
The Weekly Word 
Jan 10-16, 2022 

 
Hello Bible readers. This week we continue Luke’s account of the early church reading Acts 

23-24. I hope you are blessed as you join me. Happy reading… 
Grace and Peace, Bill  

 
To hear the Bible read click this link… http://www.biblegateway.com/resources/audio/. 

 
 

Monday, January 10: Acts 22:30-23:5 NIV2011 
22:30 The commander wanted to find out exactly why Paul was being accused by the Jews. So 

the next day he released him and ordered the chief priests and all the members of the Sanhedrin 
to assemble. Then he brought Paul and had him stand before them.  

23:1 Paul looked straight at the Sanhedrin and said, “My brothers, I have fulfilled my duty to 
God in all good conscience to this day.” 2 At this the high priest Ananias ordered those standing 
near Paul to strike him on the mouth. 3 Then Paul said to him, “God will strike you, you 
whitewashed wall! You sit there to judge me according to the law, yet you yourself violate the 
law by commanding that I be struck!”  

4 Those who were standing near Paul said, “How dare you insult God’s high priest!”  
5 Paul replied, “Brothers, I did not realize that he was the high priest; for it is written: ‘Do not 

speak evil about the ruler of your people.’”  
 

What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 
The commander wanted to get to the bottom of the situation surrounding Paul, so he 

ordered the chief priests to appear before him. Paul took the opportunity to speak to the 
Jewish leaders, stating that he has fulfilled his duty to God In good conscience. At this the high 
priest, Ananias, ordered Paul struck. Paul immediately erupted, God will strike you, the 
whitewashed wall! You sit there to judge me according to the law, yet you yourself finally the 
law by commanding that I be struck! 

When Paul realized he insulted the high priest he apologized saying, “Brothers, I did not 
realize that he was the high priest; for it is written: ‘Do not speak evil about the ruler of your 
people.’” 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

No specific teaching about the faith per say. One takeaway, however, is Paul’s honoring of 
those in authority coupled with his willingness to admit when he was wrong. As Christ followers 
we need to be humble enough to realize when we are wrong and to admit when we are wrong. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

Learning to say, “I'm sorry, please forgive me” is a lifelong journey for me. I still battle pride 
and not wanting to admit I am wrong. Lord God, please keep working on me. 

 



 
Tuesday, January 11: Acts 23:6-11 NIV2011 

6 Then Paul, knowing that some of them were Sadducees and the others Pharisees, called out 
in the Sanhedrin, “My brothers, I am a Pharisee, descended from Pharisees. I stand on trial 
because of the hope of the resurrection of the dead.” 7 When he said this, a dispute broke out 
between the Pharisees and the Sadducees, and the assembly was divided. 8 (The Sadducees say 
that there is no resurrection, and that there are neither angels nor spirits, but the Pharisees 
believe all these things.)  

9 There was a great uproar, and some of the teachers of the law who were Pharisees stood 
up and argued vigorously. “We find nothing wrong with this man,” they said. “What if a spirit or 
an angel has spoken to him?” 10 The dispute became so violent that the commander was afraid 
Paul would be torn to pieces by them. He ordered the troops to go down and take him away 
from them by force and bring him into the barracks.  

11 The following night the Lord stood near Paul and said, “Take courage! As you have 
testified about me in Jerusalem, so you must also testify in Rome.”  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

With a savvy understanding of the composition of the Sanhedrin with both Sadducees and 
Pharisees Paul called out, “My brothers, I am a Pharisee, descended from Pharisees. I stand on 
trial because of the hope of the resurrection of the dead.” At this a dispute to sprouted between 
the two factions since the Sadducees believe there is no resurrection and that there is no such 
thing as angels or spirits, whereas the Pharisees believe in both. 

An argument ensued between the two groups that threatened to become violent so the 
commander ordered his men to extricate Paul and bring him into the barracks. That night God 
spoke to Paul telling him that as he had testified in Jerusalem so he would testify in Rome.  

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

We learn some of the differences between Pharisees and Sadducees in this text. This is 
helpful cultural background. Regarding the faith, this passage reminds us that God speaks… The 
Lord gives Paul a glimpse of what is in store for him. What a comfort that must have been for 
Paul. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

God’s prompting through this text has to do with my availability to hear God when He 
speaks. I believe God speaks… the faith question for me goes like this, ‘Am I cultivating a life 
that listens?’ I pray so… 

 
 

Wednesday, January 12: 23:12-22 NIV2011 
12 The next morning some Jews formed a conspiracy and bound themselves with an oath not 

to eat or drink until they had killed Paul. 13 More than forty men were involved in this plot. 
14 They went to the chief priests and the elders and said, “We have taken a solemn oath not to 
eat anything until we have killed Paul. 15 Now then, you and the Sanhedrin petition the 



commander to bring him before you on the pretext of wanting more accurate information about 
his case. We are ready to kill him before he gets here.”  

