
The Weekly Word 
September 6-12, 2021 

 
Hello Bible readers, thanks for joining me. We continue Luke’s account of Jesus, reading 14-

15 this week. Happy reading… 
Grace and Peace, Bill  

 
To hear the Bible read click this link… http://www.biblegateway.com/resources/audio/. 

 
 

Monday, September 6: Luke 14:1-14 NIV2011 
1 One Sabbath, when Jesus went to eat in the house of a prominent Pharisee, he was being 

carefully watched. 2 There in front of him was a man suffering from abnormal swelling of his 
body. 3 Jesus asked the Pharisees and experts in the law, “Is it lawful to heal on the Sabbath or 
not?” 4 But they remained silent. So taking hold of the man, he healed him and sent him on his 
way.  

5 Then he asked them, “If one of you has a child or an ox that falls into a well on the Sabbath 
day, will you not immediately pull it out?” 6 And they had nothing to say.  

7 When he noticed how the guests picked the places of honor at the table, he told them this 
parable: 8 “When someone invites you to a wedding feast, do not take the place of honor, for a 
person more distinguished than you may have been invited. 9 If so, the host who invited both of 
you will come and say to you, ‘Give this person your seat.’ Then, humiliated, you will have to 
take the least important place. 10 But when you are invited, take the lowest place, so that when 
your host comes, he will say to you, ‘Friend, move up to a better place.’ Then you will be 
honored in the presence of all the other guests. 11 For all those who exalt themselves will be 
humbled, and those who humble themselves will be exalted.”  

12 Then Jesus said to his host, “When you give a luncheon or dinner, do not invite your 
friends, your brothers or sisters, your relatives, or your rich neighbors; if you do, they may invite 
you back and so you will be repaid. 13 But when you give a banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, 
the lame, the blind, 14 and you will be blessed. Although they cannot repay you, you will be 
repaid at the resurrection of the righteous.”  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

During a single event Jesus provides 3 different teaching moments. What a masterful 
teacher Jesus was. 

The event begins with a dinner at a prominent Pharisee’s house on the Sabbath. Jesus was 
being scrutinized by the host and other dinner guests. Interestingly, a man with a medical 
condition, abnormal swelling in his body, was right in front of Jesus. (Attempting to picture this 
scene I wonder if the man was a plant by the Pharisees and religious leaders to goad Jesus into 
healing the man.) 

Jesus, apparently reading the room well, grabs the initiative and asks the Pharisees and 
experts in the law at the dinner, Is it lawful to heal on the Sabbath or not? Please note the 
generic nature of Jesus’ question. He did not ask if it was lawful to heal this particular man on 
the Sabbath but to heal in general on the Sabbath.  



The Pharisees and experts in the law quite naturally remain silent. They can probably feel 
the clamps of Jesus’ vice closing around them. Jesus proceeds to heal the man and send him on 
his way (the fact that Jesus sends him on his way seems to indicate he was not one of the 
“dinner guests”, but most likely he was a plant.) As Jesus healed the man He poses a rhetorical 
question, if one of you has a child or an ox that falls into a well on the Sabbath day, will you not 
immediately pull them out? Jesus had them by the throat and there was nothing they could say. 

Luke now details a second issue. Observing the way the dinner guests jockeyed for seats 
around the table, Jesus tells them a parable (story) that emphasizes how people should act with 
humility rather than hubris. Constructing a story of a dinner party, Jesus describes the action of 
a person who settled in the seat reserved for a distinguished guest. The understanding in the 
story is that the person believed he was distinguished enough to warrant that seat. But after he 
settles in someone more distinguished than he comes in.  The host humiliates the initial person 
asking him to give up his seat for this new higher-ranking person. Since seats are taken, the first 
man is now relegated to the lowest seat around the table. Jesus concludes this brief story 
saying (to everyone), For all those who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who humble 
themselves will be exalted. In other words, choose humility over hubris. 

Next Jesus, addressing the host, says that when planning a party, we shouldn't invite only 
our relatives or well off friends who might reciprocate by inviting us back on another occasion. 
Instead, we should invite and bless those who are poor, crippled, lame, and blind.  In other 
words, those who could never reciprocate and invite us back to a banquet at their place. (Luke 
continually lifts up the underdog and the marginalized.) 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

Certainly, for God’s Church there are at least three messages in this passage corresponding 
to the three issues Jesus takes on. 

