
The Weekly Word 
November 22-28, 2021 

 
Hello Bible readers. This week we continue Luke’s account of the early chruch reading Acts 

9-10. I hope you are blessed as you join me. Happy reading… 
Grace and Peace, Bill  

 
To hear the Bible read click this link… http://www.biblegateway.com/resources/audio/. 

 
 

Monday, November 22: Acts 9:1-19 NIV2011 
1 Meanwhile, Saul was still breathing out murderous threats against the Lord’s disciples. He 

went to the high priest 2 and asked him for letters to the synagogues in Damascus, so that if he 
found any there who belonged to the Way, whether men or women, he might take them as 
prisoners to Jerusalem. 3 As he neared Damascus on his journey, suddenly a light from heaven 
flashed around him. 4 He fell to the ground and heard a voice say to him, “Saul, Saul, why do you 
persecute me?”  

5 “Who are you, Lord?” Saul asked.  
“I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting,” he replied. 6 “Now get up and go into the city, and 

you will be told what you must do.”  
7 The men traveling with Saul stood there speechless; they heard the sound but did not see 

anyone. 8 Saul got up from the ground, but when he opened his eyes he could see nothing. So 
they led him by the hand into Damascus. 9 For three days he was blind, and did not eat or drink 
anything.  

10 In Damascus there was a disciple named Ananias. The Lord called to him in a vision, 
“Ananias!”  

“Yes, Lord,” he answered.  
11 The Lord told him, “Go to the house of Judas on Straight Street and ask for a man from 

Tarsus named Saul, for he is praying. 12 In a vision he has seen a man named Ananias come and 
place his hands on him to restore his sight.”  

13 “Lord,” Ananias answered, “I have heard many reports about this man and all the harm he 
has done to your holy people in Jerusalem. 14 And he has come here with authority from the 
chief priests to arrest all who call on your name.”  

15 But the Lord said to Ananias, “Go! This man is my chosen instrument to proclaim my name 
to the Gentiles and their kings and to the people of Israel. 16 I will show him how much he must 
suffer for my name.”  

17 Then Ananias went to the house and entered it. Placing his hands on Saul, he said, 
“Brother Saul, the Lord—Jesus, who appeared to you on the road as you were coming here—has 
sent me so that you may see again and be filled with the Holy Spirit.” 18 Immediately, something 
like scales fell from Saul’s eyes, and he could see again. He got up and was baptized, 19 and after 
taking some food, he regained his strength.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 



Reading this passage alone allowed me the luxury of listening more thoroughly than I might 
have if I were reading an entire chapter or more. Spending the additional time in this passage 
allowed me to recognize how many extraordinary and even miraculous ways God worked in this 
passage to bring Saul of Tarsus into the Kingdom. And how much faith it took men like Ananias 
to honestly accept him as a brother in Christ. 

The passage begins with Saul continuing his murderous advance against the church. Armed 
with letters from the high priest in Jerusalem Paul is making the rounds of synagogues in 
Damascus looking for more Christians to take back to Jerusalem, most likely to be executed like 
Stephen. 

God interrupted Paul's plan and knocked him to the ground as he journeyed to Damascus. 
Then God spoke directly to Saul, “Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me”? 

Saul cries out, “Who are you, Lord”? 
Those traveling with Saul confirmed that something happened.  They heard the sound but 

didn't see anyone. And when Saul got up, he realized he was blind, so his friends led him to 
Damascus. For three days Saul refused to eat or drink anything, the inference being that he 
spent time seeking God. 

While all this is happening to Saul there's a believer in Damascus named Ananias. God 
appears in a vision directing him to go to a particular house on a particular street and look for a 
particular man from Tarsus named Saul, for he is praying. During Saul’s prayer he saw Ananias 
come lay his hands on him and healed his eyes. 

Ananias, who had heard reports about Saul and what he was doing, was not interested in 
going to see this man who was persecuting the church, but God directed him, Go! This man is 
my chosen instrument to proclaim my name to the gentiles and their kings and to the people of 
Israel. I will show him how much he must suffer for my name. 

