
The Weekly Word 
November 29-Dec 5, 2021 

 
Hello Bible readers.  This week we continue Luke’s account of the early church, reading Acts 

11-12. I hope you are blessed as you join me. Happy reading… 
Grace and Peace, Bill  

 
To hear the Bible read click this link… http://www.biblegateway.com/resources/audio/. 

 
 

Monday, November 29: Acts 11:1-19 NIV2011 
1 The apostles and the believers throughout Judea heard that the Gentiles also had received 

the word of God. 2 So when Peter went up to Jerusalem, the circumcised believers criticized him 
3 and said, “You went into the house of uncircumcised men and ate with them.”  

4 Starting from the beginning, Peter told them the whole story: 5 “I was in the city of Joppa 
praying, and in a trance I saw a vision. I saw something like a large sheet being let down from 
heaven by its four corners, and it came down to where I was. 6 I looked into it and saw four-
footed animals of the earth, wild beasts, reptiles and birds. 7 Then I heard a voice telling me, 
‘Get up, Peter. Kill and eat.’  

8 “I replied, ‘Surely not, Lord! Nothing impure or unclean has ever entered my mouth.’  
9 “The voice spoke from heaven a second time, ‘Do not call anything impure that God has 

made clean.’ 10 This happened three times, and then it was all pulled up to heaven again.  
11 “Right then three men who had been sent to me from Caesarea stopped at the house 

where I was staying. 12 The Spirit told me to have no hesitation about going with them. These six 
brothers also went with me, and we entered the man’s house. 13 He told us how he had seen an 
angel appear in his house and say, ‘Send to Joppa for Simon who is called Peter. 14 He will bring 
you a message through which you and all your household will be saved.’  

15 “As I began to speak, the Holy Spirit came on them as he had come on us at the beginning. 
16 Then I remembered what the Lord had said: ‘John baptized with water, but you will be 
baptized with the Holy Spirit.’ 17 So if God gave them the same gift he gave us who believed in 
the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I to think that I could stand in God’s way?”  

18 When they heard this, they had no further objections and praised God, saying, “So then, 
even to Gentiles God has granted repentance that leads to life.”  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

When Peter went home to Jerusalem the believers there (who were all Jews at the time) 
we're very unhappy with Peter. They accused him, “you went into the house of uncircumcised 
men and ate with them”. 

In response Peter told them the whole story of his adventure to Joppa including the vision 
he had seen, and the vision Cornelius had seen. I will not repeat the story here, but Luke 
repeats the story almost verbatim in his text. (This is clearly a very important story for the 
church. The fact that Luke records the incident twice underscores how important this event was 
in the life of the early church.) 



As Peter began to wind down his account, he explained that as he spoke to the Gentiles in 
Cornelius’ house the Holy Spirit came down on the people in that house, “as he had come on us 
at the beginning”. Peter then reminds them of what Jesus said: “John baptized with water but 
you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit”. Peter then nails his response to the people saying, “so 
if God gave them the same gift he gave us who believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I to 
think that I could stand in God's way”? 

At this people praise God and had no further objections in fact they went about saying, “so 
then, even to the gentiles God has granted repentance that leads to life”. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

Retelling the story virtually verbatim underscores the importance of this event in the life of 
the church. God needed to move His people to realize that everyone was invited to faith in 
Jesus Christ. It does not matter whether you are a Jew or a Gentile. male or female, slave or 
free, everyone is invited to faith in Jesus. 

This is such an important lesson for the church to learn. And it remains true today. Although 
the distinctions today may not be Jew versus Gentile, we must be careful not to erect barriers 
of culture that bar people from faith in Jesus Christ.  

The Gospel message is for everyone. 
 

What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 
Have I erected barriers in my life that wall off certain people from faith in Jesus? Or do I 

avoid presenting the Gospel to certain “types” of people? 
 
 

Tuesday, November 30: Acts 11:19-24 NIV2011 
19 Now those who had been scattered by the persecution that broke out when Stephen was 

killed traveled as far as Phoenicia, Cyprus and Antioch, spreading the word only among Jews. 
20 Some of them, however, men from Cyprus and Cyrene, went to Antioch and began to speak to 
Greeks also, telling them the good news about the Lord Jesus. 21 The Lord’s hand was with them, 
and a great number of people believed and turned to the Lord.  

