
The Weekly Word 
April 25-May 1, 2022 

 
Hello Bible readers. This week we will be reading Romans 9-10. I hope you are blessed as 

you join me. Happy reading… 
Grace and Peace, Bill  

 
To hear the Bible read click this link… http://www.biblegateway.com/resources/audio/. 

 
Monday, April 25: Romans 9:1-5 NIV2011 

9:1 I speak the truth in Christ—I am not lying, my conscience confirms it through the Holy 
Spirit—2 I have great sorrow and unceasing anguish in my heart. 3 For I could wish that I myself 
were cursed and cut off from Christ for the sake of my people, those of my own race, 4 the 
people of Israel. Theirs is the adoption to sonship; theirs the divine glory, the covenants, the 
receiving of the law, the temple worship and the promises. 5 Theirs are the patriarchs, and from 
them is traced the human ancestry of the Messiah, who is God over all, forever praised! d Amen.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

Paul's heart breaks for his people, Israel.  
Remember Paul has just taught  that those who are in Christ have no condemnation. That 

those who are in Christ have the Holy Spirit. That those who are in Christ can cry out to God 
using familial language, Abba father. And now Paul laments the fact that his people Israel are 
missing out on the free gift of salvation through faith in Jesus Christ. Paul's heart breaks 
because Israel had every advantage. Verses four and five are a litany of advantages that Israel 
had... Bbut sadly to no avail. Because even with all those advantages they haven't taken the 
step of faith to believe in Jesus. 

Paul’s deep heartache is communicated in verse 2-3 where he wishes that he were cut off 
from Christ if only that meant his people would be grafted into Christ. But the inference is clear 
that is not the case. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

This passage is a stark reminder that only faith in Jesus Christ, not advantages of birth or 
anything else, matters when it comes to righteousness.  

This passage also contains a warning, particularly to those of us raised in the Christian faith 
now centuries after Christ. Being born into a family that believes in Jesus does not impute faith 
to the members of family line. Each person must personally bend their knee to Jesus and 
confess him as Lord and Savior to find the righteousness that God gives to people who are in 
Christ. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

Having been raised in the church, for years I thought salvation was a given because  of my 
family’s faith. It was not until that moment of conversion when I recognized my sin and my 



need for a savior, and I humbly confessed faith in Jesus, acknowledging Him to be Lord of my 
life. Only then was righteousness imputed to me. Thanks be to God. 

 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 

I believe this passage is a reminder to us who are the church today. We like Israel now have 
all the advantages, we have the Scriptures, we have the Spirit, we have the presence of God in 
our midst, we have the teaching of the Word, and the sacraments. Still, we cannot presume all 
these advantages but must be forthright in reminding people that faith in Jesus is not about the 
family I was born into but about the one whom I follow as Lord and Savior.  

The church must be careful  not to rest on its rituals in regard to the younger generations. 
Instead, we use the rituals to embed in people the need to humbly come to Jesus through faith. 
We are saved by faith in Jesus not by following any rituals, no matter how good they may be. 

 
 

Tuesday, April 26: Romans 9:6-15 NIV2011 
6 It is not as though God’s word had failed. For not all who are descended from Israel are 

Israel. 7 Nor because they are his descendants are they all Abraham’s children. On the contrary, 
“It is through Isaac that your offspring will be reckoned.” g 8 In other words, it is not the children 
by physical descent who are God’s children, but it is the children of the promise who are 
regarded as Abraham’s offspring. 9 For this was how the promise was stated: “At the appointed 
time I will return, and Sarah will have a son.” j  

10 Not only that, but Rebekah’s children were conceived at the same time by our father Isaac. 
11 Yet, before the twins were born or had done anything good or bad—in order that God’s 
purpose in election might stand: 12 not by works but by him who calls—she was told, “The older 
will serve the younger.” n 13 Just as it is written: “Jacob I loved, but Esau I hated.” o  

14 What then shall we say? Is God unjust? Not at all! 15 For he says to Moses,  

“I will have mercy on whom I have mercy,  
and I will have compassion on whom I have compassion.” r  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

We as mere humans can never completely understand God's ways. His ways are higher and 
so far beyond our ways. One arena in Scripture where this dichotomy between God's ways and 
our understanding of God's ways is the issue of election. God’s sovereign choice to have mercy 
and compassion on those whom God chooses to have mercy and compassion. 

