
The Weekly Word 
March 14-20, 2022 

 
Hello Bible readers. This week we return to the NT. We will be reading Paul’s lettter to the 

Colossians. I hope you are blessed as you join me. Happy reading… 
Grace and Peace, Bill  

 
To hear the Bible read click this link… http://www.biblegateway.com/resources/audio/. 

 
Monday, March 14: Colossians 1:1-14 NIV2011 

1 Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and Timothy our brother,  
2 To God’s holy people in Colossae, the faithful brothers and sisters in Christ:  
Grace and peace to you from God our Father. e  
3 We always thank God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, when we pray for you, 4 because 

we have heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and of the love you have for all God’s people—5 the 
faith and love that spring from the hope stored up for you in heaven and about which you have 
already heard in the true message of the gospel 6 that has come to you. In the same way, the 
gospel is bearing fruit and growing throughout the whole world—just as it has been doing 
among you since the day you heard it and truly understood God’s grace. 7 You learned it from 
Epaphras, our dear fellow servant, who is a faithful minister of Christ on our behalf, 8 and who 
also told us of your love in the Spirit.  

9 For this reason, since the day we heard about you, we have not stopped praying for you. 
We continually ask God to fill you with the knowledge of his will through all the wisdom and 
understanding that the Spirit gives, t 10 so that you may live a life worthy of the Lord and please 
him in every way: bearing fruit in every good work, growing in the knowledge of God, 11 being 
strengthened with all power according to his glorious might so that you may have great 
endurance and patience, 12 and giving joyful thanks to the Father, who has qualified you to 
share in the inheritance of his holy people in the kingdom of light. 13 For he has rescued us from 
the dominion of darkness and brought us into the kingdom of the Son he loves, 14 in whom we 
have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

Paul's letter to the Colossians opens in the standard ancient letter form. Verses one and two 
are akin to the envelope we use in modern days. It includes the sender and the recipient of the 
letter. (With Paul's letters it is important to pay attention to how Paul crafts these two 
elements as they often signal the kind of content in his letter.) 

In verse one Paul begins by asserting his apostleship and underscores his apostleship stating 
he is an apostle by the will of God. In verse 2 he refers to the people in Colossae as holy people 
or saints and faithful brothers and sisters in Christ. Verse two concludes with a fairly standard 
blessing, grace and peace to you from God our father. 

Generally, in ancient letters there would be some polite and encouraging statement next. 
For Paul a prayer often fills this spot, which is what Paul does in verses 3 through 14. 

Paul's prayers for the Colossians are steeped in thankfulness due to the fact that he has 
heard about their faith in Jesus and their love for God's people. Paul understands that their 



faith and love comes from God and is part and parcel of the truth of the Gospel. Paul also notes 
in his prayer that the Gospel is bearing fruit throughout the world. Paul then blesses Epaphras, 
his fellow servant in the Lord, who brought the good news of the Gospel to the Colossians. 

Verses 9 through 12 Paul prays an incredible prayer for the Colossians. As I listen and absorb 
this prayer it is one that should be prayed in earnestness for every church and Christ-follower. It 
describes the true prosperity we as Christians have in the Gospel. Paul prays that God would fill 
them with knowledge and wisdom through the Spirit. This knowledge and wisdom are so that 
they may live a life worthy of the Lord and please the Lord in all ways. Another result of this 
prayer for knowledge and wisdom is that their lives would bear fruit as they grow in knowledge 
of God. Paul goes on to pray that they would be strengthened with power, but this power is so 
that they may have great endurance and patience which results in joyful thanks to the Father, 
who has blessed them and invited them to share in the inheritance with all God’s  people.  

What an incredible prayer; What a picture of deep and abiding faith it presents. A picture, I 
might add, that is quite different than the earthly prosperity most of us seek in prayer. 

Finally in verse 13-14 Paul powerfully paints an incredible picture of salvation. It is the 
picture of rescue. Paul writes, for he (God) has rescued us from the dominion of darkness and 
brought us into the Kingdom of the Son he loves, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness 
of sins. This sentence is pregnant with meaning; I simply leave it with readers to ponder its 
depths. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

This prayer of Paul is chock full of teachings. 
Our prosperity is not in the things we accomplish but in knowing God, growing in wisdom 

and bearing fruit for His Kingdom. One element of that fruit is that we have endurance and 
patience to continue living for Christ no matter what comes against us. The way of Jesus will 
not necessarily be easy, but as we press into the Lord and learn about Him, He will fill us with 
the strength to finish the race God has called us to live. 

