
The Weekly Word 
Dec 13-19, 2021 

 
Hello Bible readers. This week we continue Luke’s account of the early church reading Acts 

15-16. I hope you are blessed as you join me. Happy reading… 
Grace and Peace, Bill  

 
To hear the Bible read click this link… http://www.biblegateway.com/resources/audio/. 

 
 

Monday, December 13: Acts 15:1-21 NIV2011 
1 Certain people came down from Judea to Antioch and were teaching the believers: “Unless 

you are circumcised, according to the custom taught by Moses, you cannot be saved.” 2 This 
brought Paul and Barnabas into sharp dispute and debate with them. So, Paul and Barnabas 
were appointed, along with some other believers, to go up to Jerusalem to see the apostles and 
elders about this question. 3 The church sent them on their way, and as they traveled through 
Phoenicia and Samaria, they told how the Gentiles had been converted. This news made all the 
believers very glad. 4 When they came to Jerusalem, they were welcomed by the church and the 
apostles and elders, to whom they reported everything God had done through them.  

5 Then some of the believers who belonged to the party of the Pharisees stood up and said, 
“The Gentiles must be circumcised and required to keep the law of Moses.”  

6 The apostles and elders met to consider this question. 7 After much discussion, Peter got up 
and addressed them: “Brothers, you know that some time ago God made a choice among you 
that the Gentiles might hear from my lips the message of the gospel and believe. 8 God, who 
knows the heart, showed that he accepted them by giving the Holy Spirit to them, just as he did 
to us. 9 He did not discriminate between us and them, for he purified their hearts by faith. 10 Now 
then, why do you try to test God by putting on the necks of Gentiles a yoke that neither we nor 
our ancestors have been able to bear? 11 No! We believe it is through the grace of our Lord Jesus 
that we are saved, just as they are.”  

12 The whole assembly became silent as they listened to Barnabas and Paul telling about the 
signs and wonders God had done among the Gentiles through them. 13 When they finished, 
James spoke up. “Brothers,” he said, “listen to me. 14 Simon has described to us how God first 
intervened to choose a people for his name from the Gentiles. 15 The words of the prophets are 
in agreement with this, as it is written:  

16 “ ‘After this I will return  
and rebuild David’s fallen tent.  

Its ruins I will rebuild,  
and I will restore it,  

17 that the rest of mankind may seek the Lord,  
even all the Gentiles who bear my name,  

says the Lord, who does these things’—  
18 things known from long ago.  



19 “It is my judgment, therefore, that we should not make it difficult for the Gentiles who are 
turning to God. 21 For the law of Moses has been preached in every city from the earliest times 
and is read in the synagogues on every Sabbath.”  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

The church arrived at a major crossroads… will Gentiles be required to be circumcised and 
therefore accept and follow all the OT law to become a follower of Jesus or not? This was a 
momentous decision, that we in the 21st century likely cannot fully fathom.  

Some people arrived in Antioch and began saying Gentiles needed to be circumcised in 
order to be saved. Church leaders thought it best to confer with the apostles and elders in 
Jerusalem, so they sent Paul and Barnabas and others to Jerusalem to discuss this question. At 
the “council of Jerusalem” the apostles and elders ultimately decided that faith in Jesus Christ 
alone brought salvation. Gentiles did not need to be circumcised before being saved. 

The apostles and elders met to discuss this issue and after a time of discussion, Peter stood 
and explained how God accepted Gentiles and gave them the Holy Spirit just as God did for the 
apostles and people in Jerusalem. He closed his argument against the need for circumcision 
with these words, “we believe it is through the grace of our Lord Jesus that we are saved, just as 
they are.”  

Next Paul and Barnabas rose to explain what God had been doing through their ministry in 
bringing Gentiles to faith in Jesus without circumcision. 

Finally, James, who appears to be the leader of the church in Jerusalem, stood and gave his 
judgment. “It is my judgment, therefore, that we should not make it difficult for the Gentiles 
who are turning to God. 20 Instead we should write to them, telling them to abstain from food 
polluted by idols, from sexual immorality, from the meat of strangled animals and from blood. 