Having begun this chapter recognizing that Israel as a whole is not saved but still under the 
curse, Paul goes on to explain all this through the eyes of election. First, God's Word has not 
failed. God is sovereign and His Word is true. Paul goes on to note that simply being born a Jew, 
having the blood of Abraham coursing in our veins, does not mean that the individual is actually 
a descendant of Abraham (meaning that he or she is under the covenant God made with 
Abraham). The important element is whether a person is a child of the Promise or not. Case in 
point, Esau and Jacob. Both are Abrahams biological grandsons, and yet Jacob is a child of the 
Promise and Esau is not. Quoting the Old Testament Paul includes, “The older will serve the 
younger.” nJust as it is written: “Jacob I loved, but Esau I hated.” 



Paul’s point in these two paragraphs is summed up in verse 8, it is not the children by 
physical descent who are God’s children, but it is the children of the promise who are regarded 
as Abraham’s offspring. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

Paul is building his argument methodically. In this portion Paul explains not every Jew is a 
child of the Promise and therefore a child of Abraham simply because of their birth lineage. 
Election plays a part in determining upon whom God will show mercy and compassion. (This is 
admittedly a difficult truth to understand. How can God who is love show compassion on some 
but not all? This is a truth every believer at some point will have to wrestle with.) 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

As I sit with this passage open before me God is reminding me that He is sovereign and all-
knowing and I am not. And while I certainly do not understand God's election fully and God’s 
sovereign choice of some, I must come to the place where I surrender to God's will. I believe 
what scripture teaches, balancing the whole of scripture as best I can in my feeble mind and 
then surrendering to and trusting in God with those things I cannot connect,  and fully 
understand. 

God is God and I am not, and I surrender to the Lord of glory. 
 

What does this passage mean and say to us? 
Paul will have a warning for Christ-following believers later in this discussion. For now, the 

message to the church is to trust the sovereign will of God and to recognize that we will not 
fully understand everything. Yet in everything we are to display and live out our trust in God. 
God alone is sovereign. And His ways are right. 

 
 

Wednesday, April 27: Romans 9:16-29 NIV2011 
16 It does not, therefore, depend on human desire or effort, but on God’s mercy. 17 For 

Scripture says to Pharaoh: “I raised you up for this very purpose, that I might display my power 
in you and that my name might be proclaimed in all the earth.” t 18 Therefore God has mercy on 
whom he wants to have mercy, and he hardens whom he wants to harden.  

19 One of you will say to me: “Then why does God still blame us? For who is able to resist his 
will?” 20 But who are you, a human being, to talk back to God? “Shall what is formed say to the 
one who formed it, ‘Why did you make me like this?’ ” a 21 Does not the potter have the right to 
make out of the same lump of clay some pottery for special purposes and some for common 
use?  

22 What if God, although choosing to show his wrath and make his power known, bore with 
great patience the objects of his wrath—prepared for destruction? 23 What if he did this to make 
the riches of his glory known to the objects of his mercy, whom he prepared in advance for 
glory—24 even us, whom he also called, not only from the Jews but also from the Gentiles? 25 As 
he says in Hosea:  

“I will call them ‘my people’ who are not my people;  



and I will call her ‘my loved one’ who is not my loved one,” i  
26 and,  

“In the very place where it was said to them,  
‘You are not my people,’  
there they will be called ‘children of the living God.’ ” j  

27 Isaiah cries out concerning Israel:  
“Though the number of the Israelites be like the sand by the sea,  

only the remnant will be saved.  
28 For the Lord will carry out  

his sentence on earth with speed and finality.” m  
29 It is just as Isaiah said previously:  

“Unless the Lord Almighty  
had left us descendants,  

we would have become like Sodom,  
we would have been like Gomorrah.” o  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

Verses 16 & 18 encapsulate Paul's point, It does not, therefore, depend on human desire or 
effort, but on God’s mercy. …. Therefore, God has mercy on whom He wants to have mercy, and 
he hardens whom he wants to harden. (In verse 17 Paul simply gives the example of pharaoh 
whom he raised up so that God’s name might be declared throughout the earth.) 

