
The Weekly Word 
November 8-14, 2021 

 
Hello Bible readers. This week we continue Luke’s account of the early chruch reading Acts 

5 & 6. I hope you are blessed as you join me. Happy reading… 
Grace and Peace, Bill  

 
To hear the Bible read click this link… http://www.biblegateway.com/resources/audio/. 

 
 

Monday, November 8: Acts 5:1-11 NIV2011 
1 Now a man named Ananias, together with his wife Sapphira, also sold a piece of property. 

2 With his wife’s full knowledge he kept back part of the money for himself but brought the rest 
and put it at the apostles’ feet.  

3 Then Peter said, “Ananias, how is it that Satan has so filled your heart that you have lied to 
the Holy Spirit and have kept for yourself some of the money you received for the land? 4 Didn’t 
it belong to you before it was sold? And after it was sold, wasn’t the money at your disposal? 
What made you think of doing such a thing? You have not lied just to human beings but to 
God.”  

5 When Ananias heard this, he fell down and died. And great fear seized all who heard what 
had happened. 6 Then some young men came forward, wrapped up his body, and carried him 
out and buried him.  

7 About three hours later his wife came in, not knowing what had happened. 8 Peter asked 
her, “Tell me, is this the price you and Ananias got for the land?”  

“Yes,” she said, “that is the price.”  
9 Peter said to her, “How could you conspire to test the Spirit of the Lord? Listen! The feet of 

the men who buried your husband are at the door, and they will carry you out also.”  
10 At that moment she fell down at his feet and died. Then the young men came in and, 

finding her dead, carried her out and buried her beside her husband. 11 Great fear seized the 
whole church and all who heard about these events.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

I love that Luke includes this story. This story is not one I expected to find in Luke’s account 
of the early church. It is not particularly inspiring, and it is troubling. Still God inspired Luke to 
include this story reminding us that where human beings exist, even those who are following 
Jesus, sin bubbles up and problems happen. 

The placement of chapters tends to separate this account from the one immediately before 
it. In the previous account Barnabas sells a plot of land and gives all the money to the apostles 
to be used at their discretion to help those in need. Certainly, Barnabas received accolades for 
this gesture, maybe that's when he received the nickname Barnabas, which means ‘son of 
encouragement’. 

With this as a backdrop Ananias and Sapphira sell some property and they decide to keep 
some of the money for themselves and give the rest to the apostles to help care for those who 
are in need. It is another wonderful gesture of the body caring for one another. 



Unfortunately, Ananias and Sapphira conspire to make their gift appear more generous 
than it truly was. They were not required to give any money to the apostles, nor were they 
required to give all the money from the sale to the apostles. However, when they attempted to 
make it look like they gave all the money to the apostles while keeping some of it for 
themselves they lied to the church, to the apostles, and most importantly to God.  

The Holy Spirit gave Peter knowledge about this “sleight of hand” and Peter confronted 
.Ananias when he gave the gift. When Ananias heard that his ruse was exposed Luke writes, He 
fell down and died”. The result, as we might expect, everyone is seized with fear. Brothers in 
the church came and took his body and buried it. 

About three hours later Ananias’ wife Sapphira came in not knowing what had happened. 
Peter asked her if the price they gave to the apostles was the price they got for the property, 
and she replied, ‘yes’ (this is where we learn that the two of them had concocted a ruse to gain 
additional honor in the eyes of the church). When Sapphira said ‘yes’ Peter confronted her and 
asked how she could deem to lie to the Holy Spirit. At that point he told her that those who 
buried her husband were coming back and she too fell down on the spot and died. The men 
who buried her husband now buried her. 

Luke concludes this strange story with these words, 11 Great fear seized the whole church 
and all who heard about these events. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

Like I said, this is not exactly a heroic or inspiring moment in the life of the church. 
One thing the church learned was, ‘don't mess with God’. The Lord God knows what 

happens in life and when we lie or do other things in “secret”, it's never hidden from God. (How 
embarrassed would we all be if God played a video on Sunday of our thoughts and actions 
during the week?) 