With this, the matter is settled for all time. Faith in Jesus Christ alone is the entrance ticket 
to salvation. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

This is a momentous teaching for the church. Faith in Jesus Christ with no add-ons is the 
doorway for salvation. Gentiles do not need to become Jews first before they can follow Jesus. 
Circumcision, an important faith ritual for Jews, is not necessary for Gentiles. 

Peter's words communicate very well, “we believe it is through the grace of our Lord Jesus 
that we are saved, just as they are.”  

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

As a preacher of the Gospel, I must constantly guard against adding anything to the faith 
beyond the grace of Jesus Christ. For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this 
is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God -not by works, so that no one can boast (Ephesians 
2:8-9). 

 
 

Tuesday, December 14: Acts 15:22-35 NIV2011 



22 Then the apostles and elders, with the whole church, decided to choose some of their own 
men and send them to Antioch with Paul and Barnabas. They chose Judas (called Barsabbas) 
and Silas, men who were leaders among the believers. 23 With them they sent the following 
letter:  

The apostles and elders, your brothers,  

To the Gentile believers in Antioch, Syria and Cilicia:  

Greetings.  

24 We have heard that some went out from us without our authorization and disturbed 
you, troubling your minds by what they said. 25 So we all agreed to choose some men and 
send them to you with our dear friends Barnabas and Paul—26 men who have risked their 
lives for the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. 27 Therefore we are sending Judas and Silas to 
confirm by word of mouth what we are writing. 28 It seemed good to the Holy Spirit and to us 
not to burden you with anything beyond the following requirements: 29 You are to abstain 
from food sacrificed to idols, from blood, from the meat of strangled animals and from 
sexual immorality. You will do well to avoid these things.  

Farewell.  

30 So the men were sent off and went down to Antioch, where they gathered the church 
together and delivered the letter. 31 The people read it and were glad for its encouraging 
message. 32 Judas and Silas, who themselves were prophets, said much to encourage and 
strengthen the believers. 33 After spending some time there, they were sent off by the believers 
with the blessing of peace to return to those who had sent them. [34] 35 But Paul and Barnabas 
remained in Antioch, where they and many others taught and preached the word of the Lord.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

The apostles and elders decided that it was best to put their decision in writing and send it 
to the church in Antioch. In addition to writing a letter to the church they also decided to send 
two faithful brothers, Judas and Silas, to confirm through word of mouth what was written in 
the letter. 

Barnabas, Paul, Judas and Silas returned to Antioch and delivered the apostles’ decision. 
The church was glad to receive this word and embraced Judas and Silas, who were themselves 
prophets and spoke many words to encourage the church. Judas and Silas remained in Antioch 
for a while encouraging the church and then were sent back to Jerusalem. Paul and Barnabas 
remained in Antioch where they and others continued to teach and preach the word of God 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

Today's passage simply reinforces what we read and learned yesterday; nothing beyond the 
grace of Jesus Christ is necessary for salvation.  



A minor observation: in Luke's narrative the duo of Paul and Barnabas are always named in 
that order every time they are referenced after Acts 13:8. And yet in the letter from the 
apostles, Acts 15:25, they are named in the reverse order, Barnabas and Paul. Thinking about 
this, two thoughts emerge. One, Barnabas was part of the Jerusalem church and therefore 
would have been known to all of the apostles and elders. Secondly, when they set out from 
Jerusalem to Antioch, Barnabas was clearly the more experienced of the two.  

This is not a significant observation, but it does show how important context can be in the 
telling of a story. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

The Holy Spirit seems to be reminding me that there are times when clarifying important 
theological positions, it is wise to put things in writing so that you can express precisely what 
you want to express. I think of the church which labored in the writing of the Nicene Creed, for 
example. The church fathers did so because they wanted to clarify as clearly as possible the 
church’s understanding of the person of Jesus Christ, the second person of the Trinity. 