Then in verses 13 and 14 Paul paints an incredible picture of our salvation. First, Paul notes 
that God has rescued us from the stronghold of the enemy. Even more God has transported us. 
(think Star Trek transporter where the captain or crew gets beamed from one place to another). 
In Christ, when we were saved, we were moved out of the dominion of darkness, out of the 
realm of the evil one and into the Kingdom of Jesus. In this new Kingdom we live by different 
laws. In this Kingdom we follow a different Lord. Every element of the fabric of this new 
Kingdom is at odds with the old Kingdom. We are blessed now to be in God's Kingdom and no 
longer under the thumb of the evil one.  

What an incredible picture verse 13 and 14 give us. 
 

What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 
I am saved from the clutches of the evil one and now planted firmly in God's family, God's 

kingdom. I serve a new Lord and the old lord, Satan, has no power over me. In this new 
kingdom my highest goal is to know Christ, so I bear fruit for His name. This fruit may come 
because I labor to strengthen His church and spread His gospel or this fruit may come because I 



have godly endurance to bear whatever the world or the enemy throws my way. And as I stand 
firm for Christ, I will be a beacon for the Kingdom of God. 

 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 

For all of us, we are under new management and we, as the church, are to labor and bear 
fruit for God's kingdom. The world should see in the church a different way to live, a way to live 
that instills dignity and humanity a way to live that reflects the image of God in human beings 
and the message of the Gospel which offers salvation to anyone who would believe in Jesus. 
We, the church, must not settle for living like people have for the  millennia. Rather we, the 
church, should reflect the values of the Kingdom of Jesus. 

 
 

Tuesday, March 15: Colossians 1:15-23 NIV2011 
15 The Son is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. 16 For in him all 

things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or 
powers or rulers or authorities; all things have been created through him and for him. 17 He is 
before all things, and in him all things hold together. 18 And he is the head of the body, the 
church; he is the beginning and the firstborn from among the dead, . 19 For God was pleased to 
have all his fullness dwell in him, 20 and through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether 
things on earth or things in heaven, by making peace through his blood, shed on the cross.  

21 Once you were alienated from God and were enemies in your minds because of your evil 
behavior. 22 But now he has reconciled you by Christ’s physical body through death to present 
you holy in his sight, without blemish and free from accusation—23 if you continue in your faith, 
established and firm, and do not move from the hope held out in the gospel. This is the gospel 
that you heard and that has been proclaimed to every creature under heaven, and of which I, 
Paul, have become a servant.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

Paul now pens one of the richest descriptions of Jesus in the New Testament. Paul describes 
the unique and preeminent position Jesus holds in the cosmos. Jesus is the image of God. 
(What an incredibly profound statement. In the Old Testament images for God were forbidden 
yet now in Jesus, God has granted us His image. This statement alone points to the supremacy 
of Jesus.) From here the statement builds. In Christ all things were created; Paul emphasizes 
this to the max with his cascading description. things in heaven and on earth, visible and 
invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all things have been created 
through him and for him. (Don't miss those final five words, creation was made through him 
and for him.) 

Jesus is not of the created order because He is before all things and He holds all things 
together. Then Paul makes clear Jesus is head of the church… so that in everything he might 
have the supremacy. The fullness of God lives in and through Jesus and through Jesus God 
reconciles all things to Himself by making peace through his blood, shed on the cross. 

After painting the supreme position of Jesus, Paul describes the salvation we find in Jesus. 
Our evil nature and actions caused us to be enemies of God and therefore alienated from God, 
but God has now reconciled us to Himself through the physical gift of Jesus on the cross. 



Because of the cross we can be presented to God as holy in God's sight, without blemish and 
free from accusation. Paul underscores that this is not a gift offered indiscriminately to any and 
all, rather this gift comes through faith in Jesus, and that faith must continue. Paul closes with a 
personal word, This is the gospel that you heard and that has been proclaimed to every creature 
under heaven, and of which I, Paul, have become a servant. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

These paragraphs outline the supremacy and uniqueness of Jesus Christ, fully God and the 
One who provided for our atonement. To be coupled with Jesus through faith is to receive 
forgiveness and salvation. This is the Gospel Paul preached. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

As I consider this reading my mind explodes with the description of Jesus provided. I am 
deeply humbled that Jesus, the son of God and the fullness of God, invites me to faith that I 
might receive the benefits of the cross... Being reconciled to God, being viewed by God now as 
one without blemish and free from accusation. 

