
The Weekly Word 
November 1-7, 2021 

 
Hello Bible readers. This week we conclude this week we continue Luke’s account of the 

early chruch reading Acts 3 & 4. I hope you are blessed as you join me. Happy reading… 
Grace and Peace, Bill  

 
To hear the Bible read click this link… http://www.biblegateway.com/resources/audio/. 

 
 

Monday, November 1: Acts 3:1-10 NIV2011 
1 One day Peter and John were going up to the temple at the time of prayer—at three in the 

afternoon. 2 Now a man who was lame from birth was being carried to the temple gate called 
Beautiful, where he was put every day to beg from those going into the temple courts. 3 When 
he saw Peter and John about to enter, he asked them for money. 4 Peter looked straight at him, 
as did John. Then Peter said, “Look at us!” 5 So the man gave them his attention, expecting to 
get something from them.  

6 Then Peter said, “Silver or gold I do not have, but what I do have I give you. In the name of 
Jesus Christ of Nazareth, walk.” 7 Taking him by the right hand, he helped him up, and instantly 
the man’s feet and ankles became strong. 8 He jumped to his feet and began to walk. Then he 
went with them into the temple courts, walking and jumping, and praising God. 9 When all the 
people saw him walking and praising God, 10 they recognized him as the same man who used to 
sit begging at the temple gate called Beautiful, and they were filled with wonder and 
amazement at what had happened to him.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

We don't know how long after the day of Pentecost this event happened, but one would 
assume that the narrative is not long after Pentecost. What a fascinating first account to record 
as the apostles and the church get going. 

Peter and John are heading into the temple at 3:00 PM for a time of prayer when they 
encounter a beggar at the gate to the temple courts. Peter call to the man gaining his attention 
and then in a stroke of boldness Peter says, “Silver or gold I do not have, but what I do have I 
give you. In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, walk.” And the man is instantly healed. Totally 
and completely healed. Peter reaches down grabs his hand and lifts him to his feet immediately 
the man begins to walk he then joins them in the temple. Overjoyed by the mercy and healing 
of God the man is dancing and praising God. People recognize the man as the beggar at the 
beautiful gate; wonder and amazement fill the people because of this miraculous occurrence. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

Immediately after Pentecost the apostles, pictured here through Peter, continue Jesus’ 
miraculous wonderworking ministry in the world. Our passage ends before Peter’s word to the 
people, but miracles are for proclaiming Jesus’ name. It is important for the church to realize 
that Peter did not perform this miracle in his name but the miracle itself is a proclamation of 



Jesus Christ. All our good works need to be accomplished in Jesus’ name and for Jesus’ glory in 
the advancement of God's Kingdom through Jesus here on earth. 

This is a lesson that the church in every age must remember. The deeds we do are for God's 
glory and the advancement of God's Kingdom near and far. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

I am convicted by Peter's boldness. It would have been so easy and natural to stroll past this 
beggar, maybe dropping a coin in his basket maybe choosing to ignore him altogether. 
However, not only does Peter acknowledge the bigger in a stroke of boldness we have never 
seen in Peter before, he speaks the name of Jesus and heals this man just as Jesus might have 
healed this man. No big show or elaborate incantations, simply the declaration of healing in 
Jesus’ name.  

As I said, I am convicted by Peter's boldness... Lord God, I pray for increased boldness to live 
and witness for Jesus. In Jesus’ name I pray. Amen. 

 
 

Tuesday, November 2: Acts 3:11-26 NIV2011 
11 While the man held on to Peter and John, all the people were astonished and came 

running to them in the place called Solomon’s Colonnade. 12 When Peter saw this, he said to 
them: “Fellow Israelites, why does this surprise you? Why do you stare at us as if by our own 
power or godliness we had made this man walk? 13 The God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, the 
God of our fathers, has glorified his servant Jesus. You handed him over to be killed, and you 
disowned him before Pilate, though he had decided to let him go. 14 You disowned the Holy and 
Righteous One and asked that a murderer be released to you. 15 You killed the author of life, but 
God raised him from the dead. We are witnesses of this. 16 By faith in the name of Jesus, this 
man whom you see and know was made strong. It is Jesus’ name and the faith that comes 
through him that has completely healed him, as you can all see.  

