
The Weekly Word 
September 20-26, 2021 

 
Hello Bible readers thanks for joining me. We continue Luke’s Gosple reading chapter 18 

this week. Happy reading… 
Grace and Peace, Bill  

 
To hear the Bible read click this link… http://www.biblegateway.com/resources/audio/. 

 
 

Monday, September 20: Luke 18:1-8 NIV2011 
1 Then Jesus told his disciples a parable to show them that they should always pray and not 

give up. 2 He said: “In a certain town there was a judge who neither feared God nor cared what 
people thought. 3 And there was a widow in that town who kept coming to him with the plea, 
‘Grant me justice against my adversary.’  

4 “For some time he refused. But finally he said to himself, ‘Even though I don’t fear God or 
care what people think, 5 yet because this widow keeps bothering me, I will see that she gets 
justice, so that she won’t eventually come and attack me!’ ”  

6 And the Lord said, “Listen to what the unjust judge says. 7 And will not God bring about 
justice for his chosen ones, who cry out to him day and night? Will he keep putting them off? 8 I 
tell you, he will see that they get justice, and quickly. However, when the Son of Man comes, will 
he find faith on the earth?”  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

In this passage Luke explains that Jesus told His listeners right up front what He intended for 
them to learn from this parable. They should always pray and not give up. 

Jesus tells about a judge who is not particularly righteous. A woman comes to him for 
justice. He refused her but she kept coming back and coming back and coming back. Eventually 
he decides to grant her justice because he was tired of the woman bothering him. 

Jesus makes the point that God the Father who loves you and cares for you will provide 
justice to those who cry out to Him day and night. 

Jesus concludes this little teaching with these words, however, when the Son of Man comes, 
will he find faith on the earth? 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

It's obvious what God wants us to take away from this Jesus teaching. We, individuals and 
the church collectively, should pray and not give up. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

I feel exposed. Does my prayer life measure up? I don't really think so. And if I'm honest 
with myself, I'm not sure I have an adequate training plan to grow in my perseverance and 
persistence and in prayer. 

 



 
Tuesday, September 21: Luke 18:9-14 NIV2011 

9 To some who were confident of their own righteousness and looked down on everyone 
else, Jesus told this parable: 10 “Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the 
other a tax collector. 11 The Pharisee stood by himself and prayed: ‘God, I thank you that I am 
not like other people—robbers, evildoers, adulterers—or even like this tax collector. 12 I fast 
twice a week and give a tenth of all I get.’  

13 “But the tax collector stood at a distance. He would not even look up to heaven, but beat 
his breast and said, ‘God, have mercy on me, a sinner.’  

14 “I tell you that this man, rather than the other, went home justified before God. For all 
those who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who humble themselves will be exalted.”  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

In today's passage Luke opens with an editorial sentence that provides his readers with a 
clear understanding of Jesus’ message about to be delivered in a parable.  

Two men go to the temple to pray. One man a Pharisee stands by himself and praises, 
thanking God that is not like other people…robbers, evil doers, adulterers, or tax collectors. He 
then recites his piety to God. I've done this, and I've done that. The second man, a tax collector, 
stands back at a distance. He assumes a humble contrite position not even daring to look up to 
heaven and he beats his breast as he prays, God have mercy on me a sinner. 

Jesus, not leaving any wiggle room for interpretation of the parable, explains that it was the 
tax collector and not the Pharisee who went home justified before God. Jesus then makes the 
sweeping pronouncement, for all those who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who 
humble themselves will be exalted. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

Jesus has taught on humility versus hubris before. But this teaching is penetrating and 
concise, reminding Christ followers to adopt the position of humility, recognizing that we all 
deserve wrath but because of what Jesus has done for us we will receive mercy. We must never 
become arrogant about the mercy we have received. Like everyone else, we are sinners plain 
and simple. Don't exalt yourself; instead humble yourself before God and in the sight of others. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

It is all too easy to think highly of myself. This passage is a warning to me. I am no different 
than the tax collector; oh God, have mercy on me, a sinner. Amen. 

