
The Weekly Word 
September 13-19, 2021 

 
Hello Bible readers thanks for joining me. We continue Luke’s account of Jesus reading  
16-17 this week. Happy reading… 
Grace and Peace, Bill  

 
To hear the Bible read click this link… http://www.biblegateway.com/resources/audio/. 

 
 

Monday, September 13: Luke 16:1-15 NIV2011 
1 Jesus told his disciples: “There was a rich man whose manager was accused of wasting his 

possessions. 2 So he called him in and asked him, ‘What is this I hear about you? Give an account 
of your management, because you cannot be manager any longer.’  

3 “The manager said to himself, ‘What shall I do now? My master is taking away my job. I’m 
not strong enough to dig, and I’m ashamed to beg—4 I know what I’ll do so that, when I lose my 
job here, people will welcome me into their houses.’  

5 “So he called in each one of his master’s debtors. He asked the first, ‘How much do you owe 
my master?’  

6 “ ‘Nine hundred gallons of olive oil,’ he replied.  
“The manager told him, ‘Take your bill, sit down quickly, and make it four hundred and fifty.’  
7 “Then he asked the second, ‘And how much do you owe?’  
“ ‘A thousand bushels of wheat,’ he replied.  
“He told him, ‘Take your bill and make it eight hundred.’  
8 “The master commended the dishonest manager because he had acted shrewdly. For the 

people of this world are more shrewd in dealing with their own kind than are the people of the 
light. 9 I tell you, use worldly wealth to gain friends for yourselves, so that when it is gone, you 
will be welcomed into eternal dwellings.  

10 “Whoever can be trusted with very little can also be trusted with much, and whoever is 
dishonest with very little will also be dishonest with much. 11 So if you have not been trustworthy 
in handling worldly wealth, who will trust you with true riches? 12 And if you have not been 
trustworthy with someone else’s property, who will give you property of your own?  

13 “No one can serve two masters. Either you will hate the one and love the other, or you will 
be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and money.”  

14 The Pharisees, who loved money, heard all this and were sneering at Jesus. 15 He said to 
them, “You are the ones who justify yourselves in the eyes of others, but God knows your hearts. 
What people value highly is detestable in God’s sight.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

The only shift in context from chapter 15 is that Jesus is now speaking to His disciples. 
Jesus tells them a parable about a rich man's manager who was accused of wasting his 

possessions, so he is called into the owner's office and fired. 



The manager realizes that he is in a predicament because he is not strong enough to do 
labor jobs and he is too ashamed to beg so he devises a scheme so that when he loses his job 
people will welcome him and help him. 

His scheme would be what we call ‘cooking the books.’ He calls in debtors one at a time and 
has them change what they owe the master. One man who owed 900 barrels of oil gets 
reduced to 450 barrels. Another man who owed 1000 bushels of wheat is allowed to make it 
800. 

The master actually commends this dishonest manager because he acted shrewdly saying, 
for the people of this world are shrewder in dealing with their own punk then are people of the 
light. I tell you, use worldly wealth to grant gain friends for yourself, so that when it is gone you 
will be welcomed into eternal dwellings all callings. 

Jesus continues, “whoever can be trusted with very little can also be trusted with much and 
whoever is dishonest with very little is also dishonest with much”. From this he says that if you 
are not trustworthy in handling worldly wealth you will not be trustworthy with true riches (by 
this it is implied ‘spiritual wealth’). Jesus also explains that if you have not been trustworthy 
handling other peoples’ property who will give you property of your own to handle? 

Jesus then speaks one of his famous lines, no one can serve two masters. Either you will 
hate the one and love the other, or you will be devoted to the one and despise the other period 
you cannot serve both God and money.  

