
The Weekly Word 
April 11-17, 2022 

 
Hello Bible readers. This week we will be reading Paul’s lettter to the Romans 6-7. I hope 

you are blessed as you join me. Happy reading… 
Grace and Peace, Bill  

 
To hear the Bible read click this link… http://www.biblegateway.com/resources/audio/. 

 
Monday, April 11: Romans 6:1-7 NIV2011 

6:1 What shall we say, then? Shall we go on sinning so that grace may increase? 2 By no 
means! We are those who have died to sin; how can we live in it any longer? 3 Or don’t you 
know that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? 4 We were 
therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised 
from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life.  

5 For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will certainly also be united with 
him in a resurrection like his. 6 For we know that our old self was crucified with him so that the 
body ruled by sin might be done away with, that we should no longer be slaves to sin—7 because 
anyone who has died has been set free from sin.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

So how are we to live now that the righteousness of God has flooded our lives and we stand 
justified before God? Are we allowed to continue to live as we did before? Are we allowed to 
keep on sinning because that means more of God's grace to overcome the sin? Absolutely not!  

Baptism provides the visual to understand what occurred when we confess Jesus and were 
baptized into His name. All of us who were baptized are baptized into His death. The baptism, 
the coming under the water, speaks of our spiritual death in Christ. Just as Jesus Christ was 
raised from the dead so we too are raised to a new life to the glory of the Father. 

Baptism symbolizes that we were united with Christ in his death, we will certainly be united 
with him in his resurrection. Our old self, our old way of living, was crucified with Christ so that 
the sin which marred our body because of Adam might be executed. We are no longer slaves to 
sin because our death in Christ has set us free from sin. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

This passage tells us that we are to live differently as Christians. We are no longer slaves to 
sin. When we joined Christ, symbolized in our baptism, we crucified our old nature. The hold 
tsin (and the enemy) had on us was broken. Since we died with Christ we have also been raised 
with Christ, which means in our new life we are now slaves to God, no longer are we slaves to 
sin.  

Therefore, we should live as if our lives have been changed by Jesus Christ.  
 

What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 



Does my life reflect Jesus? Am I living differently than I lived before faith in Jesus? Does the 
peace and power of Jesus to love others show itself regularly in my life? These are just some of 
the questions the Spirit is asking of me. 

 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 

We, the church, should live differently. Our lives and the community we establish as the 
church should be different than communities established in the world.  

I think of Acts 2:42-47. The picture presented of the church in those five verses is very 
different than the picture of people in the world in general. While we don't have to mirror 
exactly those particular elements, I wonder why we who are the church today do not look 
vastly different from other gatherings of people in this world. How is it we appear to have 
missed this teaching, that we are new creations and therefore in our  communities we should 
represent Jesus and live as Jesus would have us live. Sadly, I have many more questions than 
answers from today's Bible reading. 

 
 

Tuesday, April 12: Romans 6:8-14 NIV2011 
8 Now if we died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. 9 For we know that 

since Christ was raised from the dead, he cannot die again; death no longer has mastery over 
him. 10 The death he died, he died to sin once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to God.  

11 ,n the same way, count yourselves dead to sin but alive to God in Christ Jesus. 12 Therefore 
do not let sin reign in your mortal body so that you obey its evil desires. 13 Do not offer any part 
of yourself to sin as an instrument of wickedness, but rather offer yourselves to God as those 
who have been brought from death to life; and offer every part of yourself to him as an 
instrument of righteousness. 14 For sin shall no longer be your master, because you are not 
under the law, but under grace.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

Good news of God’s salvation through Jesus Christ grows even richer. Not only do we have a 
righteousness given to us by God, additionally we live with God. Our example is Jesus Christ. 
We know Jesus was raised from the dead and cannot taste death again. Therefore, He is freed 
from the mastery of death over Him. The first half of verse 10 is a masterful statement about 
Jesus’ atoning death, The death he died, he died to sin once for all…. Paul doesn't stop there; he 
goes on to remind us now that Jesus is alive, he lives to God. 