There are times when precision is important. God the Holy Spirit knew that this particular 
issue was one of those moments that needed precision for the church. May I be granted with 
the same wisdom as I lead the church as its teaching pastor. 

 
 

Wednesday, December 15: 15:36-41 NIV2011 
36 Some time later Paul said to Barnabas, “Let us go back and visit the believers in all the 

towns where we preached the word of the Lord and see how they are doing.” 37 Barnabas 
wanted to take John, also called Mark, with them, 38 but Paul did not think it wise to take him, 
because he had deserted them in Pamphylia and had not continued with them in the work. 
39 They had such a sharp disagreement that they parted company. Barnabas took Mark and 
sailed for Cyprus, 40 but Paul chose Silas and left, commended by the believers to the grace of 
the Lord. 41 He went through Syria and Cilicia, strengthening the churches.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

After encouraging the church in Antioch Paul and Barnabas determined to set out again in 
mission for Jesus. Sadly, a bitter dispute arose between the two of them over Barnabas’ desire 
to bring John Mark with them again. Paul was dead set against this because John Mark 
abandoned them in Pamphylia. Barnabas, the great encourager, decided to bring John Mark 
giving him a second chance. The dispute between Barnabas and Paul was so great they decided 
to part ways. Paul took Silas and headed back the churches to encourage them. Barnabas took 
John Mark and went in the direction of Cyprus. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

In reading this passage I see Romans 8:28 played out and living color. And we know that in 
all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called according to his 
purpose. It was not good that Paul and Barnabas had such a strong disagreement over the 
young man, John Mark, that they parted ways. Broken relationships and sin wedged these two 



great men of faith apart. Yet God worked for the good... By multiplying the evangelistic work of 
these two great leaders. Each chose a younger disciple to mentor as they went in separate 
directions with the Gospel of Jesus Christ. It is good that young men were being mentored by 
these exemplary leaders. Another good thing was that the Gospel outreach was multiplied. God 
truly does work for the good and those who love God and are called according to His purpose. 

It is also important to know that later in life these two men repair the break in their 
relationship. The Gospel works.  

Also, Barnabas’ encouragement of John Mark apparently helped him mature and grow. 
Eventually he became a helper to both Peter and Paul and most importantly the author of the 
Gospel that bears his name, Mark. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

I am struck by the power of encouragement. Barnabas seeking out Mark and giving him a 
second chance was likely the key influence in Mark's life. As I mentioned above Mark eventually 
becomes a helper to both Peter and Paul and the author of the second gospel. What a great gift 
Mark became to the church.  

We need to thank Barnabas, the great encourager, for the trail of foundational faith that we 
hold in our hands because of his decision to encourage younger men. Because of Barnabas’ 
work, Paul became who he was and we have all those letters in the New Testament that Paul 
penned. And because of Barnabas we have the gospel of Mark. Such is the power of deep and 
abiding encouragement. 

Who am I encouraging? 
 
 

Thursday, December 16: Acts 16:1-10 NIV2011 
1 Paul came to Derbe and then to Lystra, where a disciple named Timothy lived, whose 

mother was Jewish and a believer but whose father was a Greek. 2 The believers at Lystra and 
Iconium spoke well of him. 3 Paul wanted to take him along on the journey, so he circumcised 
him because of the Jews who lived in that area, for they all knew that his father was a Greek. 
4 As they traveled from town to town, they delivered the decisions reached by the apostles and 
elders in Jerusalem for the people to obey. 5 So the churches were strengthened in the faith and 
grew daily in numbers.  

6 Paul and his companions traveled throughout the region of Phrygia and Galatia, having 
been kept by the Holy Spirit from preaching the word in the province of Asia. 7 When they came 
to the border of Mysia, they tried to enter Bithynia, but the Spirit of Jesus would not allow them 
to. 8 So they passed by Mysia and went down to Troas. 9 During the night Paul had a vision of a 
man of Macedonia standing and begging him, “Come over to Macedonia and help us.” 10 After 
Paul had seen the vision, we got ready at once to leave for Macedonia, concluding that God had 
called us to preach the gospel to them.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

Luke's narrative now follows the travels in ministry of Paul. Paul begins to visit regions 
where he has already been encouraging the churches there. While in Lystra Paul is introduced 
to a young disciple named Timothy, whose mother was a Jewish believer and father a Greek. 



