
The Weekly Word 
Dec 6-12, 2021 

 
Hello Bible readers. This week we continue Luke’s account of the early chruch, reading Acts 

13-14. I hope you are blessed as you join me. Happy reading… 
Grace and Peace, Bill  

 
To hear the Bible read click this link… http://www.biblegateway.com/resources/audio/. 

 
 

Monday, December 6: Acts 12:25,13:1-3 NIV2011 
12:25 When Barnabas and Saul had finished their mission, they returned from Jerusalem, 

taking with them John, also called Mark. 

1 Now in the church at Antioch there were prophets and teachers: Barnabas, Simeon called 
Niger, Lucius of Cyrene, Manaen (who had been brought up with Herod the tetrarch) and Saul. 
2 While they were worshiping the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, “Set apart for me 
Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them.” 3 So after they had fasted and 
prayed, they placed their hands on them and sent them off.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

The last we heard of Barnabas and Saul; they were taking gifts from the church in Antioch to 
believers in Jerusalem because of a prophetic word by a prophet Agabus. 

Today's reading begins with Barnabas and Saul returning to Antioch. Traveling with them is 
John also called Mark. 

Luke now gives us a brief glimpse into the church at Antioch, as he lists some of the 
prophets and teachers. Barnabas and Saul we know. Additionally, there is a man named Simeon 
called Niger, and Lucius of Cyrene, finally Manaen (who had been brought up with Herod the 
tetrarch. (There is quite a diversity in these six names. Barnabas, we know had some wealth. Saul was 
from Tarsus and studied with one of the leading rabbis of the time. It appears that Simeon was someone 
with a black complexion likely from North Africa. Lucius is from Cyrene, also in North Africa. And 
Manean was raised in the exclusive Herod family.) 

While they were worshipping and fasting and praying together God the Holy Spirit spoke to them 
and told them to set apart Barnabas and Saul for a particular work God had called them to. I love the 
immediacy with which the people bless them by the laying on of hands and send them off. (When God 
speaks these early believers listen and obey.) 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

This picture of the church contains a vivid diversity even among the six names. Roman 
names and Jewish names. Those raised with the very privileged. People of different ethnicities. 
It is quite exciting to see the early church blend together people from a wide spectrum of 
backgrounds and ethnicities as one family in God's name. 

This group is also illustrative of faith… they spend time in prayer together and then when 
they hear the voice of God, they live out what God tells them to do, in this case setting apart 
Barnabas and Saul for a particular work of God. 



Would that we in the contemporary church listen and obey as our brothers and sisters in 
the early church did. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

I find myself longing for churches where ethnic and cultural backgrounds do not matter. A 
church where everyone is loved and in that love, everyone is truly seeking after God who then 
sends us out to do His bidding in the world. 

 
 

Tuesday, December 7: Acts 13:4-12 NIV2011 
4 The two of them, sent on their way by the Holy Spirit, went down to Seleucia and sailed 

from there to Cyprus. 5 When they arrived at Salamis, they proclaimed the word of God in the 
Jewish synagogues. John was with them as their helper.  

6 They traveled through the whole island until they came to Paphos. There they met a Jewish 
sorcerer and false prophet named Bar-Jesus, 7 who was an attendant of the proconsul, Sergius 
Paulus. The proconsul, an intelligent man, sent for Barnabas and Saul because he wanted to 
hear the word of God. 8 But Elymas the sorcerer (for that is what his name means) opposed 
them and tried to turn the proconsul from the faith. 9 Then Saul, who was also called Paul, filled 
with the Holy Spirit, looked straight at Elymas and said, 10 “You are a child of the devil and an 
enemy of everything that is right! You are full of all kinds of deceit and trickery. Will you never 
stop perverting the right ways of the Lord? 11 Now the hand of the Lord is against you. You are 
going to be blind for a time, not even able to see the light of the sun.”  

