
The Weekly Word 
Feb 14-20, 2022 

 
Hello Bible readers. This week we will continue in the Psalms, spending the entire week in  

Ps 17. Because of the length of Psalms 17 -19, I have decided to spend a week in each of these 
Psalms. I hope you are blessed as you join me. Happy reading… 

Grace and Peace, Bill  

 
To hear the Bible read click this link… http://www.biblegateway.com/resources/audio/. 

 
Monday, February 14: Psalm 17:1-2 NIV2011 

1 Hear me, LORD, my plea is just;  
listen to my cry.  

Hear my prayer—  
it does not rise from deceitful lips.  

2 Let my vindication come from you;  
may your eyes see what is right.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

David’s Psalm begins with a plea, a cry... David is desperate for God to answer him. David 
declares that his words to the Lord are true and honest. They are not deceitful. He is not trying 
to manipulate God. David expresses his true belief that God will vindicate him… Believing that 
God will see what is right and do what is right on behalf of David. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

As believers let's be truthful with God. We've seen in other Psalms that we can be angry and 
hurt and cry out for vengeance and God can handle it. The Psalm exemplifies for us to be 
truthful with God about what we believe we need, about what we believe is going on around us 
and about how much we need the Lord to intervene.  

That we pray to God is a statement that we believe God will hear our prayers and answer 
us. Prayer is an act of trust and belief in God. Prayer, it's a needful act, we need something from 
God. To pray to God is to put faith into action. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

I'm struck by my own words, to pray is to put faith into action. God invites me to honestly 
speak with Him about life… the things going on inside of me and the things I see going on in the 
world that need His intervention.  

 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 

Prayer is an opportunity for the church, for the body of Christ, for believers, to put their 
faith into action. Prayer is not the only way we put faith into action, but it is a significant way.  

The book of Psalms has been collected so that God's people can read how God has inspired 
His people to pray. 



Teach us to pray Lord. Teach us to pray. Amen. 
 
 

Tuesday, February 15: Psalm 17:1-3-5 NIV2011 
3 Though you probe my heart,  

though you examine me at night and test me,  
you will find that I have planned no evil;  

my mouth has not transgressed.  
4 Though people tried to bribe me,  

I have kept myself from the ways of the violent  
through what your lips have commanded.  

5 My steps have held to your paths;  
my feet have not stumbled.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

David invites God to probe his heart and his life. David believes he has lived a good life and 
that God will not find planned evil in his life. (I don't think David is saying that he is perfect or 
sinless, but he is saying that in the big themes of life he is living righteously.) 

David has not planned evil; he has not spoken evil. As a leader he has not taken a bribe and 
that he has kept himself from violence. It is important to note that the last phrase of verse 4 
expresses that David has been able to do this because of God's Word. David has stayed the 
course; he has remained on the path God set for his followers. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

It seems to me as I consider these verses that if we are to be honest before God, it is okay 
to express to God those places where we have worked to remain within the bounds of His will. I 
don't believe this is David saying he is perfect. We are never perfect, and the Bible does not 
teach us ever to pray that we are perfect. But when we strive to follow God's will it is okay to 
reference that in our prayers... as long as we can keep ourselves from getting a swelled head 
and allowing pride to sneak in and topple us. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

The more I spend time in the Psalms the more I realize how deeply important honesty with 
God is. I need to be honest with God when I fail. And I fail often. But my honesty with God can 
also be about attempting and succeeding to live well. Again, I need to be careful that voicing my 
victories to God does not cause pride to grow in my life. Like David, I need to recognize that 
when I am victorious over sin and live rightly before God it is because God's Word has taken 
root in my life. God is the ultimate source of my successes. 

 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 

It seems to me that when we look at the corporate people of God similar learnings are true. 
There are times when we as the people of God grow and begin to live as God would have us 
live. Again, as long as pride does not grow within us it is okay to be honest about that with God. 



This is particularly important if we are regularly being honest with God about our failings and 
our sins.  

Lord, teach us to truly be honest with You. Amen. 
 