These two paragraphs deepen and explain the wonder of verses 13 and 14, For he has 
rescued us from the dominion of darkness and brought us into the kingdom of the Son he loves, 
in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.  

 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 

One of the “us” components of this passage seems to be that we must always declare the 
supremacy of Jesus Christ. This seems almost too simple but the church must never lose sight of 
its head, Jesus Christ. We have been created through Him and for Him. We can never overstate 
the importance of Jesus and our absolute allegiance to Him who died on the cross. Jesus is the 
central and most important figure of the church, and we must never lose sight of this. 

All the benefits we receive by being a child of God and saved by Jesus rest on our continued 
faith in Jesus. Our faith can never be in anything but Jesus, not our abilities, not the church, 
nothing but Jesus is worthy our absolute devotion and faith. 

 
 

Wednesday, March 16: Colossians 1:24-2:5 NIV2011 
24 Now I rejoice in what I am suffering for you, and I fill up in my flesh what is still lacking in 

regard to Christ’s afflictions, for the sake of his body, which is the church. 25 I have become its 
servant by the commission God gave me to present to you the word of God in its fullness—26 the 
mystery that has been kept hidden for ages and generations, but is now disclosed to the Lord’s 
people. 27 To them God has chosen to make known among the Gentiles the glorious riches of this 
mystery, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory.  

28 He is the one we proclaim, admonishing and teaching everyone with all wisdom, so that 
we may present everyone fully mature in Christ. 29 To this end I strenuously contend with all the 
energy Christ so powerfully works in me.  

2:1 I want you to know how hard I am contending for you and for those at Laodicea, and for 
all who have not met me personally. 2 My goal is that they may be encouraged in heart and 



united in love, so that they may have the full riches of complete understanding, in order that 
they may know the mystery of God, namely, Christ, 3 in whom are hidden all the treasures of 
wisdom and knowledge. 4 I tell you this so that no one may deceive you by fine-sounding 
arguments. 5 For though I am absent from you in body, I am present with you in spirit and 
delight to see how disciplined you are and how firm your faith in Christ is.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

Paul explains that he has been suffering for and contending for God and church, specifically 
the church in Colossae and Laodicea. Commissioned by God, Paul's call is to present the Word 
of God in all its fullness. God has hidden His will for generations but now God's will is being 
disclosed through the Lord's people. What is being disclosed is simply this, Christ in you, the 
hope of glory. 

Jesus Christ is the one who is proclaimed with the goal that through Paul’s encouragement 
and teaching everyone will become fully mature in Christ. To this goal that Paul gives all his 
energy, and Jesus Christ is working powerfully through Paul’s ministry. (Note all the glory goes 
to Christ Jesus.) 

Paul wants the Colossians and Laodicea to realize that even though they have not met, Paul 
is contending for their faith. His goal is that they will be encouraged and united in love so that 
they will know Christ, in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. (Again, 
note how everything is found in Christ.) Paul's concern in writing this letter is that they are not 
deceived by the words and arguments of others who are not in Christ. 

Paul concludes this section with an interesting comment. Though he is not physically with 
them, he is spiritually with them and he is delighted to see how firm their faith in Christ Jesus, 
the Lord, is. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

One of my takeaways from this passage is the all-sufficiency of Christ. Jesus Christ, His death 
and resurrection is the great mystery of God. The mystery of God that is now being proclaimed 
by the people of God throughout the world.  

Jesus Christ is everything and all we need. This comment grows out of the great statement 
about Christ Paul penned immediately before this section… Jesus is everything we need. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

The Spirit is reminding me that as I press into Jesus, I press in to the heartbeat of God. There 
is nothing more important spiritually in this world than knowing Christ in fullness. Jesus is all I 
need. Jesus is all I will ever need. Jesus is all anyone ever needs. 

 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 

Again, I think the word to us, the church and people of God, is to keep Jesus Christ centrally 
focused and to proclaim Jesus Christ to the world. It is not the rules we as humans put together 
to organize our church that are of ultimate importance, it is Christ Himself who is of ultimate 
importance. We must never lose sight of this. In fact, everyone who believes in Christ is united 
together because Christ alone is our center and our focus. 