Considering Sabbath Jesus reminds us the Sabbath is a gift for humanity. Therefore, doing 
good, like healing, is absolutely allowed on the Sabbath. 

As Christ followers we need to master the art of choosing humility over hubris. God can 
exalt us if He chooses but we should take extreme care not to think more highly of ourselves 
than we ought. 

The ethic in God’s kingdom is to care for and bless those who could not care for themselves 
as well as those who have been rejected and overlooked by the culture in which we live. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

It is the last of the three issues that streams into my mind as I think about how God would 
have me live and apply Jesus’ teaching. I have so much work to do to learn to lift up those who 
cannot lift up themselves and bless those who cannot bless themselves given the constraints of 
our culture. This passage causes me to realize how much further I need to go in maturing… 
living like Jesus. 

 
 

Tuesday, September 7: 14:15-24 NIV2011 



15 When one of those at the table with him heard this, he said to Jesus, “Blessed is the one 
who will eat at the feast in the kingdom of God.”  

16 Jesus replied: “A certain man was preparing a great banquet and invited many guests. 
17 At the time of the banquet he sent his servant to tell those who had been invited, ‘Come, for 
everything is now ready.’  

18 “But they all alike began to make excuses. The first said, ‘I have just bought a field, and I 
must go and see it. Please excuse me.’  

19 “Another said, ‘I have just bought five yoke of oxen, and I’m on my way to try them out. 
Please excuse me.’  

20 “Still another said, ‘I just got married, so I can’t come.’  
21 “The servant came back and reported this to his master. Then the owner of the house 

became angry and ordered his servant, ‘Go out quickly into the streets and alleys of the town 
and bring in the poor, the crippled, the blind and the lame.’  

22 “ ‘Sir,’ the servant said, ‘what you ordered has been done, but there is still room.’  
23 “Then the master told his servant, ‘Go out to the roads and country lanes and compel 

them to come in, so that my house will be full. 24 I tell you, not one of those who were invited will 
get a taste of my banquet.’ ”  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

Jesus’ comment to the host about inviting those who cannot repay your invitation caught 
the ear of one of the guests. This person blessed God for the comments Jesus just made. And 
this prompted Jesus to reply with a parable. 

The parable is about a man planning a wedding feast and wanting the banquet room to be 
full. Unfortunately, several people began to make excuses for this or that reason. This upset the 
party host, so he directed his servant to go out to the streets and alleys of the town and bring in 
the poor, the crippled, the blind and lame.  

The servants said, “Master, we've already done that”. 
So, the master told his servant to go further out to the roads and country lanes and to 

compel people to come in, so that my house will be full. I tell you, not one of those who were 
invited will get a taste of my banquet. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

As a word for the church, this passage functions in two ways. First it doubles down on Jesus’ 
comment about inviting the poor, etc. to our tables. The double down is that the invitation is 
not only to present day meal but that Jesus is going to invite the same people to the heavenly 
banquet. As the church, we are the heralds of Jesus’ invitation, so we need to be inviting poor 
and the crippled and the blind and the lame, the outcast and overlooked to God's banquet, 
which is to faith in Jesus.  

A second function is judgment upon those who have said ‘no’ to attending the banquet. No 
matter how seemingly appropriate their rejection of the invitation might be, God Almighty, the 
banquet host, has been insulted and their response will have devastating effects on those who 
rejected God's invitation. The text does not say so, but other passages tell us these people will 
be thrown out where there is gnashing teeth. 



It is interesting to consider the word “compel” in verse 23. Such is the determination with 
which we are to present the invitation to God's Kingdom banquet. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

I find myself focusing on the word ‘compel’. Oh God, I pray that You would help me. I 
wonder if I am too gentle in my presentation of the Gospel. Help me understand how to compel 
people to your Kingdom banquet through the power of the Holy Spirit, I pray. Amen. 

 
 

Wednesday, September 8: Luke 14:25-35 NIV2011 
25 Large crowds were traveling with Jesus, and turning to them he said: 26 “If anyone comes 

to me and does not hate father and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters—yes, even 
their own life—such a person cannot be my disciple. 27 And whoever does not carry their cross 
and follow me cannot be my disciple.  

