
The Weekly Word 
Jan 17-23, 2022 

 
Hello Bible readers. This week we continue Luke’s account of the early church reading Acts 

25-26. I hope you are blessed as you join me. Happy reading… 
Grace and Peace, Bill  

 
To hear the Bible read click this link… http://www.biblegateway.com/resources/audio/. 

 
 

Monday, January 17: Acts 25:1-12 NIV2011 
1 Three days after arriving in the province, Festus went up from Caesarea to Jerusalem, 

2 where the chief priests and the Jewish leaders appeared before him and presented the charges 
against Paul. 3 They requested Festus, as a favor to them, to have Paul transferred to Jerusalem, 
for they were preparing an ambush to kill him along the way. 4 Festus answered, “Paul is being 
held at Caesarea, and I myself am going there soon. 5 Let some of your leaders come with me, 
and if the man has done anything wrong, they can press charges against him there.”  

6 After spending eight or ten days with them, Festus went down to Caesarea. The next day 
he convened the court and ordered that Paul be brought before him. 7 When Paul came in, the 
Jews who had come down from Jerusalem stood around him. They brought many serious 
charges against him, but they could not prove them.  

8 Then Paul made his defense: “I have done nothing wrong against the Jewish law or against 
the temple or against Caesar.”  

9 Festus, wishing to do the Jews a favor, said to Paul, “Are you willing to go up to Jerusalem 
and stand trial before me there on these charges?”  

10 Paul answered: “I am now standing before Caesar’s court, where I ought to be tried. I have 
not done any wrong to the Jews, as you yourself know very well. 11 If, however, I am guilty of 
doing anything deserving death, I do not refuse to die. But if the charges brought against me by 
these Jews are not true, no one has the right to hand me over to them. I appeal to Caesar!”  

12 After Festus had conferred with his council, he declared: “You have appealed to Caesar. To 
Caesar you will go!”  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

The change over from Felix to Festus took some time. After 3 days Festus traveled from 
Caesarea to Jerusalem (likely to survey his governorship and to meet with Jews there, a key 
constituency). In Jerusalem the Jewish leaders asked Festus to have Paul transferred to 
Jerusalem; they still had a plot to kill him. Festus told them ‘no’ and  that he would hear Paul’s 
case when he returned to Caesarea. The Jewish leaders could press their case against him 
there. 

After a week or more Festus convened Paul’s case. The Jews presented their case and Paul 
asserted his innocence. Festus wanting to appease the Jews asked Paul if he was willing to go to 
Jerusalem and stand trial there.  

Paul responded, “No! I am now standing before Caesar’s court, where I ought to be tried. I 
have not done any wrong to the Jews, as you yourself know very well. 11 If, however, I am guilty 



of doing anything deserving death, I do not refuse to die. But if the charges brought against me 
by these Jews are not true, no one has the right to hand me over to them. I appeal to Caesar!” 

Festus conferred with his council and then said to Caesar, “You will go…” 
 

What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

Paul, aware that the plot against his life was still active, refused to go to Jerusalem. As a 
Roman citizen he had the right to stand before Caesar and his court… he made this appeal and 
to Rome he would go.  

As Christians we are to live according to the laws of our country and municipality in which 
we live or have our citizenship, assuming they do not conflict with God’s law. On the flip side, 
we can assert our rights of citizenship as well. This is what Paul does. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

The passage begs the question of me, “Am I a responsible citizen of my country? Do I obey 
its laws, assuming they do not cause me to break God’s law? Would my neighbors see me as a 
conscientious law-following person?” 

 
 

Tuesday, January 18: Acts 25:13-22 NIV2011 
13 A few days later King Agrippa and Bernice arrived at Caesarea to pay their respects to 

Festus. 14 Since they were spending many days there, Festus discussed Paul’s case with the king. 
He said: “There is a man here whom Felix left as a prisoner. 15 When I went to Jerusalem, the 
chief priests and the elders of the Jews brought charges against him and asked that he be 
condemned.  

16 “I told them that it is not the Roman custom to hand over anyone before they have faced 
their accusers and have had an opportunity to defend themselves against the charges. 17 When 
they came here with me, I did not delay the case, but convened the court the next day and 
ordered the man to be brought in. 18 When his accusers got up to speak, they did not charge him 
with any of the crimes I had expected. 19 Instead, they had some points of dispute with him 
about their own religion and about a dead man named Jesus who Paul claimed was alive. 20 I 
was at a loss how to investigate such matters; so I asked if he would be willing to go to 
Jerusalem and stand trial there on these charges. 21 But when Paul made his appeal to be held 
over for the Emperor’s decision, I ordered him held until I could send him to Caesar.”  