A second learning might be that we give to support the needs and welfare of others not to 
gain personal acclaim. Ananias’ and Sapphira’s sin were not that they kept back some money 
for themselves, they had every right to do that. Where they went wrong is to try to convince 
people that they were more generous than they actually were. I suspect this was away to gain 
the esteem of the church like Barnabas had. 

A third learning might be that a healthy fear of God can be good for the soul. 
 

What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 
One of the truths of Scripture that truly captures my heart is that Jesus calls us ‘friends’ 

(John 15). The idea of being a friend of God brings so much comfort to my heart and soul. One 
of those images of God in my head is that of grandpa in a rocking chair extending His arms to 
His grandson or granddaughter.  They climb up into that rocking chair and just nestles into the 
warm and safe embrace of their grandfather. For me I think of climbing on to the lap of God 
Almighty and being nestled into His chest with His arms wrapped around me. 

As wonderful as these two images and understandings of God are for me, this passage 
reminds me that additionally, I must remember that God is also someone to be feared. God is 
all powerful and all-knowing; He could strike me down or wipe out the entire world and 
universe as we know it. 



This story reminds me that I must keep those truths in balance in order to have an honest 
picture of God in my mind and in my heart. 

 
 

Tuesday, November 9: Acts 5:12-16 NIV2011 
12 The apostles performed many signs and wonders among the people. And all the believers 

used to meet together in Solomon’s Colonnade. 13 No one else dared join them, even though 
they were highly regarded by the people. 14 Nevertheless, more and more men and women 
believed in the Lord and were added to their number. 15 As a result, people brought the sick into 
the streets and laid them on beds and mats so that at least Peter’s shadow might fall on some 
of them as he passed by. 16 Crowds gathered also from the towns around Jerusalem, bringing 
their sick and those tormented by impure spirits, and all of them were healed.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

This sounds like another Lukan summary as he weaves his narrative history of the early 
believers. This summary seems to focus on the works of the apostles. 

Luke tells us that the apostles continue to do many signs and wonders and that the 
believers continue to meet together in Solomon’s Colonnade [interesting they meet in public 
and from an earlier summary in chapter 2 we know that part of their gatherings was attending 
to the apostle’s preaching.)  

In verse 13 Luke says No one else dared join them, even though they were highly regarded 
by the people. [I wonder if the stir of Ananias and Sapphira’s incident and the fear of God was 
part of the reason people wouldn’t join them?] 

Still the number of believers continues to grow. People continue to bring their sick to the 
apostles to be healed. Some even go so far as to lay sick people along the road where Peter will 
walk, hoping his shadow will pass over them. Such is the power of God in these early days of 
the church. Even people from other towns brought their sick to the apostles to be healed. [This 
summary paints a picture very similar to the crowds of people bringing their sick to Jesus when 
He walked throughout Galilee.] 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

In Luke’s summaries we've seen different aspects of the church that have led to growth. The 
way the church cared for people lead to growth. And the way the apostles moved in signs and 
wonders lead to growth. There is no one avenue for growth in the church. The church should 
present Jesus through multi-faceted ways, and at least for the early church signs and wonders 
was one of those ways.  

Living in a world where churches meet in their own buildings tucked away from the hub of 
society, it is interesting to watch the church be the church in a world where they don't have 
buildings. The apostles and crew met in a very public location at the temple. Clearly this gave 
them access to people, at least Jews, for regular witness that lead to conversion. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 



I am fascinated by the church living out its witness in public. I'm not quite sure how to do 
this in our modern world, but the imagery and illustration of the church being the church out 
among the people presents a powerful call to me.  

Lord, help me to be more like the men and women of the church in acts. 
 
