
The Weekly Word 
Dec 20-26, 2021 

 
Hello Bible readers.  This week we continue Luke’s account of the early church reading Acts 

17-18. I hope you are blessed as you join me. Happy reading… 
Grace and Peace, Bill  

 
To hear the Bible read click this link… http://www.biblegateway.com/resources/audio/. 

 
 

Monday, December 20: Acts 17:1-9 NIV2011 
1 When Paul and his companions had passed through Amphipolis and Apollonia, they came 

to Thessalonica, where there was a Jewish synagogue. 2 As was his custom, Paul went into the 
synagogue, and on three Sabbath days he reasoned with them from the Scriptures, 3 explaining 
and proving that the Messiah had to suffer and rise from the dead. “This Jesus I am proclaiming 
to you is the Messiah,” he said. 4 Some of the Jews were persuaded and joined Paul and Silas, as 
did a large number of God-fearing Greeks and quite a few prominent women.  

5 But other Jews were jealous; so they rounded up some bad characters from the 
marketplace, formed a mob and started a riot in the city. They rushed to Jason’s house in search 
of Paul and Silas in order to bring them out to the crowd. 6 But when they did not find them, they 
dragged Jason and some other believers before the city officials, shouting: “These men who 
have caused trouble all over the world have now come here, 7 and Jason has welcomed them 
into his house. They are all defying Caesar’s decrees, saying that there is another king, one 
called Jesus.” 8 When they heard this, the crowd and the city officials were thrown into turmoil. 
9 Then they made Jason and the others post bond and let them go.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

From Philippi Paul and Silas traveled, eventually stopping in Thessalonica. Following his 
custom Paul went first into the synagogue. For three successive Sabbaths Paul reasoned and 
proved that the Messiah had to suffer and rise from the dead. “This Jesus I am proclaiming to 
you is the Messiah”, he said. Some Jews were persuaded and joined Paul and Silas. Additionally, 
a large number of God-fearing Greeks and prominent women followed Paul’s and Silas’ 
teaching. 

But other Jews were angry and jealous that Paul was gaining followers for Jesus, so they 
rounded up some bad characters and started a riot in the city. They rushed Jason’s house in 
search of Paul and Silas but didn't find them, so they dragged Jason and some others before the 
city officials.  They declared that Jason had housed Paul and Silas who were causing trouble all 
over the world by defying Caesar and saying there is another king called Jesus. This created a 
turmoil. And the city officials made Jason and others post bond and let them go. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 



Paul continues to preach and make inroads for the gospel wherever he goes. In this trip to 
Thessalonica, he begins to gather a group of believers from Jews and God-fearing Gentiles. God 
continues to empower Paul in his preaching the Gospel. 

However, where the Gospel is preached, opposition arises. This happened in Thessalonica. 
The opposition didn’t play fair, in this case they found some scoundrels to speak against Paul 
and Silas, creating a turmoil. In the wake of the turmoil the man, Jason, who was housing Paul 
and Silas, was swept up and imprisoned.  

All of this shows us that to be a Christian in Paul’s day meant you would likely face 
persecution. Anyone who followed Jesus was fair game. 

To follow Jesus means one might encounter persecution. Following Jesus, saying ‘yes’ to 
Jesus, was not a decision people took lightly.  

We may not face persecution like they did in Paul’s day, still following Jesus is a decision 
one must not make lightly. God expects His followers to be “all in.” 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

Am I truly ‘all in’ for Jesus?... This is the haunting question that the Holy Spirit is asking me 
today. 

 
 

Tuesday, December 21: Acts 17:10-15 NIV2011 
10 As soon as it was night, the believers sent Paul and Silas away to Berea. On arriving there, 

they went to the Jewish synagogue. 11 Now the Berean Jews were of more noble character than 
those in Thessalonica, for they received the message with great eagerness and examined the 
Scriptures every day to see if what Paul said was true. 12 As a result, many of them believed, as 
did also a number of prominent Greek women and many Greek men.  

13 But when the Jews in Thessalonica learned that Paul was preaching the word of God at 
Berea, some of them went there too, agitating the crowds and stirring them up. 14 The believers 
immediately sent Paul to the coast, but Silas and Timothy stayed at Berea. 15 Those who 
escorted Paul brought him to Athens and then left with instructions for Silas and Timothy to join 
him as soon as possible.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

Continuing Paul’s story... 
The Thessalonian believers sent Paul and Silas out of the city to Berea. Paul immediately 

began ministry there speaking in the synagogue. The Bereans were very open to Paul’s 
message. They listened and examined the scriptures. And many of them believed including, a 
number of Greeks, both women and men. 

