
The Weekly Word 
September 27-October 3, 2021 

 
Hello Bible readers, thanks for joining me. We continue Luke’s Gosple, reading chapter 19 

and 20 this week. Happy reading… 
Grace and Peace, Bill  

 
To hear the Bible read click this link… http://www.biblegateway.com/resources/audio/. 

 
 

Monday, September 27: Luke 19:1-10 NIV2011 
1 Jesus entered Jericho and was passing through. 2 A man was there by the name of 

Zacchaeus; he was a chief tax collector and was wealthy. 3 He wanted to see who Jesus was, but 
because he was short he could not see over the crowd. 4 So he ran ahead and climbed a 
sycamore-fig tree to see him, since Jesus was coming that way.  

5 When Jesus reached the spot, he looked up and said to him, “Zacchaeus, come down 
immediately. I must stay at your house today.” 6 So he came down at once and welcomed him 
gladly.  

7 All the people saw this and began to mutter, “He has gone to be the guest of a sinner.”  
8 But Zacchaeus stood up and said to the Lord, “Look, Lord! Here and now I give half of my 

possessions to the poor, and if I have cheated anybody out of anything, I will pay back four 
times the amount.”  

9 Jesus said to him, “Today salvation has come to this house, because this man, too, is a son 
of Abraham. 10 For the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost.”  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

I love the story of Zacchaeus, it is such an account of God’s mercy and devotion. 
As Jesus entered Jericho, Zacchaeus, who was a chief tax collector and wealthy, heard Jesus 

was coming.  In order to get a glimpse at Jesus he ran ahead of the moving mob and climbed a 
tree to get a look at Him. Jesus approached the tree, looked up to Zacchaeus and told him to 
come down.  Jesus said He wanted to stay at Zacchaeus’ house. Zacchaeus welcomed Jesus. 

People who watched this unfold began to mutter, he is gone to be the guest of a sinner. 
Without directly stating this, it seems that the scene shifts to Zacchaeus’ home. Zacchaeus 

stands up and says to Jesus, Look, Lord! Here and now I give half of my possessions to the poor, 
and if I cheated anyone out of anything, I will pay back four times the amount. Jesus blesses him 
telling him that salvation has come to his house because Zacchaeus is a son of Abraham 

Luke concludes this passage writing, for the son of man to came to seek and to save the lost. 
 

What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

The story of Zacchaeus is a living parable of Jesus’ message about seeking lost people from 
chapter 15. Jesus deliberately calls out to Zacchaeus and invites Himself to Zacchaeus’ home. 
Overwhelmed by the graciousness of God the Lord Zacchaeus donates a significant portion of 
his wealth to the poor adding, “Anyone I have cheated I will pay four times the amount to 



them”. This grand gesture by Zacchaeus seems to be a response of love and gratitude for Jesus 
and the graciousness Jesus has shown to him. This is also a confession of faith in Jesus. Luke 
concludes this passage stating that the son of man came to seek and to save the lost... This is a 
reminder that we, who call ourselves Christ followers, must also seek and save the lost even as 
Jesus our Lord has done. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

How much of a lost-persons-seeker am I? Since chapter 15 this has been in the background 
as I have been reading Luke's Gospel. I need to grow in this area of my faith. 

 
 

Tuesday, September 28: Luke 19:11-27 NIV2011 
11 While they were listening to this, he went on to tell them a parable, because he was near 

Jerusalem and the people thought that the kingdom of God was going to appear at once. 12 He 
said: “A man of noble birth went to a distant country to have himself appointed king and then to 
return. 13 So he called ten of his servants and gave them ten minas. ‘Put this money to work,’ he 
said, ‘until I come back.’  

14 “But his subjects hated him and sent a delegation after him to say, ‘We don’t want this 
man to be our king.’  

15 “He was made king, however, and returned home. Then he sent for the servants to whom 
he had given the money, in order to find out what they had gained with it.  

16 “The first one came and said, ‘Sir, your mina has earned ten more.’  
17 “ ‘Well done, my good servant!’ his master replied. ‘Because you have been trustworthy in 

a very small matter, take charge of ten cities.’  
18 “The second came and said, ‘Sir, your mina has earned five more.’  
19 “His master answered, ‘You take charge of five cities.’  
20 “Then another servant came and said, ‘Sir, here is your mina; I have kept it laid away in a 

piece of cloth. 21 I was afraid of you, because you are a hard man. You take out what you did not 
put in and reap what you did not sow.’  