 
 

Wednesday, September 22: Luke 18:15-17 NIV2011 
15 People were also bringing babies to Jesus for him to place his hands on them. When the 

disciples saw this, they rebuked them. 16 But Jesus called the children to him and said, “Let the 
little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of God belongs to such as 



these. 17 Truly I tell you, anyone who will not receive the kingdom of God like a little child will 
never enter it.”  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

This section is a straightforward incident in the life of Jesus. People were bringing their 
babies and children to Jesus so that he might place his hands on them and likely bless them. 
The disciples however saw this as an intrusion or a situation to be managed so they rebuked the 
adults bringing their children to Jesus. Jesus would have none of it.  He called out to the 
children and said, “let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the Kingdom 
of God belongs to such as these”. 

Jesus did not stop simply issuing an invitation for the children to come to him. Jesus took 
the opportunity to create a teaching moment for the adults and crowds around. Jesus taught, 
truly I tell you, anyone who will not receive the Kingdom of God like a little child will never enter 
it. 

  
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

How important are children? Very important says Jesus. They are important in and of 
themselves and they provide an excellent illustration for adults as well. 

The first reminder for God’s people in this brief passage is that children, in and of 
themselves, have value and worth in the eyes of Jesus. To hinder people from bringing their 
children to Jesus warranted His stern rebuke. 

To understand this, a person must spend a few minutes considering life through the lens of 
children. Children are curious, generally trusting of authorities. They can believe 
wholeheartedly in things that adults struggle to believe. If we translate just these qualities into 
faith concerns, everyone who wants to enter the Kingdom of God needs to be curious and 
growing and learning about the Kingdom of God. If we want to grow in the Kingdom of God, we 
must trust God the Father, God the Son, God the Holy Spirit and this means we need to believe 
what they say is true and act upon it. This of course means we need to believe with heart and 
soul and mind and strength and innocence of children... This is the kind of faith and belief that 
Jesus knows to be essential to be a true follower and member of God's Kingdom.  

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

God's word to me from this passage, “Trust me like your granddaughter trusts her mom. 
When you fall or when you're scared, run to me like your granddaughter runs to her mom. 
When you're doing something that stretches you or is something new, glance over your 
shoulder at the Lord like your granddaughter looks to her mom just to make sure everything is 
OK”. May I have the faith in Jesus that my 3-year-old granddaughter has in her mom. 

 
 

Thursday, September 23: Luke 18:15-30 NIV2011 
18 A certain ruler asked him, “Good teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?”  



19 “Why do you call me good?” Jesus answered. “No one is good—except God alone. 20 You 
know the commandments: ‘You shall not commit adultery, you shall not murder, you shall not 
steal, you shall not give false testimony, honor your father and mother.’”  

21 “All these I have kept since I was a boy,” he said.  
22 When Jesus heard this, he said to him, “You still lack one thing. Sell everything you have 

and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me.”  
23 When he heard this, he became very sad, because he was very wealthy. 24 Jesus looked at 

him and said, “How hard it is for the rich to enter the kingdom of God! 25 Indeed, it is easier for a 
camel to go through the eye of a needle than for someone who is rich to enter the kingdom of 
God.”  

26 Those who heard this asked, “Who then can be saved?”  
27 Jesus replied, “What is impossible with man is possible with God.”  
28 Peter said to him, “We have left all we had to follow you!”  
29 “Truly I tell you,” Jesus said to them, “no one who has left home or wife or brothers or 

sisters or parents or children for the sake of the kingdom of God 30 will fail to receive many times 
as much in this age, and in the age to come eternal life.”  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

Jesus was never willing to dial back or water down His teachings in order to increase His 
popularity. Jesus offered the same message to everyone. 

One day a ruler came to Jesus asking about how to inherit eternal life. After a brief 
exchange about why he called Jesus “good teacher”, Jesus asked him if he had kept the 10 
Commandments.  

The man's reply was stunningly arrogant. All these I have kept since I was a boy. Jesus then 
looked at him and said,” You still lack one thing, go sell everything you have and give it to the 
poor and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come follow me”. 