 

Wednesday, November 10: Acts 5:17-26 NIV2011 
17 Then the high priest and all his associates, who were members of the party of the 

Sadducees, were filled with jealousy. 18 They arrested the apostles and put them in the public 
jail. 19 But during the night an angel of the Lord opened the doors of the jail and brought them 
out. 20 “Go, stand in the temple courts,” he said, “and tell the people all about this new life.”  

21 At daybreak they entered the temple courts, as they had been told, and began to teach 
the people.  

When the high priest and his associates arrived, they called together the Sanhedrin—the full 
assembly of the elders of Israel—and sent to the jail for the apostles. 22 But on arriving at the 
jail, the officers did not find them there. So they went back and reported, 23 “We found the jail 
securely locked, with the guards standing at the doors; but when we opened them, we found no 
one inside.” 24 On hearing this report, the captain of the temple guard and the chief priests were 
at a loss, wondering what this might lead to.  

25 Then someone came and said, “Look! The men you put in jail are standing in the temple 
courts teaching the people.” 26 At that, the captain went with his officers and brought the 
apostles. They did not use force, because they feared that the people would stone them.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

The story which began with the healing of the lame man continues to build. 
Luke tells us at the high priest and other members of the party of the Sadducees were filled 

with jealousy. [Pause and ponder that for a moment. Were they jealous of the miracles and 
healings that the apostles were doing? Were they jealous that the followers’ numbers were 
growing and this new sect following Jesus seemed to be growing in importance? Were they 
jealous of the influence that the apostles were having with people? The idea that jealousy was 
driving them struck me and cause me to think. 

In their jealousy they arrested the apostles and put them in jail. God, however, had other 
plans. During the night God sent an angel to escort the apostles out of the jail telling them that 
in the morning they should return to the temple and continue to teach the people about new 
life in Jesus. 

The apostles did as the messenger of God directed them and so after daybreak they 
returned to the temple and began to teach. Meanwhile the high priest and his associates 
gathered the Sanhedrin together in the morning and sent for the apostles to stand before 
them. However, when the guards went to the jail they found everything locked except the 
apostles were not in the jail. The captain of the guard and the chief priest were completely 
bewildered by this. Then someone looked out a window and said that the man they had jailed 
the night before was teaching in the temple courts. So, they sent the captain and officers to 
arrest them. Luke notes they did not use force, because they feared that the people would stone 
them. 



What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

Pondering this passage, we learn that God is for us. Sometimes God uses miraculous means 
to touch our lives, as He did by freeing the apostles through angelic action. Additionally, I 
observed that witness is God's prime agenda. Freeing the apostles meant they could return to 
the temple to preach to more people. Freeing them was not about getting them out from under 
the thumb of Jewish leaders; It was to allow them an opportunity to speak about the name of 
Jesus. 

I also noticed in the apostles, an absolute desire to obey and follow. They didn't question 
returning to the temple where they would certainly be marked men. Rather they simply obeyed 
and, in the morning, returned to the temple to speak to the people about the new life in Jesus. 

Even obedience to God didn't free them from difficulty because they were arrested a 
second time, which didn't seem to faze them. We will read about that tomorrow. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

I'm struck by how important witness is to the Lord. God’s saving hand enabled continued 
witness. God didn't save them and free them from prison merely for their own sake and safety. 
God did so, so they could continue to tell the people about the message of life in Jesus. Yes, 
God does good things for us. God's desire, I'm learning from the apostles, is that we filter God's 
goodness through our life and give it away as continued witness. 

 
 

Thursday, November 11: Acts 5:27-42 NIV2011 
27 The apostles were brought in and made to appear before the Sanhedrin to be questioned 

by the high priest. 28 “We gave you strict orders not to teach in this name,” he said. “Yet you 
have filled Jerusalem with your teaching and are determined to make us guilty of this man’s 
blood.”  

