
The Weekly Word 
October 18-24, 2021 

 
Hello Bible readers.  This week we wii read Luke’s depiction of Jesus’ death and resurrection 

from chapters 23-24 this week. Happy reading… 
Grace and Peace, Bill  

 
To hear the Bible read click this link… http://www.biblegateway.com/resources/audio/. 

 
 

Monday, October 18: Luke 23:1-25 NIV2011 
1 Then the whole assembly rose and led him off to Pilate. 2 And they began to accuse him, 

saying, “We have found this man subverting our nation. He opposes payment of taxes to Caesar 
and claims to be Messiah, a king.”  

3 So Pilate asked Jesus, “Are you the king of the Jews?”  
“You have said so,” Jesus replied.  
4 Then Pilate announced to the chief priests and the crowd, “I find no basis for a charge 

against this man.”  
5 But they insisted, “He stirs up the people all over Judea by his teaching. He started in 

Galilee and has come all the way here.”  
6 On hearing this, Pilate asked if the man was a Galilean. 7 When he learned that Jesus was 

under Herod’s jurisdiction, he sent him to Herod, who was also in Jerusalem at that time.  
8 When Herod saw Jesus, he was greatly pleased, because for a long time he had been 

wanting to see him. From what he had heard about him, he hoped to see him perform a sign of 
some sort. 9 He plied him with many questions, but Jesus gave him no answer. 10 The chief priests 
and the teachers of the law were standing there, vehemently accusing him. 11 Then Herod and 
his soldiers ridiculed and mocked him. Dressing him in an elegant robe, they sent him back to 
Pilate. 12 That day Herod and Pilate became friends—before this they had been enemies.  

13 Pilate called together the chief priests, the rulers and the people, 14 and said to them, “You 
brought me this man as one who was inciting the people to rebellion. I have examined him in 
your presence and have found no basis for your charges against him. 15 Neither has Herod, for 
he sent him back to us; as you can see, he has done nothing to deserve death. 16 Therefore, I will 
punish him and then release him.” [17]  

18 But the whole crowd shouted, “Away with this man! Release Barabbas to us!” 19 (Barabbas 
had been thrown into prison for an insurrection in the city, and for murder.)  

20 Wanting to release Jesus, Pilate appealed to them again. 21 But they kept shouting, 
“Crucify him! Crucify him!”  

22 For the third time he spoke to them: “Why? What crime has this man committed? I have 
found in him no grounds for the death penalty. Therefore I will have him punished and then 
release him.”  

23 But with loud shouts they insistently demanded that he be crucified, and their shouts 
prevailed. 24 So Pilate decided to grant their demand. 25 He released the man who had been 
thrown into prison for insurrection and murder, the one they asked for, and surrendered Jesus to 
their will.  



 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

This is the sad account of Jesus’ conviction and sentence to death in Jerusalem before the 
Roman court. 

The religious leaders had already made up their mind that Jesus should die. Not having 
authority to execute anyone, they dragged Jesus before Pilate, the Roman governor in 
Jerusalem. Pilate question Jesus but could determine no guilt. During his questioning he learned 
that Jesus was from Galilee, seeking to pass the problem of Jesus and the Jews onto someone 
else he had Jesus taken to Herod who happened to be in Jerusalem that day. (Herod had the 
legal authority over Galilee.) Herod had heard about Jesus and wanted to see Him perform 
some miracles since he had heard that Jesus was a miracle-worker. But Jesus refused to 
perform any miracles or even answer any of Herod's questions, so Herod had his soldiers insult 
Jesus and send Him back to Pilate. 

