
The Weekly Word 
March 28- April 3, 2022 

 
Hello Bible readers.  This week we will be reading Paul’s lettter to the Romans 2-3. I hope 

you are blessed as you join me. Happy reading… 
Grace and Peace, Bill  

 
To hear the Bible read click this link… http://www.biblegateway.com/resources/audio/. 

 
Monday, March 28: Romans 2:1-11 NIV2011 

2:1 You, therefore, have no excuse, you who pass judgment on someone else, for at whatever 
point you judge another, you are condemning yourself, because you who pass judgment do the 
same things. 2 Now we know that God’s judgment against those who do such things is based on 
truth. 3 So when you, a mere human being, pass judgment on them and yet do the same things, 
do you think you will escape God’s judgment? 4 Or do you show contempt for the riches of his 
kindness, forbearance and patience, not realizing that God’s kindness is intended to lead you to 
repentance?  

5 But because of your stubbornness and your unrepentant heart, you are storing up wrath 
against yourself for the day of God’s wrath, when his righteous judgment will be revealed. 6 God 
“will repay each person according to what they have done.” u 7 To those who by persistence in 
doing good seek glory, honor and immortality, he will give eternal life. 8 But for those who are 
self-seeking and who reject the truth and follow evil, there will be wrath and anger. 9 There will 
be trouble and distress for every human being who does evil: first for the Jew, then for the 
Gentile; 10 but glory, honor and peace for everyone who does good: first for the Jew, then for the 
Gentile. 11 For God does not show favoritism.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

No excuse... Paul reiterates a theme from the previous section. In this case he applies it to 
people who judge others when they do the same thing as the other people. (And we all really 
do this because none of us are perfect or righteous.) When we judge others, we show contempt 
for God's kindness and his forbearance which is intended to lead people to repentance. 

In the second paragraph Paul begins to paint the difference between people who seek 
good, and God's glory and honor as opposed to people who seek their own glory and honor. 
God will repay each person according to what they have done. This is Paul's language to remind 
us that how we live matters. It is not a statement about earning our salvation but rather it 
underscores how we live matters. Those who seek after God will be rewarded by the Lord. 
Whereas those who seek their own god, who do evil, will be granted God's wrath. In both cases 
Paul says, “first for the Jew and then the Gentile”. This last statement is not a statement of 
importance, but a statement of timing. Jews will be judged first then Gentiles. Jews who do 
wrong will be given the wrath of God first and then Gentiles who do wrong. Jews who seek 
after God will be rewarded first and then Gentiles who seek after God will be rewarded. Why 
does God work it this way? Because, God does not show favoritism,God judges righteously. 

 



What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

For the church this is a reminder that we cannot take faith for granted. We either are 
working at developing our faith, seeking God's glory and honor and pressing into the Lord or we 
are not. And if we are not then we are not really believers. So, for the church and for the world 
we have to be honest with ourselves and ask the question, “am I seeking after God”? This 
question will determine whether we receive wrath or grace. It doesn't matter to God if we are 
Gentile or Jew because God does not show favoritism. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

Am I pressing into God? Am I making my faith, my following of Jesus, a high priority in my 
life? Is Jesus really the center of my life and the one in whom I find my bearings?  The Spirit is 
saying to me, “examine yourself, Bill.” 

 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 

We cannot take grace for granted; Lord God will judge according to what we have done 
(how we have lived). Are we seeking God? Are we seeking His honor and glory? 

Secondly, God will not bless the lives of those who judge others. 
 
 

Tuesday, March 29: Romans 2:12-16 NIV2011 
12 All who sin apart from the law will also perish apart from the law, and all who sin under 

the law will be judged by the law. 13 For it is not those who hear the law who are righteous in 
God’s sight, but it is those who obey the law who will be declared righteous. 14 (Indeed, when 
Gentiles, who do not have the law, do by nature things required by the law, they are a law for 
themselves, even though they do not have the law. 15 They show that the requirements of the 
law are written on their hearts, their consciences also bearing witness, and their thoughts 
sometimes accusing them and at other times even defending them.) 16 This will take place on the 
day when God judges people’s secrets through Jesus Christ, as my gospel declares.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

Sin will be punished. Those who sin apart from the law will perish apart from the law. Those 
who sin under the law will be judged by the law. Sin will be judged and punished. And all this 
will happen when God judges the secret, hidden aspects of every human being through Jesus 
Christ. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

Sin will be punished. Everyone's sin will be punished. Such is the message of this section of 
Romans. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 



What a gift God has given me (us) that in Jesus Christ. We can be forgiven. Yes, sin will be 
punished but faith in Jesus and confession of our sin to Jesus washes us clean of our sin so that 
we don't have to face a punishment we deserve because of our sins. 