From here Paul reminds us that as people made alive in Jesus, we are to follow His example. 
He begins, in the same way…. we too are to count ourselves dead to sin but alive to God in 
Christ Jesus our Lord. Thus, we have a part to play to not allow sin to reign in our mortal bodies 
and to not obey sins evil desires. We are to offer ourselves to God not to sin. And we are to 
offer every part of ourselves to God for we are God's instrument of righteousness in the world. 
Sin is no longer our master; we have been freed from the law and now lives under God's grace. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 



The Christian message grows deeper. If we died with Christ (when we confessed Him as 
Lord) then we live with Him. And if we are to live with Him it means we are no longer subject to 
the bonds and desires of sin and evil. Instead, we live for God. Thus, we are no longer required 
to give into the evil impulses of sin, instead we can be God's instruments of righteousness in the 
world. We are no longer under law, we are under grace and our lives should reflect that as we 
forsake sin to embrace righteousness... following the lead of Jesus our Savior.  

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

I need to regularly monitor my life. When I feel the impulse to evil and feel drawn to sin, I 
need instead to draw close to the Lord and gain His mastery over those evil impulses. The law 
no longer binds me; evil no longer owns me. I belong to Jesus and like Jesus, I now live to and 
for God Almighty. 

 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 

God's church, God's people, should be a force for righteousness in our world. We should be 
on the vanguard of justice for those who are oppressed. We should be on the vanguard of love 
for those who are alienated, dissed, and ignored in our world. We should be the vanguard 
offering mercy to those who need second chances. We should be on the vanguard offering care 
for people displaced, dishonored and ignored by the world. We should be on the vanguard of 
those offering care for the marginalized, the widows, the orphans, the disenfranchised and the 
ignored in our world. We the church should be the greatest agent for righteousness in our 
world... 

 
 

Wednesday, April 13: Romans 6:15-23 NIV2011 
15 What then? Shall we sin because we are not under the law but under grace? By no means! 

16 Don’t you know that when you offer yourselves to someone as obedient slaves, you are slaves 
of the one you obey—whether you are slaves to sin, which leads to death, or to obedience, 
which leads to righteousness? 17 But thanks be to God that, though you used to be slaves to sin, 
you have come to obey from your heart the pattern of teaching that has now claimed your 
allegiance. 18 You have been set free from sin and have become slaves to righteousness.  

19 I am using an example from everyday life because of your human limitations. Just as you 
used to offer yourselves as slaves to impurity and to ever-increasing wickedness, so now offer 
yourselves as slaves to righteousness leading to holiness. 20 When you were slaves to sin, you 
were free from the control of righteousness. 21 What benefits did you reap at that time from the 
things you are now ashamed of? Those things result in death! 22 But now that you have been set 
free from sin and have become slaves of God, the benefit you reap leads to holiness, and the 
result is eternal life. 23 For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ 
Jesus our Lord.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

Paul's concluding sentence in this passage is a classic memorable sentence that sums up the 
gift of the Gospel. For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus 
our Lord. What does faith in Jesus bring to a person? Eternal life and so much more. 



Stepping back and looking at the whole of this passage Paul continues his teaching.  When 
we come to Christ we are no longer bound by sin and we are no longer slaves to sin. We are 
now slaves to God, slaves to righteousness.  

Paul’s underlying reason for making these claims is to cause the Roman Christians to 
embrace their righteousness and begin living as if they were actually children of God... then 
they would stop yielding to the temptations of sin and instead yield to the strength and leading 
of the Spirit who will produce righteousness in them. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

We could summarize the teaching of these two brief paragraphs by saying, “start living  the 
faith by which God has called you.. Live for righteousness, not sin. Live for God, not selfishness. 
Exercise the muscles of your faith, exercise the living presence of God the Holy Spirit in you and 
live as if you're a follower of Jesus Christ. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

Does my life reveal that I am a follower of Jesus? Some wise believer put it like this, “if you 
were put on trial for being a Christian would there be enough evidence to convict you”? 