28 “Suppose one of you wants to build a tower. Won’t you first sit down and estimate the 
cost to see if you have enough money to complete it? 29 For if you lay the foundation and are not 
able to finish it, everyone who sees it will ridicule you, 30 saying, ‘This person began to build and 
wasn’t able to finish.’  

31 “Or suppose a king is about to go to war against another king. Won’t he first sit down and 
consider whether he is able with ten thousand men to oppose the one coming against him with 
twenty thousand? 32 If he is not able, he will send a delegation while the other is still a long way 
off and will ask for terms of peace. 33 In the same way, those of you who do not give up 
everything you have cannot be my disciples.  

34 “Salt is good, but if it loses its saltiness, how can it be made salty again? 35 It is fit neither 
for the soil nor for the manure pile; it is thrown out.  

“Whoever has ears to hear, let them hear.”  
 

What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 
The Sabbath meal is over and we find Jesus traveling. There is no indication how much time 

might have lapsed between the previous story and today's reading.  
Large crowds are traveling with Jesus; He turns to them reminding them what is expected of 

a disciple. A disciple must be willing to devote everything to following Jesus, even to the point 
of hating father, mother, wife, children, siblings. As Jesus puts it, “a disciple must even be 
willing to hate their own life in order to be his disciple”. (This last line about hating one's life 
seems to indicate that Jesus is using the word ‘hate’ more as a metaphor than as an actual 
feeling against these people.) Then Jesus makes the curious statement, “whoever does not 
carry their cross and follow me cannot be my disciple”. (What makes this so curious is that this 
is the first reference to a cross in Luke’s Gospel. From a historical vantage point, Luke’s readers 
may know about Jesus’ death on a cross, but no one in Jesus’ day could imagine Jesus’ death on 
a Roman cross. Thus, for Jesus this is likely a foreshadowing statement that people in the 
moment could not possibly have understood fully.) 

Jesus now tells two quick stories to emphasize His point. The first is about counting the cost 
to build a tower. No one would want to be mid project and learn                                                                                                                                  
they didn't have the money to complete it. People would ridicule them for such a foolish 



blunder. The second story is about a king who is about to be attacked by another king. Before 
calling his army to arms the first king must evaluate whether he can withstand an attack and 
defeat the approaching army. If he cannot defeat the approaching army then his best course of 
action is to seek a peace arrangement before the attacking army comes to his city. 

Jesus then tosses out an interesting comment about salt. Salt is good, but if it loses its 
saltiness, how can it be made salty again? It is neither fit for soil nor for the manure pile; it is 
thrown out. With this statement Jesus seems to be saying that a disciple who is not willing to 
give up everything to follow Jesus is like salt that has lost its saltiness... It has no use except to 
be thrown out. (This is a strong word to the crowd following Jesus.) 

Jesus now calls people to decide, whoever has ears to hear, let them hear. 
 

What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

This section has one primary point, to be a disciple of Jesus one must give everything to 
Jesus. To the crowds following Jesus it is a call to decide if they are “all in.” If not, then they are 
not a disciple and will never be a disciple. 

This word then becomes a particularly strong word to the church that discipleship and 
following Jesus takes heart and soul and mind and strength. Disciples cannot hold anything 
back, they must be “all in,” in following Jesus. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

For me the passage calls me to an ever deepening level of commitment to Jesus. There is no 
holding back when it comes to following Jesus. 

 
 

Thursday, September 9: Luke 15:1-7 NIV2011 
1 Now the tax collectors and sinners were all gathering around to hear Jesus. 2 But the 

Pharisees and the teachers of the law muttered, “This man welcomes sinners and eats with 
them.”  

3 Then Jesus told them this parable: 4 “Suppose one of you has a hundred sheep and loses 
one of them. Doesn’t he leave the ninety-nine in the open country and go after the lost sheep 
until he finds it? 5 And when he finds it, he joyfully puts it on his shoulders 6 and goes home. Then 
he calls his friends and neighbors together and says, ‘Rejoice with me; I have found my lost 
sheep.’ 7 I tell you that in the same way there will be more rejoicing in heaven over one sinner 
who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who do not need to repent.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

Turning to chapter 15 we encounter 3 parables about lost things. In our reading this 
morning we meet the first of three parables, the parable of the lost sheep. 