However, the Jews in Thessalonica heard about Paul's ministry at Berea and some of them 
went there to create problems for Paul. The Berean believers understood the situation and 
immediately sent Paul out of the city to the coast and onto Athens. Silas and Timothy remained 
in Berea for a while. From Athens Paul called for Silas and Timothy to join him as soon as 
possible. 

 



What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

This passage reminds us about the importance of the body of Christ especially caring for 
those in need. The believers in both Thessalonica and Berea cared for Paul by sending him out 
of the trouble in their city to a new place. The Bereans even went so far as to journey with Paul 
until he arrived in Athens. Ah, the wonder of the body of Christ when it functions as God would 
have it function. 

The passage also underscores the threat that some will rage against the spread of the 
Gospel. Some Thessalonian rabblerousers were not content to drive Paul out of their city. They 
even traveled to the next city to create problems for Paul there. Some people are simply “hell 
bent” against the work of God and the spread of Gospel. As Christ followers we simply must 
face this truth. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

The Lord is emphasizing for me today the profound blessing of God’s church family. What a 
wonder the body of believers is when it functions as the Lord intends. Am I fulfilling my role as 
a member of God's body, the church, in Old Greenwich? 

 
 

Wednesday, December 22: 17:16-34 NIV2011 
16 While Paul was waiting for them in Athens, he was greatly distressed to see that the city 

was full of idols. 17 So he reasoned in the synagogue with both Jews and God-fearing Greeks, as 
well as in the marketplace day by day with those who happened to be there. 18 A group of 
Epicurean and Stoic philosophers began to debate with him. Some of them asked, “What is this 
babbler trying to say?” Others remarked, “He seems to be advocating foreign gods.” They said 
this because Paul was preaching the good news about Jesus and the resurrection. 19 Then they 
took him and brought him to a meeting of the Areopagus, where they said to him, “May we 
know what this new teaching is that you are presenting? 20 You are bringing some strange ideas 
to our ears, and we would like to know what they mean.” 21 (All the Athenians and the 
foreigners who lived there spent their time doing nothing but talking about and listening to the 
latest ideas.)  

22 Paul then stood up in the meeting of the Areopagus and said: “People of Athens! I see that 
in every way you are very religious. 23 For as I walked around and looked carefully at your 
objects of worship, I even found an altar with this inscription: TO AN UNKNOWN GOD. So you are 
ignorant of the very thing you worship—and this is what I am going to proclaim to you.  

24 “The God who made the world and everything in it is the Lord of heaven and earth and 
does not live in temples built by human hands. 25 And he is not served by human hands, as if he 
needed anything. Rather, he himself gives everyone life and breath and everything else. 26 From 
one man he made all the nations, that they should inhabit the whole earth; and he marked out 
their appointed times in history and the boundaries of their lands. 27 God did this so that they 
would seek him and perhaps reach out for him and find him, though he is not far from any one 
of us. 28 ‘For in him we live and move and have our being.’ r As some of your own poets have 
said, ‘We are his offspring.’  



29 “Therefore since we are God’s offspring, we should not think that the divine being is like 
gold or silver or stone—an image made by human design and skill. 30 In the past God overlooked 
such ignorance, but now he commands all people everywhere to repent. 31 For he has set a day 
when he will judge the world with justice by the man he has appointed. He has given proof of 
this to everyone by raising him from the dead.”  

32 When they heard about the resurrection of the dead, some of them sneered, but others 
said, “We want to hear you again on this subject.” 33 At that, Paul left the Council. 34 Some of the 
people became followers of Paul and believed. Among them was Dionysius, a member of the 
Areopagus, also a woman named Damaris, and a number of others.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

This passage is a wonderful example of how to contextualize the message of the Gospel, 
weaving in themes from the lives of the people to whom you are speaking so that they can 
easily grasp the truth of the Gospel you are expounding. 

While Paul is waiting for Silas and Timothy in Athens he began speaking to people about the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ. Not only did Paul go to the synagogue to speak to Jews and God-fearing 
Greeks, Paul also went out into the marketplace attempting to speak to the general populace of 
the city. Some philosophers began to debate with Paul, others seem to reject him, saying that 
Paul was advocating for foreign gods. (Luke explicitly tells us Paul was preaching the good news 
about Jesus and the resurrection.) Wanting to know more, other people brought Paul to the 
Areopagus, a place where locals obviously debated religious and other topics. 