Sin will be punished, either Jesus will carry our sin because we transfer it to Him through 
faith in Jesus or we will bear our sin. Either way sin will be punished. 

This reality is causing me to reflect afresh on the many gifts, one of which is forgiveness that 
comes through faith in Jesus Christ. Thank you, Jesus, for forgiving my sins and washing me 
clean. Amen. 

 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 

Sin will be punished. One of the messages we have for the world is that sin will be punished. 
The only way out from underneath sin is faith in Jesus Christ. This is the message that we the 
church get to present to the world. May we do it with grace and  boldness. 

 
 

Wednesday, March 30: Romans 2:17-29 NIV2011 
17 Now you, if you call yourself a Jew; if you rely on the law and boast in God; 18 if you know 

his will and approve of what is superior because you are instructed by the law; 19 if you are 
convinced that you are a guide for the blind, a light for those who are in the dark, 20 an 
instructor of the foolish, a teacher of little children, because you have in the law the 
embodiment of knowledge and truth—21 you, then, who teach others, do you not teach 
yourself? You who preach against stealing, do you steal? 22 You who say that people should not 
commit adultery, do you commit adultery? You who abhor idols, do you rob temples? 23 You who 
boast in the law, do you dishonor God by breaking the law? 24 As it is written: “God’s name is 
blasphemed among the Gentiles because of you.” o  

25 Circumcision has value if you observe the law, but if you break the law, you have become 
as though you had not been circumcised. 26 So then, if those who are not circumcised keep the 
law’s requirements, will they not be regarded as though they were circumcised? 27 The one who 
is not circumcised physically and yet obeys the law will condemn you who, even though you 
have the written code and circumcision, are a lawbreaker.  

28 A person is not a Jew who is one only outwardly, nor is circumcision merely outward and 
physical. 29 No, a person is a Jew who is one inwardly; and circumcision is circumcision of the 
heart, by the Spirit, not by the written code. Such a person’s praise is not from other people, but 
from God.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

Paul declared that God shows no favoritism (11). So now he speaks strong words to Jews. 
Simply being physically circumcised does not make a person a Jew. Jews must be careful that 
they do not fall into hypocrisy, condemning people who do certain things but then doing those 
things themselves. Circumcision, Paul writes in verse 25, only has value if you observe the law, 
but if you break the law, you have become as though you had not been circumcised. This is a 
strong statement because no one perfectly fulfills the law. Therefore no one is saved by 
physical circumcision.  



True circumcision Is circumcision of the heart, by the spirit, not by the written code. Such a 
person's praises not from other people, but from God. True circumcision is a gift of God not a 
human action lest a person might boast. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

As Paul has taken on Gentiles so now, he reminds Jews that they cannot earn our way into 
God's good graces. No human action, not even circumcision, guarantees one’s stance before 
God. Only the work of God's Holy Spirit in the inner life of a person sees a person into good 
standing with God. This, we will find out later in Romans, comes only by faith in Jesus Christ. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

Am I relying on the grace of God through Jesus Christ or my good actions for salvation? If it 
is the latter, I am in a desperate place because no human action can merit favor from God. Only 
by trusting in Jesus can I come into God's good graces. 

 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 

We, no one, can pretend our way into God's Kingdom. God sees through to the heart and 
the heart must be circumcised and this can only be done by God, the Holy Spirit. We will learn 
that God, the Spirit, does this when we put our faith in Jesus Christ. Paul was absolutely correct, 
we are all without excuse, Jew and Gentile alike. 

 
 

Thursday, March 31: Romans 3:1-8 NIV2011 
3:1 What advantage, then, is there in being a Jew, or what value is there in circumcision? 

2 Much in every way! First of all, the Jews have been entrusted with the very words of God.  
3 What if some were unfaithful? Will their unfaithfulness nullify God’s faithfulness? 4 Not at 

all! Let God be true, and every human being a liar. As it is written:  
“So that you may be proved right when you speak  

and prevail when you judge.” g  
5 But if our unrighteousness brings out God’s righteousness more clearly, what shall we say? 

That God is unjust in bringing his wrath on us? (I am using a human argument.) 6 Certainly not! 
If that were so, how could God judge the world? 7 Someone might argue, “If my falsehood 
enhances God’s truthfulness and so increases his glory, why am I still condemned as a sinner?” 
8 Why not say—as some slanderously claim that we say—“Let us do evil that good may result”? 
Their condemnation is just!  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

After finishing his argument that all people are without excuse and that both Gentiles and 
Jews will be judged according to how they live, Paul now poses the question that would be on 
every Jewish person's mind. What advantage, then, is there in being a Jew, or what value is 
there in circumcision? 

His answer, there is great advantage to being a Jew. First Jews have been entrusted with the 
very word of God. What a powerful statement this is. Jews have at the central core of their faith 



God's written declaration over the centuries to them. They have God's Word. Whether they 
listen to God's Word or not is a separate issue. The fact is the Jewish faith has been keepers of 
God's Word since Moses first wrote the Pentateuch. 

