
The Weekly Word 
April 4-10, 2022 

 
Hello Bible readers.  This week we will be reading Paul’s lettter to the Romans 4-5. I hope 

you are blessed as you join me. Happy reading… 
Grace and Peace, Bill  

 
To hear the Bible read click this link… http://www.biblegateway.com/resources/audio/. 

 
Monday, April 4: Romans 4:1-8 NIV2011 

4:1 What then shall we say that Abraham, our forefather according to the flesh, discovered in 
this matter? 2 If, in fact, Abraham was justified by works, he had something to boast about—but 
not before God. 3 What does Scripture say? “Abraham believed God, and it was credited to him 
as righteousness.” w  

4 Now to the one who works, wages are not credited as a gift but as an obligation. 
5 However, to the one who does not work but trusts God who justifies the ungodly, their faith is 
credited as righteousness. 6 David says the same thing when he speaks of the blessedness of the 
one to whom God credits righteousness apart from works:  

7 “Blessed are those  
whose transgressions are forgiven,  
whose sins are covered.  

8 Blessed is the one  
whose sin the Lord will never count against them.” z  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

Paul looks to Abraham to explain the mystery of God's grace and favor. If Abraham was 
justified by works then his standing before God was earned by his works. But scripture teaches, 
Abraham believed God, and it was credited to him as righteousness. Thus, for Abraham it was 
not his works that gained his righteousness since righteousness came to him as a gift. Paul sees 
that this truth is corroborated in other scriptures as he quotes David in the psalms, “Blessed are 
those whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are covered. Blessed is the one whose sin 
the Lord will never count against them. 

Gifts of God, not works of the people brought righteousness. 
 

What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

The righteousness of God comes by gift, not by works so we, who are saved, can have no 
boasting. Our salvation is a gift of God. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

I lean back in my chair; my heart is thankful because God chose to grant me righteousness. 
My salvation rests on God and God's mercy alone. I have nothing I can boast about in myself. 
Salvation comes from the Lord and in that I will rest my life. Amen 

 



What does this passage mean and say to us? 
Considering this passage from the point of view of the' we', the collective body of Christ, we 

cannot boast about our faith. Our works, our behavior, does not produce righteousness. The 
righteousness we have is a gift of God, like Abraham it was credited to us by God as a gift. 

 
 

Tuesday, April 5: Romans 4:9-15 NIV2011 
9 Is this blessedness only for the circumcised, or also for the uncircumcised? We have been 

saying that Abraham’s faith was credited to him as righteousness. 10 Under what circumstances 
was it credited? Was it after he was circumcised, or before? It was not after, but before! 11 And 
he received circumcision as a sign, a seal of the righteousness that he had by faith while he was 
still uncircumcised. So then, he is the father of all who believe but have not been circumcised, in 
order that righteousness might be credited to them. 12 And he is then also the father of the 
circumcised who not only are circumcised but who also follow in the footsteps of the faith that 
our father Abraham had before he was circumcised. 

13 It was not through the law that Abraham and his offspring received the promise that he 
would be heir of the world, but through the righteousness that comes by faith. 14 For if those 
who depend on the law are heirs, faith means nothing and the promise is worthless, 15 because 
the law brings wrath. And where there is no law there is no transgression. 

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

Not only is Abraham justified by faith, but God also credited his righteousness before he 
was circumcised. Therefore, Abraham is the father of circumcised and uncircumcised all who by 
faith find righteousness in God. Abraham is the father of all who believe.  

Abraham’s story also reinforces the fact that it is not by the works of the law that he was 
saved but by faith in God which was credited to him by God.  

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

Righteousness is either by faith or by works, it cannot be both. Abraham story makes clear 
that righteousness comes by faith. Thus, the Church’s message is that righteousness comes by 
faith. It cannot be earned by following the law or being a good person; it comes by faith and 
faith alone. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

Romans continues to remind me how indebted I am to the Lord for faith, for righteousness 
and for salvation. The Lord God is my refuge and my strength; He is the rock upon which I can 
build my life. It is not about me it is about what God has done for me in Jesus Christ. Thanks be 
to God. 

 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 

There's a saying that says, “the ground is level at the foot of the cross”. This is so true. 
Righteousness that comes from God alone is also a great leveler. None of us earn our way to 
salvation, it is a gift of God pure and simple. Thus, there is no place for haughtiness or 



superiority in the faith, Jew or Gentile, male or female, we are all equal before God and our 
salvation was provided by God. 

As we look out to the world of unsaved people, we must remember that there but for the 
grace of God go I. 