Immediately mist and darkness came over him, and he groped about, seeking someone to 
lead him by the hand. 12 When the proconsul saw what had happened, he believed, for he was 
amazed at the teaching about the Lord.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

With today’s reading we began to follow the exploits of Barnabas and Saul.  
Luke tells us that they sailed to Cyprus and that John, who is also called Mark, was with 

them as a helper. In Cyprus they travel throughout the entire island and eventually meet a false 
prophet and sorcerer named Bar Jesus (son of Jesus). This person was an attendant to the 
proconsul Sergius Paulus. Now the proconsul sent for Barnabas and Saul because he was 
interested in hearing the word of God. But the sorcerer was bent on trying to turn the 
proconsul from the faith. Saul, also called Paul, eventually confronted the sorcerer calling him a 
child of the devil and an enemy of everything that is right... Full of all kinds of deceit and 
trickery. Again, Paul confronted him, will you never stop perverting the right ways of the Lord? 
Then Paul called a curse from the Lord down upon the sorcerer that he would be totally blind 
for a time. Immediately blindness came over him and he began to grasp for someone to lead 
him by the hand. When the proconsul saw what happened, he believed for he was amazed at 
the teaching of the Lord. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 



It strikes me that the Word of the Lord holds prominence over and above the miraculous 
judgement Paul spoke against the sorcerer. First, the Word’s importance is noted in verse 7 
when the proconsul, Sergius Paulus, wanted to hear the Word of God from Barnabas and Paul. 
Then after Paul confronts the sorcerer and calls blindness down upon him, we are told in verse 
12 that the proconsul saw what happened and believed, “for he was amazed at the teaching 
about the Lord.” Initially it's the Word of God and then later it's the teaching about the Lord 
that draws Sergius Paulus to faith. Certainly, the spiritual power of Paul to call down blindness 
on the sorcerer was part of what drew the proconsul to the Lord. But it was the bedrock of the 
word of God and the teachings of the Lord that enabled him to have faith and upon which he 
built his faith. 

The spiritual power of miracles is quite regularly displayed in the book of Acts but it is the 
word of God and that provides the teaching of the Lord upon which faith is built. The 
miraculous point to God; the Word of God teaches us about God. Experience and spiritual 
power are important, and they testified to the life-change God can bring within us but it is the 
truth of God's Word upon which the church builds its life.  

We, in the 21st century church, must never forget our true power to influence culture is 
God’s Word. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

I must be careful not to allow experience to supersede what God's Word teaches. Is the 
Word of God, the Truth of God, the teachings of the Lord that must form the bedrock of my 
faith. I must never substitute experience or even moments of spiritual power for God’s Word of 
Truth. 

Lord may Your Word, and your Word alone support my faith in you, Jesus. Amen. 
 
 

Wednesday, December 8: 13:13-52 NIV2011 
13 From Paphos, Paul and his companions sailed to Perga in Pamphylia, where John left them 

to return to Jerusalem. 14 From Perga they went on to Pisidian Antioch. On the Sabbath they 
entered the synagogue and sat down. 15 After the reading from the Law and the Prophets, the 
leaders of the synagogue sent word to them, saying, “Brothers, if you have a word of 
exhortation for the people, please speak.”  

16 Standing up, Paul motioned with his hand and said: “Fellow Israelites and you Gentiles 
who worship God, listen to me! 17 The God of the people of Israel chose our ancestors; he made 
the people prosper during their stay in Egypt; with mighty power he led them out of that 
country; 18 for about forty years he endured their conduct e in the wilderness; 19 and he 
overthrew seven nations in Canaan, giving their land to his people as their inheritance. 20 All this 
took about 450 years.  

“After this, God gave them judges until the time of Samuel the prophet. 21 Then the people 
asked for a king, and he gave them Saul son of Kish, of the tribe of Benjamin, who ruled forty 
years. 22 After removing Saul, he made David their king. God testified concerning him: ‘I have 
found David son of Jesse, a man after my own heart; he will do everything I want him to do.’  

23 “From this man’s descendants God has brought to Israel the Savior Jesus, as he promised. 
24 Before the coming of Jesus, John preached repentance and baptism to all the people of Israel. 



25 As John was completing his work, he said: ‘Who do you suppose I am? I am not the one you 
are looking for. But there is one coming after me whose sandals I am not worthy to untie.’  

26 “Fellow children of Abraham and you God-fearing Gentiles, it is to us that this message of 
salvation has been sent. 27 The people of Jerusalem and their rulers did not recognize Jesus, yet 
in condemning him they fulfilled the words of the prophets that are read every Sabbath. 
28 Though they found no proper ground for a death sentence, they asked Pilate to have him 
executed. 29 When they had carried out all that was written about him, they took him down from 
the cross and laid him in a tomb. 30 But God raised him from the dead, 31 and for many days he 
was seen by those who had traveled with him from Galilee to Jerusalem. They are now his 
witnesses to our people.  