 

Wednesday, February 16: Psalm 17:6-9 NIV2011 
6 I call on you, my God, for you will answer me;  

turn your ear to me and hear my prayer.  
7 Show me the wonders of your great love,  

you who save by your right hand  
those who take refuge in you from their foes.  

8 Keep me as the apple of your eye;  
hide me in the shadow of your wings  

9 from the wicked who are out to destroy me,  
from my mortal enemies who surround me.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

David’s faith and trust in God rises as he continues to pray. I call on you, my God, for you will 
answer me…. David absolutely believes that God will hear his prayer and that God takes time to 
listen as David speaks with Him.  

David pleads with God to hear and answer him. His faith and trust in the Lord are formed 
not only because God has worked in his life but that he has seen God work in others’ lives as 
well (verse 7). 

Now comes David’s ask. Enemies are closing in and people who are out to get him are 
knocking at the door. David asks God for protection to be in the shadow of God's wings, to 
remain the apple of God's eye. (I am touched by the way David can tap into his surroundings 
and natural life helping him to express his need from God.) It is apparent from the phrasing of 
verse 8 that David has felt the special touch and presence of the Lord in his life and he's asking 
God to keep His presence around him. (I certainly connect with David’s desire to have God stay 
close to him.) 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

David cherishes his close connection with the Lord. Cultivated throughout his life his 
connection with God is a mainstay of his stability. As he feels enemies surrounding him the 
inclination of his prayer is to reach out to God and to say to God, “Stay by me”. David knows the 
safest place in the world is in the presence of God. And this is what David prays for and we as 
Christ followers in every age can pray this same prayer. God keep me close. God surround me. 
God protect me.  

David’s prayers not only can instruct me in how to pray, they can be the very words 
believers can use to pray. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 



Keep me as the apple of your eye; hide me in the shadow of your wings… This prayer 
resonates deeply in my soul. To be in the shadow of God's wings, being the apple of God's eye... 
I'm not sure I have ever felt as if I was the apple of God's eye. What a treasured belief and 
description. And if it has ever been true for me it is not because of anything I have done but 
only because of God's vast love. 

With a belief-foundation like this I can find no reason why I wouldn't run to God with any 
and every need that I have. 

Draw me closer, Lord. Help me to comprehend the wonder of being your child. 
 

What does this passage mean and say to us? 
This offering of being a child of God, being the apple of God eye is for everyone. It does not 

matter who they might be right now, the color of their skin, the size of their bank account, the 
faith or non-faith in which they were raised. Our God is so big that everyone can be the apple of 
God's eye. Everyone can be swept up into the shelter of His wings. 

How can I not share this message from the rooftops? 
 
 

Thursday, February 17: Psalm 17:10-12 NIV2011 
10 They close up their callous hearts,  

and their mouths speak with arrogance.  
11 They have tracked me down, they now surround me,  

with eyes alert, to throw me to the ground.  
12 They are like a lion hungry for prey,  

like a fierce lion crouching in cover.  
 

What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 
David is so expressive as he describes his plight to the Lord. I can see what David is saying, I 

can feel the tension in his request. His expressive language lays bare his heart before the Lord. 
If I can see and feel it certainly the Lord can as well. Whoever these people are, they are out to 
get David. David feels trapped and cornered. Verse 12 carries so much pathos… They are like a 
lion hungry for prey, like a fierce lion crouching in cover.  

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

One of the wonders of the psalms is that believers today can pray these prayers as their 
own when necessary. The Psalms offer not only prayers that can literally be prayed but also 
blueprints for prayer. 

I am not in a situation where this particular psalm would fit but I can see how when I feel 
cornered, I could pray this prayer and it would capture my heart's concern before God. Such is 
the beauty of the psalms and when one can match a psalm to one life it gives expression to our 
hearts’ cry. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 



The content of this Psalm is not something that I need right now but the openness and 
pathos with which David prays... that is teaching me. Be honest with God... let God know how 
you are truly feeling. If expressive words come, share them with God. Prayer does not have to 
be bland or one dimensional and flat. Prayer can and should be the honest cry of my heart. 