Hearing God's direct voice Ananias obeyed. (This is a tremendous step of faith that we must 
not overlook. Ananias went in the name of Jesus to a known persecutor of the church.) Ananias 
placed his hands on Saul and prayed for him. He prayed that God the Holy Spirit would fill Saul 
and immediately scales fell from Saul’s eyes, and he could see. Then he got up and was 
baptized. Saul began to eat, and his strength came back to him. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

My heart focuses on Ananias. When God speaks, I pray that we, who are God's people, will 
listen as faithfully as Ananias listened. What God asked him to do was a bit crazy. Ananias had 
no indication that Saul had changed. He didn't know about Saul’s meeting Jesus along the road 
to Damascus. All Ananias knew was that Saul was rounding up Christians to be killed. Yet when 
he understood that God said ‘Go”, he put his life in God's hands and went.  

The story of Ananias is the story of faith, real faith, the kind of faith that will risk anything 
and everything to be obedient to the Lord.  

The church needs to remember witnesses like Ananias; holding them up as examples of how 
we should live. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 



Oh Lord, help me to grow to the point where I can clearly discern your voice while at the 
same time having the gumption to obey your voice. I pray this in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 
 

Tuesday, November 23: Acts 9:19-31 NIV2011 
Saul spent several days with the disciples in Damascus. 20 At once he began to preach in the 

synagogues that Jesus is the Son of God. 21 All those who heard him were astonished and asked, 
“Isn’t he the man who raised havoc in Jerusalem among those who call on this name? And 
hasn’t he come here to take them as prisoners to the chief priests?” 22 Yet Saul grew more and 
more powerful and baffled the Jews living in Damascus by proving that Jesus is the Messiah.  

23 After many days had gone by, there was a conspiracy among the Jews to kill him, 24 but 
Saul learned of their plan. Day and night they kept close watch on the city gates in order to kill 
him. 25 But his followers took him by night and lowered him in a basket through an opening in 
the wall.  

26 When he came to Jerusalem, he tried to join the disciples, but they were all afraid of him, 
not believing that he really was a disciple. 27 But Barnabas took him and brought him to the 
apostles. He told them how Saul on his journey had seen the Lord and that the Lord had spoken 
to him, and how in Damascus he had preached fearlessly in the name of Jesus. 28 So Saul stayed 
with them and moved about freely in Jerusalem, speaking boldly in the name of the Lord. 29 He 
talked and debated with the Hellenistic Jews, q but they tried to kill him. 30 When the believers 
learned of this, they took him down to Caesarea and sent him off to Tarsus.  

31 Then the church throughout Judea, Galilee and Samaria enjoyed a time of peace and was 
strengthened. Living in the fear of the Lord and encouraged by the Holy Spirit, it increased in 
numbers. 

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

Luke continues to follow the trajectory of Saul’s life. Once healed Saul immediately embarks 
on preaching that Jesus is the Son of God and the Messiah in synagogues. People were 
confused. Wasn't this the man who was persecuting the Christians and now he's defending and 
preaching their message? Paul grew quickly in his ability to preach Jesus and confront the Jews, 
proving that Jesus was the Messiah. 

After some time, the Jews tried to kill Saul but he discovered their plan and friends helped 
him escape Damascus by lowering him in a basket through a window in the wall. (Houses and 
buildings were built right into the walls of ancient cities and many of those houses and buildings 
had windows. Apparently Saul was let down out of one of these windows.) 

Saul traveled to Jerusalem and tried to get in with the disciples, but they were afraid of him. 
Then Barnabas came alongside Saul and spoke for him, explaining Saul’s preaching in 
Damascus, his vison of Jesus and introduced Saul to the apostles. From that point on Saul 
became a force for the faith in Jerusalem, preaching fearlessly to Hellenistic (Greek speaking) 
Jews. Again, the Jews tried to kill Saul, so believers took him to Caesarea and put him on a ship 
back to Tarsus, his hometown.  

Luke concludes with another one of his brief summaries. Then the church throughout Judea, 
Galilee and Samaria enjoyed a time of peace and was strengthened. His final sentence of the 
paragraph opens with the words living in the fear... Given the persecution that had been 



happening I anticipated Luke following up that sentence, opening with “fear of the Jews,” but 
no. The faithful were living in the fear of the Lord (or wonder and amazement of the Lord) and 
were encouraged by the Holy Spirit. Thus, the church continued to grow. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

This section of Scripture a few applications come to mind. 
First, people can truly change. The Gospel can change a heart bent on evil and turn it into a 

heart bent on good. Saul exemplifies this. His encounter with the living Jesus on the Damascus 
Road changed an angry, vengeful man who was arresting and killing Christians into an ardent 
defender of Jesus, one whose own life was now in danger. 