Paul is reminding the Romans that when we come to Christ we are freed as slaves to sin but 
instead we are slaves to God. Therefore, our lives should reflect the fact that we are obedient 
to the Lord. 

Does my life reveal that I follow Jesus? 
 

What does this passage mean and say to us? 
Over and over, I have to remind myself that this passage is written to the church, the 

collective people of God. Yes, there are individual implications. I have just mentioned some of 
the implications God directed to me. But the corporate body too needs to reflect the fact that 
we are slaves to God and slaves to righteousness. We are no longer slaves to sin. This should 
affect the individual actions of individual Christians, but it should also affect the action of the 
collective whole. Our communities of faith should be communities that display the 
righteousness of God for the whole world to see. 

 
 

Thursday, April 14: Romans 5:1-11 NIV2011 
7:1 Do you not know, brothers and sisters—for I am speaking to those who know the law—

that the law has authority over someone only as long as that person lives? 2 For example, by law 
a married woman is bound to her husband as long as he is alive, but if her husband dies, she is 
released from the law that binds her to him. 3 So then, if she has sexual relations with another 
man while her husband is still alive, she is called an adulteress. But if her husband dies, she is 
released from that law and is not an adulteress if she marries another man.  

4 So, my brothers and sisters, you also died to the law through the body of Christ, that you 
might belong to another, to him who was raised from the dead, in order that we might bear 
fruit for God. 5 For when we were in the realm of the flesh, w the sinful passions aroused by the 
law were at work in us, so that we bore fruit for death. 6 But now, by dying to what once bound 



us, we have been released from the law so that we serve in the new way of the Spirit, and not in 
the old way of the written code.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

Paul continues to make the point that Christians are under new management. 
In the physical world death releases a person from the laws that bound him or her while 

they were alive. Paul highlights the example of a married woman. As long as he is alive, she is 
married to him and if she have sexual relations with another man while her husband is alive,  
she is a lawbreaker, an adulteress. However, once her husband dies her bonds to him are 
broken and she is free to meet and marry another person without being considered a 
lawbreaker. Her husband's death broke her bond to him. Death brakes or eliminates bonds. 

The spiritual equivalent of this happens when we come to Christ by faith. You will recall 
from chapter 6 that when we come to Christ by faith, we are buried with Him in our baptism. In 
other words, we ‘die’ thus we are no longer bound to the law. Spiritually speaking we are now 
dead to the law which bound us and in Christ we now find our new 'husband.' Thus, when we 
come to Christ, we are set free from what once bound us.  by dying to what once bound us, we 
have been released from the law so that we serve in the new way of the Spirit, and not in the old 
way of the written code.  

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

Paul continues to make the case that as Christ followers we are freed from the law that 
bound us. Instead, we are now bound to the way of the Spirit, which as we have learned, is not 
the way of the law but the way of grace. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

The application of this passage in my life continues to be a reiteration of what God has 
spoken to me throughout Romans. am I living as a freeman under Christ under grace? I am no 
longer bound by the law instead I am bound to Christ. I now live for Him. I now get to live the 
righteousness He desires. I get to do that because God gives me the strength. The life of faith is 
not a life of works; it is a spirit empowered life of emulating Jesus. 

How well am I living for Jesus? 
 

What does this passage mean and say to us? 
Again, for the church we are a new people. Ours is not a faith of laws which bind people and 

twist them into pretzels. The Christian faith  all about having that spiritual connection with God, 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit who infuse us with Themselves that we might live to righteousness,  
grace, and mercy.  

Does the collective church represent this kind of living to the world? If we, the church, are 
only reproducing some new law-based way to live we are missing the wonder and freedom of 
being truly in Christ. 

Is the church presenting to the world this new life in Jesus? 
 