32 “We tell you the good news: What God promised our ancestors 33 he has fulfilled for us, 
their children, by raising up Jesus. As it is written in the second Psalm:  

“ ‘You are my son;  
today I have become your father.’ o  

34 God raised him from the dead so that he will never be subject to decay. As God has said,  

“ ‘I will give you the holy and sure blessings promised to David.’ p  

35 So it is also stated elsewhere:  

“ ‘You will not let your holy one see decay.’ q  

36 “Now when David had served God’s purpose in his own generation, he fell asleep; he was 
buried with his ancestors and his body decayed. 37 But the one whom God raised from the dead 
did not see decay.  

38 “Therefore, my friends, I want you to know that through Jesus the forgiveness of sins is 
proclaimed to you. 39 Through him everyone who believes is set free from every sin, a 
justification you were not able to obtain under the law of Moses. 40 Take care that what the 
prophets have said does not happen to you:  

41 “ ‘Look, you scoffers,  
wonder and perish,  

for I am going to do something in your days  
that you would never believe,  
even if someone told you.’”  

42 As Paul and Barnabas were leaving the synagogue, the people invited them to speak 
further about these things on the next Sabbath. 43 When the congregation was dismissed, many 
of the Jews and devout converts to Judaism followed Paul and Barnabas, who talked with them 
and urged them to continue in the grace of God.  

44 On the next Sabbath almost the whole city gathered to hear the word of the Lord. 45 When 
the Jews saw the crowds, they were filled with jealousy. They began to contradict what Paul was 
saying and heaped abuse on him.  



46 Then Paul and Barnabas answered them boldly: “We had to speak the word of God to you 
first. Since you reject it and do not consider yourselves worthy of eternal life, we now turn to the 
Gentiles. 47 For this is what the Lord has commanded us:  

“ ‘I have made you a light for the Gentiles,  
that you may bring salvation to the ends of the earth.’”  

48 When the Gentiles heard this, they were glad and honored the word of the Lord; and all 
who were appointed for eternal life believed.  

49 The word of the Lord spread through the whole region. 50 But the Jewish leaders incited 
the God-fearing women of high standing and the leading men of the city. They stirred up 
persecution against Paul and Barnabas, and expelled them from their region. 51 So they shook 
the dust off their feet as a warning to them and went to Iconium. 52 And the disciples were filled 
with joy and with the Holy Spirit.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

This passage is a longer than what I am used to reading on any given day, but since it relates 
to one incident in Barnabas and Paul's life, I decided it was best to look at the whole rather than 
subdivide it. 

The basic flow of this passage is a significant incident that occurs in Pisidian Antioch. It is 
interesting to note that with this account Paul's name typically is mentioned first and Barnabas’ 
second. This likely indicates that Paul has taken the lead in the duo because he was the primary 
speaker. 

The lion share of this passage takes place in the synagogue. The synagogue leaders asked 
Paul and Barnabas if they had a word of exhortation for the people. Paul stood and gave an 
historical account of God's movement throughout the Old Testament. Beginning in Egypt he 
traced God’s movement on their behalf of God’s people. He recounts the time of the judges 
culminating in Samuel the prophet. Then through King Saul and King David, and ultimately 
leading to the preaching of John (the Baptist), and to the salvation message that comes through 
Jesus. Paul mentions Jesus’ death and resurrection, and that many had seen the resurrected 
Jesus. From this he turned to the Good News that comes from Jesus which is summarized 
wonderfully in verses 38 through 41: 

38 “Therefore, my friends, I want you to know that through Jesus the forgiveness of sins is 
proclaimed to you. 39 Through him everyone who believes is set free from every sin, a 
justification you were not able to obtain under the law of Moses. 40 Take care that what the 
prophets have said does not happen to you:  

41 “ ‘Look, you scoffers,  
wonder and perish,  

for I am going to do something in your days  
that you would never believe,  
even if someone told you.’”  

People were touched by Paul's message of the Gospel, and they invited Paul and Barnabas 
back the next Sabbath and then the next Sabbath. At this point the Jews began to grow jealous 



of Paul because people were listening and turning towards Jesus, so the Jewish leaders heaped 
insults on Paul. 