Helped by the strong recommendation of Timothy's character Paul invites Timothy to join him 
on his mission tour. But first, since he was from a mixed ancestry, Paul has Timothy 
circumcised, not because it is necessary for salvation but because he does not want it to be a 
hinderance in ministry to Jews throughout the region. As they travel, they delivered the 
teaching of the apostles and elders and strengthened the faith of the churches. Daily, the 
numbers of believers continued to grow. 

They traveled throughout the general region of Phrygia and Galatia but the Holy Spirit 
would not allow them to enter the province of Asia. At one point Paul thought they should go 
into Bithynia but the Spirit of Jesus would not allow them to do that. (I wonder what means 
God used to prevent Paul from going into Bithynia.) They eventually made their way down to 
Troas where Paul had a vision. He saw a man from Macedonia beckoning him to come and help. 
Paul took this as a sign from the Lord and immediately he and his companions made plans to 
leave for Macedonia believing this was God's will for them. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

Two thoughts.  
First, I note Paul's sensitivity to culture. His desire to have Timothy circumcised, not for 

religious reasons but for cultural connection reasons, suggests successful connections with 
those outside the church means recognizing cultural barriers and doing what we can without 
compromising our faith to connect with them. 

Second, I noticed that Paul was raring to go. His heart is bent on serving Jesus and extending 
the name of Jesus to areas that had not yet been evangelized. In his zeal to spread the name of 
Jesus Christ there were times when God prevented him from going to particular places. (Oh, 
how I wish we knew how God spoke so clearly to Paul.) Paul was constantly listening to and 
available to the Lord God, so when God said, “no”, Paul obeyed. Then eventually when God said 
“go”, as God did in vision, Paul immediately got ready to go immediately. This suggests that if 
we keep our ears pinned to God's frequency, constantly listening to the Lord, He will direct us. 
God will show us where He wants us to go and where He does not want us to go. Additionally, it 
seems that Paul's desire and zeal was honored as God kept using him to spread the gospel of 
Jesus Christ. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

As I sit with this passage today it is Paul's zeal for the Lord and his willingness to go and to 
do, believing that God will stop him when his direction is wrong and God will open the doors 
when His direction is right that strikes me 

Lord God, you have led me all my life long. Please continue to lead me into a life that is 
faithful to You and useful to You in spreading the name of Jesus Christ near and far. Amen. 

 
 

Friday, December 17: Acts 16::11-15 NIV2011 
11 From Troas we put out to sea and sailed straight for Samothrace, and the next day we 

went on to Neapolis. 12 From there we traveled to Philippi, a Roman colony and the leading city 
of that district of Macedonia. And we stayed there several days.  



13 On the Sabbath we went outside the city gate to the river, where we expected to find a 
place of prayer. We sat down and began to speak to the women who had gathered there. 14 One 
of those listening was a woman from the city of Thyatira named Lydia, a dealer in purple cloth. 
She was a worshiper of God. The Lord opened her heart to respond to Paul’s message. 15 When 
she and the members of her household were baptized, she invited us to her home. “If you 
consider me a believer in the Lord,” she said, “come and stay at my house.” And she persuaded 
us.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

Paul, Timothy, and likely Silas eventually made their way to Philippi, a Roman colony and 
leading city in Macedonia. On the Sabbath (apparently there was no synagogue) they went to a 
location by the river where they anticipated finding a place of prayer. Paul sat down and began 
to speak with the women who had gathered there. One of the women was Lydia, a dealer in 
purple cloth (this suggests she was a successful businesswoman since purple cloth was the most 
expensive cloth). Lydia, a worshipper of God (suggesting she was Gentile), was drawn to faith in 
Jesus through Paul's message. She and the members of her household were baptized. At that 
point she invited Paul and his team to stay in her house, if you consider me a believer in the 
Lord come stay at my house. And they did. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

As a Christ follower the first thing I noticed is that Paul was obedient to God’s call to go to 
Macedonia. God did not give him a specific location, so Paul followed his best inclinations and 
went to a leading city within the region. Paul sought out a location where he thought people 
might be praying and began to share the message of Jesus. He found a number of women 
gathering (it is interesting that Paul would be willing to cross the gender divide in order to share 
the gospel. He is following the model of Jesus, who with the woman at the well, was willing to 
cross the gender divide so that all people might hear the gospel of Jesus Christ). 