The man grew sad because he was a person of great wealth. The inference of the text is that 
the man left Jesus refusing this advice from Jesus. 

Jesus then turns to him and says (in a volume I'm sure that can be heard by the crowds) 
how hard it is for the rich to enter the Kingdom of God! Indeed, it is easier for a camel to go 
through the eye of a needle then for someone who is rich to enter the Kingdom of God. 

People in the crowd react to this asking, who then can be saved?  
Jesus replies, what is impossible with man is possible with God. 
Peter, in a comment that seems to want to justify his own behavior, says to Jesus, we have 

left all we had to follow you! 
Jesus now offers a word of blessing to Peter and all who are following Him saying, truly I tell 

you, no one who was left home or wife or brothers or sisters or parents or children for the sake 
of the Kingdom of God will fail to receive many times as much in this age, and in the age to 
come eternal life. (When recording this statement Mark notes that in addition to the blessings 
Jesus mentions, persecutions also will come. It is curious to ponder why Luke chose to omit this 
last detail.) 

 



What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

Does Jesus require every person to sell everything, give the proceeds to the poor and follow 
him? No. This man is the only person in the gospels who receives this word from Jesus. 
Therefore, it is not a universal requirement for every Christ follower. It does however cause 
every person or should cause every person to consider what aspects of life we would not 
forsake if it were part of God’s particular call for our lives. 

It's interesting to note that this man was quite rich. I wonder if knowing that was why Jesus 
focused on riches as he spoke to this man?  

In Jesus summary teaching verse 29, Jesus talks about people who have left home (I think of 
missionaries and those whom God is asked to move from where they were brought up in order 
to serve God somewhere else whether overseas or simply anoth er part of their country) or 
have left family members -spouses, siblings, parents or children (how hard would it be for many 
of us to leave our family in order to follow the call of Jesus?) Again, this passage is about more 
than simply forsaking riches for the Kingdom of God, it is about willingly forsaking anything that 
might get in our way of following Jesus. The ultimate request Jesus made of the man was to 
“Come follow Me” and that is Jesus’ call to everyone who would be a disciple. 

There is an important statement during this teaching, what is impossible with man is 
possible with God. No one can save themselves, no one can perfectly fulfill the law of God. Only 
God’s power working in a human life can someone follow Jesus and become a believer. 

  
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

What is it that I struggle to walk away from or give away that can become a hindrance to my 
following Jesus? This is the question God is asking me today. 

 
 

Friday, September 24: Luke 18:31-34 NIV2011 
31 Jesus took the Twelve aside and told them, “We are going up to Jerusalem, and everything 

that is written by the prophets about the Son of Man will be fulfilled. 32 He will be delivered over 
to the Gentiles. They will mock him, insult him and spit on him; 33 they will flog him and kill him. 
On the third day he will rise again.”  

34 The disciples did not understand any of this. Its meaning was hidden from them, and they 
did not know what he was talking about.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

In the Gospel of Luke this is the first time Jesus explains to His disciples what will happen 
when He gets to Jerusalem. Delivered over to the Gentiles, mocked, insulted, spit upon, 
flogged, and killed. Jesus would suffer a horrendous death. But His death is not the end, as 
Jesus told them, on the third day He will rise again. 

The disciples did not understand what Jesus was telling them. 
 

What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 



I try to put myself in the place of the apostles and like them I find this teaching by Jesus 
hard to understand. There are only a few places in the Old Testament where the suffering 
servant can be found. Isaiah 53 is highest on the list. Certainly, the people of Jesus’ day thought 
that the Messiah would come and would throw off the shackles of Rome and institute a new 
Israel like days of old. 

For Christians this passage reinforces what we know to be true. We have not only the 
Gospels but also the letters which are all built on the fact that Jesus died and rose again. 