29 Peter and the other apostles replied: “We must obey God rather than human beings! 
30 The God of our ancestors raised Jesus from the dead—whom you killed by hanging him on a 
cross. 31 God exalted him to his own right hand as Prince and Savior that he might bring Israel to 
repentance and forgive their sins. 32 We are witnesses of these things, and so is the Holy Spirit, 
whom God has given to those who obey him.”  

33 When they heard this, they were furious and wanted to put them to death. 34 But a 
Pharisee named Gamaliel, a teacher of the law, who was honored by all the people, stood up in 
the Sanhedrin and ordered that the men be put outside for a little while. 35 Then he addressed 
the Sanhedrin: “Men of Israel, consider carefully what you intend to do to these men. 36 Some 
time ago Theudas appeared, claiming to be somebody, and about four hundred men rallied to 
him. He was killed, all his followers were dispersed, and it all came to nothing. 37 After him, 
Judas the Galilean appeared in the days of the census and led a band of people in revolt. He too 
was killed, and all his followers were scattered. 38 Therefore, in the present case I advise you: 
Leave these men alone! Let them go! For if their purpose or activity is of human origin, it will 
fail. 39 But if it is from God, you will not be able to stop these men; you will only find yourselves 
fighting against God.”  



40 His speech persuaded them. They called the apostles in and had them flogged. Then they 
ordered them not to speak in the name of Jesus, and let them go.  

41 The apostles left the Sanhedrin, rejoicing because they had been counted worthy of 
suffering disgrace for the Name. 42 Day after day, in the temple courts and from house to house, 
they never stopped teaching and proclaiming the good news that Jesus is the Messiah.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

Arrested again and standing before the Sanhedrin, the apostles are questioned why they 
continue to preach when they have been ordered not to preach about the name of Jesus. The 
apostles’ response is simple, We must obey God rather than human beings! They continue, 
“God sent Jesus and you killed Him, but God still exalted him to God's right hand. He is Prince 
and Savior and through Him people are led to repentance and forgiven of their sins”. They will 
not stop witnessing to this.  

At this the Sanhedrin wanted to execute the apostles but one of their number, Gamaliel, 
stood up and gave an impassioned speech. He told the stories of two ‘would-be saviors’ who 
after they were killed their followers dispersed.  So he said that the Sanhedrin must be careful if 
God's not in it, it'll disappear. And if God is in it, they don't want to be fighting against God. His 
speech persuaded the Sanhedrin, so they had the disciples flogged and let them go. 

The apostles left rejoicing. [But not for the reason we might think…that they were free and 
alive.] The apostles left rejoicing for they had been worthy of suffering disgrace for the name of 
Jesus Christ. And they continued in the temple courts and in house to house preaching the good 
news that Jesus is God's Messiah. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

One thing the passage does is challenge the church to be witnesses to Jesus no matter what 
hardships, controversy or problems come our way due to our preaching of Jesus. 

The passage also causes the church to think about our understanding and theology of 
suffering for Jesus. All too often we personalize our suffering for Jesus’ sake wondering why 
God allows it. The apostles took a completely different tact rejoicing that they had been worthy 
to share disgrace even as their Savior, Jesus, had been disgraced. This puts a completely 
different twist on our theology of suffering for the sake of Jesus. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

I find myself thinking about how I react to difficulties. Certainly, difficulties come in different 
shades and complexities. This passage causes me to think specifically about difficulties that 
come because I am doing things in Jesus’ name. First, honestly, I must admit that I have not 
faced many of those situations, and certainly never like the apostles faced. I'm wondering if this 
means I have been too timid in my witness to Jesus. 

I pray for refreshed boldness to live for Jesus, stand for Jesus, and speak for Jesus. Amen. 
 
 

Friday, November 12: Acts 6:1-7 NIV2011 



1 In those days when the number of disciples was increasing, the Hellenistic Jews among 
them complained against the Hebraic Jews because their widows were being overlooked in the 
daily distribution of food. 2 So the Twelve gathered all the disciples together and said, “It would 
not be right for us to neglect the ministry of the word of God in order to wait on tables. 
3 Brothers and sisters, choose seven men from among you who are known to be full of the Spirit 
and wisdom. We will turn this responsibility over to them 4 and will give our attention to prayer 
and the ministry of the word.”  