Once there Paul rose to speak. In doing so he showed that he was aware of the people's 
backgrounds and his surroundings, using key facts and traits to weave his presentation of the 
Gospel so that it might strongly connect with the people listening to him. Paul spoke about the 
temple to an unknown God he found in the city. He used that to introduce the Gospel to them, 
explaining that he would introduce them to the unknown God. 

This God is the God who made the heaven and earth and everything in it. He's not served by 
idols of stone or wood, things made by man. This God oversees everything from the boundaries 
of their land to the times and epochs of history. God longed for them to seek God and to reach 
out for him. Paul speaks one of his memorable phrases, “for in him we live and move and have 
our being. Next Paul quotes one of their own poets, we are his offspring”. 

From this statement Paul moves towards an invitation stating that in the past God 
overlooked such ignorance, but now He commands all people everywhere to repent... He has 
given proof of this to everyone by raising Jesus from the dead. (it seems probable that Luke is 
providing us with a synopsis of Paul’s speech; apparently he has already mentioned Jesus.) 

At the mention of the resurrection some sneered but others were drawn in and wanted 
Paul to speak more about the topic. Some people began to follow Paul and to believe. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

I find this to be a very powerful passage about connecting with one's audience when 
sharing the Gospel. Paul uses a local temple, to an unknown God, to draw people in. By using 
this example Paul subtly connects with the people, I imagine they felt known by this stranger. 
Then he springs this unknown God on them to explain God more clearly to them. Paul also 



quotes one of their own poets. This again connects Paul with the people. Beyond this Paul 
entered the Areopagus, thus he entered their world and engaged their manner of discussing 
religious and other important topics of the day.  

Through this we learn the importance of connecting with people with whom we want to 
share the Gospel. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

Paul's example gives me pause when I think about sharing the good news of Jesus with 
others. Too often I'm tempted to use some cookie cutter presentation of the Gospel, rather 
than listening to people and then shaping my words about the Gospel to fit who they are and 
the context in which they live.  

I pray that God would give me wisdom to be a better contextual witness of the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ. 

 
 

Thursday, December 23: Acts 18:1-8 NIV2011 
1 After this, Paul left Athens and went to Corinth. 2 There he met a Jew named Aquila, a 

native of Pontus, who had recently come from Italy with his wife Priscilla, because Claudius had 
ordered all Jews to leave Rome. Paul went to see them, 3 and because he was a tentmaker as 
they were, he stayed and worked with them. 4 Every Sabbath he reasoned in the synagogue, 
trying to persuade Jews and Greeks.  

5 When Silas and Timothy came from Macedonia, Paul devoted himself exclusively to 
preaching, testifying to the Jews that Jesus was the Messiah. 6 But when they opposed Paul and 
became abusive, he shook out his clothes in protest and said to them, “Your blood be on your 
own heads! I am innocent of it. From now on I will go to the Gentiles.”  

7 Then Paul left the synagogue and went next door to the house of Titius Justus, a worshiper 
of God. 8 Crispus, the synagogue leader, and his entire household believed in the Lord; and many 
of the Corinthians who heard Paul believed and were baptized.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

Paul continues to make the rounds of prominent cities, sharing the Gospel message of Jesus 
everywhere he goes.  

From Athens Paul traveled to Corinth. There he met a Jewish couple, Aquila and Priscilla, 
who recently moved from Rome because of Claudius’ decree that ordered all Jews out of Rome. 
(This is a critical piece of information in understanding the book of Romans, which is written 
after the Jews are allowed to return to Rome. The Jews return set up some conflict between the 
Jews who were in control and Gentiles who began to lead when the Jews banished. Now with 
Jews returning there is a bit of an authority struggle.) 

Paul connected with Priscilla and Aquila because they too were tentmakers. The three of 
them worked together. Each Sabbath Paul would reason with the Jews in the synagogue. 

When Silas and Timothy arrived from Philippi, Paul devoted himself exclusively to 
preaching, testifying to the Jews that Jesus was the Messiah. Eventually opposition arose 
against Paul; the opposition was abusive towards Paul. So, Paul shook the dust out of his 



clothes in protest and said, “Your blood behind your own heads! I am innocent of it. From now 
on I will go to the Gentiles”.  