Yes, some Jews have been unfaithful but that doesn't diminish in any way God's 
faithfulness. We must always remember that God remains true, it is we humans who are liars 
and pervert the truth. 

Paul argues that God is not unjust because he brought His Word and His gospel to the 
Gentiles, thanks in part to the faithlessness of the Jews. God is not unjust for bringing His wrath 
against Jews who do not accept the truth of Jesus. To think God is unjust is to seal one’s 
condemnation. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

Jews should be honored because they preserved and kept God's Old Testament Word. Jews 
should be thanked because they maintained with integrity God's Old Testament word. Still 
salvation boils down to fidelity to God's Word and the gospel of Jesus. Where Jews fall short, 
they will be condemned. Where Gentiles fall short, they will be condemned. God is true; it is 
human beings who lie. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

“Treasure my word”, says the Lord.  
I was listening to the Bible on my phone as I waited for my physical therapy today. At one 

point I had an imaginary conversation. I imagined the PT asking me, “so what are you listening 
to?” I said, “Oh, I'm listening to the gospel of John.” She responded, “You're a pastor right? 
Haven't you read it before?” “Yes. I have. I try to read the Bible through every year. It breathes 
life into my inner being....” 

I never did have this conversation because the PT never asked me  what I was listening to. 
What's important, however, is that I truly treasure God's Word… reading, praying, and mostly 
living into the truth of God's Word. 

 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 

This passage reminds us about the power and foundational importance of God's Word. It 
also speaks to the way God deals with humans. Yes, absolutely Jews we're given a favorable 
position when God called them to be His people. He then entrusted to them His very words, 
what we know as the Old Testament. But Jews cannot presume upon favorable status alone to 
bring them into life’ssaving knowledge. They must live into the Word God has given them, just 
like non-Jews have to live into the Word God has given.  

Although it doesn't speak of this here, ultimately and solely it is faith in Jesus Christ not 
whether we were circumcised or uncircumcised that is the doorway to eternal life and an 
ongoing living relationship with God -Father, Son, Holy Spirit. 

 
 

Friday, April 1: Romans 3:9-19 NIV2011 



9 What shall we conclude then? Do we have any advantage? Not at all! For we have already 
made the charge that Jews and Gentiles alike are all under the power of sin. 10 As it is written:  

“There is no one righteous, not even one;  
11 there is no one who understands;  

there is no one who seeks God.  
12 All have turned away,  

they have together become worthless;  
there is no one who does good,  

not even one.” p  
13 “Their throats are open graves;  

their tongues practice deceit.” q  
“The poison of vipers is on their lips.” r  
14 “Their mouths are full of cursing and bitterness.” s  
15 “Their feet are swift to shed blood;  
16 ruin and misery mark their ways,  
17 and the way of peace they do not know.” t  
18 “There is no fear of God before their eyes.” u  

19 Now we know that whatever the law says, it says to those who are under the law, so that 
every mouth may be silenced and the whole world held accountable to God. 20 Therefore no one 
will be declared righteous in God’s sight by the works of the law; rather, through the law we 
become conscious of our sin.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

Paul brings his bad news to a well-argued conclusion, Therefore no one will be declared 
righteous in God’s sight by the works of the law; rather, through the law we become conscious 
of our sin. Because no one is able to fulfill the law, the law’s purpose is not to declare a person 
righteous rather it is to reveal to every person how sinful we are. 

Paul begins by asking the Jews what advantage they have, meaning what advantage in 
salvation do they have. He concludes they have no advantage at all because both Jew and 
Gentile alike are under the power of sin. In verses 10-18 Paul rattles off a series of Old 
Testament quotes that back up his point. For example: 

 There is no one righteous not even one.  

 All have turned away… 

 there is no one who does good not even one...  

 There is no fear of God before their eyes. 
The laws job is to silence people and hold them accountable to God. Therefore no one will 

be declared righteous in God’s sight by the works of the law; rather, through the law we become 
conscious of our sin. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 



Paul brings chapters 1-2 and the opening of 3 to its frightful conclusion, not one of us can 
claim to be righteous before God. Every person, Jew and Gentile alike, are under the power of 
sin and are spiritually lost. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

I really want to be able to justify myself. “I'm not as bad as…fill in the blank.”  
Paul has laid out in amazing detail and now seals it with an unpickable lock; I and everyone 

else are in trouble. I am no better than anyone. Any “gradation” of sinfulness makes no 
difference. I deserve the wrath of God that Paul said was coming earlier in his argument. I am 
sinful, end of discussion. 