5 This proposal pleased the whole group. They chose Stephen, a man full of faith and of the 
Holy Spirit; also, Philip, Procorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, and Nicolas from Antioch, a 
convert to Judaism. 6 They presented these men to the apostles, who prayed and laid their hands 
on them.  

7 So the word of God spread. The number of disciples in Jerusalem increased rapidly, and a 
large number of priests became obedient to the faith.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

As I begin reading chapter 6 Luke's attention shifts to dynamics going on inside the 
community of believers. We learn that a rift was developing along ethnic lines between 
Hellenistic Jews (those speaking Greek) and Hebraic Jews (those speaking Hebrew) over the 
way their widows are receiving their daily distribution of food. [It is interesting to note that the 
believers universally felt it was their obligation to help widow survive.]  

When the problems rose to the level of the apostles, the apostles quickly determined that 
this was not a job they could do. They were called to speak the word and lead in prayer and did 
not have additional time to wait on tables and serve food to the widows. The apostles validated 
the need and determined that it should be handled by others in the company of believers. So, 
the apostles ask the disciples gathered to choose seven men who are known to be full of the 
spirit and wisdom to whom they would give the responsibility to make sure food was 
distributed to Hellenistic widows equitably. The church community was pleased with this 
proposal, and they chose seven men, among them is Steven who we will read about in 
subsequent verses. [Interestingly all the names are Hellenistic, showing some wisdom from the 
people that to create goodwill among Hellenistic widows they should choose Hellenistic men to 
handle the ministry.] The apostles laid their hands on the seven and prayed for them as they 
began their ministry. 

In verse 7 Luke gives an abbreviated summary explaining that the number of disciples 
continues to increase rapidly and then he notes that a number of priests are joining the ranks of 
those who believe. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

While the accounts in the book of Acts are descriptive and not necessarily prescriptive there 
are a number of things we can learn as we sit with this passage open before us. 

One, it is clear the apostles understood that they could not do everything and that they 
should not do everything. Their call from Jesus was to witness to what they had seen and 
heard, to bring light from God's Word and to major in prayer. Even though feeding widows was 



clearly a high priority for the community the apostles were not going to take on those roles, 
rather they would seek others who, guided by God the Holy Spirit, would handle those roles. 

Two, while it is clear the Holy Spirit is leading these decisions, the Spirit is in the 
background. Sometimes the way the Holy Spirit works is through the best wisdom of people 
deeply devoted to God. And a truly mature disciple does not need to validate every decision by 
saying the Holy Spirit told me to... 

Three, clearly the apostles are the voices leading this young community. But the apostles 
themselves did not involve themselves in the choice of who would lead this new food for the 
widows’ ministry. After presenting the concept to the church body they let the church body 
choose the leaders for this ministry. The apostles, apparently, trusted the voice of the Holy 
Spirit in the life of the church body.  

Four, after the body chose the seven men to organize the food distribution to widows, the 
apostles demonstrated their consent by laying their hands on the seven men, blessing the men 
and praying for them. (The laying on of hands may have demonstrated Apostolic approval. The 
laying on of hands also could have demonstrated that the apostles are setting the seven free to 
do the ministry without apostolic interference.) 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

God is reminding me that no leader can do everything. Instead, God's chosen people from 
within the body are to run the various ministries of the body. Discernment is needed to figure 
out who is full of the Spirit and has the wisdom for the particular ministries. 

Personally, do I spend enough of my time in the ministry of the word and prayer? 
 