 19 Repent, then, and turn to God, so that your sins may be wiped out, that times of 
refreshing may come from the Lord, 20 and that he may send the Messiah, who has been 
appointed for you—even Jesus. 21 Heaven must receive him until the time comes for God to 
restore everything, as he promised long ago through his holy prophets. 22 For Moses said, ‘The 
Lord your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among your own people; you must 
listen to everything he tells you. 23 Anyone who does not listen to him will be completely cut off 
from their people.’ r  

24 “Indeed, beginning with Samuel, all the prophets who have spoken have foretold these 
days. 25 And you are heirs of the prophets and of the covenant God made with your fathers. He 
said to Abraham, ‘Through your offspring all peoples on earth will be blessed.’ v 26 When God 
raised up his servant, he sent him first to you to bless you by turning each of you from your 
wicked ways.”  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

We don’t know if Peter intended to preach in the temple that day, but once the man was 
healed and a crowd formed; Peter seized the moment and gave an impassioned invitation to 
the onlookers to believe in Jesus. 



I was struck by the many details of Jesus’ ordeal that Peter included in his words (for 
example, you… asked that a murderer be released to you.) [Considering the timing of this story, 
the events of Jesus’ death were still quite fresh. The crucifixion may have been only 2 months 
earlier so the people of Jerusalem likely knew all that detail.] 

It doesn’t take Peter long to get to his point… It is Jesus’ name and the faith that comes 
through him that has completely healed him, as you can all see. Repent, then, and turn to God, 
so that your sins may be wiped out, that times of refreshing may come from the Lord… In a short 
span of time Peter pairs this invitation with a warning, Anyone who does not listen to him will 
be completely cut off from their people. [People have a choice… to enter in or be left out.] 

Peter closes out his words by lifting his eyes to the world-wide scope of what God is doing.  
Through your offspring all peoples on earth will be blessed. [I am not sure Peter fully 
understood this yet, still he was faithful to Scripture and Jesus’ Word in Acts 1:8 about going to 
the ends of the earth.] 

Peter concludes with one last call to follow Jesus (inferred) and to turn from their wicked 
ways. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

This episode in Acts reinforces the notion that witness… whether miraculous healing or care 
for poor or whatever forms a platform for preaching salvation in Jesus. The healing, though 
wonderful in its own right, became a springboard for Peter preaching Jesus. Preaching Jesus is 
the endgame for activity by disciples. As I read and listen to this passage this is one of my big 
learnings… 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

It is almost unnecessary to write… the Spirit is probing me, “why do I do the good works I 
do”? More directly God probes… “do I do the good works to do good works or do I use them 
when the door opens to speak about Jesus”? 

 
 

Wednesday, November 3: Acts 4:1-7 NIV2011 
1 The priests and the captain of the temple guard and the Sadducees came up to Peter and 

John while they were speaking to the people. 2 They were greatly disturbed because the apostles 
were teaching the people, proclaiming in Jesus the resurrection of the dead. 3 They seized Peter 
and John and, because it was evening, they put them in jail until the next day. 4 But many who 
heard the message believed; so the number of men who believed grew to about five thousand.  

5 The next day the rulers, the elders and the teachers of the law met in Jerusalem. 6 Annas 
the high priest was there, and so were Caiaphas, John, Alexander and others of the high priest’s 
family. 7 They had Peter and John brought before them and began to question them: “By what 
power or what name did you do this?”  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

Preaching Jesus can be dangerous. 



The captain of the guard does not pick up Peter and John because they healed a man. They 
pick up Peter and John because they were proclaiming in Jesus the resurrection of the dead. 
Because of this they arrested Peter and John and put them in prison. Since it was nighttime the 
duo had to remain in prison overnight. 

At this point Luke inserts that Peter's preaching was not in vain but that many believed and 
the number of followers of Jesus grew from 3000 to about 5000! 

The high priest, Annas, and his family form a tribunal the next day and they have Peter and 
John brought in. They begin to question them about the miracle, by what power or what name 
did you do this? 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

This portion of the account reminds us that preaching Jesus could have negative 
consequences. People in power may misunderstand, they may feel threatened, or they may just 
decide that preaching Jesus is divisive. Whatever their motivations the people in power could 
put the squeeze on our public preaching of Jesus. 

We must be prepared to face negative reactions when we preach Jesus. 
In the second paragraph we see that even negative consequences might open other doors 

to preaching Jesus [we will read about this in tomorrow's passage.] 
 

What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 
I need to become bolder in seizing public moments to speak about Jesus; then I must be 

willing to accept whatever consequences come my way. As a Christ follower I am to witness to 
Jesus near and far, no matter the reaction. 