Pilate tried in vain to exonerate Jesus. Three times he told the Jews there was no basis to 
kill Jesus. But the Jews kept insisting that Pilate execute Him. Each time Pilate explained that 
there was no reason to find Jesus guilty the Jews and Jewish leaders cried all the more loudly 
that Jesus should be executed. Crucify him crucify him was their refrain. Seeing no other 
recourse Pilate freed a man accused of insurrection and sent Jesus off to be executed. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

The church throughout the centuries cringes at the heartaches in this passage. Jesus, whom 
we professed to be Lord and king of heaven and earth, God Himself in human flesh, is rejected 
at every turn. First the Jewish leaders reject Him. Then King Herod and finally Pilate. Jesus is 
rejected by all authority; religious establishment of Israel and the Roman establishment 
represented by Herod and Pilate reject Jesus. 

We in the Church of Jesus Christ, serve, honor and worship a rejected Savior. 
 

What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 
Being reminded of what Jesus went through for me reminds me how much God loves me. I 

am blessed to follow a Savior who would do this for the world and me! 
 
 

Tuesday, October 19: Luke 23:26-43 NIV2011 
26 As the soldiers led him away, they seized Simon from Cyrene, who was on his way in from 

the country, and put the cross on him and made him carry it behind Jesus. 27 A large number of 
people followed him, including women who mourned and wailed for him. 28 Jesus turned and 
said to them, “Daughters of Jerusalem, do not weep for me; weep for yourselves and for your 
children. 29 For the time will come when you will say, ‘Blessed are the childless women, the 
wombs that never bore and the breasts that never nursed!’ 30 Then  

“ ‘they will say to the mountains, “Fall on us!”  
and to the hills, “Cover us!” ’ p  

31 For if people do these things when the tree is green, what will happen when it is dry?”  



32 Two other men, both criminals, were also led out with him to be executed. 33 When they 
came to the place called the Skull, they crucified him there, along with the criminals—one on his 
right, the other on his left. 34 Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they 
are doing.” t And they divided up his clothes by casting lots.  

35 The people stood watching, and the rulers even sneered at him. They said, “He saved 
others; let him save himself if he is God’s Messiah, the Chosen One.”  

36 The soldiers also came up and mocked him. They offered him wine vinegar 37 and said, “If 
you are the king of the Jews, save yourself.”  

38 There was a written notice above him, which read: THIS IS THE KING OF THE JEWS.  
39 One of the criminals who hung there hurled insults at him: “Aren’t you the Messiah? Save 

yourself and us!”  
40 But the other criminal rebuked him. “Don’t you fear God,” he said, “since you are under 

the same sentence? 41 We are punished justly, for we are getting what our deeds deserve. But 
this man has done nothing wrong.”  

42 Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.”  
43 Jesus answered him, “Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in paradise.”  
 

What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 
After all Jesus endured, I tried to picture His walk to Calvary carrying His cross beam. So 

broken was He that He needed help carrying His cross, thus we learn about Simon from Cyrene.  
Along the way to Calvary, exhausted as He must be, Jesus takes a moment to speak with the 

women who are following Him. 
At the place called “the Skull”, Jesus is crucified between two criminals. Jesus, I imagine Him 

looking out at the people and the city, speaks, “Father, forgive them, for they do not know what 
they are doing. The rulers sneered as they watched His torturous death and they insulted Him. 
The soldiers also insulted Him… “If you are the king of the Jews, save yourself.” Luke notes the 
sign above His head… THIS IS THE KING OF THE JEWS. [The sign was meant as an insult to Jesus and 
the Jews; yet it becomes a prophet-word about His identity.] 

The scene shifts to the two criminals. One insulting Jesus, the second defending Him and 
asking Jesus to be remembered when He enters His kingdom. Jesus assures the second criminal, 
Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in paradise.  

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

From the perspective of Christ followers, we continue with Jesus on His journey of salvation. 
Thinking about this passage I focus on Jesus’ two statements.  

Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing… to endure the torturous 
physical pain that Jesus endured while also carrying the weight of human guilt is beyond my 
comprehension. But then on top off that the fact that Jesus has the heart to forgive people 
blows my mind. This action by Jesus speaks volumes about the kind of love and forgiveness that 
we, who follow Jesus, are to offer to the world. This is love and forgiveness that can only be 
heaven-inspired. Many victims of the cross died raving lunatics, the result of the torture they 
endured. Yet, here is Jesus forgiving the world for our sins, which put Him there in the first 
place. Oh, the Love of GOD! 



Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in paradise…  the promise of salvation is always at 
hand for anyone who believes and will put their trust in Jesus. Anyone. Anytime. This is the 
promise of God in Christ Jesus, the Lord. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

I am reminded of the time I first said, “Yes Jesus, save me. Love me. Forgive me. I will 
follow.” God did and my life was changed, and the Lord has never let me go. How can I best live 
this truth and share this truth? Oh God, help me witness to the love and mercy I have found in 
Jesus.  

 
 

Wednesday, October 20: Luke 23:44-49 NIV2011 
44 It was now about noon, and darkness came over the whole land until three in the 

afternoon, 45 for the sun stopped shining. And the curtain of the temple was torn in two. 46 Jesus 
called out with a loud voice, “Father, into your hands I commit my spirit.” j When he had said 
this, he breathed his last.  

47 The centurion, seeing what had happened, praised God and said, “Surely this was a 
righteous man.” 48 When all the people who had gathered to witness this sight saw what took 
place, they beat their breasts and went away. 49 But all those who knew him, including the 
women who had followed him from Galilee, stood at a distance, watching these things.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

The torturous three hours from noon to three are not described. [The Gospels witness to 
Jesus’ death but the gore and pain is never their focus. They all look through the events to the 
meaning of His death… the salvation for all who believe.] 

The curtain of the temple was torn in two… [an indication that the way to God and God’s 
forgiveness is now open to all.] In the end, Jesus rests in the hands of the Father… Father, into 
your hands I commit my spirit. A picture of total trust in the Father. 

The Roman centurion, sensing the gravity of the moment, declares Surely this was a 
righteous man. Others beat their breasts at the sight, while women who followed Him 
(followed Him = language of a disciple) took everything in. [Think about it, they had to be the 
people who told all of these events to the other disciples which eventually was incorporated 
into the Gospel… 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

Despite the horror and tragedy of Jesus’ arrest, ‘trial’, prosecution and death, Jesus never 
wavered in His fidelity to and with the Father. Jesus was one with the Father and totally in with 
the plan of salvation. He did all this for the world He loves… 

What a message we have to share with the world. What a message… 
 

What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 
What a message I get to live and share with the world through my living!!! The Lord nudges 

me to probe myself. How am I doing as a living witness for Jesus??? 



 
 

Thursday, October 21: Luke 23:50-56 NIV2011 
50 Now there was a man named Joseph, a member of the Council, a good and upright man, 

51 who had not consented to their decision and action. He came from the Judean town of 
Arimathea, and he himself was waiting for the kingdom of God. 52 Going to Pilate, he asked for 
Jesus’ body. 53 Then he took it down, wrapped it in linen cloth and placed it in a tomb cut in the 
rock, one in which no one had yet been laid. 54 It was Preparation Day, and the Sabbath was 
about to begin.  

55 The women who had come with Jesus from Galilee followed Joseph and saw the tomb and 
how his body was laid in it. 56 Then they went home and prepared spices and perfumes. But they 
rested on the Sabbath in obedience to the commandment.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

What would become of the dead body of Jesus? [I started thinking about criminals who 
were crucified. What did authorities do with the bodies? I don’t know. Maybe family members 
collected the bodies, but I am not sure. Maybe they were left to hang for a few days, a sign to 
the people that this is what the Roman government does to criminals. I don’t know. Maybe 
they were taken down and tossed into a mass grave. I don’t know. But we do know what 
happened to Jesus’ body.] 

Joseph from Arimathea, a Jewish leader, gets permission to take the corpse of Jesus and 
bury it. He does so in a tomb cut in a rock that had never been used. 