22 “His master replied, ‘I will judge you by your own words, you wicked servant! You knew, 
did you, that I am a hard man, taking out what I did not put in, and reaping what I did not sow? 
23 Why then didn’t you put my money on deposit, so that when I came back, I could have 
collected it with interest?’  

24 “Then he said to those standing by, ‘Take his mina away from him and give it to the one 
who has ten minas.’  

25 “ ‘Sir,’ they said, ‘he already has ten!’  
26 “He replied, ‘I tell you that to everyone who has, more will be given, but as for the one 

who has nothing, even what they have will be taken away. 27 But those enemies of mine who did 
not want me to be king over them—bring them here and kill them in front of me.’ ”  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

There are two elements for this passage. There is a word to servants, and a separate word 
to those who opposed the king. Jesus sets up the parable and in doing so explains that certain 
people did not want this man to become king and they sent a delegation ahead of him to argue 



that case, which they lost because he did become king. At the conclusion of the parable we see 
that the king executes his judgment upon those who opposed him and had them killed. 

The largest portion of this passage is a parable about the minas that the king, who was 
going away to be crowned, gave to particular servants. He called in three servants and gave 10 
minas to one, to another he gave 5 minas and the third servant received only one mina. 

When the king returned the first two servants returned 100% profit. The third person chose 
to do nothing with the mina he was given. He buried it for safekeeping and when the master 
came back, he returned it to his master. Furious that the servant did not even take the trouble 
to put it on deposit with the banker so he could earn interest, the king took the mina from that 
person and gave it to the man who originally received ten. Where the first two were praised 
and given one city to manage for each mina they had originally been given, this third person 
was given no further responsibilities at all. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

Taking a slow read of this passage, I see more in it then I have seen previously. Prior to 
today I have not noticed that there are two distinct groups of people in this parable, his 
servants and the group of people who did not want him to become king. The king deals with 
these two groups differently and from that I can derive two prime elements that are important 
for Jesus-followers today and in every age. 

For servants (Christ followers) there is clear application that we are to take the resources 
the Lord has given to us and use them for Kingdom production. Gaining more for our king than 
he had before. Luke does not mention what the master’s criteria was in doling out his treasure. 
One servant received 10, another servant received five and a third servant received one mina. 
Were the amounts based on merit? We don't know. No matter how they were determined the 
one who received 10 returned ten additional to the master; The one who received 5 returned 
five additional to the master and both were rewarded with additional blessings, one city for 
each coin they had been originally given. 

The third servant who received one coin did nothing with it. He buried it in the backyard. 
The master was angry and asked why he didn't at least put it in the bank on deposit so he 
would at least earn some interest. This servant had his mina are taken away from him. This 
parable seems to be telling us that one, we are to be using our gifts to further the Kingdom for 
our master God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit. And two, if we don't use our 
gifts to honor God and further his Kingdom then we can expect those gifts to be taken away 
from us and given to someone who will. 

Looking now at those who opposed the king (people who do not believe in Jesus) when the 
king returns, He will have His enemies killed. God’s message, we need to understand that there 
will be a judgment, and the outcome for those who have not become God's servant will be dire 
and it will be death. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

What is the Lord saying to me through this passage? I better be using the gifts God has 
given me to advance His kingdom. If I don't, God may take from me the gifts He's given and 
entrust them to someone who will use them for His kingdom advantage. 



 
 

Wednesday, September 29: Luke 19:28-44 NIV2011 
28 After Jesus had said this, he went on ahead, going up to Jerusalem. 29 As he approached 

Bethphage and Bethany at the hill called the Mount of Olives, he sent two of his disciples, saying 
to them, 30 “Go to the village ahead of you, and as you enter it, you will find a colt tied there, 
which no one has ever ridden. Untie it and bring it here. 31 If anyone asks you, ‘Why are you 
untying it?’ say, ‘The Lord needs it.’”  

32 Those who were sent ahead went and found it just as he had told them. 33 As they were 
untying the colt, its owners asked them, “Why are you untying the colt?”  