Second, from the story of Barnabas we see the power of encouragement and a personal 
testimony. Saul would have been locked out from the apostles had it not been for Barnabas. 
This man trusted the stories about Saul's conversion and took the risk not only to meet him but 
then to bring him to the leaders of the Christian movement. Without Barnabas’ encouragement 
the world may not have known the wonderful ministry of Saul of Tarsus. 

Third, is the importance of community. In both Damascus and Jerusalem, it was the 
community of faith that saved Paul. Their collective efforts kept him alive. How often it is the 
collective efforts of God's family that save, encourage and build up individuals in faith. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

The thought that keeps coming to me today is, “whom can I encourage"? Is there someone 
for whom I can be a Barnabas? 

 
 

Wednesday, November 24: 9:32-43 NIV2011 
32 As Peter traveled about the country, he went to visit the Lord’s people who lived in Lydda. 

33 There he found a man named Aeneas, who was paralyzed and had been bedridden for eight 
years. 34 “Aeneas,” Peter said to him, “Jesus Christ heals you. Get up and roll up your mat.” 
Immediately Aeneas got up. 35 All those who lived in Lydda and Sharon saw him and turned to 
the Lord.  

36 In Joppa there was a disciple named Tabitha (in Greek her name is Dorcas); she was 
always doing good and helping the poor. 37 About that time she became sick and died, and her 
body was washed and placed in an upstairs room. 38 Lydda was near Joppa; so when the 
disciples heard that Peter was in Lydda, they sent two men to him and urged him, “Please come 
at once!”  

39 Peter went with them, and when he arrived he was taken upstairs to the room. All the 
widows stood around him, crying and showing him the robes and other clothing that Dorcas had 
made while she was still with them.  

40 Peter sent them all out of the room; then he got down on his knees and prayed. Turning 
toward the dead woman, he said, “Tabitha, get up.” She opened her eyes, and seeing Peter she 
sat up. 41 He took her by the hand and helped her to her feet. Then he called for the believers, 
especially the widows, and presented her to them alive. 42 This became known all over Joppa, 



and many people believed in the Lord. 43 Peter stayed in Joppa for some time with a tanner 
named Simon.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

It feels strange, for all the times I have read the New Testament, today felt like the first time 
I read the two accounts in today's reading. I marveled at how closely Peter seems to mimic 
healing moments in Jesus’ life. 

The healing of Aerenas in the first paragraph is very similar to Jesus’ healing of the lame 
man in the synagogue. It is important to recognize, however, that Peter does not heal in his 
own name, rather he heals in Jesus Christ’s name. I love the way Peter says, “Get up and roll up 
your mat”. That's very similar to what Jesus said to the man in the synagogue. 

The next account is about a disciple named Tabitha who was known as a faithful disciple. 
Tabitha died. The people realizing that Peter was nearby sent for Peter and asked him to, please 
come at once! 

When Peter arrives, he's taken to the room where Tabitha is laid out; the room is filled with 
widows who are crying. Peter clears the room (just like Jesus cleared the room when He healed 
the young girl, except her parents). I am touched by the way Peter kneels and prays before he 
does anything else. After prayer he simply says, “Tabitha, get up”. The young woman opened 
her eyes and sat up. At this point Peter takes her hand and lifts her to her feet, then he calls the 
other believers in the house and presents Tabitha to them. Not surprisingly, this miracle 
becomes known throughout Joppa and many more people believe in Jesus. Peter stayed in the 
home of Simon the Tanner who lived in Joppa 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

One thing these texts tell us is that God works in mysterious ways and God works in 
powerful ways. 

There is a subtle message when Peter kneels to pray that speaks to all of us who follow 
Jesus. We need to keep lines of communication open with God our Father if we are going to 
effectively witness to Him in our world. Peter wanted to be clear on what God wanted him to 
do before he raced in and did something. And that's a great lesson for all of us who follow 
Jesus. We should learn to proactively seek God's voice to know how the Lord would have us act 
in any particular situation. 

It's also wise to remember that any manifestation of power that flows through us is not our 
doing, we are merely vessels through whom Jesus might work that His will be done. As Peter 
said, “Jesus Christ healed you...”. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

The Spirit’s nudge is a reminder to me that whenever I am confronted with a pastoral need I 
must, check in with God to see what the Lord would have me do in that particular pastoral 
situation. It is not my wisdom, it is not my experience, it is the direction and leading of Jesus 
Christ through God the Holy Spirit that matters in those moments. 