 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 

A similar statement is true for the ‘we’ among us. We have all sinned. There is not one of us 
who is righteous. The playing field for humanity is level, however, our level is sin-filled and 
deserving of God's wrath. We are all in deep trouble before the Lord. 

 
 

Saturday, April 2: Romans 3:20-31 NIV2011  
21 But now apart from the law the righteousness of God has been made known, to which the 

Law and the Prophets testify. 22 This righteousness is given through faith in Jesus Christ to all 
who believe. There is no difference between Jew and Gentile, 23 for all have sinned and fall short 
of the glory of God, 24 and all are justified freely by his grace through the redemption that came 
by Christ Jesus. 25 God presented Christ as a sacrifice of atonement, m through the shedding of 
his blood—to be received by faith. He did this to demonstrate his righteousness, because in his 
forbearance he had left the sins committed beforehand unpunished—26 he did it to demonstrate 
his righteousness at the present time, so as to be just and the one who justifies those who have 
faith in Jesus.  

27 Where, then, is boasting? It is excluded. Because of what law? The law that requires 
works? No, because of the law that requires faith. 28 For we maintain that a person is justified by 
faith apart from the works of the law. 29 Or is God the God of Jews only? Is he not the God of 
Gentiles too? Yes, of Gentiles too, 30 since there is only one God, who will justify the circumcised 
by faith and the uncircumcised through that same faith. 31 Do we, then, nullify the law by this 
faith? Not at all! Rather, we uphold the law.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

After explaining the bad news, verse 21 begins explaining the good news of faith in Jesus.  
Characteristically it begins with the three-letter word ‘but’. But now apart from the law the 

righteousness of God has been made known… the law was ineffective in saving people because 
no one could abide by the law perfectly. So, God unveiled a righteousness that is apart from the 
law... This righteousness is given through Jesus Christ. It doesn't matter if a person was a Jew or 
a Gentile, they have the same access to this righteousness as long as they put their faith in 
Jesus Christ.  

Verse 23 sums up everything Paul taught to this point, for all have sinned and fall short of 
the glory of God. There you have it in a single sentence. We are all in trouble because we have 



all sinned, none of us have fulfilled the law, therefore we are in trouble. But to all of us who are 
in trouble God has given a new way to righteousness, faith in Jesus Christ... through faith in 
Jesus Christ all are justified freely by His grace... 

Jesus Christ’s sacrifice on the cross, His shedding of His blood becomes the sacrifice for our 
atonement if we will receive it by faith. This is a demonstration of God's forbearance that He 
did not destroy us because of what our sins deserved. Through the cross God has demonstrated 
His righteousness. In doing so God shows Himself to be just (Jesus paid the penalty for sin) and 
He is the one who justifies (God's plan was for Jesus and Jesus executed it perfectly). All of this 
is for everyone who has faith in Jesus 

Now can there be boasting for those of us who have faith? There can be no boasting, not 
one of us have not earned righteousness by keeping the law, instead a person is justified by 
faith apart from the works of the law because God is the God of both Jews and Gentiles. Since 
there is only one God there is only one way to God. Does this faith nullify the law? Not at all, it 
upholds the law; again God is just (He fulfilled the requirements of the law) and the one who 
justifies... grace, grace, grace.  

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

This passage teaches us there is one way of salvation through faith in Jesus Christ. This one 
way of salvation is open to Jew and Gentile, male and female, slave and free, North American 
South American, African, Asian, Australian, you name it. All people have access to the one 
means of salvation, faith in Jesus Christ. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

I am not special. I am not good. I have simply received the gift of salvation by putting my 
faith in Jesus Christ the Lord. I cannot boast. I cannot think of myself as better than anyone else. 
I simply receive the goodness of God and bless Him for it and share that goodness with as many 
people as I can. 

 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 

For Christ followers  are not special. We are not better than anyone else.  We simply have 
received the gift of salvation by putting our faith in Jesus Christ the Lord. We cannot boast, for 
we have simply received God's grace and goodness. With the humility born out of recognizing 
we are no better than anyone else we share the goodness of God with others. 

 
 

Sunday, April 3, 2022 - Sunday Worship  
 
 

If any of my thoughts or the Bible readings spark questions send an email reply and I will do my 
best to answer all questions from people on the list… I will answer personal questions privately; 
general questions will be answered in a subsequent email installment.  
 



If you are reading along with me from the Living Hope website you can send questions or request 
being placed on the weekly email list by emailing Lisa at office@LivingHopeCT.org.   

 
 

Click here for an audio link to my sermons, https://livinghopect.org/resources/audio-sermons. 
Sermons are generally posted within 2 days. We also livestream our full services which are up on our 
YouTube channel, https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgKURRsbX92qqIFgDF1iRWA 

 
 

https://livinghopect.org/resources/audio-sermons
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgKURRsbX92qqIFgDF1iRWA