34 They replied, “The Lord needs it.”  
35 They brought it to Jesus, threw their cloaks on the colt and put Jesus on it. 36 As he went 

along, people spread their cloaks on the road.  
37 When he came near the place where the road goes down the Mount of Olives, the whole 

crowd of disciples began joyfully to praise God in loud voices for all the miracles they had seen:  

38 “Blessed is the king who comes in the name of the Lord!” t  

“Peace in heaven and glory in the highest!”  

39 Some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to Jesus, “Teacher, rebuke your disciples!”  
40 “I tell you,”He replied, “if they keep quiet, the stones will cry out.”  
41 As he approached Jerusalem and saw the city, he wept over it 42 and said, “If you, even 

you, had only known on this day what would bring you peace—but now it is hidden from your 
eyes. 43 The days will come upon you when your enemies will build an embankment against you 
and encircle you and hem you in on every side. 44 They will dash you to the ground, you and the 
children within your walls. They will not leave one stone on another, because you did not 
recognize the time of God’s coming to you.”  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

Generally known as Jesus’ Triumphal Entry, this is the account of Jesus entering Jerusalem 
for that last time. 

As he neared Jerusalem and came to the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two disciples to 
retrieve a colt and bring it back to him. Everything happens exactly as Jesus tells them it would. 
After finding the colt and speaking to its owner, as Jesus directed them, they bring the colt back 
to Jesus. Then they throw their cloaks upon it and put Jesus on the colt. As Jesus and His 
entourage went along people began to lay their cloaks on the ground before Jesus. As He began 
to descend the Mount of Olives to enter Jerusalem people began joyfully praising God for all 
that they had seen Jesus do. They shouted, 

338 “Blessed is the king who comes in the name of the Lord!” t“Peace in heaven and glory in 
the highest!”  

At this point Pharisees spoke up and told Jesus to rebuke His disciples (for shouting these    
Messianic slogans about Jesus). Jesus, in a moment of defiance told the Pharisees that if the 

people kept quiet the stones would cry out. 



Shortly after this Jesus paused and wept over the city, crying out, if you, even you, I had 
known on this day what would bring you peace - but now it is hidden from your eyes. He goes on 
to explain that an enemy will encircle them and hem them in and kill people within the city. 
And that not a single stone will be left on another because they did not recognize the time of 
God’s coming to you. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

This passage reinforces Jesus is Messianic role as He enters into Jerusalem. He is the blessed 
king who comes in the name of the Lord. He alone brings peace in heaven and glory in the 
highest. (Remember what the angels sang at Jesus’ birth, see Luke chapter 2?). 

Jesus is God's King... sadly the Pharisees and the people of Jerusalem never could see that. 
And as a result, Jerusalem was destroyed. This prophetic word came true in about 70 AD when 
the Romans sieged and destroyed Jerusalem. 

This passage also reinforces Jesus’ deep love for the people of Jerusalem and His deep 
sadness that they simply don't get it. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

If I put myself into the text as one of the roadside participants, the Word asks me if I will lay 
down my valuables (people only had one cloak and to lay it before someone that might trample 
on it with a colt is a significant sacrifice and image of deep homage people are giving to Jesus). 
Am I willing to lay down my valuables in order to praise Jesus as my Lord? 

The stubbornness of the Pharisees to miss what's happening is also a caution to me that 
being religious is not the same as loving Jesus. And I need to constantly guard myself from 
being religious so that I can be a true follower of Jesus. 

 
 

Thursday, September 30: Luke 19:45-48 NIV2011 
45 When Jesus entered the temple courts, he began to drive out those who were selling. 46 “It 

is written,” he said to them,  “‘My house will be a house of prayer’; but you have made it ‘a den 
of robbers.’”  

47 Every day he was teaching at the temple. But the chief priests, the teachers of the law and 
the leaders among the people were trying to kill him. 48 Yet they could not find any way to do it, 
because all the people hung on his words.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

Jesus is now in Jerusalem and He is making His final splash before He consummates His 
incarnation through His arrest, flogging, crucifixion, and resurrection. 

After entering Jerusalem Jesus goes to the temple seeing the activity and the bizarre-like 
atmosphere in the outer courts of the temple Jesus begins to drive out those who are selling 
items likely for temple worship. He declared it is written, my house will be a house of prayer; 
but you have made it a den of robbers. 