 
 



Thursday, November 25: Acts 10:1-8 NIV2011 
1 At Caesarea there was a man named Cornelius, a centurion in what was known as the 

Italian Regiment. 2 He and all his family were devout and God-fearing; he gave generously to 
those in need and prayed to God regularly. 3 One day at about three in the afternoon he had a 
vision. He distinctly saw an angel of God, who came to him and said, “Cornelius!”  

4 Cornelius stared at him in fear. “What is it, Lord?” he asked.  
The angel answered, “Your prayers and gifts to the poor have come up as a memorial 

offering before God. 5 Now send men to Joppa to bring back a man named Simon who is called 
Peter. 6 He is staying with Simon the tanner, whose house is by the sea.”  

7 When the angel who spoke to him had gone, Cornelius called two of his servants and a 
devout soldier who was one of his attendants. 8 He told them everything that had happened and 
sent them to Joppa.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

What an amazing story this is. Although Cornelius is at the center of this passage the prime 
actor is the Holy Spirit who gives highly specific direction to Cornelius. 

Luke introduces us to Cornelius, a centurion in the Italian regiment of the Roman army. 
Additionally, he is a highly devout non-Jew. He and his family are described as being devout and 
God fearing. God fearing was a term used to describe foreigners who came as close to the 
Jewish faith as they were allowed. Cornelius has a vision in which God calls his name. After 
responding to God, the angel in the vision says, your prayers and gifts to the poor have come up 
as a memorial offering before God period now send men to Joppa to bring back a man named 
Simon who is called Peter. He is staying with Simon the Tanner, whose house is by the sea. 

As soon as the angel leaves, Cornelius executes God's direction. He sends two servants and 
a trusted devout soldier to Joppa to find this Simon who is called Peter. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

The specificity of the Spirit’s words transmitted through the angel are amazing. Peter is 
described as Simon who is called Peter, quite a specific direction. Cornelius is told exactly where 
to find Simon Peter, in the House of Simon the Tanner.  He's even told that the house is down 
by the sea. What incredible specificity. I'm stopped in my tracks; God knows, and God can 
communicate what He knows to us. We also learn that faithful living, true faithful living is 
blessed by God. 

This account details a major step forward in the advance of the Gospel. For the first time 
God is directing someone who is not part of the Hebrew Old Testament family to the Lord. The 
Gospel of Jesus Christ truly is for everyone… Jews, yes and Gentiles, yes. The Lord is propelling 
His people towards the ends of the earth. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

I have never heard the audible voice of God and I have never seen an angelic vision. This 
story and those like it challenge and broaden my scientific enlightenment mind. God can and 
God does work outside the norms of everyday life. Miracles are real. 

And God is calling all people, even Roman soldiers, to faith in Jesus. 



As I type that last sentence I feel the nudge of the Holy Spirit, “Bill, how are you advancing 
the Gospel to the ends of the earth”? 

 
 

Friday, November 26: Acts 10:9-23 NIV2011 
9 About noon the following day as they were on their journey and approaching the city, Peter 

went up on the roof to pray. 10 He became hungry and wanted something to eat, and while the 
meal was being prepared, he fell into a trance. 11 He saw heaven opened and something like a 
large sheet being let down to earth by its four corners. 12 It contained all kinds of four-footed 
animals, as well as reptiles and birds. 13 Then a voice told him, “Get up, Peter. Kill and eat.”  

14 “Surely not, Lord!” Peter replied. “I have never eaten anything impure or unclean.”  
15 The voice spoke to him a second time, “Do not call anything impure that God has made 

clean.”  
16 This happened three times, and immediately the sheet was taken back to heaven.  
17 While Peter was wondering about the meaning of the vision, the men sent by Cornelius 

found out where Simon’s house was and stopped at the gate. 18 They called out, asking if Simon 
who was known as Peter was staying there.  

19 While Peter was still thinking about the vision, the Spirit said to him, “Simon, three men 
are looking for you. 20 So get up and go downstairs. Do not hesitate to go with them, for I have 
sent them.”  

21 Peter went down and said to the men, “I’m the one you’re looking for. Why have you 
come?”  

22 The men replied, “We have come from Cornelius the centurion. He is a righteous and God-
fearing man, who is respected by all the Jewish people. A holy angel told him to ask you to come 
to his house so that he could hear what you have to say.” 23 Then Peter invited the men into the 
house to be his guests.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

God the Holy Spirit continues to work in amazing ways in these early times of the church. 
Even as God was sending a vision to Cornelius to have him send for Peter, God was giving Peter 
of vision that would prepare his heart for the delegation from Cornelius. 