16 But when the son of Paul’s sister heard of this plot, he went into the barracks and told 
Paul.  

17 Then Paul called one of the centurions and said, “Take this young man to the commander; 
he has something to tell him.” 18 So he took him to the commander.  

The centurion said, “Paul, the prisoner, sent for me and asked me to bring this young man to 
you because he has something to tell you.”  

19 The commander took the young man by the hand, drew him aside and asked, “What is it 
you want to tell me?”  

20 He said: “Some Jews have agreed to ask you to bring Paul before the Sanhedrin tomorrow 
on the pretext of wanting more accurate information about him. 21 Don’t give in to them, 
because more than forty of them are waiting in ambush for him. They have taken an oath not to 
eat or drink until they have killed him. They are ready now, waiting for your consent to their 
request.”  

22 The commander dismissed the young man with this warning: “Don’t tell anyone that you 
have reported this to me.”  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

Forty Jews conspired to kill Paul and sealed their conspiracy with an oath not to eat or drink 
until they have killed Paul. They went to the chief priests and elders and told them their plan, 
requesting their help. They asked the chief priest and elders to request that the Romans allow 
them to interview Paul one more time the next morning so they could better understand the 
situation. The 40 would lie in wait and ambush Paul and kill him before he got to the chief 
priests and elders.  

Fortunately, Paul's nephew (the son of his sister) overheard the plot. He went immediately 
and told Paul, who in turn asked the centurion watching him to have the boy taken to the 
commander so that he could tell this to the commander.  

The young boy explained the information to the commander who dismissed him saying, 
“Don't tell anyone that you have reported this to me.” 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

In the verse immediately prior to today's reading God tells Paul that he has to testify in 
Rome as he has testified in Jerusalem. So, when this plot to kill Paul emerges, God cannot allow 
that to happen. In today's reading we discover God's plan to keep Paul alive. His plan is Paul’s 
nephew, who is strategically located and overhears the plot against Paul, tells people about it. 

God continually works out His plan so that His will be accomplished. Sometimes God does 
this in miraculous ways. Most times He does it in natural ways. Either way God’s hand is moving 
these occurrences so that His will is fulfilled. 

When God says He is going to do something, He does it. That's the truth believers can bank 
their life upon. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 



We don't always see all the forces of God at work around our lives. I have no idea how 
many times a mere second or minute separated me from a disaster. I don't know how many 
times the hand of God kept me from an accident. What I do know is God's will be accomplished. 
Therefore, I can and will trust God with my life. I can trust my God with my family, and I can 
trust God with my future. God is trustworthy... 

 
 

Thursday, January 13: Acts 23:23-35 NIV2011 
23 Then he called two of his centurions and ordered them, “Get ready a detachment of two 

hundred soldiers, seventy horsemen and two hundred spearmen to go to Caesarea at nine 
tonight. 24 Provide horses for Paul so that he may be taken safely to Governor Felix.”  

25 He wrote a letter as follows:  
26 Claudius Lysias,  
To His Excellency, Governor Felix:  
Greetings.  

27 This man was seized by the Jews and they were about to kill him, but I came with my 
troops and rescued him, for I had learned that he is a Roman citizen. 28 I wanted to know 
why they were accusing him, so I brought him to their Sanhedrin. 29 I found that the 
accusation had to do with questions about their law, but there was no charge against him 
that deserved death or imprisonment. 30 When I was informed of a plot to be carried out 
against the man, I sent him to you at once. I also ordered his accusers to present to you their 
case against him.  
31 So the soldiers, carrying out their orders, took Paul with them during the night and 

brought him as far as Antipatris. 32 The next day they let the cavalry go on with him, while they 
returned to the barracks. 33 When the cavalry arrived in Caesarea, they delivered the letter to 
the governor and handed Paul over to him. 34 The governor read the letter and asked what 
province he was from. Learning that he was from Cilicia, 35 he said, “I will hear your case when 
your accusers get here.” Then he ordered that Paul be kept under guard in Herod’s palace.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

The gist of this passage explains what the commander did to protect Paul from the plot 
against him. The commander gathers a significant detachment of soldiers (200 soldiers, 70 
horsemen and 200 spearmen) to escort Paul that evening to Governor Felix in Caesarea. The 
commander also ordered the Jewish leaders to appear in Caesarea to make their case against 
Paul before Governor Felix. 

Luke preserves the letter that the commander wrote to Governor Felix. 
After they arrive in Caesarea and the governor reads the letter, he agrees to hear Paul's 

case when the accusers arrive. Until that time Paul is kept under guard in Herod's palace. 
 