Before we examine the parable it's important to note the context Luke establishes. Tax 
collectors and sinners are flocking to Jesus. Sadly, the religious leaders, Pharisees and teachers 
of the law, are muttering disparaging comments about how Jesus welcomes sinners. It is 
addressing this particular concern that Jesus tells the three parables beginning with the parable 
of the lost sheep. 



The parable itself is simple, a shepherd has 100 sheep. One of them gets lost. What would 
the shepherd do? He would leave the 99 and go after the lost sheep. When he finds it, he will 
joyfully bring it back into the fold. Jesus adds that the shepherd would call his friends and 
neighbors and invite them to rejoice with him in the finding of his lost sheep. To this story Jesus 
adds his exclamation mark saying, I tell you that in the same way there will be more rejoicing in 
heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who do not need 
to repent. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

This is the first of three parables that instructs the church about how aggressively we are to 
seek out lost people. In addition to the challenge to seek those who are lost we are also told to 
rejoice when lost people come back into the fold. Verse 7 makes it clear that Jesus’ true 
intention is teaching us the urgence we should have regarding people who are lost.  

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

I believe God is saying that I need more urgency in seeking after the lost sheep of God's 
fold. 

 
 

Friday, September 10: Luke 15:8-10 NIV2011 
8 “Or suppose a woman has ten silver coins and loses one. Doesn’t she light a lamp, sweep 

the house and search carefully until she finds it? 9 And when she finds it, she calls her friends and 
neighbors together and says, ‘Rejoice with me; I have found my lost coin.’ 10 In the same way, I 
tell you, there is rejoicing in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner who repents.”  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

Without further introduction Jesus launches into His second parable, this one about a lost 
coin. 

Jesus describes a woman who has lost one of her 10 silver coins. A woman turns her house 
upside down until she finds it. When she finds it, she calls her neighbors and says, rejoice with 
me; I have found my lost coin. Jesus concludes this parable saying, In the same way, I tell you, 
there is rejoicing in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner who repents. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

The point of this parable is the same as yesterday's reading. We, the people of God, must 
display resolve and urgency searching for lost coins, lost people. Like yesterday when we find 
them, we need to rejoice. Again, as in yesterday's passage, Jesus explains His interest is in 
people not coins, saying, In the same way, I tell you, there is rejoicing in the presence of the 
angels of God over one sinner who repents. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 



I am reminded that the context for today's story is Jesus dining with tax collectors and 
sinners. Jesus is reminding me that I need to associate with any person who is interested in the 
Gospel regardless of whether they fit my expectations or not. Anyone who shows an interest in 
the Gospel is someone with whom I must urgently share the good news of Jesus Christ. Amen . 

 
 

Saturday, September 11: Luke 15:11-32 NIV2011 
11 Jesus continued: “There was a man who had two sons. 12 The younger one said to his 

father, ‘Father, give me my share of the estate.’ So he divided his property between them.  
13 “Not long after that, the younger son got together all he had, set off for a distant country 

and there squandered his wealth in wild living. 14 After he had spent everything, there was a 
severe famine in that whole country, and he began to be in need. 15 So he went and hired 
himself out to a citizen of that country, who sent him to his fields to feed pigs. 16 He longed to fill 
his stomach with the pods that the pigs were eating, but no one gave him anything.  

17 “When he came to his senses, he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired servants have food 
to spare, and here I am starving to death! 18 I will set out and go back to my father and say to 
him: Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. 19 I am no longer worthy to be called 
your son; make me like one of your hired servants.’ 20 So he got up and went to his father.  

“But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion for 
him; he ran to his son, threw his arms around him and kissed him.  

21 “The son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. I am no 
longer worthy to be called your son.’  

22 “But the father said to his servants, ‘Quick! Bring the best robe and put it on him. Put a 
ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. 23 Bring the fattened calf and kill it. Let’s have a feast 
and celebrate. 24 For this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.’ So 
they began to celebrate.  

25 “Meanwhile, the older son was in the field. When he came near the house, he heard music 
and dancing. 26 So he called one of the servants and asked him what was going on. 27 ‘Your 
brother has come,’ he replied, ‘and your father has killed the fattened calf because he has him 
back safe and sound.’  