Peter had a vision where he saw all kinds of animals clean an unclean and, in the vision, God 
told him to kill and eat the animals. Peter responded that he wouldn't, he had never eaten 
anything impure or unclean. And the voice spoke back saying, “do not call anything impure that 
God has made clean”. This vision and exchange happened three times. (The three occurrences 
reveal how emphatic God is for Peter to learn this new lesson.) 

While the vision was still fresh in Peter’s mind the delegation of three men showed up at 
the house where Peter was staying. At the front gate they called out and asked if Simon, who is 
known as Peter, was there. Peter apparently didn't hear the men call from the gate, but God 
through His Spirit, said to Peter, “Three men are looking for you, Don't be afraid to go with 
them”. Peter went downstairs, met the men and invited them in. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 



Again, I am reminded that the Book of Acts is descriptive not prescriptive. What we see here 
is God working out His plan that all people might hear the Gospel message of Jesus. When the 
Lord says that He wants the name of Jesus to go to the ends of the earth that is precisely what 
the Lord wants. God uses so many different means to propel the Gospel around the globe. In 
the early days He used these amazing stories of Spirit leading. In our times God has led men and 
women across the globe as missionaries for the name of Jesus Christ through that same Spirit’s 
leading. 

We, the Church of Jesus Christ, cannot rest until the message of Jesus extends to every 
people and every culture. In reading and listening to this story of Peter we recognize how 
important God’s will and advance of the name of Jesus truly is to the Lord. We, the church, 
must remain open to the leading of God's Spirit that we might advance the name of Jesus 
affectively near and far. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

I feel a bit like a broken record as I read through Acts; how God is pounding into me the 
importance of the advance of His kingdom, the importance of sharing the name of Jesus near 
and far. This story causes me to wonder what barriers, what cultural norms, must be crossed so 
that the name of Jesus can flow into new arenas. Lord, what would you like me to do? Are there 
barriers You want me to cross so Your name can be known throughout the world You created. 

 
 

Saturday, November 27: Acts 10:23-48 NIV2011 
The next day Peter started out with them, and some of the believers from Joppa went along. 

24 The following day he arrived in Caesarea. Cornelius was expecting them and had called 
together his relatives and close friends. 25 As Peter entered the house, Cornelius met him and fell 
at his feet in reverence. 26 But Peter made him get up. “Stand up,” he said, “I am only a man 
myself.”  

27 While talking with him, Peter went inside and found a large gathering of people. 28 He said 
to them: “You are well aware that it is against our law for a Jew to associate with or visit a 
Gentile. But God has shown me that I should not call anyone impure or unclean. 29 So when I was 
sent for, I came without raising any objection. May I ask why you sent for me?”  

30 Cornelius answered: “Three days ago I was in my house praying at this hour, at three in 
the afternoon. Suddenly a man in shining clothes stood before me 31 and said, ‘Cornelius, God 
has heard your prayer and remembered your gifts to the poor. 32 Send to Joppa for Simon who is 
called Peter. He is a guest in the home of Simon the tanner, who lives by the sea.’ 33 So I sent for 
you immediately, and it was good of you to come. Now we are all here in the presence of God to 
listen to everything the Lord has commanded you to tell us.”  

34 Then Peter began to speak: “I now realize how true it is that God does not show favoritism 
35 but accepts from every nation the one who fears him and does what is right. 36 You know the 
message God sent to the people of Israel, announcing the good news of peace through Jesus 
Christ, who is Lord of all. 37 You know what has happened throughout the province of Judea, 
beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John preached—38 how God anointed Jesus of 
Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and power, and how he went around doing good and healing all 
who were under the power of the devil, because God was with him.  



39 “We are witnesses of everything he did in the country of the Jews and in Jerusalem. They 
killed him by hanging him on a cross, 40 but God raised him from the dead on the third day and 
caused him to be seen. 41 He was not seen by all the people, but by witnesses whom God had 
already chosen—by us who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. 42 He 
commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one whom God appointed as 
judge of the living and the dead. 43 All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes 
in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.”  

44 While Peter was still speaking these words, the Holy Spirit came on all who heard the 
message. 45 The circumcised believers who had come with Peter were astonished that the gift of 
the Holy Spirit had been poured out even on Gentiles. 46 For they heard them speaking in 
tongues o and praising God.  