 
 

Thursday, November 4: Acts 4:8-22 NIV2011 
8 Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them: “Rulers and elders of the people! 9 If we 

are being called to account today for an act of kindness shown to a man who was lame and are 
being asked how he was healed, 10 then know this, you and all the people of Israel: It is by the 
name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified but whom God raised from the dead, that 
this man stands before you healed. 11 Jesus is  

“‘the stone you builders rejected,  
which has become the cornerstone.’ k  

12 Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to mankind by 
which we must be saved.”  

13 When they saw the courage of Peter and John and realized that they were unschooled, 
ordinary men, they were astonished and they took note that these men had been with Jesus. 
14 But since they could see the man who had been healed standing there with them, there was 
nothing they could say. 15 So they ordered them to withdraw from the Sanhedrin and then 
conferred together. 16 “What are we going to do with these men?” they asked. “Everyone living 
in Jerusalem knows they have performed a notable sign, and we cannot deny it. 17 But to stop 



this thing from spreading any further among the people, we must warn them to speak no longer 
to anyone in this name.”  

18 Then they called them in again and commanded them not to speak or teach at all in the 
name of Jesus. 19 But Peter and John replied, “Which is right in God’s eyes: to listen to you, or to 
him? You be the judges! 20 As for us, we cannot help speaking about what we have seen and 
heard.”  

21 After further threats they let them go. They could not decide how to punish them, because 
all the people were praising God for what had happened. 22 For the man who was miraculously 
healed was over forty years old.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

The account of the lame man's healing continues. Peter and John are brought before the 
Jewish council. Peter speaks for the duo, saying to the Jewish leaders that if they have been 
arrested because of a kindness shown to the man then everyone needs to know that the man 
was healed by the name of Jesus Christ, whom you crucified but whom God raised from the 
dead. Peter goes on to say that Jesus is this cornerstone.  

in verse 12 Peter makes a profound statement that salvation is found only in the name of 
Jesus. Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to 
mankind by which we must be saved. 

At this point the scene shifts to the Jewish leaders who recognized Peter and John's courage 
and that they were unschooled ordinary men. Because the great miracle had been done and the 
man was standing there before them, there was nothing they could do to Peter and John. All 
the religious leaders could do was warn Peter and John to stop speaking and spreading Jesus’ 
name anymore. 

However, Peter and John replied that they must do what is right in God's eyes, saying that 
they cannot help speaking about what they have seen and heard.  

The Jewish leaders conveyed more threats but couldn't make up their minds to do anything 
more significant to Peter and John because everyone was talking about the great miracle that 
had happened because the man who was healed was over 40 years old. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

For brothers and sisters in the church a number of teaching moments stand out in this 
passage. 

When we witness to Jesus some people may not be pleased and we could suffer on account 
of our witness to Jesus. 

Even in the face of our accusers the witness of Peter and John tells us that we must not back 
down and continue to be forthright in telling people about the name, fame and power of Jesus 
Christ. 

As promised God, the Holy Spirit, will give us words to speak when we stand before 
councils. This passage is an example of the work of the Holy Spirit when believers are under 
duress. 

We in the church must hold the line that salvation is found only in the name of Jesus Christ. 
And it is in Jesus Christ’s name that people must be saved. 



When threatened and facing reprisal for bearing witness to Jesus we like these apostles 
must stay faithful to God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit and not be cowed into silence or 
faithlessness by the threats of human beings. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

I continue to be convicted by the faith and boldness of Peter. Only two months earlier the 
voice of a slave girl caused him to lie and call curses down upon himself. But now following 
Pentecost and the filling of the Holy Spirit Peter has become the rock that Jesus saw in him. His 
faithfulness in the face of bullying and threats is astounding. I wish I were a quarter of the man, 
the disciple, Peter was. 

Lord God, I pray for boldness and clarity in speaking about Jesus to others. 
 
 

Friday, November 5: Acts 4:23-31 NIV2011 
23 On their release, Peter and John went back to their own people and reported all that the 

chief priests and the elders had said to them. 24 When they heard this, they raised their voices 
together in prayer to God. “Sovereign Lord,” they said, “you made the heavens and the earth 
and the sea, and everything in them. 25 You spoke by the Holy Spirit through the mouth of your 
servant, our father David:  

“ ‘Why do the nations rage  
and the peoples plot in vain?  

26 The kings of the earth rise up  
and the rulers band together  

against the Lord  
and against his anointed one.’ b  

27 Indeed Herod and Pontius Pilate met together with the Gentiles and the people of Israel in this 
city to conspire against your holy servant Jesus, whom you anointed. 28 They did what your 
power and will had decided beforehand should happen. 29 Now, Lord, consider their threats and 
enable your servants to speak your word with great boldness. 30 Stretch out your hand to heal 
and perform signs and wonders through the name of your holy servant Jesus.”  

