
The Weekly Word 
October 25-31, 2021 

 
Hello Bible readers. This week we conclude Luke’s Gospel with two passages in chapter 24 

this week. Next we will begin reading Luke’s second volume, Acts. My plan is to return to reading 2 
chapters a week. My desire is to soak myself in the Scriptures. I hope you are blessed as you join me. 
Happy reading… 

Grace and Peace, Bill  

 
To hear the Bible read click this link… http://www.biblegateway.com/resources/audio/. 

 
 

Monday, October 25: Luke 24:36-49 NIV2011 
36 While they were still talking about this, Jesus himself stood among them and said to them, 

“Peace be with you.”  
37 They were startled and frightened, thinking they saw a ghost. 38 He said to them, “Why are 

you troubled, and why do doubts rise in your minds? 39 Look at my hands and my feet. It is I 
myself! Touch me and see; a ghost does not have flesh and bones, as you see I have.”  

40 When he had said this, he showed them his hands and feet. 41 And while they still did not 
believe it because of joy and amazement, he asked them, “Do you have anything here to eat?” 
42 They gave him a piece of broiled fish, 43 and he took it and ate it in their presence.  

44 He said to them, “This is what I told you while I was still with you: Everything must be 
fulfilled that is written about me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms.”  

45 Then he opened their minds so they could understand the Scriptures. 46 He told them, “This 
is what is written: The Messiah will suffer and rise from the dead on the third day, 47 and 
repentance for the forgiveness of sins will be preached in his name to all nations, beginning at 
Jerusalem. 48 You are witnesses of these things. 49 I am going to send you what my Father has 
promised; but stay in the city until you have been clothed with power from on high.”  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

We are still on the first day of the week, the day of resurrection. What a day it has been. 
The women went to the tomb and discovered Jesus was not there. He had risen. Then a couple 
of disciples met and talked with Jesus along the road to Emmaus. They raced back to tell the 
Eleven that Jesus had indeed been raised. While they were still talking with the Eleven that’s 
where today’s story takes place. 

Jesus appears in the room. Initially the group is frightened, thinking they see a ghost. But 
Jesus assures them, showing His hands and feet (the marks of crucifixion) and has them touch 
His body. A ghost does not have flesh and bones, as you see I have, Jesus says to them. 

The disciples still struggled to believe, although their fear had turned into amazement. Then 
Jesus took some food and ate it in their presence, reminding them of what He told them before 
His passion… fulfilling all that was written about Him in the Law, prophets and psalms. 

Then he opened their minds so they could understand the Scriptures. [This is the turning 
point. God’s touch was necessary for them to understand the Scriptures.] Jesus then confirms 
that He had to suffer, die and rise from the dead. Next Jesus commissions them to be His 



witnesses to all nations, telling them to wait in the city until you have been clothed with power 
from on high. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

For believers this passage yet again confirms Jesus’ resurrection. But even more it 
establishes that believers are to be witnesses to all nations [God’s good news in Jesus is for 
EVERYONE.] But before they (we) can be witnesses they had to wait for God’s power to clothe 
them. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

The Lord is reminding me that the end game of salvation is to be a witness to Jesus, near 
and far, so that the name of Jesus and message of Jesus is spread to all nations… The question 
God is posing to me is, how am I being a witness here where I live and around the world? 

 
 

Tuesday, October 26: Luke 24:50-53/Acts 1:1-11 NIV2011 
50 When he had led them out to the vicinity of Bethany, he lifted up his hands and blessed 

them. 51 While he was blessing them, he left them and was taken up into heaven. 52 Then they 
worshiped him and returned to Jerusalem with great joy. 53 And they stayed continually at the 
temple, praising God. 

 
Acts 1… 1 In my former book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus began to do and to teach 
2 until the day he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to the 
apostles he had chosen. 3 After his suffering, he presented himself to them and gave many 
convincing proofs that he was alive. He appeared to them over a period of forty days and spoke 
about the kingdom of God. 4 On one occasion, while he was eating with them, he gave them this 
command: “Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father promised, which you have 
heard me speak about. 5 For John baptized with water, but in a few days you will be baptized 
with the Holy Spirit.”  