Then Peter said, 47 “Surely no one can stand in the way of their being baptized with water. 
They have received the Holy Spirit just as we have.” 48 So he ordered that they be baptized in the 
name of Jesus Christ. Then they asked Peter to stay with them for a few days. 

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

With the conclusion of this account of Peter’s trip to Cornelius’ house, the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ makes the all important leap into the Gentile community. Only after this truly radical 
event could there be any hope to the witness of Jesus to the ends of the earth. We see in this 
passage the dramatic length God went to to help Peter, a faithful Jew, realize that Gentiles too 
were included in God’s plan of salvation. 

This morning's reading begins the day after men from Cornelius find Peter. After one night's 
rest Peter and some other believers travel with Cornelius’ three men back to Joppa. It takes 
them a day and a half to get there. Cornelius is waiting and he has invited a significant number 
of relatives and close friends to be present when Peter arrives. As Peter enters Cornelius 
prostrates himself to the ground before Peter; Peter immediately corrects him saying, “I am 
only a man myself”. (this brief vignette shows us how mindful the early church disciples were to 
never let other people think there is something special about them. All glory and honor must go 
to Jesus Christ and God alone.) Invited to speak, Peter begins by reminding the crowd,” that it is 
against our law for a Jew to associate with or visit a Gentile”. (This comment underscores how 
large a leap this was for the apostles to make, taking the message of Jesus to Gentiles.) Peter 
then immediately explains that God has shown him that nothing is impure or unclean which is 
why he went, no questions asked, with Cornelius is emissaries. 

Cornelius then explains why he sent for Peter, telling Peter about the vision he had. Again, 
we hear the specificity of the Spirit directing Cornelius to find a man named Simon, who is 
called Peter, in Joppa who is staying with Simon the Tanner, down by the sea. The Holy Spirit 
gives all the details necessary for the two groups to connect so that the Gospel can go forth. 

After explaining, he understands that God does not show favoritism, Peter begins to speak 
about the “good news of peace through Jesus Christ who is Lord of al”l. He traces quickly what 
happened with Jesus from His baptism by John, and how he was anointed with the Holy Spirit 
and power and brought many healings, defeating the devil because God was with Him. Peter 
goes on to explain about Jesus’ death and how He rose on the third day and showed Himself to 
many people. He, Peter, is one of those who saw Him alive. Peter continued, “God appointed 



Jesus to be judge of the living and the dead. And that all the prophets testify about him that 
everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name”.  

At this point the Holy Spirit pours out on everyone present and they begin to speak in 
tongues. Peter and his crew of Jewish disciples are astonished that the gifts of the Holy Spirit 
were poured out even on Gentiles. Realizing that these Gentiles’ experiences of God the Holy 
Spirit was the same as theirs, that they could be baptized, he ordered them to be baptized in 
Jesus’ name. Peter remained a few days with them, most likely teaching and preaching more 
fully the Gospel message of Jesus Christ. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

I see in this passage the heart of God intent upon fulfilling His Word. He will move the 
church to extend the Gospel to all nations and all peoples. 

We also see in this passage the interplay between God's will and human action. Peter still 
needed to go to Joppa. Peter needed to lay down his lifelong belief about Gentiles and pick up 
God's desire for Gentiles to be saved. As Christ followers God has chosen that we play a part in 
the extension of His will in this world. Learning obedience to the directions of God is an 
essential quality of a maturing-disciples life. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

A question erupts in my mind. Am I better today at obedience to God's will then I was 10 or 
20 years ago? Am I maturing in obedience, not simply knowledge? 

 
 

Sunday, November 28, 2021 - Sunday Worship  
 
 

If any of my thoughts or the Bible readings spark questions send an email reply and I will do my 
best to answer all questions from people on the list… I will answer personal questions privately; 
general questions will be answered in a subsequent email installment.  
 
If you are reading along with me from the Living Hope website you can send questions or request 
being placed on the weekly email list by emailing Lisa at office@LivingHopeCT.org.   

 
 

Click here for an audio link to my sermons, https://livinghopect.org/resources/audio-sermons. 
Sermons are generally posted within 2 days. We also livestream our full services which are up on our 
YouTube channel, https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgKURRsbX92qqIFgDF1iRWA 

 
 

https://livinghopect.org/resources/audio-sermons
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgKURRsbX92qqIFgDF1iRWA