31 After they prayed, the place where they were meeting was shaken. And they were all filled 
with the Holy Spirit and spoke the word of God boldly.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

This passage tells us what John and Peter did after being released.  
First, they returned to their people and led everyone in prayer, blessing God, thanking Him 

for His word and praying for boldness. The culmination of prayer is an astounding ‘ask’, given 
that they have just come from being arrested for preaching Jesus. They prayed for boldness. 
Now, Lord, consider their threats and enable your servants to speak your word with great 
boldness. 30 Stretch out your hand to heal and perform signs and wonders through the name of 
your holy servant Jesus, 



God answered that prayer by causing the meeting room to shake and filling again each 
person with God, the Holy Spirit. The result is that they spoke the Word of God even more 
boldly. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

What would you do after a night in jail for the “crime” of witnessing to Jesus? Honestly, I 
don't know what I would do, but I'm pretty sure I would not have displayed the trust and faith 
in the Lord that Peter and John displayed. 

When they gathered with their people, they prayed, blessing God and thanking Him for His 
Word which helped them understand that nations’ rage against God. And as God's people we 
catch the brunt of some of that rage. Their words always came back to Jesus and His example 
set the tone for them moving forward. Their prayer culminated in an amazing request of God, 
Now, Lord, consider their threats and enable your servants to speak your word with great 
boldness. 30 Stretch out your hand to heal and perform signs and wonders through the name of 
your holy servant Jesus.  

What can we, the Church of the 21st century, learn from these men in this episode? We can 
learn to pray for increased boldness to witness to Jesus, to be the hand of God through which 
people are healed and wonders are performed. Never for our glo,ry always for the glory of 
Jesus. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

Need to begin praying for more and more boldness in my witness and in my living for Jesus.  
 
 

Saturday, November 6: Acts4:32-37  NIV2011 
32 All the believers were one in heart and mind. No one claimed that any of their possessions 

was their own, but they shared everything they had. 33 With great power the apostles continued 
to testify to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus. And God’s grace was so powerfully at work in 
them all 34 that there were no needy persons among them. For from time to time those who 
owned land or houses sold them, brought the money from the sales 35 and put it at the apostles’ 
feet, and it was distributed to anyone who had need.  

36 Joseph, a Levite from Cyprus, whom the apostles called Barnabas (which means “son of 
encouragement”), 37 sold a field he owned and brought the money and put it at the apostles’ 
feet. 

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

Luke provided another one of his summaries of what was happening in the church. It was a 
one paragraph big-picture summary of the life of believers.  

In today's passage Luke focused primarily on the heart of people, the way God was drawing 
them together to love and care for one another. A great sense of care for one another flooded 
the church so that there was no needy person among them. People didn't claim their 
possessions as their own but shared what they had with others. That's why there was no needy 



person among them. The apostles continued to preach and testified to the resurrection of Jesus 
and this apparently fueled this connection between people.  

Those who had wealth would, as the Spirit prompted them, sell a house for some land and 
offer the proceeds to the apostles to care for those people in need. Luke told of one such 
person Joseph, also known as Barnabas, which means son of encouragement.  

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

It's interesting to me that the apostles did not preach generosity, they preached Jesus. As 
the Spirit of Jesus, the Holy Spirit, flooded their lives, God welled up within the body a 
tremendous generosity one for another. Luke told us of a person named Joseph, commonly 
called Barnabas, who generously sold the field and gave the money to the apostles for people in 
need. (Barnabas will become an important figure in the book of Acts.) 

The church can always learn from the early church, a gift and wonder of generosity.  
 

What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 
I guess if I'm honest with myself I'm hearing the challenge of generosity; to become a man 

like Barnabas. His practical and real encouragement helped many. 
 
 

Sunday, November 7, 2021 - Sunday Worship  
 
 

If any of my thoughts or the Bible readings spark questions send an email reply, and I will do my 
best to answer all questions from people on the list… I will answer personal questions privately; 
general questions will be answered in a subsequent email installment.  
 
If you are reading along with me from the Living Hope website, you can send questions or request 
being placed on the weekly email list by emailing Lisa at office@LivingHopeCT.org.   

 
 

Click here for an audio link to my sermons, https://livinghopect.org/resources/audio-sermons. 
Sermons are generally posted within 2 days. We also livestream our full services which are up on our 
YouTube channel, https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgKURRsbX92qqIFgDF1iRWA 

 
 

https://livinghopect.org/resources/audio-sermons
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgKURRsbX92qqIFgDF1iRWA