Now if it is God’s sovereign choice, why do people still carry blame when we don’t believe 
since we cannot resist God's will? Paul answers this question by stating, “Can creation say to 
the Creator, why did you make me like this?” Again, Paul resorts to an illustration, “Can’t the 
potter make some items for special use and others for common use out of the same clay?” (In 
other words, doesn't the Creator get to choose?) 

God's choice is sovereign. God can show great patience to those who are objects of His 
wrath and prepared for destruction. And God can do this so that the riches of His glory may be 
made known to those who have been prepared in advance for glory... And those prepared in 
advance for glory include both Jews and Gentiles. 

To conclude his argument Paul cites a number of Old Testament Scriptures to make this 
point, for example from Hosea: “I will call them ‘my people’ who are not my people;  

and I will call her ‘my loved one’ who is not my loved one. More OT citations follow. 
 

What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

Paul's point is that God is sovereign, and God can create out of the same substance items 
for common purpose and things for special purpose. As part of creation, I must accept the fact.  
Thank God, He gets to set the rules and God is right.  

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

I marvel in the fact that God has shown me mercy. (I confess I don’t fully comprehend Paul’s 
teaching, or at least I'm not 100% comfortable in comprehending Paul’s teaching. But in the 



end, I believe God is sovereign. Therefore, God can choose the rules and the parameters of life 
and when I don't understand I must simply submit to is revealed will. 

 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 

There is no boasting for those who receive mercy from God because it is God's sovereign 
choice. There is no arrogance in being numbered among the elect because it is God's sovereign 
choice. 

 
 

Thursday, April 28: Romans 9:30-33 NIV2011 
30 What then shall we say? That the Gentiles, who did not pursue righteousness, have 

obtained it, a righteousness that is by faith; 31 but the people of Israel, who pursued the law as 
the way of righteousness, have not attained their goal. 32 Why not? Because they pursued it not 
by faith but as if it were by works. They stumbled over the stumbling stone. 33 As it is written:  

“See, I lay in Zion a stone that causes people to stumble  
and a rock that makes them fall,  
and the one who believes in him will never be put to shame.” u  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

Faith versus works. Who wins? Faith in a no doubt, decisive victory. 
The Gentiles who did not pursue righteousness have obtained it by means of faith. The 

people of Israel who pursued the law have not attained their goal of righteousness. They 
pursued righteousness as if it was a work done by human strength rather than a gift given by 
faith. They stumbled over the stumbling stone, Jesus. Everyone who believes in Jesus will never 
be put to shame. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

Faith in Jesus is the means to righteousness not pursuing righteousness by attempting to 
live by the law. Faith alone can lead to righteousness. Works alone will always fall short. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

I sit here today grateful that the Lord opened my eyes to faith in him. There is no other way 
I would ever have attained salvation. Thanks be to God. 

 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 

The meaning of this passage is the same to us as it is to me individually. Faith in Jesus is the 
way of salvation, nothing else can deliver God's righteousness to a human heart.  

 
 

Friday, April 29: Romans 10:1-4 NIV2011 
10:1 Brothers and sisters, my heart’s desire and prayer to God for the Israelites is that they 

may be saved. 2 For I can testify about them that they are zealous for God, but their zeal is not 
based on knowledge. 3 Since they did not know the righteousness of God and sought to establish 



their own, they did not submit to God’s righteousness. 4 Christ is the culmination of the law so 
that there may be righteousness for everyone who believes.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

Paul confesses his love for and sadness over his fellow Israelites. Paul longs that they would 
be saved but recognizes that in their zeal for God they have pursued salvation in the wrong 
way. They did not submit to God's righteousness but attempted to gain righteousness on their 
own. (This is an impossibility.) In verse 4 Paul dangles the truth that Jesus Christ is the 
culmination of the law and that through Him righteousness is available to everyone who 
believes. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

The sad truth is that even though Jews are God's first people and that they have been the 
bearers of God’s first testament words, they are not saved simply because they are Abraham’s 
descendants. Salvation comes through faith in Jesus Christ and since they have yet to put their 
faith in Jesus they are outside the salvation and righteousness of God. 