What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

Today's reading is again basically a travelogue in Paul’s life. Today we don't even hear from 
Paul at all, we just hear about the circumstances by which he was transported to Caesarea so 
he could appear before Governor Felix.  



I can't say there is much in this passage that instructs my Christian faith. 
 

What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 
As I ponder this passage, I find myself recognizing that so much of life involves doing things 

we don't necessarily want to do. I doubt Paul wanted to ride all night on horseback 
accompanied by soldiers. But he did. I don't want to have to do mundane things like clean the 
house, or do yard work, or do weekly shopping, or repair the car, or go to the doctor, yet each 
of these is a part of normal life. God expects that I will be faithful even as I do the normal 
uninteresting parts of life. We're not told about any conversations Paul might have had during 
the journey. Maybe he got to talk with some of the soldiers, and maybe he had to be quiet and 
couldn't speak. We don't know. Either way he was to live in a way that allows his faith in Jesus 
to shine through. And that's how I am to live every day. Whether I am doing something 
spiritual, like preparing for a sermon or meeting with a congregant or something mundane like 
shopping or going to the gym, I should live in a manner that allows the light of Jesus Christ to 
shine through. 

 
 

Friday, January 14: Acts 24:1-16 NIV2011 
1 Five days later the high priest Ananias went down to Caesarea with some of the elders and 

a lawyer named Tertullus, and they brought their charges against Paul before the governor. 
2 When Paul was called in, Tertullus presented his case before Felix: “We have enjoyed a long 
period of peace under you, and your foresight has brought about reforms in this nation. 
3 Everywhere and in every way, most excellent Felix, we acknowledge this with profound 
gratitude. 4 But in order not to weary you further, I would request that you be kind enough to 
hear us briefly.  

5 “We have found this man to be a troublemaker, stirring up riots among the Jews all over 
the world. He is a ringleader of the Nazarene sect 6 and even tried to desecrate the temple; so 
we seized him. [7] 8 By examining him yourself you will be able to learn the truth about all these 
charges we are bringing against him.”  

9 The other Jews joined in the accusation, asserting that these things were true.  
10 When the governor motioned for him to speak, Paul replied: “I know that for a number of 

years you have been a judge over this nation; so I gladly make my defense. 11 You can easily 
verify that no more than twelve days ago I went up to Jerusalem to worship. 12 My accusers did 
not find me arguing with anyone at the temple, or stirring up a crowd in the synagogues or 
anywhere else in the city. 13 And they cannot prove to you the charges they are now making 
against me. 14 However, I admit that I worship the God of our ancestors as a follower of the 
Way, which they call a sect. I believe everything that is in accordance with the Law and that is 
written in the Prophets, 15 and I have the same hope in God as these men themselves have, that 
there will be a resurrection of both the righteous and the wicked. 16 So I strive always to keep my 
conscience clear before God and man.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

After five days, Paul appears before Felix in the presence of his accusers, the elders and high 
priest of the Jews. The Jews brought a lawyer named Tertullus who argued their case. The Jews 



said that Paul stirred up riots among Jews all over the world, that he was a ringleader of the 
Nazarene sect, and that he attempted to desecrate the temple. They invited Felix to examine 
Paul himself to confirm their charges. 

The governor then gave Paul an opportunity to speak, and Paul gladly made his defense 
before Felix. Paul said that he only arrived in Jerusalem 12 days ago and that he came to 
Jerusalem for worship.  He also said no one found him arguing or stirring up anyone at the 
temple or stirring up crowds in any synagogues around Jerusalem. Paul went on to say that they 
cannot prove any of the charges against him. Paul did admit that he was a worshipper of God, 
that he was a follower of the Way and that he believes everything in accordance with the Law 
and what is written in the prophets. Paul went on to say that he has the same hope as these 
Jews in both the resurrection of the righteous and the wicked. Paul also said he strives always 
to keep a clear conscience before God. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

There is a takeaway or two we can infer from today's reading. First, Paul told the truth, he 
did not embellish his journey to Jerusalem or his time there. He simply stated the facts. Second, 
Paul owned up to being a Christian, or as he stated it, a follower of the Way, which was one of 
the first names people gave to those who later were called Christians. Third, Paul showed how 
the Christian faith is connected with the Jewish faith; they both have the same hope of a 
resurrection of the righteous and the wicked. And that the law and the prophets convey the 
truth of God. Finally, Paul explains that as a Christian he strives to live his life in an honorable 
and God-fearing way, keeping his conscience clear before God. (How we live as followers of 
Jesus matters.) 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

It is verse 16 that connects with my heart as I take this Scripture into my life.  God calls me 
(and all of His followers) to live honorably, to live in a way that honors my God and is honorable 
before my neighbors. How we live truly matters. A good reputation will afford opportunities to 
share Jesus with others. But if I have a soiled reputation people will see me as a hypocrite and 
will not trust any presentations about God that I might have an opportunity to make to them. 