 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 

It seems to me that this is a word to us as it is a word to me… Be honest with God... Let God 
know how we are truly feeling. If expressive words come share them with God. Prayer does not 
have to be bland or one dimensional and flat. Prayer can be the honest cry of our heart. 

This question is a reminder that the community should learn to pray together and not only 
as individuals. 

 
 

Friday, February 18: Psalm 17:13-14 NIV2011 
13 Rise up, LORD, confront them, bring them down;  

with your sword rescue me from the wicked.  
14 By your hand save me from such people, LORD,  

from those of this world whose reward is in this life.  
May what you have stored up for the wicked fill their bellies;  

may their children gorge themselves on it,  
and may there be leftovers for their little ones.  

15 As for me, I will be vindicated and will see your face;  
when I awake, I will be satisfied with seeing your likeness. 
 

What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 
Finally, David arrives at his “big ask”. Lord, confront and destroy my enemies. David is quite 

graphic in his desire for God to bring vengeance upon his enemies, upon those who are seeking 
to destroy him. The word picture in verse 14 is unshackled desire for God to destroy David’s 
enemies and his enemies’ families, even down to the youngest child. 

May what you have stored up for the wicked fill their bellies; may their children gorge 
themselves on it, and may there be leftovers for their little ones.  

There is a part of my heart that bristles at this and prayers like it in the psalms. David is 
asking the Lord to destroy, to annihilate his enemies and the families of his enemies. 
Sometimes the “turn-the-other-cheek, sermon-on-the-mount” believer in me wonders how 
God could sanction, even inspire prayers with this vitriol. And yet God does. If I believe that all 
Scripture is inspired, then this prayer of David was inspired. What do I make of this? RAW 
UNADULTERATED HONESTY. When we are deeply, deeply hurt, when we are fearing for our 
lives the honest voice within us wants vengeance and wants the perpetrator brought to his or 
her knees. This is how David is praying. And God can handle prayers like this. 

David rounds out his prayer with his love and trust in the Lord. David will see God's face and 
that will satisfy him. The Lord God Almighty is his portion and his cup, his sustenance and his 
foundation. Yes, he believes he will be vindicated but even before vindication comes David 
states that his satisfaction comes with seeing the Lord. 

 



What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

RAW UNADULTERATED HONESTY… I believe this is one of the prime teaching moments in 
this passage. God can handle our honesty. God is never bound to answer us as we believe He 
should. Still God wants to know our heart and when we are broken, when we are desperate it is 
okay to be absolutely honest with the Lord.  

All too often prayer in the church is sterilized. The Lord desires for us to come to Him as we 
are and He is willing to accept us with all our imperfections and with all our fears and hurts. 
When we are honest with God, the Lord God can work in us healing the broken places and 
drawing us close.  

The Psalms are teaching us to bring our honest selves to the Lord... God loves us and can 
handle who we truly are. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

When I read this prayer, I realize how much room remains for me to grow... to grow in 
honesty and connection and intimacy with my Lord. At least in my private prayers God is 
inviting me to get real about life around me and what I hope and desire from Him as long as it is 
bathed in devotion and desire to know God deeply. 

 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 

I recognize that as a prayer in the psalter this is not merely an individual prayer but a prayer 
for the people of God. If prayer is warfare, then we need to fight with all our might and pray for 
God's complete and utter victory. The New Testament reminds us that our battle is not against 
flesh and blood but against the spirits and principalities of this dark world. And our desire is for 
God to trample the forces of the enemy in this dark world and that's the kind of prayer David 
prayed in this Psalm. May we, the church, learn to pray... 

 
 

Saturday, February 19, 2022: Psalm 17:15 NIV2011 
1 Hear me, LORD, MY plea is just;  

listen to my cry.  
Hear my prayer—  

it does not rise from deceitful lips.  
2 Let my vindication come from you;  

may your eyes see what is right.  

3 Though you probe my heart,  
though you examine me at night and test me,  

you will find that I have planned no evil;  
my mouth has not transgressed.  