I also observed that baptism was administered very soon after conversion. And in an 
interesting sideline we're told Lydia and her entire family were baptized. I find this interesting 
on two accounts. One, that Lydia is mentioned as the head of the family. And two, I wonder 
who was included in that statement. Did it include any household servants and/or children? 
Understanding a bit of the culture and that Lydia was likely highly successful in her business 
suggest her “household” likely included both. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

Through this passage God reminds me that to share the gospel with all people. A Christ 
follower must be willing to cross boundaries in order to make sure that all people hear the 
name of Jesus. This of course must be done with cultural sensitivity and appropriateness. 

The passage also reminds me that there is wisdom in going to places where people have a 
spiritual hunger. In this passage Paul goes and looks for ‘a place of prayer.’ 

 
 

Saturday, December 18: Acts 16:16-40 NIV2011 



16 Once when we were going to the place of prayer, we were met by a female slave who had 
a spirit by which she predicted the future. She earned a great deal of money for her owners by 
fortune-telling. 17 She followed Paul and the rest of us, shouting, “These men are servants of the 
Most High God, who are telling you the way to be saved.” 18 She kept this up for many days. 
Finally Paul became so annoyed that he turned around and said to the spirit, “In the name of 
Jesus Christ I command you to come out of her!” At that moment the spirit left her.  

19 When her owners realized that their hope of making money was gone, they seized Paul 
and Silas and dragged them into the marketplace to face the authorities. 20 They brought them 
before the magistrates and said, “These men are Jews, and are throwing our city into an uproar 
21 by advocating customs unlawful for us Romans to accept or practice.”  

22 The crowd joined in the attack against Paul and Silas, and the magistrates ordered them 
to be stripped and beaten with rods. 23 After they had been severely flogged, they were thrown 
into prison, and the jailer was commanded to guard them carefully. 24 When he received these 
orders, he put them in the inner cell and fastened their feet in the stocks.  

25 About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the other 
prisoners were listening to them. 26 Suddenly there was such a violent earthquake that the 
foundations of the prison were shaken. At once all the prison doors flew open, and everyone’s 
chains came loose. 27 The jailer woke up, and when he saw the prison doors open, he drew his 
sword and was about to kill himself because he thought the prisoners had escaped. 28 But Paul 
shouted, “Don’t harm yourself! We are all here!”  

29 The jailer called for lights, rushed in and fell trembling before Paul and Silas. 30 He then 
brought them out and asked, “Sirs, what must I do to be saved?”  

31 They replied, “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved—you and your household.” 
32 Then they spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all the others in his house. 33 At that hour 
of the night the jailer took them and washed their wounds; then immediately he and all his 
household were baptized. 34 The jailer brought them into his house and set a meal before them; 
he was filled with joy because he had come to believe in God—he and his whole household.  

35 When it was daylight, the magistrates sent their officers to the jailer with the order: 
“Release those men.” 36 The jailer told Paul, “The magistrates have ordered that you and Silas be 
released. Now you can leave. Go in peace.”  

37 But Paul said to the officers: “They beat us publicly without a trial, even though we are 
Roman citizens, and threw us into prison. And now do they want to get rid of us quietly? No! Let 
them come themselves and escort us out.”  

38 The officers reported this to the magistrates, and when they heard that Paul and Silas 
were Roman citizens, they were alarmed. 39 They came to appease them and escorted them 
from the prison, requesting them to leave the city. 40 After Paul and Silas came out of the prison, 
they went to Lydia’s house, where they met with the brothers and sisters and encouraged them. 
Then they left. 