22 News of this reached the church in Jerusalem, and they sent Barnabas to Antioch. 23 When 
he arrived and saw what the grace of God had done, he was glad and encouraged them all to 
remain true to the Lord with all their hearts. 24 He was a good man, full of the Holy Spirit and 
faith, and a great number of people were brought to the Lord.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

Luke returns to the scattering of disciples that occurred because of the persecution that 
erupted after Stephen’s martyrdom. Believers were scattered as far as Phoenicia and Cyprus 
and Antioch; the Word of God spread among the Jews in those cities. (Luke is clear that the 
word spread only among the Jews.) 

Then Luke reports an amazing development. Some believers from Cyprus and Cyrene began 
to speak to Greeks in Antioch telling them about the Good News of Jesus. God was with them, 
and Greeks turn to the Lord through faith in Jesus. When news of Greek believers reached 



Jerusalem, they sent Barnabas to Antioch. When he arrived, he realized that the grace of God 
was boldly working among the Gentiles and that they were true believers. Barnabas was filled 
by the Holy Spirit and through him a great number of people believed in Jesus. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

The Gospel is spreading because of the word spoken by un-named believers. In this the 
early church sets a tremendous example to those of us who believe in Jesus today. Average 
believers can spread the name of Jesus. We all have a part to play in spreading the Good News 
of Jesus around the world. Some truly brave and Spirit-led believers began to tell non-Jews 
about the Lord. God blessed these endeavors and brought Gentiles into his Kingdom. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

Lord, to be an unnamed believer spreading the name and fame of Jesus... Give me grace 
and courage to be such a person of faith. 

 
 

Wednesday, December 1: 11:25-30 NIV2011 
25 Then Barnabas went to Tarsus to look for Saul, 26 and when he found him, he brought him 

to Antioch. So for a whole year Barnabas and Saul met with the church and taught great 
numbers of people. The disciples were called Christians first at Antioch.  

27 During this time some prophets came down from Jerusalem to Antioch. 28 One of them, 
named Agabus, stood up and through the Spirit predicted that a severe famine would spread 
over the entire Roman world. (This happened during the reign of Claudius.) 29 The disciples, as 
each one was able, decided to provide help for the brothers and sisters living in Judea. 30 This 
they did, sending their gift to the elders by Barnabas and Saul.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

Barnabas, possibly recalling God’s anointing upon Saul and sending him to the Gentiles, 
goes and seeks out Saul in Tarsus. When he finds him he brings him to Antioch. There the two 
teach great numbers of people. 

Christ followers gained the name Christians in Antioch. 
The Holy Spirit gave a prophet, Agabus, a word about a severe famine that was going to 

spread throughout the Roman Empire. (Luke tells us the famine happened during the reign of 
Claudius.) As a gesture of love, the brothers and sisters in Antioch take up a spontaneous 
collection to help support the church in Judea. Barnabas and Saul will carry the offering back to 
the people in need 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

I love the way this passage shows the interconnection of the body of Christ. The new 
believers in Antioch have never met the brothers and sisters in Judea yet their heart breaks for 
them. When they hear about an impending famine, they take up an offering for their ‘family’ in 
need. Not only did this act of love cross geographical boundaries, it also crossed ethnic 



boundaries since the church in Antioch was largely Gentile while the church in Judea was 
largely Jewish.  

These early believers illustrate for us a wonderful compassion and interconnection within 
God’s church. There is one Church of Jesus Christ located in many different places. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

How connected am I to the larger body of Christ? Am I willing to give of my resources to 
brothers and sisters I don't know whom I learn are in need? Lord, I have a long way to go in 
growing and maturing in my faith. 

 
 

Thursday, December 2: Acts 12:1-10 NIV2011 
1 It was about this time that King Herod arrested some who belonged to the church, 

intending to persecute them. 2 He had James, the brother of John, put to death with the sword. 
3 When he saw that this met with approval among the Jews, he proceeded to seize Peter also. 
This happened during the Festival of Unleavened Bread. 4 After arresting him, he put him in 
prison, handing him over to be guarded by four squads of four soldiers each. Herod intended to 
bring him out for public trial after the Passover.  

5 So Peter was kept in prison, but the church was earnestly praying to God for him.  
6 The night before Herod was to bring him to trial, Peter was sleeping between two soldiers, 

bound with two chains, and sentries stood guard at the entrance. 7 Suddenly an angel of the 
Lord appeared and a light shone in the cell. He struck Peter on the side and woke him up. 
“Quick, get up!” he said, and the chains fell off Peter’s wrists.  