Jesus taught in the temple area daily. Even as He was doing this, the religious leaders, chief 
priests, the teachers of the law and the leaders among the people were looking for ways to kill 



Jesus. But they were unable to do so because the people were enraptured by the words and 
teachings of Jesus. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

Stepping back and absorbing Jesus’ dramatic actions at the temple we, the people of God, 
must never monetize faith in Jesus. We must also never put any kind of monetary barrier in the 
way of people coming to Jesus. The temple had a prescribed layout with the outer regions 
being designated for Gentiles and then the inner regions moving closer to the center were for 
Jewish women, Jewish men, priests and then the most holy place that only the high priest could 
enter. It appears that the selling of items was taking place in the outer, Gentile ring, of the 
temple thus it was denying the one place where non-Jews could go and pray and worship God. 
This is what Jesus attacked when He drove out those who were selling goods at the temple.  

Again, we in the church must never put any kind of barrier between people seeking God and 
God Himself. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

First, this passage speaks to me as a pastor/preacher that in my preaching I must not create 
any kind of barriers that make it difficult for people to hear about Jesus in my message. And 
most importantly to accept the message of Jesus and enter into new life with Jesus. 

As a Christ follower, displays of “faith” must never take place of heartfelt prayer and 
devotion to Jesus. For example, a Jesus bumper sticker cannot replace a deep prayer life. 
Prayer, connecting with the Father, Son and Holy Spirit, is the life blood of faith; it must be the 
lifeblood of my personal walk with Jesus. 

 
 

Friday, October 1: Luke 20:1-8 NIV2011 
1 One day as Jesus was teaching the people in the temple courts and proclaiming the good 

news, the chief priests and the teachers of the law, together with the elders, came up to him. 
2 “Tell us by what authority you are doing these things,” they said. “Who gave you this 
authority?”  

3 He replied, “I will also ask you a question. Tell me: 4 John’s baptism—was it from heaven, or 
of human origin?”  

5 They discussed it among themselves and said, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will ask, ‘Why 
didn’t you believe him?’ 6 But if we say, ‘Of human origin,’ all the people will stone us, because 
they are persuaded that John was a prophet.”  

7 So they answered, “We don’t know where it was from.”  
8 Jesus said, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I am doing these things.”  
 

What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 
As one might expect in the temple courts Jesus was met with opposition from the Jewish 

religious leaders. One day as Jesus was teaching, the chief priests and teachers of the law track 
Jesus down and questioned Him. They wanted to know who gave Jesus authority to teach as He 



was teaching. Jesus was not willing to take any nonsense from them so He responded with a 
question of His own…was John's baptism from heaven or of human origin? 

The religious leaders understood the trap Jesus had set for them. If they responded from 
God, then He would ask why they didn't believe John. And if they responded of human origin 
then the people who believe John to be a prophet would revolt against them. So, they tried to 
wiggle out of the confrontation by responding, “we don't know.” 

Jesus had them right where He wanted them. And He responded, “ Neither am I going to 
tell you by whose authority I am doing these things.” 

  
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

What does this passage teach us? Certainly, it shows us the adept skill Jesus has in dealing 
with religious leaders and people who come after Him. This passage also provides us with a 
negative example in the religious leaders. Rather than give an honest answer to the question 
posed to them by Jesus, the religious leaders like so many politicians of today, chose not to give 
an answer feigning ignorance. When it comes to faith in Jesus feigning ignorance will not stand 
up in God's court of law. Everyone must decide what they believe about Jesus. And if you don't 
make a conscious decision, you have made a decision because not choosing to follow Jesus 
means you are rejecting Him. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

My take home from this passage is my affirmation that I believe in Jesus, He is the Lord of 
life and He is the Lord God I will choose to follow. 

It is good and spiritually healthy to affirm and renew one's commitment to Jesus on a 
regular basis and today is one of those days for me. 

 
 

Saturday, October 2: Luke 20:9-19 NIV2011 
9 He went on to tell the people this parable: “A man planted a vineyard, rented it to some 

farmers and went away for a long time. 10 At harvest time he sent a servant to the tenants so 
they would give him some of the fruit of the vineyard. But the tenants beat him and sent him 
away empty-handed. 11 He sent another servant, but that one also they beat and treated 
shamefully and sent away empty-handed. 12 He sent still a third, and they wounded him and 
threw him out.  