6 Then they gathered around him and asked him, “Lord, are you at this time going to restore 
the kingdom to Israel?”  

7 He said to them: “It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father has set by his own 
authority. 8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my 
witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”  

9 After he said this, he was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud hid him from their 
sight.  

10 They were looking intently up into the sky as he was going, when suddenly two men 
dressed in white stood beside them. 11 “Men of Galilee,” they said, “why do you stand here 
looking into the sky? This same Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, will come back 
in the same way you have seen him go into heaven.”  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 



The end of Luke and the opening of Acts describes the same event. In the gospel Luke 
abbreviates his description as he winds this Gospel to a conclusion. Acts gives additional detail 
as he describes the same event. 

Luke goes out of his way to assure his readers that Jesus rose from the dead. He 
underscores the veracity of that claim, writing that Jesus over 40-days gave many convincing 
proofs that he was alive. With Acts we know they stayed in Jerusalem because Jesus instructed 
them to stay and wait for to be baptized with the Holy Spirit. [I feel certain they had no idea 
what being baptized by the Holy Spirit meant.] 

The apostles are still confused about things, querying to Jesus, Lord, are you at this time 
going to restore the kingdom to Israel? But thanks to that question Jesus gives one of His great 
one-liners. But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my 
witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth. 

Those are the final words Jesus speaks to the Eleven before He returns to the Father. I can 
only imagine what kind of deep impression those words made on the disciples. 

Jesus is ascended into heaven and as they remain gawking into the sky two men dressed in 
white [could they be that same two men the women saw at the tomb?] who explain that Jesus 
will return in the same way… ‘someday,’ which is implied in the text. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

Last words are often important, and Jesus’ last words here tell us that we as disciples have a 
task… to witness to Jesus to the ends of the earth and that this can only be done by the power 
of the Holy Spirit. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

God probes: Am I engaged in the word-wide advance of Jesus’ Gospel message? It is easy to 
give generic answers…  the Lord gently keeps digging.  

 
 

Wednesday, October 27: Acts 1:12-26 NIV2011 
12 Then the apostles returned to Jerusalem from the hill called the Mount of Olives, a 

Sabbath day’s walk from the city. 13 When they arrived, they went upstairs to the room where 
they were staying. Those present were Peter, John, James and Andrew; Philip and Thomas, 
Bartholomew and Matthew; James son of Alphaeus and Simon the Zealot, and Judas son of 
James. 14 They all joined together constantly in prayer, along with the women and Mary the 
mother of Jesus, and with his brothers.  

15 In those days Peter stood up among the believers (a group numbering about a hundred 
and twenty) 16 and said, “Brothers and sisters, d the Scripture had to be fulfilled in which the Holy 
Spirit spoke long ago through David concerning Judas, who served as guide for those who 
arrested Jesus. 17 He was one of our number and shared in our ministry.”  

18 (With the payment he received for his wickedness, Judas bought a field; there he fell 
headlong, his body burst open and all his intestines spilled out. 19 Everyone in Jerusalem heard 
about this, so they called that field in their language Akeldama, that is, Field of Blood.)  

20 “For,” said Peter, “it is written in the Book of Psalms:  



“ ‘May his place be deserted;  
let there be no one to dwell in it,’ l  

and,  

“ ‘May another take his place of leadership.’ m  

21 Therefore it is necessary to choose one of the men who have been with us the whole time the 
Lord Jesus was living among us, 22 beginning from John’s baptism to the time when Jesus was 
taken up from us. For one of these must become a witness with us of his resurrection.”  

23 So they nominated two men: Joseph called Barsabbas (also known as Justus) and 
Matthias. 24 Then they prayed, “Lord, you know everyone’s heart. Show us which of these two 
you have chosen 25 to take over this apostolic ministry, which Judas left to go where he belongs.” 
26 Then they cast lots, and the lot fell to Matthias; so he was added to the eleven apostles.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

Luke begins to paint the picture of the disciples after Jesus returns to heaven. They do as 
Jesus said and returned to the room where the other disciples are staying. 