 
 

Wednesday, April 6: Romans 4:16-25 NIV2011 
16 Therefore, the promise comes by faith, so that it may be by grace and may be guaranteed 

to all Abraham’s offspring—not only to those who are of the law but also to those who have the 
faith of Abraham. He is the father of us all. 17 As it is written: “I have made you a father of many 
nations.” o He is our father in the sight of God, in whom he believed—the God who gives life to 
the dead and calls into being things that were not.  

18 Against all hope, Abraham in hope believed and so became the father of many nations, 
just as it had been said to him, “So shall your offspring be.” t 19 Without weakening in his faith, 
he faced the fact that his body was as good as dead—since he was about a hundred years old—
and that Sarah’s womb was also dead. 20 Yet he did not waver through unbelief regarding the 
promise of God, but was strengthened in his faith and gave glory to God, 21 being fully 
persuaded that God had power to do what he had promised. 22 This is why “it was credited to 
him as righteousness.” 23 The words “it was credited to him” were written not for him alone, 
24 but also for us, to whom God will credit righteousness—for us who believe in him who raised 
Jesus our Lord from the dead. 25 He was delivered over to death for our sins and was raised to 
life for our justification.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

The opening ‘therefore' tells us that this passage is connected to what has comes before. In 
fact, this passage is the summary or conclusion of what has come before. Verse 16 conveys the 
truth about which Paul is writing.. Therefore, the promise comes by faith, so that it may be by 
grace and may be guaranteed to all Abraham’s offspring… He is the father of us all. The ‘all' at 
the end of the sentence refers to both Jews and Gentiles, all peoples, all nations. The 
righteousness of God comes by faith, such is the promise of Abraham. 

Paul then outlines briefly why Abraham is so important. Although both his and Sarah's 
bodies were as good as dead, as far as bearing children is concerned, Abraham did not waver. 
He believed that God was going to keep His promise and make him the father of many nations. 
Paul notes that because of his unwavering faith in God, “it was credited to him as 
righteousness.” And Abraham is the prototype. To everyone who believes Jesus was raised from 
the dead and puts their faith in him, “it was credited to him as righteousness.” Again, Paul 
underscores it is by faith not by works that we receive the righteousness of God. 

Having referenced Jesus, Paul inserts a powerful comment about the efficacy of Jesus 
offering His life on the cross; He was delivered over to death for our sins and was raised to life 
for our justification. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 



Paul is reinforcing what he has already stated, the righteousness of God comes by faith to 
anyone and everyone who believes in Jesus. A person's ethnic origin, Jew or Gentile, does not 
matter. What matters is  we, as a human being, put our faith in Jesus Christ.  

This is the essence of the gospel, faith in Jesus Christ brings God's righteousness. Faith in 
Jesus Christ brings salvation. Faith in Jesus Christ brings reconciliation with God. Faith in Jesus 
Christ brings forgiveness of sins. Faith in Jesus Christ is all we need to move from being 
spiritually dead to spiritually alive. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

I know I cannot claim anything in my life that would warrant God's gracious favor upon me. 
And I know that I cannot claim any work of faith that would require an obligate God to accept 
me. Only, and I mean only, by the gracious movement of God through Jesus Christ and the call 
of the Holy Spirit to my spirit have I received the righteousness of God. Zero part Bill Gestal.; 
100% the action of Almighty God. 

And for this I am eternally grateful. 
 

What does this passage mean and say to us? 
When I think back over this section with an eye on the ‘we,’ I realize that we in the church 

owe everything to God Father, Son, Holy Spirit. We earned nothing before God. All we have 
received is by grace, God’s gift to us. When I see people in the church creating divisions…  

some who act more spiritual than those who are less spiritual,  
those who are more deserving and those who are less deserving,  
those who are this and those are that  

my heart weeps. Everything we have received is by grace. There is no boasting, there is no 
dissing of others. 

Even when there is a spiritual difference between those who are in God's kingdom and 
those who are not yet in God's kingdom, we who are in are no better than those who are not. 
Our hearts must be open to all people. If they're part of the church our heart should be open 
and our hands willing to embrace them and work with them to share the good news of Jesus 
Christ with the rest of the world. And if the other people are not part of the church our heart 
should be open because we were in that same predicament before the grace of God touched 
our lives. If there is any way, we can be a conduit of God's grace to those outside of Christ we 
should do so with humble and caring hearts. 