Luke closes with a final comment about the Pharisees who love money and were sneering at 
Jesus because of these teachings, Jesus turns and says to the Pharisees you are the ones who 
justify yourselves in the eyes of others, but God knows your hearts. what people value highly is 
detestable. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

The theme of handling money and possessions runs through this passage. It begins with a 
parable about a dishonest manager. It always bends my mind a bit to think that Jesus used a 
parable about someone who is acting dishonestly to teach His disciples a lesson. Certainly, the 
lesson is that we too are not to act dishonestly. The point of the lesson is given in verse 9, use 
worldly wealth to gain friends for yourselves, so that when it is gone you will be welcomed into 
eternal dwellings. Thinking about this final word it seems that Jesus is telling His disciples to use 
worldly wealth to prepare a place for ourselves in eternity. That means to use our wealth to 
help those who are poor and needy or to seek and to save the lost (we cannot forget that we 
have just finished reading three parables about saving lost people). Since we are preparing to 
be welcomed into eternal dwellings, the uses of our property and money should be in line with 
what God honors, which is why I choose helping the poor and seeking the lost. 

From here Jesus underscores the importance of being trustworthy in our handling of the 
wealth we have been given. If we don't handle our worldly wealth well why would God trust us 
to handle any of his wealth, i.e. spiritual wealth? 

Next comes Jesus’ iconic statement that you cannot serve two masters. The point being we 
cannot serve both God and money. Our hearts must be totally into serving God. If we do that 
God may give us money which He knows, as trustworthy people, we will use in ways that 
honors Him. 



In the last few sentences Jesus castigates the Pharisees for their love of money. He reminds 
them that God knows their heart and what they value is detestable in God's sight. This is a 
warning to all who profess to follow God, that God knows our heart. He knows whether we will 
faithfully use the resources He has given us or not. Period. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

I don't have to strain too hard to hear God's word to me today. I need to truly take stock in 
how I use money, finances and wealth God has given to me. Am I a faithful and trustworthy 
servant or not? I pray that I am faithful... 

 
 

Tuesday, September 16:16-18 NIV2011 
16 “The Law and the Prophets were proclaimed until John. Since that time, the good news of 

the kingdom of God is being preached, and everyone is forcing their way into it. 17 It is easier for 
heaven and earth to disappear than for the least stroke of a pen to drop out of the Law.  

18 “Anyone who divorces his wife and marries another woman commits adultery, and the 
man who marries a divorced woman commits adultery.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

Luke apparently is collecting some of Jesus various teaching statements. These three verses 
cover two distinct topics. 

In verses 16 and 17 Jesus explains that since John, the Good News of God’s Kingdom is 
being accomplished and people are forcing their way into God's Kingdom. He then notes that it 
is easier for heaven and earth to pass away then for the smallest stroke of a pen to drop out of 
the law. 

Verse 18 is a completely different topic. Jesus explains that anyone who divorces their 
marriage partner and marries another person commits adultery. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

Although not explicitly stated, the inference of versus 16 and 17 is that through Jesus’ 
preaching, the Good News of God's Kingdom is being made known. Also, through Jesus’ 
preaching people are clamoring to get into God's Kingdom. Jesus’ Good News message is built 
upon the law of God and is not separate from it. For the church we have the word of God as 
preached by Jesus and the Old Testament, which is God's story of His work through the 
patriarchs and prophets up through Malachi. All of God's word is important. 

In a single sentence Jesus underscores the sanctity of marriage saying that divorce results in 
the sin of adultery when the divorcing party marries another person. (Divorce. It's a difficult 
issue to understand. The Bible’s full teaching one must look at more than this single verse. 
Elsewhere in scripture God has a few allowable reasons for divorce.) 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 



I admit that I’m struggling a bit with my personal application of today's brief reading. As a 
pastor and preacher, my prayer is that my weekly sermons are faithful to the Good News of 
God preached by Jesus. 

 
 

Wednesday, September 15: Luke 16:19-31 NIV2011 
19 “There was a rich man who was dressed in purple and fine linen and lived in luxury every 

day. 20 At his gate was laid a beggar named Lazarus, covered with sores 21 and longing to eat 
what fell from the rich man’s table. Even the dogs came and licked his sores.  