Paul and Barnabas answered the abuse boldly, saying that their call was to go to the Jewish 
nation first but since the Jews are rejecting their message they will now turn and offer the 
words of eternal life to the Gentiles. When the Gentiles heard this, they were glad and honored 
the word of the Lord; and all who were appointed for eternal life believed. 

As a result of their pivot, the word of God began to spread through the whole region. Then 
Jewish leaders incited men and women of high standing against Paul and Barnabas. This stirred 
up a persecution against the two of them resulting in their expulsion from the region. As Jesus 
directed, they shook the dust off their feet as a warning to the people and they set out for 
another town, Iconium. The disciples were filled with joy and the Holy Spirit. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

Barnabas and Paul exemplify believers called by God and willing to do whatever the Lord 
God would ask them to do. As men and women of God's church we may not be called to travel 
to foreign cities to preach the Gospel, but we should with equal zeal be willing to do whatever 
God calls us to do at home or wherever God would send us. The call of God is something every 
believer should seek and then follow. 

Secondly, a lesson to be learned is that following the Lord's leading does not mean that life 
will experience only success and delight. Paul and Barnabas faced the persecution head on, and 
in this case recognized that the persecution was a redirection from God, and a reason to move 
on from the community in which they were proselytizing to other more receptive communities. 

Thirdly, the closing sentence, the disciples were filled with joy and with the Holy Spirit, 
reminds us, even in the midst of hardship and pain, joy can fill us and the Holy Spirit will equally 
fill us and empower us. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

Personally, I need to continually make sure my ears are pinned open, and my heart is 
receptive to the leading of Jesus. Am I fully committed to everything He wants me to do? 
Anything less is a failure as a disciple. 

 
 

Thursday, December 9: Acts 14:1-7 NIV2011 
1 At Iconium Paul and Barnabas went as usual into the Jewish synagogue. There they spoke 

so effectively that a great number of Jews and Greeks believed. 2 But the Jews who refused to 
believe stirred up the other Gentiles and poisoned their minds against the brothers. 3 So Paul 
and Barnabas spent considerable time there, speaking boldly for the Lord, who confirmed the 
message of his grace by enabling them to perform signs and wonders. 4 The people of the city 
were divided; some sided with the Jews, others with the apostles. 5 There was a plot afoot 
among both Gentiles and Jews, together with their leaders, to mistreat them and stone them. 
6 But they found out about it and fled to the Lycaonian cities of Lystra and Derbe and to the 
surrounding country, 7 where they continued to preach the gospel.  

 



What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 
Paul and Barnabas move on to the next stop, Iconium. Immediately, they go to the 

synagogue to begin sharing the Good News of Jesus. Their words and ministry were so effective 
that many Jews and Greeks believed. Again, however, Jews who refuse to believe stirred up and 
poisoned the minds of Gentiles against Paul and Barnabas. Paul and Barnabas did not quit, 
instead they spent considerable time speaking boldly for the Lord, who confirmed the message 
of his grace by enabling them to perform signs and wonders. The people were divided some 
believing and some rejecting their message of Jesus. This time those opposed to them plotted 
to capture and stone them. Paul and Barbabus discovered the plot and left the city for the cities 
of Lystra and Derby where they continued to preach the gospel. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

Paul and Barnabas were relentlessness in following God's lead and doing God's will. They 
would not be deterred. When problems arose in one city, they set out for the next city. When 
problems arose there, they again moved on understanding their call was to preach the Gospel 
of Jesus Christ. 

If in a city the message was received readily, they preached. And if in a city it took 
considerable energy and boldness to argue for the Lord they continued to preach anyway. Their 
call was to preach and that's what they did. They preached in a city until circumstances, 
persecution, the threat of life or the voice of the Lord moved them to the next city. Wherever 
they went they were God's agent in that community. 

We in the church have much to learn from this duo about relentless pursuit of doing God's 
Will, and following God's lead, come what may. 

We also do not need to have a martyr complex. When trouble erupts, we need to accept it 
but if there is a way to move on and move past, we can do that as well. Everything is as the Lord 
leads. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

Over and over Paul and Barnabas’ travels pound to my heart real willingness to do God's 
Will facing whatever the world dishes out because I am doing God's Will. Their relentlessness 
puts my life to shame. God forgive me for the weenie level of faith. I pray for boldness to be 
Yours, Lord God, fully and completely. Amen. 