It seems that we in the church need to live out our unity in Christ more fervently. 
 
 

Thursday, March 17: Colossians 2:6-15 NIV2011 
6 So then, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to live your lives in him, 7 rooted 

and built up in him, strengthened in the faith as you were taught, and overflowing with 
thankfulness.  

8 See to it that no one takes you captive through hollow and deceptive philosophy, which 
depends on human tradition and the elemental spiritual forces of this world rather than on 
Christ.  

9 For in Christ all the fullness of the Deity lives in bodily form, 10 and in Christ you have been 
brought to fullness. He is the head over every power and authority. 11 In him you were also 
circumcised with a circumcision not performed by human hands. Your whole self ruled by the 
flesh s was put off when you were circumcised by Christ, 12 having been buried with him in 
baptism, in which you were also raised with him through your faith in the working of God, who 
raised him from the dead.  

13 When you were dead in your sins and in the uncircumcision of your flesh, God made you 
alive with Christ. He forgave us all our sins, 14 having canceled the charge of our legal 
indebtedness, which stood against us and condemned us; he has taken it away, nailing it to the 
cross. 15 And having disarmed the powers and authorities, he made a public spectacle of them, 
triumphing over them by the cross.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

A subtitle of Colossians could be all is of Christ. Multiple times Paul affirms that Jesus Christ 
is the source, the center and the foundation of the church. Nothing trumps pressing into Christ. 
Nothing! 

Paul pleads with the Colossians since they have received Christ, they must continue to live 
out their lives in him. They must find themselves rooted in Christ and built up by Christ. Christ is 
our all-in-all.  

Building on this, Paul reminds them that they must guard their mind and thus guard their 
heart and not be taken captive by hollow and deceptive philosophies, which depend on human 
tradition and the elemental forces of this world. They must depend on Christ; He is everything 
we need and all His wisdom is in Him. Becoming captive to anything other than Christ is a step 
down from the essential and true faith. 

Paul's mind then explodes with a vision of Jesus (not unlike his paragraph in chapter 1:15). 
In Christ all the fullness of the deity lives in bodily form (in effect Paul says why would you rely 
on anything other than Christ who is fully God). And now being in Christ we have been brought 
into God's fullness (why would you empty God's fullness by grabbing hold of mere human 
traditions). Jesus is the power and authority! When we entered into Christ a spiritual 
circumcision took place in our lives. The foreskin of the old way was cut off and we were set 
free to live as Christ would have us live. In our baptism we were raised with Christ. Again, why 
let go of any of that to follow some human tradition or some supposed spiritual teaching that is 
other than Christ?  



Paul now paints an incredible description of the saved life (I hear reflections of Ephesians 
2:10 which was likely written about the same time). We were all dead in our sins, but we have 
been made alive with Christ. Jesus forgave all our sins, and He cancelled the code of our legal 
indebtedness. (It is if the hand of God stamps every soul who comes by faith into Christ with 
the words, “paid in full”. We are released from our willful sin filled indebtedness to God 
because of the payment God made in Christ for us.) God did this when He nailed Jesus to the 
cross. And now a most astounding statement, verse 15 having disarmed the powers and 
authorities, he made a public spectacle of them, triumphing over them by the cross. Not only 
does the cross purchase our forgiveness and usher us into the kingdom of God’s Son Jesus, but 
the cross also disarmed and dethroned all of the spiritual powers in this world, more than that 
the cross made a spectacle of them. The cross represents God’s total victory. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

There is so much in this passage. In many ways it boils down to the fact that in Christ we 
have everything and to depend on anything beyond Jesus is a mistake of enormous 
proportions. Christ who is fully God in bodily form brings everyone who is in Him into fullness. 
And those who have been brought into fullness have been brought there not by their own 
accord but by the work of Christ. When we were dead in our sins… God made us alive in Christ. 
On the cross God cancelled any legal right the devil had to us; He freed us from what our sins 
deserved, and He disarmed the enemy’s spiritual power over us. Hallelujah. 

When will we in the church begin to live into the position we have in Christ? A position we 
have not for our own sake but for the sake of advancing the name of Jesus Christ around the 
world. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

I hear the Spirit saying to me, “Bill, understand what God has done for you and live  it. Stop 
worrying about the wisdom of the world and press into Christ so that His fullness may be 
manifest in you.”  