22 Then Agrippa said to Festus, “I would like to hear this man myself.”  
He replied, “Tomorrow you will hear him.”  
 

What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 
The saga of Paul’s imprisonment continues. King Agrippa arrived to pay his respects to 

Festus. Festus seizes the opportunity to discuss Paul’s strange case.  
Festus explained the situation… that it was an issue about the Jewish religion and a man 

named Jesus- who Paul said was alive, but the Jews said was dead. It was not an issue of Roman 
law. They also discussed that Paul refused to go to Jerusalem, instead Paul appealed to Caesar. 

Agrippa agreed to hear Paul’s case the next day. 



 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

I love the way even in this condensed retelling of Paul’s situation the centrality of Jesus 
emerges as the crux of the matter. Paul constantly weaves Jesus into his conversations and in 
his dispute with the Jews Paul made sure that Jesus was central to the discussion.  

Paul was so ‘Jesus-minded’ that Jesus routinely emerged in conversations and discussions. 
In this, Paul is a great example to Christ followers of every age… 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

Reading about Paul exposes weakness in my living for Jesus. I am not adept at seamlessly 
weaving Jesus into everyday conversations. This is a growing area for me, even now in my 4th 
almost 5th decade of walking with Jesus. 

I remain a work in progress… 
 
 

Wednesday, January 19: 25:23-27 NIV2011 
23 The next day Agrippa and Bernice came with great pomp and entered the audience room 

with the high-ranking military officers and the prominent men of the city. At the command of 
Festus, Paul was brought in. 24 Festus said: “King Agrippa, and all who are present with us, you 
see this man! The whole Jewish community has petitioned me about him in Jerusalem and here 
in Caesarea, shouting that he ought not to live any longer. 25 I found he had done nothing 
deserving of death, but because he made his appeal to the Emperor I decided to send him to 
Rome. 26 But I have nothing definite to write to His Majesty about him. Therefore I have brought 
him before all of you, and especially before you, King Agrippa, so that as a result of this 
investigation I may have something to write. 27 For I think it is unreasonable to send a prisoner 
on to Rome without specifying the charges against him.”  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

In this paragraph we learn that Governor Festus invited King Agrippa and his wife Bernice to 
hear Paul because of Paul’s appeal to Caesar in Rome. Festus’ investigation revealed that Paul's 
arrest came because of a religious issue and has nothing to do with Roman law, therefore he 
does not have anything to write to Rome. Festus hopes that King Agrippa might be able to help 
him discern what he could write to the emperor in Rome. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

Today's paragraph is simply a historical recitation of the facts leading up to Paul’s defense 
before King Agrippa. As such it is simply historical background. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

Luke is going into great detail chronicling Paul’s imprisonment in Caesarea and his various 
interviews with the Roman leaders of the day. I appreciate Luke's attention to detail in 
recording Paul’s arrest. It reminds me that there is historical veracity in God's Word. 



Acts chronicles the life of the early church, and while not all of the passages have deep 
spiritual meaning they communicate the real-life circumstances of early Christ followers. 

We never know when we will be called to give a defense for the faith we hold. I need to be 
prepared in any and every conversation to be able to articulate my faith in Jesus. Rarely will I 
know in advance that an open door will lie before me to share my faith in Jesus. God is 
reminding me to be prepared to share the hope I have in Jesus. 

 
 

Thursday, January 20: Acts 26:1-11 NIV2011 
1 Then Agrippa said to Paul, “You have permission to speak for yourself.”  
So Paul motioned with his hand and began his defense: 2 “King Agrippa, I consider myself 

fortunate to stand before you today as I make my defense against all the accusations of the 
Jews, 3 and especially so because you are well acquainted with all the Jewish customs and 
controversies. Therefore, I beg you to listen to me patiently.  

4 “The Jewish people all know the way I have lived ever since I was a child, from the 
beginning of my life in my own country, and also in Jerusalem. 5 They have known me for a long 
time and can testify, if they are willing, that I conformed to the strictest sect of our religion, 
living as a Pharisee. 6 And now it is because of my hope in what God has promised our ancestors 
that I am on trial today. 7 This is the promise our twelve tribes are hoping to see fulfilled as they 
earnestly serve God day and night. King Agrippa, it is because of this hope that these Jews are 
accusing me. 8 Why should any of you consider it incredible that God raises the dead?  