22 “The time came when the beggar died and the angels carried him to Abraham’s side. The 
rich man also died and was buried. 23 In Hades, where he was in torment, he looked up and saw 
Abraham far away, with Lazarus by his side. 24 So he called to him, ‘Father Abraham, have pity 
on me and send Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue, because I am in 
agony in this fire.’  

25 “But Abraham replied, ‘Son, remember that in your lifetime you received your good things, 
while Lazarus received bad things, but now he is comforted here and you are in agony. 26 And 
besides all this, between us and you a great chasm has been set in place, so that those who 
want to go from here to you cannot, nor can anyone cross over from there to us.’  

27 “He answered, ‘Then I beg you, father, send Lazarus to my family, 28 for I have five 
brothers. Let him warn them, so that they will not also come to this place of torment.’  

29 “Abraham replied, ‘They have Moses and the Prophets; let them listen to them.’  
30 “ ‘No, father Abraham,’ he said, ‘but if someone from the dead goes to them, they will 

repent.’  
31 “He said to him, ‘If they do not listen to Moses and the Prophets, they will not be 

convinced even if someone rises from the dead.’ ”  
 

What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 
Jesus tells a parable about a rich man and a poor man named Lazarus. Lazarus lay outside 

the gate of the rich man but the rich man never did anything to alleviate the suffering or pain or 
plight of Lazarus.  

Eventually Lazarus dies and in death he is cradled to Abraham's bosom. Eventually the rich 
man also dies but he finds himself in Hades in torment. The rich man can see Lazarus in the 
comfort of Abraham’s presence.  He calls out to Abraham asking him to have Lazarus dip his 
finger in water to put on his tongue that he might have a moment of relief from his agony. 

Abraham reminds the rich man of their earthly lives; his life was good on earth and now is 
not and Lazarus’ life on earth was not good but now his life is good. Abraham also explains that 
what the man asks cannot happen because no one can cross between the two places. The rich 
man then asks Abraham to send Lazarus to his family. He has five brothers and wants to warn 
them so that they do not end up in torment as well. Abraham responds (this is one of the key 
lines of the parable) they have Moses and the prophets; let them listen to them. 

The man responds, no but if someone from the dead goes to them, they will repent. 
Abraham responds, if they do not listen to Moses and the prophets, they will not be 

convinced even if someone rises from the dead. 
 



What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

This passage affirms that there will be a separation upon death, some to a reward and 
others to a punishment. (I do not believe that we can make definitive judgments from this 
passage regarding who gets what reality in eternity.) Beyond this affirmation the passage 
reminds Christ followers that care for the poor and the indigent in our surroundings is 
consistent with how God would have us live in His world. 

The stunning teaching from this parable is a bit concerning for people who don't pay 
attention to the word of God. The closing statement by Abraham is chilling; if they do not listen 
to Moses and the prophets, they will not be convinced even if someone rises from the dead. 
This appears to point to reality that even the resurrection of Jesus will not convince some 
people to believe. If they don't trust the Scriptures, they're not going trust the account of Jesus 
risen from the dead. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

As I wrestled with the closing line of this passage. It causes me to realize that few people 
will be “argued into the Kingdom of God.” My words and my life need to be a coordinated 
witness to the power of Jesus in the life of an individual. Simply saying that Jesus is raised from 
the dead, or simply quoting a bunch of Bible verses will not likely convince many people about 
the reality of Jesus and His gospel message. My only hope as a viable witness will be the 
conjoining of the words I speak, the invitations I give, and the life I live.  

I pray that together these may help people cross from death to life before they must stand 
before God Almighty at the end of their lives. 

 
 

Thursday, September 16: Luke 17:1-10 NIV2011 
1 Jesus said to his disciples: “Things that cause people to stumble are bound to come, but 

woe to anyone through whom they come. 2 It would be better for them to be thrown into the sea 
with a millstone tied around their neck than to cause one of these little ones to stumble. 3 So 
watch yourselves.  