 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 

It is all about Jesus Christ. These words aren't just to individuals they are in fact to the 
collective body of Christ. When are we, the church, going to realize that we have everything we 
need to live for Jesus. And the everything we need is Jesus Himself; He's done all the work. We 
don't need anything else. If we, as His body, would gain a sense what we have in Christ, our 
witness to the world would skyrocket. 

 
 

Friday, March 18: Colossians 2:16-23 NIV2011 
16 Therefore do not let anyone judge you by what you eat or drink, or with regard to a 

religious festival, a New Moon celebration or a Sabbath day. 17 These are a shadow of the things 
that were to come; the reality, however, is found in Christ. 18 Do not let anyone who delights in 
false humility and the worship of angels disqualify you. Such a person also goes into great detail 
about what they have seen; they are puffed up with idle notions by their unspiritual mind. 



19 They have lost connection with the head, from whom the whole body, supported and held 
together by its ligaments and sinews, grows as God causes it to grow.  

20 Since you died with Christ to the elemental spiritual forces of this world, why, as though 
you still belonged to the world, do you submit to its rules: 21 “Do not handle! Do not taste! Do 
not touch!”? 22 These rules, which have to do with things that are all destined to perish with use, 
are based on merely human commands and teachings. 23 Such regulations indeed have an 
appearance of wisdom, with their self-imposed worship, their false humility and their harsh 
treatment of the body, but they lack any value in restraining sensual indulgence.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

Having given the theological rationale, we have everything in Christ and do not need 
anything beyond Christ, Paul now dives into some practical out workings of this truth. 

Don't let people judge you by earthly standards, the things you eat or drink, the religious 
festivals you follow, or even how and when you celebrate your Sabbath. 

These are earthly representations of what God desires. They are shadows of God's reality. 
The key is following Christ. Beware, don't be persuaded by people who have seen visions that 
directs them in ways different from Christ. As Paul notes, they have lost connection with the 
head, from whom the whole body, supported and held together by its ligaments and sinews, 
grows st God causes it to grow. Disconnected from Jesus we will never grow (recall Jesus is 
teaching about the vine and the branches in John 15.) 

Paul goes on to remind the Colossians that when we entered Christ, we were freed from the 
influence of other elemental forces in our world that do not belong to Christ. We don't have to 
give credence to any human made rules, like do not handle! Do not taste! Do not touch! These 
rules are destined to perish because they are based only on human wisdom, teaching and 
understanding. Oh, these rules seem like they have real wisdom but they really have no 
power... no power to constrain human sensual indulgence. The only power to constrain human 
wrongdoings is Christ and Christ alone. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

Paul is continuing his theme that we have everything we need in Jesus Christ. Whenever we 
fall into the temptation to follow human concocted rules as good as they may seem, we have 
forsaken the real power of our faith, which is Christ. Human rules have power to control human 
behavior. Only Christ in us can give us strength to control the sinful human behavior. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

I hear Paul saying to me, “stay close to Jesus”. Make knowing Christ is my highest goal so 
that in Christ I may live for Him. I also hear Paul saying, “don't be duped by human legalistic 
rules”. As wise as those rules may seem, if I'm only following the rule than I am not following 
Christ. Stay connected to Jesus. 

 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 

For the church, it is important that we are very careful not to construct a rule-based 
community. Human rules are a poor substitute for drawing close to and following Christ. In fact, 



they are a disastrous move by the church. To know Christ and to follow Christ must be our 
deepest aim. ande must never fall into the trap that rules about what we eat and how we dress 
because it can ever be substituted for knowing Christ and the depth of our being. 

 
 

Saturday, March 19, 2022: Colossians 3:1-17 NIV2011 
3:1 Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things above, where 

Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. 2 Set your minds on things above, not on earthly 
things. 3 For you died, and your life is now hidden with Christ in God. 4 When Christ, who is your 
life, appears, then you also will appear with him in glory.  

5 Put to death, therefore, whatever belongs to your earthly nature: sexual immorality, 
impurity, lust, evil desires and greed, which is idolatry. 6 Because of these, the wrath of God is 
coming. 7 You used to walk in these ways, in the life you once lived. 8 But now you must also rid 
yourselves of all such things as these: anger, rage, malice, slander, and filthy language from 
your lips. 9 Do not lie to each other, since you have taken off your old self with its practices 10 and 
have put on the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge in the image of its Creator. 
11 Here there is no Gentile or Jew, circumcised or uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave or 
free, but Christ is all, and is in all.  