13 “Then the owner of the vineyard said, ‘What shall I do? I will send my son, whom I love; 
perhaps they will respect him.’  

14 “But when the tenants saw him, they talked the matter over. ‘This is the heir,’ they said. 
‘Let’s kill him, and the inheritance will be ours.’ 15 So they threw him out of the vineyard and 
killed him.  

“What then will the owner of the vineyard do to them? 16 He will come and kill those tenants 
and give the vineyard to others.”  

When the people heard this, they said, “God forbid!”  
17 Jesus looked directly at them and asked, “Then what is the meaning of that which is 

written:  



“ ‘The stone the builders rejected  
has become the cornerstone’?  

18 Everyone who falls on that stone will be broken to pieces; anyone on whom it falls will be 
crushed.”  

19 The teachers of the law and the chief priests looked for a way to arrest him immediately, 
because they knew he had spoken this parable against them. But they were afraid of the people.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

Jesus has just been interrogated by the religious leaders regarding the authority He has to 
preach and teach to the people (our scripture reading from yesterday). Without losing a beat 
Jesus tells everyone who is listening, a parable about a man who planted a vineyard (a vineyard 
was a common metaphor for Israel). He went on a long trip and rented his vineyard to some 
people. When the time for fruit to be harvested came he sent back a servant to receive some of 
the harvest but the tenants beat the servant and send him away empty handed. The owner 
sent a second servant whom the tenants also beat and treated shamefully and sent him away. 
They did the same to a third servant. Finally, the owner decided he would send his son whom 
he loved hoping that the tenants would give him the harvest he was due. However, the tenants 
seeing the owners heir conspired and then kill the son believing that they would then become 
the owners of the vineyard.  

Jesus then asks what the owner of the vineyard will do? Jesus answers His own question, 
the owner will come and kill those tenants and give the vineyard to others.  

When the people heard this, they said, “God forbid!” 
At their response Jesus responds quoting from the Old Testament, “Then what is the 

meaning of that which is written:  

“ ‘The stone the builders rejected  
has become the cornerstone’?  

18 Everyone who falls on that stone will be broken to pieces; anyone on whom it falls will be 
crushed.” 

The teachers of the law who were listening to Jesus grew agitated and angry and looked for 
a way to arrest Jesus immediately because they knew this parable was spoken against them. 
But they didn't act because they were afraid of how the people would respond. 

  
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

This parable is a rehash of the Old Testament. God has “rented” the land to the Jewish 
nation but when He anticipated receiving “produce” of His people they belligerently did not 
give it. God then sent prophet after prophet to His people (calling them back to God honoring 
faith in the Lord). These prophets were cast aside and some were even killed. Now in Jesus God 
is sending this Son He loves. But the Jewish leaders will kill Him believing then that the vineyard 
will be their own. But God will destroy them and give the vineyard to others. 

In this parable the vineyard will be taken from the Jewish people and given to others (likely 
meaning Gentiles). 



For this parable and other acts, the chief priests are looking for a way to kill Jesus but they 
have to do it in a way that will anger the people. 

As Gentile believers we must recognize that we have been invited into relationship with 
God engrafted into His people because of the hardness of the Jewish peoples’ hearts. 
Therefore, we must never take for granted the gift of life given to us in Jesus, lest we become 
like the Jews before us. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

So, I ponder and personalize this passage. I find myself questioning how faithfully I attend to 
the Lord's vineyard. Do I return to him produce that I should? I find myself quietly searching my 
life and praying that I am being faithful to the one who saved me. 

 
 

Sunday, October 3, 2021 - Sunday Worship  
 
 

If any of my thoughts or the Bible readings spark questions send an email reply and I will do my 
best to answer all questions from people on the list… I will answer personal questions privately; 
general questions will be answered in a subsequent email installment.  
 
If you are reading along with me from the Living Hope website you can send questions or request 
being placed on the weekly email list by emailing Lisa at office@LivingHopeCT.org.   

 
 

Click here for an audio link to my sermons, https://livinghopect.org/resources/audio-sermons. 
Sermons are generally posted within 2 days. We also livestream our full services which are up on our 
YouTube channel, https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgKURRsbX92qqIFgDF1iRWA 

 
 

https://livinghopect.org/resources/audio-sermons
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgKURRsbX92qqIFgDF1iRWA

