you continue in his kindness. Otherwise, you also will be cut off. 
23 And if they do not persist in unbelief, they will be grafted in, for God is able to graft them in 
again. 24 After all, if you were cut out of an olive tree that is wild by nature, and contrary to 
nature were grafted into a cultivated olive tree, how much more readily will these, the natural 
branches, be grafted into their own olive tree!  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

Paul reminds us the justice of God has two components, sternness to those who continue 
not to believe and kindness to those who believe. 

After this reminder Paul encourages the Gentile Christians to continue in their believing and 
following of the Lord Jesus. Paul reminds them that if God cut off the Jews for unbelief, He 
could cut the Gentiles off for unbelief as well. What's more if the Jews forsake their unbelief 
(i.e. return to belief) God which surely graft them back in again to the vine. And if the wild 
shoots (Gentiles) grow well when grafted into the vine how much more will the original shoots 
grow when crafted back into the vine. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

Ultimately this passage is a call to the Gentile Christians to persevere in their faith. Paul uses 
his Jewish brothers and sisters as an example. God cut them off because of unbelief so God 
would also cut you (Gentiles) off if you persist in unbelief. What's more should the Jews forsake 
their unbelief and return to belief; God would graph them back in again. Paul has been 
consistent throughout Romans; it is faith in Jesus Christ and nothing else that leads to salvation. 
Unbelief reaps death; belief reaps righteousness and salvation. 

As Paul notes in his opening sentence, we all must consider the sternness and kindness of 
God. God's sternness is shown to those who fall into unbelief and God's kindness is shown to 
the Gentiles, if they continue in God's kindness (grace and mercy, continuing to faithfully 
believe in Jesus). 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

For me this is an exhortation to continue to believe in and trust in Jesus. It is a word to not 
grow complacent and therefore slide into unbelief but rather remain vigilant in my belief in 
Jesus so I am not cut off from the vine. I am reminded that Jesus used similar imagery in John 
chapter 15 about being cut off from the vine. In John 15, Jesus’ point was we remain in the vine, 
remain in God's love. That message is very similar to Paul's message in today's reading. 

 



What does this passage mean and say to us? 
The ‘us factor’ in this passage coincides with my personal take away. We must continue in 

the vine, continue in belief. This passage is an exhortation to stay true to the faith, faith in 
Jesus. 

 
 

Friday, May 6: Romans 11:25-32 NIV2011 
25 I do not want you to be ignorant of this mystery, brothers and sisters, so that you may not 

be conceited: Israel has experienced a hardening in part until the full number of the Gentiles has 
come in, 26 and in this way all Israel will be saved. As it is written:  

“The deliverer will come from Zion;  
he will turn godlessness away from Jacob.  

27 And this is my covenant with them  
when I take away their sins.” r  

28 As far as the gospel is concerned, they are enemies for your sake; but as far as election is 
concerned, they are loved on account of the patriarchs, 29 for God’s gifts and his call are 
irrevocable. 30 Just as you who were at one time disobedient to God have now received mercy as 
a result of their disobedience, 31 so they too have now become disobedient in order that they too 
may now receive mercy as a result of God’s mercy to you. 32 For God has bound everyone over to 
disobedience so that he may have mercy on them all.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

First, it is important to notice that Paul is discussing a mystery in the will of God. (As a 
mystery it is something that can be difficult to comprehend.) Paul is explaining the mystery so 
that Gentile believers do not become conceited (the warning to them is equally a warning to us 
today not to become conceited).  

Israel has experienced a hardening of heart in part so that the full number of Gentiles can 
come into the faith. Note verse 26, Paul says this way all Israel will be saved. (Does this 
reference to Israel mean the Jewish people or is it a reference to the people of God including 
both Jews and Gentiles?) 

After quoting an Old Testament scripture Paul continues, in the present time they, Israel, 
are enemies of Gentiles but regarding election they are still loved because of the promises 
given to the patriarchs. Paul says clearly, for God’s gifts and his call are irrevocable. We, 
Gentiles, who were once disobedient, have received mercy as a result of Israel’s disobedience. 
Likewise, Israel who is now disobedient will, in God's time, receive mercy as a result of God's 
mercy to Gentiles.  