8 Then the angel said to him, “Put on your clothes and sandals.” And Peter did so. “Wrap 
your cloak around you and follow me,” the angel told him. 9 Peter followed him out of the 
prison, but he had no idea that what the angel was doing was really happening; he thought he 
was seeing a vision. 10 They passed the first and second guards and came to the iron gate 
leading to the city. It opened for them by itself, and they went through it. When they had 
walked the length of one street, suddenly the angel left him.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

King Herod started persecuting the church. He brought in the apostle James, the brother of 
John, and put him to death. Realizing that his poll numbers increased among the Jews, he had 
Peter arrested as well. (Note: not only are the Jews persecuting the church but now the 
government of the time is persecuting the church. I also notice that Herod is not persecuting 
the church, necessarily for ideological reasons, but because it gains him favor among a 
significant constituency, namely the Jews.) 

Peter’s arrest happened around the Feast of Unleavened Bread. Herod intended to bring 
him out for a public trial after the Passover and then execute him. (The timing of Peter’s arrest 
suggests it has been about a year since Jesus, Himself, was arrested and crucified.) Herod 
posted a significant guard around Peter, 16 soldiers.  

The church began to pray for Peter. 
The night before his trial, ”l Peter was asleep between two soldiers, bound with two chains, 

and centuries stood at the entrance”. An angel appeared to Peter, the angel’s presence lit up 



the cell. Peter was so fast asleep that the angel had to wake him. The angel called to him to get 
up and as he did the chains on his wrists fell off. The angel directed Peter to get dressed and 
Peter obeyed. Then he led Peter out of the prison past the first and second guards and through 
the iron gate leading to the city. The gate opened for them by itself. Then as they walked down 
the street away from the prison, all of a sudden the angel disappeared. 

Throughout this time Peter was not certain that he was escaping, he thought it might be a 
vision from God. (The fact that Peter thought this might be a vision tells me how vivid and real 
the visions were that the apostles and others had when the Lord showed up to them.) 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

We know that not everyone who is arrested gets set free. Again, Acts is descriptive not 
prescriptive. But one detail in this account offers a teaching moment for the church. Luke tells 
us the church was earnestly praying to God for Peter. The power of prayer. The power of united 
prayer. As the people of God, we must never forget the great tool God has given us in prayer. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

Passages like this constantly remind me how much I need to still grow in my understanding 
and practice of prayer. It also reminds me that prayer is not merely a personal part of my quiet 
time in the morning. Rather, prayer is an event for the whole church to be coordinated in, 
crying out to God together when significant needs arise.  

Oh God, why do I struggle to learn this lesson? 
 
 

Friday, December 3: Acts 12:11-19 NIV2011 
11 Then Peter came to himself and said, “Now I know without a doubt that the Lord has sent 

his angel and rescued me from Herod’s clutches and from everything the Jewish people were 
hoping would happen.”  

12 When this had dawned on him, he went to the house of Mary the mother of John, also 
called Mark, where many people had gathered and were praying. 13 Peter knocked at the outer 
entrance, and a servant named Rhoda came to answer the door. 14 When she recognized Peter’s 
voice, she was so overjoyed she ran back without opening it and exclaimed, “Peter is at the 
door!”  

15 “You’re out of your mind,” they told her. When she kept insisting that it was so, they said, 
“It must be his angel.”  

16 But Peter kept on knocking, and when they opened the door and saw him, they were 
astonished. 17 Peter motioned with his hand for them to be quiet and described how the Lord 
had brought him out of prison. “Tell James and the other brothers and sisters about this,” he 
said, and then he left for another place.  

18 In the morning, there was no small commotion among the soldiers as to what had become 
of Peter. 19 After Herod had a thorough search made for him and did not find him, he cross-
examined the guards and ordered that they be executed.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 



After the angel left Peter, he came to his senses and realized that God had saved him from 
the clutches of king Herod. Peter goes to the home of Mary, the mother of John, also called 
Mark because he wanted to let the church family know he was safe. The church was gathered 
in Mary's home praying for Peter. When he arrived he knocked on the outer gate. A servant 
named Rhonda heard the knocking and went out to check on things. When she realized it was 
Peter, she was so overjoyed she ran back into the prayer meeting and told everyone, Peter is at 
the door! 