 



Friday, April 15: Romans 7:7-13 NIV2011 
7 What shall we say, then? Is the law sinful? Certainly not! Nevertheless, I would not have 

known what sin was had it not been for the law. For I would not have known what coveting 
really was if the law had not said, “You shall not covet.” f 8 But sin, seizing the opportunity 
afforded by the commandment, produced in me every kind of coveting. For apart from the law, 
sin was dead. 9 Once I was alive apart from the law; but when the commandment came, sin 
sprang to life and I died. 10 I found that the very commandment that was intended to bring life 
actually brought death. 11 For sin, seizing the opportunity afforded by the commandment, 
deceived me, and through the commandment put me to death. 12 So then, the law is holy, and 
the commandment is holy, righteous and good.  

13 Did that which is good, then, become death to me? By no means! Nevertheless, in order 
that sin might be recognized as sin, it used what is good to bring about my death, so that 
through the commandment sin might become utterly sinful.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

So, if the law could not produce righteousness, what good is the law?  
Paul explains that the law reveals what sin is. As Paul puts it in verse 7B, For I would not 

have known what coveting really was if the law had not said, “You shall not covet.” Once we 
know what sin is, it seizes every opportunity (because we have been marred by the original sin 
of Adam and Eve in the garden) and it produces more sin in me. So, the law reveals what sin is, 
but also gives sin a foothold that springs to life in the person and we die. Again, Paul’s verse 10-
11, I found that the very commandment that was intended to bring life actually brought death. 
For sin, seizing the opportunity afforded by the commandment, deceived me, and through the 
commandment put me to death. The law itself is holy righteous and good, sadly it shows us we 
are sinful, depraved and therefore dead in our transgressions and sins. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

In today's reading we learned that the benefit of the law was that it revealed what sin was. 
Without the law we would have been ignorant of what God expected. But the law shows us 
that we fall short regularly. So, the law's purpose was to reveal to us what sin truly is. 
Unfortunately, revealing what sin is also serves to entice our depraved nature into more sin. 
Thus, the law itself is good but it reveals how bad and depraved we truly are. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

There was a time when I was younger, and I thought I could achieve anything and do 
anything.  There was no problem I and others could not solve. Sadly, this was simply a reflection 
of the depravity of my life. I thought I was good. I am not good at the depth of my being. I am, 
as Calvin put it, totally depraved. Every part of my being, and my psyche has been marred by 
sin. I am not good, and no one is good before God. 

One step in coming to Jesus was realizing that I am not good, instead that I am a sinner 
filled with sin. And I needed a savior... Jesus. The law showed me how sinful I was. So, I am 
grateful to the law even though now in Christ I am no longer bound by the law because as Paul 



has taught us, I am now a slave to righteousness... i.e., a slave to God. and empowered by God 
to live for Him. 

I need to keep in mind how sinful I can be when I am left to my own devices. This allows me 
to praise God all the more because of what He has done in me through faith in Jesus Christ. 

 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 

I should never be surprised when people in the world do bad things because we all are truly 
depraved human beings. God's law shows us how depraved we all are. But even if you don't 
accept God's law, look at any society. Every society makes laws upon laws upon laws. Why? 
Because people find more and more ways to circumvent the good order of things. Laws don't 
actually constrain us; they simply reveal how much of a lawbreaker we truly are.  

We in the church must be careful not to turn religion into a new law because the new law 
can never be followed it only can reveal how broken we are. We constantly must remember 
that following Jesus is about righteousness and grace, which only comes from the Lord. 
Righteousness and grace can never be produced by law. 

 
 

Saturday, April 16: Romans 7:14-25 NIV2011  
14 We know that the law is spiritual; but I am unspiritual, sold as a slave to sin. 15 I do not 

understand what I do. For what I want to do I do not do, but what I hate I do. 16 And if I do what 
I do not want to do, I agree that the law is good. 17 As it is, it is no longer I myself who do it, but 
it is sin living in me. 18 For I know that good itself does not dwell in me, that is, in my sinful 
nature. u For I have the desire to do what is good, but I cannot carry it out. 19 For I do not do the 
good I want to do, but the evil I do not want to do—this I keep on doing. 20 Now if I do what I do 
not want to do, it is no longer I who do it, but it is sin living in me that does it.  