The women watch where Jesus’ body is laid, but don’t do anything because it was the 
Sabbath, except to prepare the spices to be applied after the Sabbath. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

For the church… this is just the continuation of Jesus’ salvation story. Jesus is truly dead and 
buried as the great creeds of the church profess.  

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

The slow read of the passion account allows me time to enter it… While in New Mexico I 
visited the Cathedral in Santa Fe. In a reflection garden outside, there was a winding path with 
bronze depictions of the Stations of the Cross. The depictions of Jesus were engrossing and for 
me visceral. I discreetly photographed the crucifixion bronzes, but there were too many people 
at the “laid him in the tomb” station. There is finality to the final station, people lingered, I did 
too… 

Jesus went through the entire ordeal… for me, for you, for the world that people might 
believe and be saved, that people might be reconnected with God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 
now and for all eternity.  

Thank You, Jesus… thank You.  
 
 
 



Friday, October 22: Luke 24:1-12 NIV2011 
1 On the first day of the week, very early in the morning, the women took the spices they had 

prepared and went to the tomb. 2 They found the stone rolled away from the tomb, 3 but when 
they entered, they did not find the body of the Lord Jesus. 4 While they were wondering about 
this, suddenly two men in clothes that gleamed like lightning stood beside them. 5 In their fright 
the women bowed down with their faces to the ground, but the men said to them, “Why do you 
look for the living among the dead? 6 He is not here; he has risen! Remember how he told you, 
while he was still with you in Galilee: 7 ‘The Son of Man must be delivered over to the hands of 
sinners, be crucified and on the third day be raised again.’ ” 8 Then they remembered his words.  

9 When they came back from the tomb, they told all these things to the Eleven and to all the 
others. 10 It was Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of James, and the others with them 
who told this to the apostles. 11 But they did not believe the women, because their words 
seemed to them like nonsense. 12 Peter, however, got up and ran to the tomb. Bending over, he 
saw the strips of linen lying by themselves, and he went away, wondering to himself what had 
happened.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

Thankfully Jesus’ story doesn’t end with Him being placed in a tomb. The Gospel account 
fast-forwards to Sunday morning. The Sabbath is over, and the women take the spices they 
have prepared for Jesus’ body and go to the tomb. They find the stone rolled away and going 
inside they do not find His body. Instead, as they stand there two gleaming men appear. 
Confused and frightened they bowed to the men who speak. “Why do you look for the living 
among the dead? 6 He is not here; he has risen! Remember how he told you, while he was still 
with you in Galilee: 7 ‘The Son of Man must be delivered over to the hands of sinners, be 
crucified and on the third day be raised again.’  Their minds fill with remembrance. 

The women return to the Eleven (notice it is no longer the Twelve but now the Eleven… 
Judas has committed suicide). The Eleven didn’t believe the women. [I suspect some of their 
unbelief is due to the staggering nature of what the women said and that they were women!] 
Even though the women’s words seemed like nonsense, Peter rose to check it out… just in case 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

Jesus is RISEN! This is the great message of the church. And the fact that Jesus is risen 
declares that everything He taught and modeled is TRUE! And we, the church, are witnesses to 
the truth, death and resurrection of Jesus.  

Secondly, it should not be lost that the first heralds of Jesus’ resurrection are women. This 
defies every convention of the day. God chooses the unlikely to declare His message… God 
chooses you and me to declares His message! 

  
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

Declaring Jesus is simply testifying to what you know… the women knew the tomb was 
empty and that is what they said. I know that Jesus has changed my life and that is what I can 
share with others… the loving life change of Jesus. Now just do it… 

 



 
Saturday, October 23: Luke 24:13-34 NIV2011 

13 Now that same day two of them were going to a village called Emmaus, about seven miles 
from Jerusalem. 14 They were talking with each other about everything that had happened. 15 As 
they talked and discussed these things with each other, Jesus himself came up and walked along 
with them; 16 but they were kept from recognizing him.  