“If your brother or sister sins against you, rebuke them; and if they repent, forgive them. 
4 Even if they sin against you seven times in a day and seven times come back to you saying, ‘I 
repent,’ you must forgive them.”  

5 The apostles said to the Lord, “Increase our faith!”  
6 He replied, “If you have faith as small as a mustard seed, you can say to this mulberry tree, 

‘Be uprooted and planted in the sea,’ and it will obey you.  
7 “Suppose one of you has a servant plowing or looking after the sheep. Will he say to the 

servant when he comes in from the field, ‘Come along now and sit down to eat’? 8 Won’t he 
rather say, ‘Prepare my supper, get yourself ready and wait on me while I eat and drink; after 
that you may eat and drink’? 9 Will he thank the servant because he did what he was told to do? 
10 So you also, when you have done everything you were told to do, should say, ‘We are 
unworthy servants; we have only done our duty.’ ”  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 



This brief passage contains several statements by Jesus on different topics, so each topic 
must be handled separately. 

The first topic is a warning to people who cause others to stumble in their faith. Jesus 
explains it would be better for a person to be thrown into the sea with a millstone around their 
neck than the cause someone else to stumble. Jesus nails this concern with the closing words, 
so watch yourselves. 

Then comes the issue of a brother or sister who sins against you. Jesus says two things. First 
rebuke them (I have missed this statement when musing on this passage). Second, Jesus says if 
they repent, we need to forgive them and we need to do this seven times a day if they repent. 
Jesus closing line emphasizes His point; you must forgive them. 

At this the apostles cry out, increase our faith! (That is a prayer for everyone should pray). 
Jesus reminds them and us that if we have faith as small as a mustard seed, we can say to a 
tree, “be uprooted and planted in the sea” and it will obey. (Jesus’ point…with the tiniest faith 
we can do things that are impossible, humanly speaking).  

Finally, Jesus gives a challenging teaching about being a servant. Jesus describes a servant 
who has been doing hard labor outside for the master all day. Rhetorically Jesus then asks when 
the servant is finished with his outdoor work and comes in, will the master say, “Come along 
now and sit down and eat”? The answer is ‘no’. The master will say prepare my supper and get 
yourself ready to wait on me while I eat my supper after that you may eat and drink. Jesus adds 
more, will he thank the service because of what he has done? Will the master thank the servant 
because he has done what he has been told to do? The anticipated response is ‘no’, in fact we 
have only done what duty requires of us. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

There was so much here for Christ followers. We're warned that we'd better not caused 
others to stumble. We are told that we need to forgive someone repeatedly, multiple times if 
they keep coming back to us and asking for forgiveness. We are told that if we have faith as tiny 
as a mustard seed, we can do things that would be considered miraculous here on earth. (The 
inference is not that we do things for our own good but that we would do this for the sake of 
the Gospel.)  

And finally, we're told that when we do everything Jesus asks us to do, we are still little 
more than unworthy servants who have done what we have been told. We don't earn God's 
blessings simply by doing what we have been told to do. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

What did I hear God saying to me? I better not cause someone else to stumble. As someone 
who preaches and teaches the Word of God that is a warning to me that I better handle God’s 
word wisely, truthfully, and effectively. I don't want to allow my laziness to jeopardize someone 
else’s faith and therefore jeopardize myself because in my ill-preparedness caused them sin. 

I also must stop inferring that God has to be good to me and God has to blessed me simply 
because I'm being faithful. Being faithful only means that I'm doing what I've been told to do, 
nothing more. I remain an unworthy servant. And that is so true. I looked in the mirror and I see 



someone still riddled with sin who does not deserve the love of Jesus, but who is flooded by 
grace and the love of Jesus, Halleluiah. 
. 

 
Friday, September 17: Luke 17:11-19 NIV2011 

11 Now on his way to Jerusalem, Jesus traveled along the border between Samaria and 
Galilee. 12 As he was going into a village, ten men who had leprosy h met him. They stood at a 
distance 13 and called out in a loud voice, “Jesus, Master, have pity on us!”  