Then he left the synagogue and went next door to the House of Titius Justus, a worshiper of 
God. Many Corinthians heard Paul’s message, believed and were baptized. This included Cyprus 
the synagogue leader who, with his entire household, believed in the Lord. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

Relentless missionary zeal drives the narrative and Paul's ministry. Paul is all about sharing 
the name of Jesus with Jews and with Gentiles. His is an example for Christians everywhere and 
in every time. Are we relentless for the expansion of the Gospel?  

I find it fascinating that Paul provided for himself until his younger associates Silas and 
Timothy arrived. Reading between the lines, they were able to now provide the means by 
which Paul could live so he could devote himself full time, sharing the Gospel of Jesus with 
people. 

Trouble continues to erupt as Paul proclaims the Gospel. Still, he never waivers no matter 
what opposition he faces. This too is an example for us as Christians today. But Paul also 
understood when it was time to shake the dust off one's feet and leave one group of people, 
turning instead to another group of people. Opposition might determine what groups Paul 
preaches to, but opposition never thwarts Paul from preaching the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

I hear the words in my spirit ‘all in.’ Paul was clearly ‘all in’. I wonder if I am ‘all in’. 
As this thought penetrates my being, I understand better now why Paul speaks to people 

and says that being unmarried might be the better option since we don't have to worry about 
pleasing our partner or our family. ‘All in’ for a single person looks very different from a married 
and family person’s ‘all in’. 

Thankfully God understands the station in which we are in and grants us grace when we 
have other relationships with which to deal. 

 
 

Friday, December 24: Acts 18:9-17 NIV2011 
9 One night the Lord spoke to Paul in a vision: “Do not be afraid; keep on speaking, do not be 

silent. 10 For I am with you, and no one is going to attack and harm you, because I have many 
people in this city.” 11 So Paul stayed in Corinth for a year and a half, teaching them the word of 
God.  

12 While Gallio was proconsul of Achaia, the Jews of Corinth made a united attack on Paul 
and brought him to the place of judgment. 13 “This man,” they charged, “is persuading the 
people to worship God in ways contrary to the law.”  

14 Just as Paul was about to speak, Gallio said to them, “If you Jews were making a 
complaint about some misdemeanor or serious crime, it would be reasonable for me to listen to 
you. 15 But since it involves questions about words and names and your own law—settle the 
matter yourselves. I will not be a judge of such things.” 16 So he drove them off. 17 Then the 



crowd there turned on Sosthenes the synagogue leader and beat him in front of the proconsul; 
and Gallio showed no concern whatever.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

While in Corinth God gave Paul a vision to keep on speaking and to not be afraid. The Lord 
would not let anyone harm him because there were many in the city Paul still needed to reach 
for the Lord. Paul was encouraged and stayed in Corinth for a year and a half. 

During his time there, while Gallio was proconsul of Acacia, Jews made an united attack 
against Paul dragging him before the pro council and charging him with persuading people to 
worship God in ways contrary to the law. 

Paul was about to speak in his defense when the proconsul stepped in saying, that if it was a 
matter of civil law he would deal with it but since it was something to do with their religion, 
they were to settle matters themselves. He would not judge their religious law. Then he drove 
them out from his presence. The agitated crowd was so angry that they turned on the 
synagogue leader, Sosthenes, and beat him in front of the proconsul. But the proconsul showed 
no concern. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

When God speaks and gives a promise, God fulfills His promises. All too often Paul has been 
dragged before magistrates, imprisoned and beaten. But this time the magistrate turned on the 
Jews themselves. God completely fulfilled His word to Paul that he would not be harmed. As a 
Christ follower I take heart that the promises of God are promises I can put my trust in 
completely. Thanks be to God who fulfills His word. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

Thinking about God fulfilling His promises, I spent some time thinking about the many 
promises of God...  

To never leave or forsake us.  
To never give us more than we can handle.  
The guarantee of eternity with God forever after death. 
 The forgiveness of sins...  
And so many more. 

Oh, the gifts of God… 
 
 

Saturday, December 25: Acts 18:18-28 NIV2011 
18 Paul stayed on in Corinth for some time. Then he left the brothers and sisters and sailed 

for Syria, accompanied by Priscilla and Aquila. Before he sailed, he had his hair cut off at 
Cenchreae because of a vow he had taken. 19 They arrived at Ephesus, where Paul left Priscilla 
and Aquila. He himself went into the synagogue and reasoned with the Jews. 20 When they 
asked him to spend more time with them, he declined. 21 But as he left, he promised, “I will come 
back if it is God’s will.” Then he set sail from Ephesus. 22 When he landed at Caesarea, he went 
up to Jerusalem and greeted the church and then went down to Antioch.  