4 Though people tried to bribe me,  
I have kept myself from the ways of the violent  
through what your lips have commanded.  

5 My steps have held to your paths;  



my feet have not stumbled.  

6 I call on you, my God, for you will answer me;  
turn your ear to me and hear my prayer.  

7 Show me the wonders of your great love,  
you who save by your right hand  
those who take refuge in you from their foes.  

8 Keep me as the apple of your eye;  
hide me in the shadow of your wings  

9 from the wicked who are out to destroy me,  
from my mortal enemies who surround me.  

10 They close up their callous hearts,  
and their mouths speak with arrogance.  

11 They have tracked me down, they now surround me,  
with eyes alert, to throw me to the ground.  

12 They are like a lion hungry for prey,  
like a fierce lion crouching in cover.  

13 Rise up, LORD, confront them, bring them down;  
with your sword rescue me from the wicked.  

14 By your hand save me from such people, LORD,  
from those of this world whose reward is in this life.  

May what you have stored up for the wicked fill their bellies;  
may their children gorge themselves on it,  
and may there be leftovers for their little ones.  

15 As for me, I will be vindicated and will see your face;  
when I awake, I will be satisfied with seeing your likeness. 

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

Today I decided to listen to the entire psalm to see if it might provide different insights from 
examining it paragraph by paragraph. 

Reading the whole Psalm allowed me to listen as David moves through his prayer. From his 
opening pleading with the Lord for an answer to his closing where he feels certain God will 
vindicate him, David’s absolute trust is in the Lord God. David is not trying to manipulate God 
by faint praise nor is he trying to build himself up as if he alone deserves God's response. No, 
instead David proclaims his fidelity to the Lord throughout the prayer. My sense is not that 
David describes his fidelity to back God into a corner as if God would then have to grant David's 
wish. Rather I think his statements about his fidelity simply reveal how David lives trying to 
please the Lord. My sense is that his statements are not trying to coerce God but to affirm and 
reaffirm that he is the Lord's son and as such will live in ways that the Lord God directs. 

Having moved through the psalm stanza by stanza and now taking in the breadth and depth 
of the psalm, I meet someone who’s life is intimately connected to the Lord. Interestingly, there 
is no “help me, Lord” asking God to give David strength to defeat his enemies. Instead, it is 



“Lord, defeat my enemies”. David recognizes that God is the one who has the strength, and it is 
God's arm that provides protection not his own arm. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

One thing that I realized reading this Psalm is that prayer grows from a life connected to 
God. Prayer is not words in a book that we parrot, although written prayers like the Psalms can 
certainly aid us and teach us to pray. Whether written out by us or someone else or spoken 
from the heart, prayer is communication from the heart between an individual or a group and 
the Lord. 

From the heart... honest and real... built upon a relationship and bolstered through faithful 
living before God. Prayer is one person or community talking with the Lord they love and adore. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

This Psalm is inviting me to prayer… to connection with the Lord, my Savior 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 

This Psalm is an individual's prayer, I'm struggling to understand what the Psalm is saying to 
us... the group. My sense is that this prayer is a reminder to us, the church, all believers, small 
groups or large groups of believers, that the Lord is available to us for whatever need might be 
on our heart. This prayer is a call to us to take God up on His offer to be there for us, to listen to 
us and to answer us when we call to Lord. 

 
 

Sunday, February 20, 2022 - Sunday Worship  
 
 

If any of my thoughts or the Bible readings spark questions send an email reply and I will do my 
best to answer all questions from people on the list… I will answer personal questions privately; 
general questions will be answered in a subsequent email installment.  
 
If you are reading along with me from the Living Hope website you can send questions or request 
being placed on the weekly email list by emailing Lisa at office@LivingHopeCT.org.   

 
 

Click here for an audio link to my sermons, https://livinghopect.org/resources/audio-sermons. 
Sermons are generally posted within 2 days. We also livestream our full services which are up on our 
YouTube channel, https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgKURRsbX92qqIFgDF1iRWA 

 
 

https://livinghopect.org/resources/audio-sermons
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgKURRsbX92qqIFgDF1iRWA