Verse 32 communicates a great truth; everyone is bound over to disobedience (the result of 
original sin). But because everyone is bound over to disobedience God’s mercy will be the 
doorway of faith for all. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 



Paul continues his explanation that the disobedience now being experienced by Israel is the 
doorway for Gentiles to enter God's Kingdom. But there will come a time when the grace 
shown to Gentiles will be embraced by (elect) Jews so that they too will come to God. They're 
coming to God will not be by works but will be by grace, which is the same way Gentiles come 
to God. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

God's way of salvation is by grace. At the present time God is spreading His grace abroad 
among Gentiles (me) and we who were once far off are being drawn into the family of God by 
God's grace. I am saved by grace not by works thus I may never boast.  

There will come a day when God sheds His grace abroad on Jews who are presently 
disobedient so that they too can come to faith in Jesus by grace. 

 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 

There is no room for boasting or arrogance within the family of God. Everyone who is saved 
is saved by grace. None of us who were saved earned it in any way either by good works or 
heritage but by being a child of Abraham. 

 
 

Saturday, May 7: Romans 11:33-36 NIV2011  
33 Oh, the depth of the riches of the wisdom and knowledge of God!  

How unsearchable his judgments,  
and his paths beyond tracing out!  

34 “Who has known the mind of the Lord?  
Or who has been his counselor?” b  

35 “Who has ever given to God,  
that God should repay them?” c  

36 For from him and through him and for him are all things.  
To him be the glory forever! Amen. 

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

Having read and studied Romans before I know that this doxology (poem of praise to God) 
is the conclusion of the first section of Paul's letter to the Romans. Up until now Paul has been 
teaching about the mystery and will of God. Beginning in chapter 12 Paul will be drawing out 
how we should live in light of God’s revealed will. Multiple times in Paul's letters he uses the 
same basic formula for his letters. The opening chapters explain God's will and way and then 
the final chapters draw out the things we should do in light of God's will and way. 

In any case, here in the book of Romans Paul concludes his teachings about God with this 
magnificent doxology... This magnificent statement of praise and honor to the Lord. I will 
attempt to summarize what Paul says in these verses; my words cannot adequately capture in 
prose Paul's magnificent statement. After reading my summary I encourage everyone to simply 
go back and re-read Paul's words again. 

Verse 33: it is impossible for human beings to plunge the depths of God’s wisdom and 
knowledge.  



Verse 34: what human being has ever offered counsel to God? What human being has ever 
come close to understanding the Lord's mind. 

Verse 35: who has ever given something to God that caused God to be in debt to that 
person? 

Verse 36: from, through and for God are all things. God alone is to be praised and to be 
praised forever and ever.  Amen.  

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

This magnificent statement reminds us that we as human beings never come close to the 
wisdom and knowledge that God possesses. God alone is God. And we humans are not. Once 
we truly realize this, praise will usher from our lips to honor God forever. Nothing is more fitting 
for us as humans than to praise God for who He is, magnificent, wonderful, all knowing, all 
wise... 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

Simply put, the Holy Spirit says, “Bill, fall before and marvel at the wonder of the Lord God 
Almighty who has saved you.” 

 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 

I think the meaning of this passage for' us' parallels what this passage said to me personally. 
People of God, fall before and marvel at the wonder and the wisdom of the Lord God Almighty 
who has saved you. 

 
 

Sunday, May 8, 2022 –Sunday Worship  
 
 

If any of my thoughts or the Bible readings spark questions send an email reply and I will do my 
best to answer all questions from people on the list… I will answer personal questions privately; 
general questions will be answered in a subsequent email installment.  
 
If you are reading along with me from the Living Hope website you can send questions or request 
being placed on the weekly email list by emailing Lisa at office@LivingHopeCT.org.   

 
 

Click here for an audio link to my sermons, https://livinghopect.org/resources/audio-sermons. 
Sermons are generally posted within 2 days. We also livestream our full services which are up on our 
YouTube channel, https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgKURRsbX92qqIFgDF1iRWA 

 
 

https://livinghopect.org/resources/audio-sermons
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgKURRsbX92qqIFgDF1iRWA