23 After spending some time in Antioch, Paul set out from there and traveled from place to 
place throughout the region of Galatia and Phrygia, strengthening all the disciples.  

24 Meanwhile a Jew named Apollos, a native of Alexandria, came to Ephesus. He was a 
learned man, with a thorough knowledge of the Scriptures. 25 He had been instructed in the way 
of the Lord, and he spoke with great fervor t and taught about Jesus accurately, though he knew 
only the baptism of John. 26 He began to speak boldly in the synagogue. When Priscilla and 
Aquila heard him, they invited him to their home and explained to him the way of God more 
adequately.  

27 When Apollos wanted to go to Achaia, the brothers and sisters encouraged him and wrote 
to the disciples there to welcome him. When he arrived, he was a great help to those who by 
grace had believed. 28 For he vigorously refuted his Jewish opponents in public debate, proving 
from the Scriptures that Jesus was the Messiah. 

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

Luke moves the story ahead quickly. After spending time in Corinth, Paul, Priscilla and 
Aquila leave Corinth and head to Cenchreae. From there they went on to Ephesus where Paul 
left Priscilla and Aquila. He went into the synagogue to speak with Jews. When asked to spend 
more time Paul refused but promised that he would come back if it was God's will. From there 
he sailed to Syria, went up to Judea to greet the church in Jerusalem and eventually went on to 
Antioch. After connecting with his “home” church Paul set out again and traveled through the 
regions of Galatia and Phrygia strengthening disciples. 

At this point Luke tells us a little bit about Priscilla and Aquila ministry. They remained in 
Ephesus where they met a Jew named Apollos. Apollos was very knowledgeable in the 
scriptures and taught the way of Jesus accurately. Unfortunately, he knew only the baptism of 
John. Aquila and Priscilla connected with Apollos and filled in his teaching so his understanding 
of the way of God was more accurate. 

Apollos wanted to go to Acacia so the brothers encouraged him and wrote to the disciples 
there so they would welcome him. Apollos taught powerfully in Acacia vigorously refuting 
“Jewish opponents in public debate proving from the scriptures that Jesus was the Messiah”. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

One of the things we learn in this passage was that the church was expanding because of 
the work, ministry and witness of many people. We've followed Peter, Barnabas and Paul. We 
learned of their associates like Silas, Timothy and Mark.  Now Luke introduces a number of 
other people into the narrative.. Priscilla and Aquila, discipled by Paul, become powerful 
witnesses to Jesus in their own right. And then Priscilla and Aquila connect with Apollos 
teaching him and correcting some deficiencies in his understanding. Apollos then becomes a 
well-respected teacher in his own right (Paul will refer to him in chapter one of First 
Corinthians). 

The Gospel is propelled by many people back then and today. Some of the propulsion is by 
big names, much of the propulsion of the Gospel is by regular people and couples committed to 
sharing Jesus wherever they go. 

 



What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 
it's interesting to think about the legacy of Paul through the men and women that he 

mentored. Mark, Silas, Timothy, Priscilla and Aquila, the list goes on (read Romans 16 
sometimes). While some of Paul's greatest legacies are the scriptures God allowed him to pen. 
Another aspect of his legacy were the women and men he mentored. This causes me to think 
about people I have mentored along the way. Lord, I pray that I have been a faithful mentor 
over my years as a believer. And I pray, Lord, that in my remaining years I might mentor more 
and more men and women in the faith of Jesus Christ. 

 
 

Sunday, December 26, 2021 - Sunday Worship  
 
 

If any of my thoughts or the Bible readings spark questions send an email reply and I will do my 
best to answer all questions from people on the list… I will answer personal questions privately; 
general questions will be answered in a subsequent email installment.  
 
If you are reading along with me from the Living Hope website you can send questions or request 
being placed on the weekly email list by emailing Lisa at office@LivingHopeCT.org.   

 
 

Click here for an audio link to my sermons, https://livinghopect.org/resources/audio-sermons. 
Sermons are generally posted within 2 days. We also livestream our full services which are up on our 
YouTube channel, https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgKURRsbX92qqIFgDF1iRWA 

 
 

https://livinghopect.org/resources/audio-sermons
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgKURRsbX92qqIFgDF1iRWA