21 So I find this law at work: Although I want to do good, evil is right there with me. 22 For in 
my inner being I delight in God’s law; 23 but I see another law at work in me, waging war against 
the law of my mind and making me a prisoner of the law of sin at work within me. 24 What a 
wretched man I am! Who will rescue me from this body that is subject to death? 25 Thanks be to 
God, who delivers me through Jesus Christ our Lord!  

So then, I myself in my mind am a slave to God’s law, but in my sinful nature a slave to the 
law of sin. 

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

Paul begins by stating the obvious, the law is spiritual; but I am unspiritual… He goes on to 
explain that he doesn't do what he wants to do. Instead, he does what he does not want to do. 
He paints a picture of a conflicted life. A life where in the mind a person wants to be good, but 
the flesh wins out and the person ends up living and doing things that are not good. Again, 
verse 18b, For I have the desire to do what is good, but I cannot carry it out. This is a woeful 
condition brought on by sin living within him.  

Paul sees a war raging within himself. In his mind he wants to do what is good. But he finds 
that he is actually a prisoner of the law of sin which is working within him. He concludes, What 
a wretched man I am! Who will rescue me from this body that is subject to death? Thanks be to 



God, who delivers me through Jesus Christ our Lord! Ultimately Paul knows the answer will be 
Jesus… 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

This is a troubling passage; it seems to indicate that we are forever a slave to sin through 
our sinful nature. But before we allow a veil of depression to roll over us, we have to remember 
two things. One, many biblical scholars believe Paul is discussing his life before he came to 
Jesus, see verse 24b, who can rescue me from this body that is subject to death? And two, this is 
not the end of the story, chapter 8:1 and. Following paints an entirely different picture.  

Seen from this point of view Paul is describing the conundrum of everyday life for people 
not yet in Christ. They want to do good but something in them is stronger and keeps drawing 
them to the sin. They do what they really don't want to do. It is a wretched way to live. 

From the point of view of the church this is the bad news about human life. It is not unlike 
things Paul has already said. For example, all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. 
Fortunately, this isn't the end of the story. Paul suggests in verse 25, deliverance is found in 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 

The word 'our' indicates that a person is confessing Jesus Christ to be their Lord. Thus, faith 
has taken place. In other words, the answer to the conundrum he raises is faith in Jesus (which 
Paul will describe beautifully in chapter 8). 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

The passage reminds me that left to myself I am in deep trouble. If I were on my own, I 
would live as Paul describes, wanting to do good but being unable to do the good I want to do. I 
cannot be a good person on my own. Only through faith in Jesus can goodness, God's goodness 
and righteousness, live in me.  

 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 

And us teaching in this passage is that none of us are good. Oh, likely we have good 
thoughts and good intentions, but we do not often live up to the good thoughts and intentions 
we have. 

Without growing overly pessimistic, a world built on people being good at their core simply 
does not face reality. No one truly lives up to their good intentions. 

 
 

Sunday, April 17, 2022 – Easter Sunday Worship  
 
 

If any of my thoughts or the Bible readings spark questions send an email reply and I will do my 
best to answer all questions from people on the list… I will answer personal questions privately; 
general questions will be answered in a subsequent email installment.  
 
If you are reading along with me from the Living Hope website you can send questions or request 
being placed on the weekly email list by emailing Lisa at office@LivingHopeCT.org.   



 
 

Click here for an audio link to my sermons, https://livinghopect.org/resources/audio-sermons. 
Sermons are generally posted within 2 days. We also livestream our full services which are up on our 
YouTube channel, https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgKURRsbX92qqIFgDF1iRWA 

 
 

https://livinghopect.org/resources/audio-sermons
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgKURRsbX92qqIFgDF1iRWA