Peter stands and addresses the gathering explaining from the Scriptures that Judas needs to 
be replaced as one of the apostles. He explains that they need to choose someone who has 
been with them from the beginning (John’s baptism). [This tells us that there have been a group 
of people beyond the named apostles who have been following Jesus.] 

They propose two men. Then they pray, “Lord, you know everyone’s heart. Show us which of 
these two you have chosen 25 to take over this apostolic ministry, which Judas left to go where 
he belongs.” Then they cast lots and Matthias is chosen and was added to the eleven apostles.  

[This is the only time in the NT where “lots” are used to decide, note it comes before 
Pentecost.] 

Matthias is chosen. This is the only time he is mentioned in the NT. 
 

What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

Following the Scriptures is our guide for life… and even before Pentecost, prayer was the 
understood connection between believers and God’s will.  

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

Mechanism for decision aside, this account shows a reliance on the Word of God and 
prayer. The Lord is calling me or reminding me of the basics, God's Word and prayer. The 
question that the Lord asks of me is, am I attending to these pillars of faith? 

  
 

Thursday, October 28: Acts 2:1-13 NIV2011 
1 When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place. Suddenly a sound like 

the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and filled the whole house where they were 
sitting. 3 They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on each 



of them. 4 All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues x as 
the Spirit enabled them.  

5 Now there were staying in Jerusalem God-fearing Jews from every nation under heaven. 
6 When they heard this sound, a crowd came together in bewilderment, because each one heard 
their own language being spoken. 7 Utterly amazed, they asked: “Aren’t all these who are 
speaking Galileans? 8 Then how is it that each of us hears them in our native language? 
9 Parthians, Medes and Elamites; residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and 
Asia, d 10 Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya near Cyrene; visitors from Rome 
11 (both Jews and converts to Judaism); Cretans and Arabs—we hear them declaring the 
wonders of God in our own tongues!” 12 Amazed and perplexed, they asked one another, “What 
does this mean?”  

13 Some, however, made fun of them and said, “They have had too much wine.”  
 

What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 
This Pentecost event is extraordinary in the life of the church. The church battles over the 

meaning of Pentecost and what it means to be filled with the Holy Spirit. Additionally, the 
church has a wide spectrum of belief on whether each person is endowed with the gift of 
tongues. Unfortunately, our battles at times cloud some of the realities of this passage. 

The gift of tongues displayed here appears to be different then the gift of tongues Paul 
describes in the letter to the Corinthians. In this particular outpouring, the apostles began to 
speak in other human languages that are readily understood by an assembling crowd drawn by 
the displays going on. In this case tongues was a direct witness manifestation to the world 
about Jesus. Tongues enabled the apostles to speak in the heart language of peoples who had 
assembled in Jerusalem for the feast of Pentecost, a Jewish feast. 

This passage clearly connects the filling of the Holy Spirit and witness to Jesus. 
In verse 13 we receive a dose of reality, not everyone accepts the truth about Jesus and the 

works of the Holy Spirit. Whenever we witnessed to Jesus, we face potential blowback. 
 

What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

For the church no matter where one's theology comes down on the baptism of the Holy 
Spirit, being filled by the Holy Spirit and the miraculous events of Pentecost day, the church  
must recognize the direct connection between being filled with the Holy Spirit and witness to 
Jesus. 

The Pentecost event is a direct fulfillment Acts 1:8. But you will receive power when the Holy 
Spirit comes on you; you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to 
the ends of the earth. Pentecost day was the first fruit of Acts 1:8. On that day the church spoke 
in languages that resonated throughout a huge swath of the Roman Empire. God was on the 
move and God has been empowering His church to be on the move ever since. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

Leaning on the presence and power of the Holy Spirit in my life, am I advancing God's 
Kingdom? Am I doing things and living in such a way that people find Jesus? Am I? 