9 “I too was convinced that I ought to do all that was possible to oppose the name of Jesus of 
Nazareth. 10 And that is just what I did in Jerusalem. On the authority of the chief priests I put 
many of the Lord’s people in prison, and when they were put to death, I cast my vote against 
them. 11 Many a time I went from one synagogue to another to have them punished, and I tried 
to force them to blaspheme. I was so obsessed with persecuting them that I even hunted them 
down in foreign cities.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

Paul begins his defense before King Agrippa. As he had done in his defense before the 
Jewish leaders after his initial arrest, Paul chronicles for Agrippa his upbringing and life as a 
Pharisee. Paul then cements his zealous living by explaining how he too, under the authority of 
the chief priests, put many believers in Jesus in prison. And he voted in favor of execution for 
those who were put to death. Paul even explained how he hunted down followers of the Way 
by going from synagogue to synagogue. Paul refers to himself as being obsessed with 
persecuting Christians, even traveling to foreign cities. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

This part of Paul's story is known to us by this point in the book of Acts. We first met Paul 
when he gave approval to the death of Stephen, the first Christian martyr. Later we heard his 
testimony before the Jewish leaders. It strikes me that Paul created a pattern for telling his 
testimony to Jews. Explaining his Jewish pedigree and that he too was a persecutor of the Way 
drew lines of connection between Paul and the Jews who were confronting him. Building a 



sense of rapport created trust so that when Paul would make the shift from persecuting to 
following Jesus, he could offer them the opportunity to change their thinking and way of life as 
well. 

Believers would be well served to develop a framework for sharing their testimony with 
particular groups of people. By having a framework in one's mind when the opportunity arises, 
we do not have to wonder what to say, we can put our creative energies into telling our 
testimony well in a connecting manner, using the framework that is comfortable and natural for 
us. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

Hum… it seems like I should review some of the frameworks I have developed and used 
over the years to tell my testimony. These frameworks are not front and center in my mind. By 
reviewing these and potentially tweaking them I would be preparing myself to share the good 
news of Jesus when God opens the door for me to tell my story. 

 
 

Friday, January 21: Acts 26:12-23 NIV2011 
 12 “On one of these journeys I was going to Damascus with the authority and commission of 

the chief priests. 13 About noon, King Agrippa, as I was on the road, I saw a light from heaven, 
brighter than the sun, blazing around me and my companions. 14 We all fell to the ground, and I 
heard a voice saying to me in Aramaic, j ‘Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me? It is hard for you 
to kick against the goads.’  

15 “Then I asked, ‘Who are you, Lord?’  
16 ‘Now get up and stand on your feet. I have appeared to you to appoint you as a servant 

and as a witness of what you have seen and will see of me. 17 I will rescue you from your own 
people and from the Gentiles. I am sending you to them 18 to open their eyes and turn them 
from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan to God, so that they may receive 
forgiveness of sins and a place among those who are sanctified by faith in me.’  

19 “So then, King Agrippa, I was not disobedient to the vision from heaven. 20 First to those in 
Damascus, then to those in Jerusalem and in all Judea, and then to the Gentiles, I preached that 
they should repent and turn to God and demonstrate their repentance by their deeds. 21 That is 
why some Jews seized me in the temple courts and tried to kill me. 22 But God has helped me to 
this very day; so I stand here and testify to small and great alike. I am saying nothing beyond 
what the prophets and Moses said would happen—23 that the Messiah would suffer and, as the 
first to rise from the dead, would bring the message of light to his own people and to the 
Gentiles.”  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

Paul, still talking, now comes to his point of conversion. Again, we have heard this story 
before. Paul does not relate every detail. For instance Paul does not talk about being blinded 
and Ananias coming and healing him. He only speaks about the major movements in his 
conversion. 



And so, he begins talking about his journey to Damascus, how he was knocked from his 
mount by a blazing light and had a vision hearing a voice saying to him in Aramaic, “Saul, Saul, 
why do you persecute me? It is hard for you to kick against the goads.”  

Paul responds, “Who are you, Lord?” 
“ ‘I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting,’ the Lord replied. 
Paul immediately jumps to God's call on his life. He will be a witness of what he has seen 

and heard from the Lord. And that God would be sending him to the Gentiles to open their eyes 
and turn them from darkness towards God's light. At this point Paul is not vague but is very 
specific in the words he chooses recalling God’s direction that he is to testify so that people 
‘may receive forgiveness of sins and a place among those who are sanctified by faith in me.’ 
(Note how Paul makes perfectly clear that faith in Jesus is the action necessary for 
sanctification.) 

Paul then explains how this is exactly what he set out to do in Damascus, in Jerusalem and 
in all Judea, and then to the Gentiles. Paul then gives a brief synopsis of what he preached. “I 
preached that they should repent and turn to God and demonstrate their repentance by their 
deeds.” (Note again, Paul's clarity that people must repent and turn to God. It is also important 
to note that people must also demonstrate their repentance by their deeds.) 