12 Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with 
compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. 13 Bear with each other and forgive 
one another if any of you has a grievance against someone. Forgive as the Lord forgave you. 
14 And over all these virtues put on love, which binds them all together in perfect unity.  

15 Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one body you were called 
to peace. And be thankful. 16 Let the message of Christ dwell among you richly as you teach and 
admonish one another with all wisdom through psalms, hymns, and songs from the Spirit, 
singing to God with gratitude in your hearts. 17 And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, 
do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. 

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

Building on the truth that everything we need is found in Christ, Paul now calls the 
Colossians to live in a manner befitting one who is in Christ. Paul's words throughout this 
section are practical and pointed. 

We have been raised with Christ, therefore, we must set our thinking on the things of Christ 
not the things of the world. Our life is now to be focused on the things God desires. And the 
reward will be that when Christ returns, we will appear with Him in glory. 

We have to put to death, stop doing, things that grow purely from our human earthly 
nature… things like sexual immorality, impurity, lust, evil desires, and greed. God's wrath is 
coming because of these things so we should not be involved in them like we were before our 
lives were made new in Christ. Even more so, we have to examine “lesser” behaviors like anger, 
rage, malice, slander, filthy language, and lying; these also we need to rid from our lives. These 
behaviors were part of the old life, in Christ we must put on Christ’s new life. It doesn't matter 
who we were before Christ came into our life gentile or Jew circumcised or uncircumcised 
barbarian Scythian, slave and free. All that matters now is Christ... Christ is all and is in all. 



Paul goes on to explain the kind of ‘clothing’ we are to adorn ourselves with, qualities like 
compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness, and patience, bearing with each other forgiving one 
another and of course the greatest virtue, love, which binds all the others together in perfect 
unity. 

Peace with Jesus Christ should rule our hearts. We are to be thankful allowing the message 
and teaching of Jesus. We should teach and encourage one another in the faith with the 
wisdom that comes from God through psalms and hymns and songs of the Spirit. We are to 
bless and thank God. Ultimately, we are to do everything we do in the name of Jesus Christ. 
This is our calling as redeemed members of God's family, to give thanks and praise to God the 
Father through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

Paul paints the picture of how redeemed Christ followers should live. No longer should we 
live as we did prior to our salvation, instead we need to put on the characteristics that are 
compatible with our Savior Jesus. In all our relationships we are to reflect His honor and glory. 
In fact, in all we do we should reflect Christ’s honor and glory. 

It should be noted that we are not able to do this in our own strength but only because in 
Christ we have the fullness of God in us. This is not some new ‘law’ we must follow. Instead, it 
grows from the fact that we are now new people in Christ with our eyes  fixed on a new reality 
which is God in heaven. Our heart was repaired and made new when we came into relationship 
with God through faith in Jesus Christ. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

The Lord is asking me to examine my life. m I living as one whose eyes are fixed on Jesus or 
am I living as one captivated by the world around me.? 

 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 

Remembering that this passage is written to the church and not simply to individuals. Some 
of the questions that God was posing to me could be posed to the corporate body of Christ. Do 
we, the church, exhibit the qualities of life that show our focus is pinned on Jesus rather than 
on how unsaved people of the world lived? Is our manner of life and our manner of speaking 
saturated with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience? Do we bear with 
others who hurt us and forgive others because Christ has forgiven us? Would outside observers 
say that we, the church, are loving, for this encapsulate all the qualities God desires in His 
people.  

Are we…? 
 
 

Sunday, March 20, 2022 - Sunday Worship  
 
 



If any of my thoughts or the Bible readings spark questions send an email reply and I will do my 
best to answer all questions from people on the list… I will answer personal questions privately; 
general questions will be answered in a subsequent email installment.  
 
If you are reading along with me from the Living Hope website you can send questions or request 
being placed on the weekly email list by emailing Lisa at office@LivingHopeCT.org.   

 
 

Click here for an audio link to my sermons, https://livinghopect.org/resources/audio-sermons. 
Sermons are generally posted within 2 days. We also livestream our full services which are up on our 
YouTube channel, https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgKURRsbX92qqIFgDF1iRWA 

 
 

https://livinghopect.org/resources/audio-sermons
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgKURRsbX92qqIFgDF1iRWA