 



 
Friday, October 29: Acts 2:14-41 NIV2011 

14 Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised his voice and addressed the crowd: “Fellow 
Jews and all of you who live in Jerusalem, let me explain this to you; listen carefully to what I 
say. 15 These people are not drunk, as you suppose. It’s only nine in the morning! 16 No, this is 
what was spoken by the prophet Joel:  

17 “ ‘In the last days, God says,  
I will pour out my Spirit on all people.  

Your sons and daughters will prophesy,  
your young men will see visions,  
your old men will dream dreams.  

18 Even on my servants, both men and women,  
I will pour out my Spirit in those days,  
and they will prophesy.  

19 I will show wonders in the heavens above  
and signs on the earth below,  
blood and fire and billows of smoke.  

20 The sun will be turned to darkness  
and the moon to blood  
before the coming of the great and glorious day of the Lord.  

21 And everyone who calls  
on the name of the Lord will be saved.’ p  

22 “Fellow Israelites, listen to this: Jesus of Nazareth was a man accredited by God to you by 
miracles, wonders and signs, which God did among you through him, as you yourselves know. 
23 This man was handed over to you by God’s deliberate plan and foreknowledge; and you, with 
the help of wicked men, put him to death by nailing him to the cross. 24 But God raised him from 
the dead, freeing him from the agony of death, because it was impossible for death to keep its 
hold on him. 25 David said about him:  

“ ‘I saw the Lord always before me.  
Because he is at my right hand,  
I will not be shaken.  

26 Therefore my heart is glad and my tongue rejoices;  
my body also will rest in hope,  

27 because you will not abandon me to the realm of the dead,  
you will not let your holy one see decay.  

28 You have made known to me the paths of life;  
you will fill me with joy in your presence.’ y  

29 “Fellow Israelites, I can tell you confidently that the patriarch David died and was buried, 
and his tomb is here to this day. 30 But he was a prophet and knew that God had promised him 
on oath that he would place one of his descendants on his throne. 31 Seeing what was to come, 
he spoke of the resurrection of the Messiah, that he was not abandoned to the realm of the 



dead, nor did his body see decay. 32 God has raised this Jesus to life, and we are all witnesses of 
it. 33 Exalted to the right hand of God, he has received from the Father the promised Holy Spirit 
and has poured out what you now see and hear. 34 For David did not ascend to heaven, and yet 
he said,  

“ ‘The Lord said to my Lord:  
“Sit at my right hand  

35 until I make your enemies  
a footstool for your feet.” ’ m  

36 “Therefore let all Israel be assured of this: God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, 
both Lord and Messiah.”  

37 When the people heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and the other 
apostles, “Brothers, what shall we do?”  

38 Peter replied, “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for 
the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 The promise is for 
you and your children and for all who are far off—for all whom the Lord our God will call.”  

40 With many other words he warned them; and he pleaded with them, “Save yourselves 
from this corrupt generation.” 41 Those who accepted his message were baptized, and about 
three thousand were added to their number that day.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

How did the apostles make sense of what happened through them Pentecost morning? 
Peter, as a representative for all the apostles, stands and addresses the crowd. In this passage, 
which is longer than what I usually read, Peter answers the crowd. [I found it helpful to read 
back over this passage skipping the inserted scriptures. This helped me better follow and 
understand Peter’s progression of thought.] 

Peter begins addressing the crowd explaining that what they are hearing is the Holy Spirit 
being poured out on people as promised in the prophet Joel. After making this claim Peter 
moves immediately to the topic of Jesus. 

In his second paragraph Peter begins to laud the exploits of Jesus which the people 
themselves know about. He then recounts that wicked men put Jesus to death but God raised 
Jesus back to life. Peter goes on to explain that after being raised to life Jesus was Exalted to the 
right hand of God, he has received from the Father the promised Holy Spirit and has poured out 
what you now see and hear. Then in verse 36 Peter lands his speech with these powerful words: 
God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and Messiah. 