 
 

Thursday, April 7: Romans 5:1-11 NIV2011 
5:1 Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God through 

our Lord Jesus Christ, 2 through whom we have gained access by faith into this grace in which we 
now stand. And we boast in the hope of the glory of God. 3 Not only so, but we also glory in our 
sufferings, because we know that suffering produces perseverance; 4 perseverance, character; 
and character, hope. 5 And hope does not put us to shame, because God’s love has been poured 
out into our hearts through the Holy Spirit, who has been given to us.  

6 You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for the ungodly. 
7 Very rarely will anyone die for a righteous person, though for a good person someone might 



possibly dare to die. 8 But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still 
sinners, Christ died for us.  

9 Since we have now been justified by his blood, how much more shall we be saved from 
God’s wrath through him! 10 For if, while we were God’s enemies, we were reconciled to him 
through the death of his Son, how much more, having been reconciled, shall we be saved 
through his life! 11 Not only is this so, but we also boast in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
through whom we have now received reconciliation.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

The opening therefore tells us that Paul is continuing his same discussion. Paul now adds a 
new dimension to our salvation/righteousness. Being justified by faith means we have peace 
with God, and this too comes through our Lord Jesus Christ. Peace with God... we are no longer 
at odds with God. We are no longer expressing enmity towards God or God towards us, instead 
we have peace, harmony, shalom with God. What a gift! 

Paul also explains that it is through Jesus we gained our access by faith into grace. Always at 
the center of salvation stands Jesus. Lest we think that being granted righteousness before God 
means life is all goodies and roses, Paul reminds us that we have the hope of the glory of God. 
And this hope of the glory of God flowers in suffering because suffering produces perseverance 
and perseverance hones our character and character breeds hope. Yes, God's love has been 
poured into our hearts by the Holy Spirit. 

Paul now explains that that Jesus came at just the right time... God’s time. It was God's time 
that Jesus would die for the young and godly. God demonstrated His love for us: While we were 
still sinners, Christ died for us. I am moved by that word demonstrated. Love was not just fancy 
sounding words it was action; it was Jesus walking to the cross, being nailed in our place and 
ultimately saying, “it is finished.” Thank you, Jesus. 

Being justified by the blood of Jesus means we are saved from God's wrath. (Think about 
that for a moment. We don't have to suffer the punishment we deserve because Jesus took 
that punishment upon Himself.) Paul underscores again that God executed His plans while we 
had our backs to God. while we were God’s enemies, we were reconciled to him through the 
death of his Son. There are so many layers to our salvation… we have been clothed with God's 
righteousness, we have been spared God's wrath and we have received God's reconciliation. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

For some reason the words of a song pop into my mind, signed, sealed delivered I'm yours... 
I liken that to what God did for us in Jesus Christ. In Jesus we have become signed,sealed and 
delivered to God as God’s own. Clothed with God's righteousness, freed from the penalty and 
the wrath of God that we deserve, granted peace with God and reconciled to God what a gift. 
This is what Jesus accomplished on the cross and this is what we experience when by faith we 
come to Jesus.  

The church must broadcast this from the mountaintops… it is the gospel we must give away. 
 

What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 



Signed, sealed, delivered I'm yours Jesus. Not because of anything I have done but because 
of what you have done for me. I fall figuratively on the floor before you. I am humbled by your 
grace and your love and your mercy and your demonstration of all of that on the cross. I am 
yours, Jesus, because of what you have done for me. Hallelujah. Amen. 

 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 

We are owned by God. We are God's possession therefore we need to be about God's 
business. It is not me and Jesus… it is me as a part of us and Jesus. It is we and Jesus. I stand 
together with sisters and brothers who live near and far. We are God's people, we have 
received righteousness, peace, forgiveness, hope. 

 
 

Friday, April 8: Romans 5:12-17 NIV2011 
12 Therefore, just as sin entered the world through one man, and death through sin, and in 

this way death came to all people, because all sinned—  
13 To be sure, sin was in the world before the law was given, but sin is not charged against 

anyone’s account where there is no law. 14 Nevertheless, death reigned from the time of Adam 
to the time of Moses, even over those who did not sin by breaking a command, as did Adam, 
who is a pattern of the one to come.  

15 But the gift is not like the trespass. For if the many died by the trespass of the one man, 
how much more did God’s grace and the gift that came by the grace of the one man, Jesus 
Christ, overflow to the many! 16 Nor can the gift of God be compared with the result of one 
man’s sin: The judgment followed one sin and brought condemnation, but the gift followed 
many trespasses and brought justification. 17 For if, by the trespass of the one man, death 
reigned through that one man, how much more will those who receive God’s 
abundanthaprovision of grace and of the gift of righteousness reign in life through the one man, 
Jesus Christ!  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

Paul continues his extensive argument by adding another ‘therefore.’ These cascading 
“therefore” move Paul's argument along. Paul reminds us that sin entered the world through 
one man -Adam's in in the garden. The result of Adam's sin is that death has come to all people 
because all have sinned. (Paul repeats this theme he has previously mentioned.) 