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

Luke conveys a particular incident during Paul’s ministry in Philippi that eventually led to his 
leaving of the city. 

A female slave with the (demonic) power of predicting the future began to follow Paul on 
his treks to and from the place of prayer. Day after day as she followed them, she would “these 



men are servants of the most high God, who are telling you the way to be saved”. This became a 
deep annoyance for Paul and his team. One day he finally turned and said to her, “in the name 
of Jesus Christ I command you to come out of her! The evil spirit left her immediately”. 

While this may be freeing for the woman, her owners realized that their hope of making 
money through her demonic gift was now gone so they seized Paul and Silas. They took them to 
the magistrates saying that they were Jews who were throwing the city into an uproar 
advocating unlawful practices. A crowd joined the attack on Paul and Silas. The magistrates had 
Paul and Silas beaten with rods, flogged and thrown into prison, into the inner cell and chained 
at the feet with irons. 

Paul and Silas spent their time in prison praying and singing hymns to God. Prisoners and 
jailer were listening to them. Suddenly around midnight a violent earthquake shook the prison 
opened all the cell doors and opened all the chains that were holding the prisoners. When the 
prison guard woke up and realized the prison and stocks were open, he was about to kill 
himself but Paul shouted for him to stop because all the prisoners were still present. The jailer 
called for lights and when he could finally see he ran in and fell at Paul's feet and asked, “what 
must I do to be saved”? 

Their reply was the simple truth of the gospel, believe in the Lord Jesus and you will be 
saved - you and your household”. Paul seized the moment to speak to those who were present 
about the Lord. (It appears that the jailer may have lived at the jail or that somehow the jail was 
attached to his house.) The jailer then brought Paul and Silas into his house and bandaged their 
wounds. He was filled with joy because he had come to believe in the Lord. He and his 
household were baptized. 

In the morning the magistrates and officials sent word to the jailor to release Paul and Silas. 
When the jailer said to him that they could leave Paul replied, “they beat us without a public 
trial and we are Roman citizens and they threw us into prison. And now they want to get rid of 
us quietly? No! Let them come themselves and escort us out”. 

When the magistrates learned that Paul and Silas were Roman citizens they were alarmed 
and began to appease Paul and escorted him out of prison, requesting that he leave the city. 
After they were released Paul and Silas went to Lydia’s house where they encourage the 
brothers and sisters in Jesus. And then they left Philippi. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

This account reminds us that God will see His will completed. In this case God uses a miracle 
to draw the jailer and his family to Christ. 

Paul and Silas model for the church the lengths to which we may be called while being a 
servant of Jesus Christ. Paul and Silas endured great bodily harm in their ministry for Jesus 
Christ. As such they model for us the lengths to which we, as ordinary followers of Jesus, may 
be called by the Lord. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

One of the recurring teachings of Acts is the lengths to which God may ask His followers to 
go to share the gospel. Would I be willing to give my body for the sake of Jesus Christ the Lord? 



And then rise from beatings to continue the work of sharing Jesus knowing that more beatings 
might result?  

Lord, as I sit with this passage opened before me I wonder how faithful I truly am? All to 
Jesus, I surrender...Amen. 

 
 

Sunday, December 19, 2021 - Sunday Worship  
 
 

If any of my thoughts or the Bible readings spark questions send an email reply and I will do my 
best to answer all questions from people on the list… I will answer personal questions privately; 
general questions will be answered in a subsequent email installment.  
 
If you are reading along with me from the Living Hope website you can send questions or request 
being placed on the weekly email list by emailing Lisa at office@LivingHopeCT.org.   

 
 

Click here for an audio link to my sermons, https://livinghopect.org/resources/audio-sermons. 
Sermons are generally posted within 2 days. We also livestream our full services which are up on our 
YouTube channel, https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgKURRsbX92qqIFgDF1iRWA 

 
 

https://livinghopect.org/resources/audio-sermons
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgKURRsbX92qqIFgDF1iRWA