17 He asked them, “What are you discussing together as you walk along?”  
They stood still, their faces downcast. 18 One of them, named Cleopas, asked him, “Are you 

the only one visiting Jerusalem who does not know the things that have happened there in these 
days?”  

19 “What things?” he asked.  
“About Jesus of Nazareth,” they replied. “He was a prophet, powerful in word and deed 

before God and all the people. 20 The chief priests and our rulers handed him over to be 
sentenced to death, and they crucified him; 21 but we had hoped that he was the one who was 
going to redeem Israel. And what is more, it is the third day since all this took place. 22 In 
addition, some of our women amazed us. They went to the tomb early this morning 23 but didn’t 
find his body. They came and told us that they had seen a vision of angels, who said he was 
alive. 24 Then some of our companions went to the tomb and found it just as the women had 
said, but they did not see Jesus.”  

25 He said to them, “How foolish you are, and how slow to believe all that the prophets have 
spoken! 26 Did not the Messiah have to suffer these things and then enter his glory?” 27 And 
beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he explained to them what was said in all the 
Scriptures concerning himself.  

28 As they approached the village to which they were going, Jesus continued on as if he were 
going farther. 29 But they urged him strongly, “Stay with us, for it is nearly evening; the day is 
almost over.” So he went in to stay with them.  

30 When he was at the table with them, he took bread, gave thanks, broke it and began to 
give it to them. 31 Then their eyes were opened and they recognized him, and he disappeared 
from their sight. 32 They asked each other, “Were not our hearts burning within us while he 
talked with us on the road and opened the Scriptures to us?”  

33 They got up and returned at once to Jerusalem. There they found the Eleven and those 
with them, assembled together 34 and saying, “It is true! The Lord has risen and has appeared to 
Simon.” 35 Then the two told what had happened on the way, and how Jesus was recognized by 
them when he broke the bread. 

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

Luke alone includes this account.  
Two disciples travel to Emmaus, a seven mile maybe 2-hour walk from Jerusalem, sometime 

later on the 1st day. Along the way another traveler connects with them. They begin discussing 
the events of the day… Jesus and the empty tomb found by the women. The traveler seems 
oblivious to these events. But then the traveler begins to explain the OT, how the Messiah had 
to suffer before entering glory.  



When they reach Emmaus, the pair begins to peel off to their destination. Looking like the 
traveler will continue on His way, they invite Him to join them for the night since the evening is 
fast approaching. He accepts. 

When the meal comes, He took the bread and broke it, gave thanks and began to distribute 
it when God opened their eyes and they recognized Jesus… and He disappeared from them. 

Immediately they returned to Jerusalem, found the Eleven and proclaimed, “It is true! The 
Lord has risen and has appeared to Simon.”  Then they went on to tell everything what had 
happened. 

  
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

This story is yet one more confirmation that Jesus indeed did rise from the dead according 
to the Scriptures.  

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

This deliberate read through the passion, death and resurrection of Jesus serves to anchor 
my faith more strongly. Although the message is incredible… it is true. I believe!!! Halleluiah, I 
believe!!! 

 
 

Sunday, October 24, 2021 - Sunday Worship  
 
 

If any of my thoughts or the Bible readings spark questions send an email reply and I will do my 
best to answer all questions from people on the list… I will answer personal questions privately; 
general questions will be answered in a subsequent email installment.  
 
If you are reading along with me from the Living Hope website you can send questions or request 
being placed on the weekly email list by emailing Lisa at office@LivingHopeCT.org.   

 
 

Click here for an audio link to my sermons, https://livinghopect.org/resources/audio-sermons. 
Sermons are generally posted within 2 days. We also livestream our full services which are up on our 
YouTube channel, https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgKURRsbX92qqIFgDF1iRWA 

 
 

https://livinghopect.org/resources/audio-sermons
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgKURRsbX92qqIFgDF1iRWA