 
 

Saturday, January 15, 2022: Acts 24:17-27 NIV2011 
17 “After an absence of several years, I came to Jerusalem to bring my people gifts for the 

poor and to present offerings. 18 I was ceremonially clean when they found me in the temple 
courts doing this. There was no crowd with me, nor was I involved in any disturbance. 19 But 
there are some Jews from the province of Asia, who ought to be here before you and bring 
charges if they have anything against me. 20 Or these who are here should state what crime they 
found in me when I stood before the Sanhedrin—21 unless it was this one thing I shouted as I 
stood in their presence: ‘It is concerning the resurrection of the dead that I am on trial before 
you today.’ ”  

22 Then Felix, who was well acquainted with the Way, adjourned the proceedings. “When 
Lysias the commander comes,” he said, “I will decide your case.” 23 He ordered the centurion to 



keep Paul under guard but to give him some freedom and permit his friends to take care of his 
needs.  

24 Several days later Felix came with his wife Drusilla, who was Jewish. He sent for Paul and 
listened to him as he spoke about faith in Christ Jesus. 25 As Paul talked about righteousness, 
self-control and the judgment to come, Felix was afraid and said, “That’s enough for now! You 
may leave. When I find it convenient, I will send for you.” 26 At the same time he was hoping that 
Paul would offer him a bribe, so he sent for him frequently and talked with him.  

27 When two years had passed, Felix was succeeded by Porcius Festus, but because Felix 
wanted to grant a favor to the Jews, he left Paul in prison.  

 
 

What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 
Today's reading details the remainder of Paul's defense before Governor Felix. 
Paul's testimony continues explaining that after being away from Jerusalem for several 

years he came back carrying offerings for the poor. Paul claimed he was ceremonially clean 
when he was in the temple and he was not stirring up any crowds. (Paul inserts a little dig 
saying that some Jews from the province of Asia ought to be there and bring charges if they 
have any.) He then said that those present should claim what crime Paul has committed; the 
only possibility was that he stood in the presence of the Sanhedrin and stated that it was 
because of the resurrection of the dead that he was on trial today. (Remember the Sanhedrin is 
divided between Sadducees and Pharisees. The Pharisees believe in the resurrection, but the 
Sadducees do not.) 

Felix who was well acquainted with The Way adjourned the procedures stating that he 
would decide Paul's case when the commander arrived. He kept Paul under guard but did give 
him freedom and permitted him to have friends come and take care of his needs. (This 
comment gives an interesting glimpse into the “prison system” of the ancient Roman world.) 

After a few days Felix sent for Paul and listen to Paul as he spoke about faith in Jesus Christ. 
(Paul seized every opportunity he could to share his faith in Jesus Christ.) When Paul's message 
grew too personal for Felix and his wife Drusilla, who was a Jew, Felix would dismiss Paul. Felix 
sent for Paul frequently hoping for a bribe. Paul never provided the bribe but constantly shared 
Jesus Christ with him. This went on for two years. Eventually Felix was succeeded by Porcius 
Festus. In order to remain on the good side of the Jews, Felix left Paul in prison. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

I don't find anything in today's passage that directly helps us as followers of Jesus. However, 
listening to Paul always provides me with faith encouragement. For example, Paul was 
apparently content to remain in prison. And he chose every opportunity to share his faith in 
Jesus and witness to the Lord. We can only wonder how much Paul witnessed to the soldiers 
who guarded him.  

Paul is content to be the Lord’s servant in prison or free. Remember God has previously told 
Paul that he will testify of the Lord in Rome… 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 



Contentment can be elusive. Advertisers bait me with new this or that. My own inner self at 
times teases me with desiring this or that… it might be new technology or nicer tools for my 
shop. And while it is okay to purchase new things, but if these desires lead to discontentment 
with what I have then it could become a problem for my soul… because I am dreaming of what I 
want rather than being thankful for what I do have. 

Lord, help me to grow in contentment. In Jesus’ name I pray. Amen.  
 
 

Sunday, January 16, 2022 - Sunday Worship  
 
 

If any of my thoughts or the Bible readings spark questions send an email reply and I will do my 
best to answer all questions from people on the list… I will answer personal questions privately; 
general questions will be answered in a subsequent email installment.  
 
If you are reading along with me from the Living Hope website you can send questions or request 
being placed on the weekly email list by emailing Lisa at office@LivingHopeCT.org.   

 
 

Click here for an audio link to my sermons, https://livinghopect.org/resources/audio-sermons. 
Sermons are generally posted within 2 days. We also livestream our full services which are up on our 
YouTube channel, https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgKURRsbX92qqIFgDF1iRWA 

 
 

https://livinghopect.org/resources/audio-sermons
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgKURRsbX92qqIFgDF1iRWA