At this the people listening to Peter are cut to the heart by the Holy Spirit and they cry out.  
Peter responds repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the 

forgiveness of sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. Peter goes on to explain that 
this is for all whom Lord God will call. 

Luke tells us that Peter spoke many more things pleading with the people to save 
yourselves from this corrupt generation. 3000 people accepted and believed his message and 
were baptized. 

 



What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

Pondering this passage, it's fascinating to me that we often zero in on the outpouring of the 
Holy Spirit, but Luke is clearly driving the passage towards the preaching of Jesus. Peter actually 
gives minimal comment to the Holy Spirit beyond the quotation of the Joel prophesy. Instead, 
at the first opportune moment, Peter steers his words towards Jesus mentioning Jesus’ life, 
miracles, death, resurrection and then His ascension into heaven. Peter ties things back to the 
Holy Spirit by mentioning that Jesus pours out what the Father gave Him when He returned to 
heaven. But then Luke immediately returns to Jesus being both Lord and Messiah. 

At the mentioning of this truth the Holy Spirit does His work and cuts people to the heart 
causing them to put their faith in Jesus, to repent and be baptized. 

The Pentecost incident is the backdrop against which Peter preaches Jesus and the 
preaching of Jesus brings people into the Kingdom of God. Here we read about the first fruits 
Acts 1:8, where Holy Spirit power is granted to make them (us) witnesses to Jesus.  

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

I am struck by Peter’s adroitness to turns his words to be witnesses of Jesus. I long for his 
skill to turn conversations towards Jesus. Oh God, Father, Jesus, Holy Spirit, teach me and show 
me how to turn regular conversations into witnessing opportunities to Jesus. I pray this in Jesus’ 
name. Amen. 

 
 

Saturday, October 30: Acts 2:42-47 NIV2011 
42 They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of 

bread and to prayer. 43 Everyone was filled with awe at the many wonders and signs performed 
by the apostles. 44 All the believers were together and had everything in common. 45 They sold 
property and possessions to give to anyone who had need. 46 Every day they continued to meet 
together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and 
sincere hearts, 47 praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people. And the Lord added to 
their number daily those who were being saved. 

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

The church is born. Up to now Jesus’ disciples were a closed community huddling together 
in fear of the Jews. Now they have the need to incorporate 3000 people into the fold. What will 
they do? How will they act? Luke gives us a summary. 

Everyone -implying the original 120 plus the new 3000- did four basic things. They attended 
to the apostolic witness to Jesus, to the group, to the breaking of bread [which likely included 
both the Lords’ supper reenactment and eating together] and to prayer. During these times 
God manifested His presence in wonders and signs. The hearts of people were for one another, 
so when there was a need everyone pitched in and took care of it. There is little wonder that 
other people noticed and were drawn to faith in the Lord. So the church grew. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 



This passage is a STRONG reminder to the church of those four pillars… The Word, the 
community (caring for one another in dramatic and tangible ways), sacrament + fellowship and 
prayer. A church will never go wrong when it majors in those activities. Are they everything a 
church should do… NO, but they certainly create a strong foundation upon which a faithful God-
honoring, out-reaching church can incorporate other aspects of life and ministry. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

Do I attend to those four elements in my life as a disciple of Jesus??? 
 

Sunday, October 31, 2021 - Sunday Worship  
 
 

If any of my thoughts or the Bible readings spark questions send an email reply and I will do my 
best to answer all questions from people on the list… I will answer personal questions privately; 
general questions will be answered in a subsequent email installment.  
 
If you are reading along with me from the Living Hope website you can send questions or request 
being placed on the weekly email list by emailing Lisa at office@LivingHopeCT.org.   

 
 

Click here for an audio link to my sermons, https://livinghopect.org/resources/audio-sermons. 
Sermons are generally posted within 2 days. We also livestream our full services which are up on our 
YouTube channel, https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgKURRsbX92qqIFgDF1iRWA 

 
 

https://livinghopect.org/resources/audio-sermons
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgKURRsbX92qqIFgDF1iRWA