 
 

Friday, December 10: Acts 14:8-20 NIV2011 
8 In Lystra there sat a man who was lame. He had been that way from birth and had never 

walked. 9 He listened to Paul as he was speaking. Paul looked directly at him, saw that he had 
faith to be healed 10 and called out, “Stand up on your feet!” At that, the man jumped up and 
began to walk.  

11 When the crowd saw what Paul had done, they shouted in the Lycaonian language, “The 
gods have come down to us in human form!” 12 Barnabas they called Zeus, and Paul they called 
Hermes because he was the chief speaker. 13 The priest of Zeus, whose temple was just outside 



the city, brought bulls and wreaths to the city gates because he and the crowd wanted to offer 
sacrifices to them.  

14 But when the apostles Barnabas and Paul heard of this, they tore their clothes and rushed 
out into the crowd, shouting: 15 “Friends, why are you doing this? We too are only human, like 
you. We are bringing you good news, telling you to turn from these worthless things to the living 
God, who made the heavens and the earth and the sea and everything in them. 16 In the past, he 
let all nations go their own way. 17 Yet he has not left himself without testimony: He has shown 
kindness by giving you rain from heaven and crops in their seasons; he provides you with plenty 
of food and fills your hearts with joy.” 18 Even with these words, they had difficulty keeping the 
crowd from sacrificing to them.  

19 Then some Jews came from Antioch and Iconium and won the crowd over. They stoned 
Paul and dragged him outside the city, thinking he was dead. 20 But after the disciples had 
gathered around him, he got up and went back into the city. The next day he and Barnabas left 
for Derbe.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

In the city of Lystra Paul and Barnabas began their witness ministry. A man lame from birth 
listened intently as Paul spoke. Paul could see faith to be healed in the man, “Stand up on your 
feet”. The man jumped to his feet. The pagan nature of the crowd revealed itself about this 
miraculous healing. They shouted; the gods have come down to us in human form! Barnabas 
they called Zeus, and Paul they called Hermes because he was the chief speech speaker. The 
priests of Zeus rushed to offer sacrifices to them. When Paul and Barnabas realized what was 
going on they tore their clothes and rushed into the crowd shouting: “Friends, why are you 
doing this? We too are only human, like you. We are bringing you good news, telling you to turn 
from these worthless things to the living God, who made the heavens and the earth and the sea 
and everything in them… Even with words like this Paul and Barnabas had trouble keeping the 
people from sacrificing to them. 

Some Jews from Antioch and Iconium came and incited the crowd against Paul. They stoned 
Paul and dragged him outside the city believing he was dead. The disciples quickly converged 
around Paul. He got up went back into the city and the next day he and Barnabas left for Derbe. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

It is interesting to ponder what God is teaching in this passage. There is no mention of 
conversions except possibly for the man who is healed. Although the text only says he had faith 
to be healed; it never says he put his faith in Jesus Christ. This passage is a reminder that 
faithful ministry does not necessarily mean people coming to faith in Jesus. Sometimes the 
hearts of the people are so hard (like a well-worn path or stony field), that belief in Jesus will 
not penetrate and change lives. (Remember Jesus’ parable about the seed sown on four 
different kinds of soil.) Paul and Barnabas’ messages were identical here to what it had been in 
previous cities, yet there was no fruit. 

 
Another thing for us to learn is the importance of how one's culture interprets events. In 

this pantheon community people mistook Paul and Barnabas for deities. This would never 



happen in a Jewish land where they firmly believed in only one God. This is a reminder that we 
must constantly contextualize our message to the people with whom we are speaking and their 
history and culture. A people's history and culture may misunderstand certain elements of the 
Gospel or as in this case the power of the Gospel so we have to be ready to correct any of their 
crooked thinking. Even as Paul and Barnabas sought to do this, we learn the lesson that it is not 
always easy to correct crooked thinking.  

Third, opposition may arise as it did when the Jews from other cities arrived to discredit 
Paul and Barnabas. (There is an interesting irony here since Paul was one of the first zealous 
Jews who sought to discredit and persecute Christians.) 