This sad truth reminds us as believers that we owe a great deal to our Jewish forebearers. 
One of the things we owe them is to share the good news of Jesus with them so that they may 
turn to Jesus and be saved. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

God the Holy Spirit is whispering in my ears that faith in Jesus is the way of salvation and 
that none of my good works earned me any standing before God. Yes, God would have me 
display good works, but they are a result of God's salvation working in me not the reason God’s 
salvation is working in me. I must never confuse those two vastly different situations. 

 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 

Like Paul our heart should break for people of the Jewish faith because they are spiritually 
lost. They need Jesus. “Break our hearts oh God with the things that break your heart”. Amen 

 
 

Saturday, April 30: Romans 10:5-21 NIV2011  
5 Moses writes this about the righteousness that is by the law: “The person who does these 

things will live by them.” a 6 But the righteousness that is by faith says: “Do not say in your heart, 
‘Who will ascend into heaven?’ ” c (that is, to bring Christ down) 7 “or ‘Who will descend into the 
deep?’ ” d (that is, to bring Christ up from the dead). 8 But what does it say? “The word is near 
you; it is in your mouth and in your heart,” f that is, the message concerning faith that we 
proclaim: 9 If you declare with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that God 
raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 10 For it is with your heart that you believe and are 
justified, and it is with your mouth that you profess your faith and are saved. 11 As Scripture 
says, “Anyone who believes in him will never be put to shame.” l 12 For there is no difference 
between Jew and Gentile—the same Lord is Lord of all and richly blesses all who call on him, 
13 for, “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.” p  



 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

This paragraph includes one of the clearest and most succinct descriptions of saving faith. 
Paul opens the paragraph making the case that if you want to live by the law you have to 

earn it by fulfilling the law. Sadly this is an impossibility and herein lies the problem for Jews 
who are trying to earn their righteousness by keeping the law. Instead righteousness comes by 
faith and Paul describes the saving faith process. 

Beginning in verse 9 Paul explains that when we declare verbally “Jesus is Lord” and believe 
that God raised Jesus from the dead a person will be saved. (This is written almost like a 
mathematical formula; verbally proclaim Jesus Lord + truly believe God raised Him from the 
dead in your heart = eternal salvation.) Paul goes on to explain that when we believe in our 
heart we are justified and when we profess faith in Jesus with our mouth we are saved (note 
that these are two expressions explaining the same reality).  

Paul backs this up with scripture, “Anyone who believes in him will never be put to shame (Is 
28:16, see Septuagint). 

Paul concludes with God's promise that He will treat all people. -Jew and Gentile- alike 
when it comes to saving faith because the Lord blesses all who call on His name, Quoting Joel 
2:32, Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

This passage provides the church with the most straightforward passage on the mechanics 
of saving faith.  

verbally declare Jesus Lord + true belief deep inside you that God raised Jesus 
from the dead = salvation. 

This' formula' is as true  as Isaac Newton’s F=MA (Force = Mass x Acceleration). 
We can be as sure and as certain as Christians that God will honor this truth as physicists are 

in Newton’s laws. 
 

What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 
The Holy Spirit is reminding me of the simple truth of the Gospel; belief in Jesus brings 

salvation. Things are no more complicated than this. 
 

What does this passage mean and say to us? 
We, the church, must not complicate the message of the Gospel…true belief in Jesus brings 

salvation. 
Have you said, “Yes Jesus, you are my Lord”? Have you truly believed in your deepest places 

that God  raised Him from the dead? If you have then you are saved and have become adopted 
into God's family. From that moment on our responsibility is to learn to live in ways that honor 
and obey our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 
 

Sunday, May 1, 2022 –Sunday Worship  
 



 
If any of my thoughts or the Bible readings spark questions send an email reply and I will do my 
best to answer all questions from people on the list… I will answer personal questions privately; 
general questions will be answered in a subsequent email installment.  
 
If you are reading along with me from the Living Hope website you can send questions or request 
being placed on the weekly email list by emailing Lisa at office@LivingHopeCT.org.   

 
 

Click here for an audio link to my sermons, https://livinghopect.org/resources/audio-sermons. 
Sermons are generally posted within 2 days. We also livestream our full services which are up on our 
YouTube channel, https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgKURRsbX92qqIFgDF1iRWA 

 
 

https://livinghopect.org/resources/audio-sermons
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgKURRsbX92qqIFgDF1iRWA