The fact that Jesus took time to tell the Twelve what was coming is an indication of the love 
and care Jesus had for his students. As hard as it would be for them when he was arrested, 
having been told this in advance would help them process during the three days He is in the 
tomb before He rises. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

In this passage we see the cornerstone of the Christian faith that Jesus would die and then 
rise from the dead. However, what really captured me was Jesus’ concern for the Twelve. I 
believe Jesus told them what would happen to Him so that when they witnessed it their entire 
lives would not completely unravel before He was raised from the dead 

I'm not surprised that the disciples could not understand what Jesus told them.  There have 
been times in my life when feeling the nudge or impulse of the Lord, I can't quite believe He 
wants me to do this or that. Not fully understanding is part of being human. 

Lord, help me to understand and believe more and more as I walk with You every day. 
 
 

Saturday, September 25: Luke 18:35-43 NIV2011 
35 As Jesus approached Jericho, a blind man was sitting by the roadside begging. 36 When he 

heard the crowd going by, he asked what was happening. 37 They told him, “Jesus of Nazareth is 
passing by.”  

38 He called out, “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!”  
39 Those who led the way rebuked him and told him to be quiet, but he shouted all the more, 

“Son of David, have mercy on me!”  
40 Jesus stopped and ordered the man to be brought to him. When he came near, Jesus 

asked him, 41 “What do you want me to do for you?”  
“Lord, I want to see,” he replied.  
42 Jesus said to him, “Receive your sight; your faith has healed you.” 43 Immediately he 

received his sight and followed Jesus, praising God. When all the people saw it, they also praised 
God. 

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

This passage describes a scene where Jesus and His entourage are approaching the town of 
Jericho. A blind man who hears the hubbub of something going on around him asks what's 
happening? Someone tells him Jesus of Nazareth is passing by and the man begins to call out, 
Jesus, son of David have mercy on me! Some people in the entourage rebuke him and try to 
quiet him. But this only causes him to shout all the more, Son of David, have mercy on me! 



Jesus stops and has the man brought to Him.  He asks the man what he wants. The man 
responds, Lord, I want to see. Jesus says to him, receive your sight, your faith has healed you. 

Immediately he is healed and begins praising God.  What's more, the group traveling with 
Jesus begins to praise God as well. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

How often do we think we need to protect God? How often do we respond unkindly to 
people who just want a touch from God? How often are we rude to others because we're on a 
mission to accomplish some task and don't have the patience to see the person to whom we 
personally were rude as a human being? 

The way this healing account in the life of Jesus plays out touches all three of those 
questions. Where people were trying to protect Jesus from yet another voice crying out in 
need, Jesus makes His own decision and His decision is to come to the aid of someone who 
needs love and compassion and healing. Where the people were rude to this man, Jesus 
addresses him directly and personally. Yes, Jesus was on a mission. He was headed to Jerusalem 
to give the ultimate gift, which He just explained to the Twelve in the paragraph before today's 
account. Still Jesus made time for this blind man in need. 

What does this passage teach those of us who follow Jesus? Every human being matters; 
they absolutely mattered to God and they should matter to us as Christ followers. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

I hear a gentle nudge from God, “be more human and caring”. This happens particularly 
when I am on a mission, it needn't be an important mission, I can be so focused on what I am 
trying to accomplish that I block out others around me. I've walked by people I know, so 
focused on where I'm going, I don't even smile or say “hello”. I hear God whisper, “open your 
eyes, engage your surroundings, treat every person with the dignity they deserve.” And then 
God prompts me to do more to follow His leading whatever that may be. 

 
 

Sunday, September 26, 2021 - Sunday Worship  
 
 

If any of my thoughts or the Bible readings spark questions send an email reply and I will do my 
best to answer all questions from people on the list… I will answer personal questions privately; 
general questions will be answered in a subsequent email installment.  
 
If you are reading along with me from the Living Hope website you can send questions or request 
being placed on the weekly email list by emailing Lisa at office@LivingHopeCT.org.   

 
 

Click here for an audio link to my sermons, https://livinghopect.org/resources/audio-sermons. 
Sermons are generally posted within 2 days. We also livestream our full services which are up on our 
YouTube channel, https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgKURRsbX92qqIFgDF1iRWA 

https://livinghopect.org/resources/audio-sermons
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgKURRsbX92qqIFgDF1iRWA


 
 