The group thought she was out of her mind, but she kept insisting. Meanwhile, Peter kept 
knocking and eventually they opened the door and were astonished to see him. He quieted the 
group and explained what God had done for him. Then Peter told them to tell James and the 
other brothers and sisters about what happened to him. Then Peter left for a different location. 
In the morning there was quite a commotion at the prison when they couldn't find Peter in the 
prison. Herod made a thorough investigation which resulted in the execution of the 16 guards 
who were watching Peter. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

It is fascinating to me that a group of the church had gathered to pray for Peter, but when 
he actually showed up at their door, they were astonished. They didn't believe that it was 
Peter.  

God works despite our immaturity and lack of faith. We don't know exactly what the people 
were praying other than they were praying for Peter. Maybe their faith couldn't stretch far 
enough to pray for Peter's release. Whatever, God did exceedingly more that they could ask or 
even imagine. Isn't that so like our Lord? He is not confined by our faithlessness. 

This speaks to me about the church who comes together to worship and pray to God even 
when they are not quite sure their prayers can be answered. God is not handicapped by our 
lack of faith. I love the fact that the people gathered to pray for Peter... I love even more that 
God did way more than they had the courage with which to pray. This is a lesson for the church. 
Our God is so much bigger than we can comprehend. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

I feel a little bit more comfort reading this passage. I know all too well how weak I feel my 
prayers are, yet my weakness does not deter God from doing even more than I asked for or can 
imagine. This actually gives me more courage to keep on praying. 

 
 

Saturday, December 4: Acts 12:19b-24 NIV2011 
Then Herod went from Judea to Caesarea and stayed there. 20 He had been quarreling with 

the people of Tyre and Sidon; they now joined together and sought an audience with him. After 
securing the support of Blastus, a trusted personal servant of the king, they asked for peace, 
because they depended on the king’s country for their food supply.  

21 On the appointed day Herod, wearing his royal robes, sat on his throne and delivered a 
public address to the people. 22 They shouted, “This is the voice of a god, not of a man.” 



23 Immediately, because Herod did not give praise to God, an angel of the Lord struck him down, 
and he was eaten by worms and died.  

24 But the word of God continued to spread and flourish. 
 

What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 
Luke includes an odd story which reminds us that the Lord God Almighty has authority and 

power outside the church in the general world. God is sovereign over all the world, and all life. 
Herod had some political issues with the people of Tyre and Sidon. While staying in his 

Caesarea home, the people of Tyre and Sidon came to Herod to seek peace because they 
depended on him for their food supply. 

When time for their audience with Herod came, the king was decked out in his royal robes 
and the people shouted, “This is the voice of a god, not of a man.” Luke goes on to tell us that 
immediately God struck him dead because he did not give glory to God.  

Adding a one-line summary Luke concludes this section, “the word of God continued to 
spread and flourish”. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

As I indicated above, this vignette is an apt reminder that God is sovereign over all the 
earth. Herod’s life was in God's hands just as every disciple’s life is in God's hands. And when 
Herod took glory that is due only to the Lord God Almighty, God struck him down for his 
insolence. 

We serve the God of heaven and earth. He is Supreme, absolutely Supreme. 
 

What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 
Today's reading is a good reminder for me that God is sovereign. When I watch the news 

and see the chaos in our world, I can grow downcast. I still don't know why God allows the 
violence and the chaos, but I rest each night knowing that my God and my Savior reigns 
supreme. His will, will be done and when He determines, all sin will be punished. Come Lord 
Jesus. 

 
 

Sunday, December 5, 2021 - Sunday Worship  
 
 

If any of my thoughts or the Bible readings spark questions send an email reply and I will do my 
best to answer all questions from people on the list… I will answer personal questions privately; 
general questions will be answered in a subsequent email installment.  
 
If you are reading along with me from the Living Hope website you can send questions or request 
being placed on the weekly email list by emailing Lisa at office@LivingHopeCT.org.   

 
 



Click here for an audio link to my sermons, https://livinghopect.org/resources/audio-sermons. 
Sermons are generally posted within 2 days. We also livestream our full services which are up on our 
YouTube channel, https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgKURRsbX92qqIFgDF1iRWA 

 
 

https://livinghopect.org/resources/audio-sermons
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgKURRsbX92qqIFgDF1iRWA