Sin and death have reigned since Adam. Sin and death have reigned even before the law 
was given. Remember all have sinned... 

But God's gift is even greater... where many have died because that initial trespass of Adam 
brought sin into our lives, Jesus bringing His grace that overflows to many.  The grace of Jesus 
covers over the many trespasses and sins committed by human beings and brings justification. 
Where Adam brought death now God's abundant provision of grace and the gift of 
righteousness reigns through (the sacrifice) of one man, Jesus Christ.  

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 



Adam brought sin into the world. Since Adam’s sin and its companion death have reigned 
and affected every human being, all have sinned. Thankfully, the grace of God found in Jesus 
Christ has countered the sin effect. All who receive God's abundant grace and God's gift of 
righteousness through faith in Jesus have triumphed over the sin and depravity that Adam 
unleashed into our world. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

I need to continue to lean into Jesus. Jesus alone is the source of life and abundance and 
grace and righteousness. Jesus alone can counter the unleashed forces of sin and death due to 
the sin of Adam. Jesus alone is God's answer, so I need to lean into Jesus. 

 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 

We all need to acknowledge that sin and death reigns in our world. In addition to that we 
need to recognize that God's antidote for sin is the one man, Jesus Christ. Faith in Jesus Christ 
gains victory over sin and death. Nothing else can do that. 

 
 

Saturday, April 9: Romans 5:15-21 NIV2011  
15 But the gift is not like the trespass. For if the many died by the trespass of the one man, 

how much more did God’s grace and the gift that came by the grace of the one man, Jesus 
Christ, overflow to the many! 16 Nor can the gift of God be compared with the result of one 
man’s sin: The judgment followed one sin and brought condemnation, but the gift followed 
many trespasses and brought justification. 17 For if, by the trespass of the one man, death 
reigned through that one man, how much more will those who receive God’s abundant 
provision of grace and of the gift of righteousness reign in life through the one man, Jesus 
Christ!  

18 Consequently, just as one trespass resulted in condemnation for all people, so also one 
righteous act resulted in justification and life for all people. 19 For just as through the 
disobedience of the one man the many were made sinners, so also through the obedience of the 
one man the many will be made righteous.  

20 The law was brought in so that the trespass might increase. But where sin increased, grace 
increased all the more, 21 so that, just as sin reigned in death, so also grace might reign through 
righteousness to bring eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

This section can be a little cumbersome to follow. Verse 17 captures its central point, The 
judgment followed one sin and brought condemnation, but the gift followed many trespasses 
and brought justification. And justification is later defined as eternal life through Jesus Christ 
our Lord (21 ). 

So, the sin of one-man, Adam, resulted in death whereas the gift of one man, Jesus Christ, 
resulted in righteousness which means eternal life. Such is the beauty and the wonder of the 
sacrifice of Jesus Christ on the cross. 

 



What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

The grace of Jesus Christ cancels or overrides the sin problem created by Adam and passed 
on to every human being. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

As a child of Adam every aspect of my life is stained by sin. I was doomed to perdition by my 
own sin and sinfulness. But Jesus came and offered grace; having accepted His grace my sin 
problem was defeated by Jesus’ grace and offering on the cross. Thanks be to God! 

 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 

What is true for me can be true for all. The one man, Jesus’ action of grace was so great that 
it extends to the many. Anyone who calls Jesus Lord finds grace and righteousness and eternal 
life in Jesus Christ. 

 
 

Sunday, April 10, 2022 – Palm Sunday Worship  
 
 

If any of my thoughts or the Bible readings spark questions send an email reply and I will do my 
best to answer all questions from people on the list… I will answer personal questions privately; 
general questions will be answered in a subsequent email installment.  
 
If you are reading along with me from the Living Hope website you can send questions or request 
being placed on the weekly email list by emailing Lisa at office@LivingHopeCT.org.   

 
 

Click here for an audio link to my sermons, https://livinghopect.org/resources/audio-sermons. 
Sermons are generally posted within 2 days. We also livestream our full services which are up on our 
YouTube channel, https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgKURRsbX92qqIFgDF1iRWA 

 
 

https://livinghopect.org/resources/audio-sermons
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgKURRsbX92qqIFgDF1iRWA