Finally, I find it interesting that this miracle by Paul mirrors the first miracle Peter did in 
Jerusalem and miracles that Jesus did. By healing this lame man Luke has elevated Paul to the 
status of Peter, at least in terms of his narrative in Acts. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

A word I keep hearing in my heart is faithfulness. God calls me to faithfulness. I see this play 
out in this passage in the vigor of Paul and Barnabas as they begin ministry in this new city. I 
observe it as Paul extends healing to this man and then when people misinterpret their action, 
they immediately make certain that people understand the power is not in them but in God 
Almighty. Finally, Paul is willing to endure torture for the name of Jesus. And then rise from his 
torture to continue the mission the Lord God called them to.  

This duo had incredible faithfulness... Lord, work on my heart, mind, soul, strength. Help me 
grow in faithfulness. Amen. 

 
 

Saturday, December 11: Acts 14:21-28 NIV2011 
21 They preached the gospel in that city and won a large number of disciples. Then they 

returned to Lystra, Iconium and Antioch, 22 strengthening the disciples and encouraging them to 
remain true to the faith. “We must go through many hardships to enter the kingdom of God,” 
they said. 23 Paul and Barnabas appointed elders a for them in each church and, with prayer and 
fasting, committed them to the Lord, in whom they had put their trust. 24 After going through 
Pisidia, they came into Pamphylia, 25 and when they had preached the word in Perga, they went 
down to Attalia.  

26 From Attalia they sailed back to Antioch, where they had been committed to the grace of 
God for the work they had now completed. 27 On arriving there, they gathered the church 
together and reported all that God had done through them and how he had opened a door of 
faith to the Gentiles. 28 And they stayed there a long time with the disciples.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

In the city of Derbe they immediately set to the task of preaching and the number of 
disciples grew quickly. Then they decided to return to cities they had already visited, Lystra, 
Iconium and Iconium, in order to strengthen and encourage the believers in those cities. Part of 
their message to those believers was, We must go through many hardships to enter the 
kingdom of God. Then Paul and Barnabas appointed elders in each church. They prayed and 
fasted and committed them to the Lord. (What trust Paul and Barnabas have in the guiding 



hand of the Holy Spirit. These churches were in their infancy yet Paul and Barnabas believed 
that God would guide the churches through their appointed elders.) 

They traveled through some other cities on their way back to Antioch. Of course, they 
preached in each city. Then when they return to Antioch, their sending church, they gathered 
with the church and gave record of all the things God was doing through them and how the 
door to Gentiles had opened. Paul and Barnabas stayed with the church in Antioch for a long 
time. (One gets the sense that the church nourished them and supported them and rejoiced 
with them that the Gospel was alive and growing throughout the world.) 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

Paul and Barnabas returned to their sending church, Antioch, in order to report how 
ministry was going and to be “refreshed” both financially and emotionally before returning to 
the mission field. This is a model used by present day missionaries who come back from the 
field on furlough and report to their supporting churches what God is doing through them. 

Another observation is the importance of encouragement for fledgling churches. The fact 
that Paul and Barnabas returned to cities from which they were thrown out and persecuted 
speaks volumes about how important encouraging churches, particularly young churches, must 
have been in the economy of God. Since I believe Paul and Barnabas were being led by the Holy 
Spirit, it was God Himself that prompted them to encourage these young churches and to 
appoint elders over these young churches. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

I am wondering how I might best encourage and to strengthen the church I have been 
called to pastor. It seems that the point of refreshment and encouragement is that the 
churches are able to stand on their own, remaining faithful to Jesus and continuing to reach out 
in Jesus’ name. 

 
 

Sunday, December 12, 2021 - Sunday Worship  
 
 

If any of my thoughts or the Bible readings spark questions send an email reply and I will do my 
best to answer all questions from people on the list… I will answer personal questions privately; 
general questions will be answered in a subsequent email installment.  
 
If you are reading along with me from the Living Hope website you can send questions or request 
being placed on the weekly email list by emailing Lisa at office@LivingHopeCT.org.   

 
 

Click here for an audio link to my sermons, https://livinghopect.org/resources/audio-sermons. 
Sermons are generally posted within 2 days. We also livestream our full services which are up on our 
YouTube channel, https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgKURRsbX92qqIFgDF1iRWA 

 
 

https://livinghopect.org/resources/audio-sermons
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgKURRsbX92qqIFgDF1iRWA