14 When he saw them, he said, “Go, show yourselves to the priests.” And as they went, they 
were cleansed.  

15 One of them, when he saw he was healed, came back, praising God in a loud voice. 16 He 
threw himself at Jesus’ feet and thanked him—and he was a Samaritan.  

17 Jesus asked, “Were not all ten cleansed? Where are the other nine? 18 Has no one returned 
to give praise to God except this foreigner?” 19 Then he said to him, “Rise and go; your faith has 
made you well.”  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

Travelling towards Jerusalem Jesus, accompanied by His entourage, came across a group of 
ten men with leprosy. Maintaining a safe distance (likely due to their disease) they recognize 
and shout out to Jesus, Jesus, master, have pity on us! Jesus responds by saying to them, “Go 
show yourselves to the priests”. (Back in Jesus’ day to be certifiably cleansed from leprosy one 
needed to have your healing validated by the priests.) As they travel to the priests their leprosy 
disappeared, they were cleansed.  

One of the ten, realizing that he was healed, came back and in a loud voice praise God and 
thanked Jesus. This man was a Samaritan. Jesus questioned the man, we're not all ten 
cleansed? Where are the other nine? No one has returned to give praise to God except this 
foreigner. Then He turned to the healed Samaritan and said, rise and go; your faith has made 
you well. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

This passage teaches all Christ followers the importance of thankfulness. When God does 
something gracious for us, we should verbalize our thanks to God for what He is done. Beneath 
the surface of thankfulness Luke is emphasizing that people of all backgrounds and all faiths 
have access to the graciousness and touch of God, and that even foreigners are blessed by God 
and can praise God. Clearly the fact that it was a Samaritan that came back to thank Jesus 
provides a mild slap in the face to Jews who weren't as thankful for what Jesus did for them. 

Not a part of the teaching perse, this passage reminds me how adversity breeds strange 
bedfellows. Jews and Samaritans typically did not associate back in Jesus’ day and yet this 
Samaritan was part of a group of ten, the others were most likely Jewish. The adversity of 
leprosy became a connection between people who might otherwise be enemies. Again, I am 
inferring, but it is also interesting that once the adversity is lifted it seems that Jews went in one 
direction and the Samaritan went in another. Isn't this a picture of human life, after the 



adversity is lifted, we return to our previously held beliefs with their negative stereotypes about 
others?! 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

I am wondering if I have a heart open wide with thankfulness like this Samaritan. Or have I 
grown accustomed to the blessings of God and sadly forget to give God honor and glory and 
blessing for the ways He touches my life. 

Lord, help me please, teach me please, the way of thankfulness... true thankfulness. The 
kind of thankful that cannot be silent but who will give thanks and praise when thanks and 
praise are due to You. I pray this in Jesus’ name. 

 
 

Saturday, September 18: Luke 17:20-37 NIV2011 
20 Once, on being asked by the Pharisees when the kingdom of God would come, Jesus 

replied, “The coming of the kingdom of God is not something that can be observed, 21 nor will 
people say, ‘Here it is,’ or ‘There it is,’ because the kingdom of God is in your midst.”  

22 Then he said to his disciples, “The time is coming when you will long to see one of the days 
of the Son of Man, but you will not see it. 23 People will tell you, ‘There he is!’ or ‘Here he is!’ Do 
not go running off after them. 24 For the Son of Man in his day will be like the lightning, which 
flashes and lights up the sky from one end to the other. 25 But first he must suffer many things 
and be rejected by this generation.  

26 “Just as it was in the days of Noah, so also will it be in the days of the Son of Man. 
27 People were eating, drinking, marrying and being given in marriage up to the day Noah 
entered the ark. Then the flood came and destroyed them all.  

28 “It was the same in the days of Lot. People were eating and drinking, buying and selling, 
planting and building. 29 But the day Lot left Sodom, fire and sulfur rained down from heaven 
and destroyed them all.  