At this point Paul says that because he was preaching the need for repentance and faith in 
Jesus that is why the Jews seized him. He goes on to say that nothing he teaches is beyond what 
the prophets and Moses have said in the Old Testament scriptures, “that the Messiah would 
suffer and, as the first to rise from the dead, would bring the message of light to his own people 
and to the Gentiles.” (Paul now drops in a comment about the Messiah needing to suffer and 
then be raised from the dead… clearly this is a reference to Jesus, who King Agrippa would have 
heard about.) 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

Paul salts his conversion story with the necessary elements of conversion... Faith in Jesus as 
Messiah, repentance, and the forgiveness of sins. So, in giving his defense Paul is also opening 
the door for his hearers to believe in Jesus themselves. 

Masterful, Paul is witnessing as he is telling his story. 
 

What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 
Enjoying this slow read of Paul's defense before King Agrippa reveals to me so many areas 

where I need to grow more effective in sharing gospel message of Jesus.  
With Jews you could speak about repentance, and they would understand what that meant; 

a different audience might require a different word choice or more elaboration in explanation.  
God help me to grow and sharing your story with clarity and in a way that invites other 

people to believe in You. 
 
 

Saturday, January 22, 2022: Acts 26:24-32 NIV2011 
24 At this point Festus interrupted Paul’s defense. “You are out of your mind, Paul!” he 

shouted. “Your great learning is driving you insane.”  



25 “I am not insane, most excellent Festus,” Paul replied. “What I am saying is true and 
reasonable. 26 The king is familiar with these things, and I can speak freely to him. I am 
convinced that none of this has escaped his notice, because it was not done in a corner. 27 King 
Agrippa, do you believe the prophets? I know you do.”  

28 Then Agrippa said to Paul, “Do you think that in such a short time you can persuade me to 
be a Christian?”  

29 Paul replied, “Short time or long—I pray to God that not only you but all who are listening 
to me today may become what I am, except for these chains.”  

30 The king rose, and with him the governor and Bernice and those sitting with them. 31 After 
they left the room, they began saying to one another, “This man is not doing anything that 
deserves death or imprisonment.”  

32 Agrippa said to Festus, “This man could have been set free if he had not appealed to 
Caesar.” 

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

Festus interrupts Paul, shouting him down saying his great learning is driving him insane. 
Paul fires back stating that what he says is reasonable. Paul then turns to the King, 

anticipating that the King has his pulse on the ‘goings-on’ in the community. Paul asks the King 
if he believes the prophets, stating, “I know you do”.  

Paul's witnessing to Jesus hit its mark. Agrippa says to Paul, "Do you think that in such a 
short time you can persuade me to be a Christian?” 

Paul replied, “Short time or long—I pray to God that not only you but all who are listening to 
me today may become what I am, except for these chains.” 

The King and the Governor then confer concluding that Paul could have been set free if he 
had not appealed to Caesar. (I confess that I am at a bit of a loss with this statement. I do not 
know why Agrippa and Festus couldn't turn to Paul and ask him if he wanted to retract his 
appeal to Caesar and be set free. The only thing I can conclude is that retracting an appeal to 
Caesar was not allowed in the ancient world.) 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

I doubt Luke recorded a complete transcript of all that was spoken between Paul, Festus 
and Agrippa. What we do know is that Agrippa understood that as part of his defense Paul was 
also trying to convince people listening to him, not only of his innocence but more importantly 
to become Christians. 

Paul models for the church the bold character of someone who understands the call to 
witness. Equally Paul understands that if a person does not confess Jesus, then they are 
doomed to suffer the wrath of God. This gave Paul a huge impetus to constantly share the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ with others. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

Cut deeply by Paul's boldness and willingness to share the Gospel in a way that invites 
people to faith. I generally do not have the boldness of Paul. I'm sitting here wondering if I have 



minimized the horrors of eternal separation from God.  And what friends, family, and 
acquaintances are facing if they don't give their life to Jesus.  

Paul’s boldness and my lack of boldness stings... 
 
 

Sunday, January 23, 2022 - Sunday Worship  
 
 

If any of my thoughts or the Bible readings spark questions send an email reply and I will do my 
best to answer all questions from people on the list… I will answer personal questions privately; 
general questions will be answered in a subsequent email installment.  
 
If you are reading along with me from the Living Hope website you can send questions or request 
being placed on the weekly email list by emailing Lisa at office@LivingHopeCT.org.   

 
 

Click here for an audio link to my sermons, https://livinghopect.org/resources/audio-sermons. 
Sermons are generally posted within 2 days. We also livestream our full services which are up on our 
YouTube channel, https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgKURRsbX92qqIFgDF1iRWA 

 
 

https://livinghopect.org/resources/audio-sermons
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgKURRsbX92qqIFgDF1iRWA