 

Saturday, November 13: Acts 6:8-15 NIV2011 
8 Now Stephen, a man full of God’s grace and power, performed great wonders and signs 

among the people. 9 Opposition arose, however, from members of the Synagogue of the 
Freedmen (as it was called)—Jews of Cyrene and Alexandria as well as the provinces of Cilicia 
and Asia—who began to argue with Stephen. 10 But they could not stand up against the wisdom 
the Spirit gave him as he spoke.  

11 Then they secretly persuaded some men to say, “We have heard Stephen speak 
blasphemous words against Moses and against God.”  

12 So they stirred up the people and the elders and the teachers of the law. They seized 
Stephen and brought him before the Sanhedrin. 13 They produced false witnesses, who testified, 
“This fellow never stops speaking against this holy place and against the law. 14 For we have 
heard him say that this Jesus of Nazareth will destroy this place and change the customs Moses 
handed down to us.”  

15 All who were sitting in the Sanhedrin looked intently at Stephen, and they saw that his 
face was like the face of an angel. 

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

It was only a few verses earlier when Luke records that Stephen and six others were chosen 
to lead a ministry of food distribution for the early church. Now we read that Stephen is picked 
up by the Jewish leaders as someone subverting the Jewish faith. This is the first time that the 



Jewish leaders have picked on somebody other than an apostle. The pressure on the early 
church by the Jewish leaders is building. 

We are told that Stephen performed wonders and signs among the people, presumably as 
he went about his business of seeing that the widows receive the daily distribution of food. 
[This should be a reminder to all of us that ministry happens, and signs and wonders happen in 
the midst of everyday living for Jesus. A person does not have to be an apostle to be one who 
does signs and wonders. A person does not have to be part of the upfront team to be used by 
God in changing lives for Jesus. All callings or avenues are for the demonstration of Gospel 
power and witness.] 

Opposition arose to Stephen from one of the synagogues in Jerusalem but they were not 
able to stand against the wisdom the Holy Spirit gave Stephen. [Luke is very clear that the 
wisdom Stephen displayed in refuting the men from the Synagogue of the Freedmen came 
from the Holy Spirit. It was not merely his own educated wisdom but an act of God working 
through Stephen at the time.] 

Since they couldn't refute Stephen, they persuaded people to lie about what Stephen said in 
public. This way they were able to stir up the people and the elders and teachers of the law 
against Stephen. As the lies about Stephen mounted in the Sanhedrin all the leaders began to 
look intently at Stephen. Luke notes that they thought his face looked like the face of an Angel. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

The church and readers of this passage learn God is faithful. God said He would send His 
Spirit and His Spirit would give us the words to speak, and that is precisely what happened for 
Stephen. Again, Luke makes it absolutely clear in verse 10, But they could not stand up against 
the wisdom the Spirit gave him as he spoke. 

The Lord is a God of His Word. What He says He will do.  
 

What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 
I am struck by the fact that it is while performing his duties of feeding widows that Stephen 

performs signs and wonders. It is when he is out among the people witnessing the needs of the 
people that God uses him to meet the needs of the people.  

This reminds me that God works most powerfully when we are doing and living His will. 
Lord in, the normal acts of life may I be a tool in Your hand to be used for Your glory. 

Through the name of Jesus Christ, I pray. Amen.  
 
 

Sunday, November 14, 2021 - Sunday Worship  
 
 

If any of my thoughts or the Bible readings spark questions send an email reply and I will do my 
best to answer all questions from people on the list… I will answer personal questions privately; 
general questions will be answered in a subsequent email installment.  
 



If you are reading along with me from the Living Hope website you can send questions or request 
being placed on the weekly email list by emailing Lisa at office@LivingHopeCT.org.   

 
 

Click here for an audio link to my sermons, https://livinghopect.org/resources/audio-sermons. 
Sermons are generally posted within 2 days. We also livestream our full services which are up on our 
YouTube channel, https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgKURRsbX92qqIFgDF1iRWA 

 
 

https://livinghopect.org/resources/audio-sermons
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgKURRsbX92qqIFgDF1iRWA