30 “It will be just like this on the day the Son of Man is revealed. 31 On that day no one who is 
on the housetop, with possessions inside, should go down to get them. Likewise, no one in the 
field should go back for anything. 32 Remember Lot’s wife! 33 Whoever tries to keep their life will 
lose it, and whoever loses their life will preserve it. 34 I tell you, on that night two people will be 
in one bed; one will be taken and the other left. 35 Two women will be grinding grain together; 
one will be taken and the other left.” [36]  

37 “Where, Lord?” they asked.  
He replied, “Where there is a dead body, there the vultures will gather.”  
 

What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 
This section of the Gospel is about the return of the Son of Man. It can be confusing trying 

to grasp the timeline and when Jesus switches from His present time to the future return. My 
own sense is that a shift happens between verses 25 and 26, the latter portion of the passage 
dealing with Jesus’ eventual return at the end of days. 

The passage opens with Jesus reminding the Pharisees that the Kingdom of God is not 
something that can be observed in the human order of things. This tells us that the Kingdom of 
God is not an earthly organization or a literal earthly Kingdom that one could see and observe. 



Jesus goes on to say that there will be a time when you long to see the Son of Man but you will 
not see Him. This to me sounds like Jesus is beginning to describe the period after His return to 
heaven when we will long to see Him.  However, we will not be able to see Him because His 
Kingdom is a spiritual Kingdom. Then He reminds us that He must first suffer many things and 
be rejected. 

In verse 26 it seems like Jesus begins speaking about His eventual return as the King of kings 
and Lord of lords. That day will be akin to the days of Noah when people will be going about 
their everyday business. They will not be looking forward to or even expecting the return of the 
Son of Man, just like in Noah's day people were not expecting the floods to come. When no one 
is expecting, the Son of Man will be revealed (this seems to refer to Jesus’ return which, is 
spoken about in Paul's letter to the Thessalonians and the Book of Revelation). The time of 
Jesus’ return will be a time of extreme difficulty. As it says in verse 31, on that day no one who 
is on rooftop, with possessions inside, should go down and get them. Likewise, no one in the 
field should go back for anything. Jesus also notes that people who try to keep their life will lose 
it and whoever loses their life will preserve it. Jesus then goes on to say that on that day there 
will be two people one will be taken and the other will be left. It feels like Jesus is speaking 
about that last day when He calls His Saints to be with Him and those who are alive will be 
caught up in the air with Jesus., which is commonly referred to as ‘The Rapture’. 

I find it fascinating that the disciples asked the question, “where Lord”? My own instinct was 
to ask, “when Lord”? Jesus replies with an enigmatic comment, where there is a dead body 
there the vultures will gather. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

This passage can be difficult to unravel: when is Jesus referring to His future return and 
when is He referring to things that have happened or will happen shortly.  

One truth the church can bank on from this and other passages is that Jesus will return, and 
He will gather up His bride, the church, and bring them into eternity. Whether I am alive when 
Jesus returns or not is for the Lord to decide. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

Struggling with how to understand this passage and let it speak to me, I come away with 
one thought. I don't know when these things will happen. And I could not control them even if I 
knew. All I can do is live faithfully day by day, following Jesus and trusting that He alone will see 
me through to the end. Amen. 

 
 

Sunday, September 19, 2021 - Sunday Worship  
 
 

If any of my thoughts or the Bible readings spark questions send an email reply and I will do my 
best to answer all questions from people on the list… I will answer personal questions privately; 
general questions will be answered in a subsequent email installment.  
 



If you are reading along with me from the Living Hope website you can send questions or request 
being placed on the weekly email list by emailing Lisa at office@LivingHopeCT.org.   

 
 

Click here for an audio link to my sermons, https://livinghopect.org/resources/audio-sermons. 
Sermons are generally posted within 2 days. We also livestream our full services which are up on our 
YouTube channel, https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgKURRsbX92qqIFgDF1iRWA 

 
 

https://livinghopect.org/resources/audio-sermons
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgKURRsbX92qqIFgDF1iRWA