28 “The older brother became angry and refused to go in. So his father went out and pleaded 
with him. 29 But he answered his father, ‘Look! All these years I’ve been slaving for you and 
never disobeyed your orders. Yet you never gave me even a young goat so I could celebrate with 
my friends. 30 But when this son of yours who has squandered your property with prostitutes 
comes home, you kill the fattened calf for him!’  

31 “ ‘My son,’ the father said, ‘you are always with me, and everything I have is yours. 32 But 
we had to celebrate and be glad, because this brother of yours was dead and is alive again; he 
was lost and is found.’ ” 

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

I appreciate the newer NIV heading for this reading, Parable of the Lost Son. This 
acknowledges that the three stories in chapter 15 are about lost things.  

This may be my favorite parable in all the New Testament. I have studied it and preached on 
it multiple times. I love the character of God that emerges from this passage. It is a very rich 



and deep passage; not everything can be put in print here. I will do my best to read this story 
with fresh eyes, as I sit today. 

This parable is about a man who has two sons. The younger son in his angst to get away 
from his family asks his father for his share of the estate. And the father gives it to him. (Asking 
for one's portion of the estate while your father is alive is tantamount to saying to him, “I wish 
you were dead”. The father's gracious response to his youngest son's request provides a first 
glimmer into the depths of love the father has for his sons.) 

With the money in hand the younger son sets off for distant lands. He squanders the money 
and soon finds himself in dire straits. He hires himself to be a pig feeder (don't miss the irony of 
a Jewish man feeding pigs.) He is so destitute that he longs to eat the food he is giving to the 
pigs. 

He comes to his senses realizing that his father's hired hands are fed well while he starves. 
So, he determines to return to his father. He rehearses his words to his father, words of 
contrition, as he travels home. Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you.  I am no 
longer worthy to be called your son; make me like one of your hired servants. 

Amazingly his father sees him when he is a long way off and runs to greet his lost son who is 
returning home. (That the father sees him while he was a long way off indicates that the father 
has been looking, hoping, and praying that his son would find his way home.) Upon reaching his 
son, the son begins his rehearsed contrition but the father cuts him off midsentence and 
receives his son back as his son. The father calls for a robe to be put on the son, for a ring to be 
put on his finger and sandals on his feet (each of these indicate sonship). As he arrives home 
the father orders the servants to kill the fatted calf and prepare for a feast, for this son of mine 
was dead and it's alive again; he was lost and his found. 

This parable now makes a twist from the previous two parables. Jesus shifts focus to the 
other of the father's two sons. The older son hearing the celebration returns from the field and 
asks a servant, “what's going on?”. Your brother has come home, he replied, and your father has 
killed the fattened calf because he has him back safe and sound. 

The older brother explodes with anger and refuses to enter the party, so the father goes out 
to him and pleads with him. The elder son's anger erupts, Look! All these years I've been slaving 
for you and never disobeyed your orders. Yet you never gave me a young goat so I could 
celebrate with my friends. But this son of yours who squandered your money with prostitutes 
comes home, you killed the fatted calf for him! 

The father explains that everything he has belongs to the older son and pleads with him 
that we have to celebrate and be glad, because this brother of yours was dead and is alive 
again; he was lost and then found. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

There is so much in this parable for God's people to unpack. 
There is the extravagant love of the father... I love the way Lloyd Ogilvie refers to this 

passage as “the prodigal father”, prodigal meaning extravagant. From the beginning to the end 
of this parable you see the father's tremendous love for both of his sons. 

There is the welcoming back of the lost son. Yes, he squandered his inheritance. We know 
not how he did that but certainly he lived in ways the  father would not have approved. Yet the 



father with open arms welcomes him back as soon as he starts for home. (This is yet another 
image of the extravagant prodigal love of the father for his sons.) 

There is the father's extravagant love for his older son whom he still loves and who still has 
all his rights to the property as the oldest son. Yet the father's heart grieves that the older son 
cannot rejoice in the return of the younger son. This new element regarding lost people targets 
people who have remained faithful to God the father. All too often, we who remain faithful to 
God, look on new Christ-followers who sowed their wild oats before returning to the Lord with 
a jaundiced eye. With the message to the older son, God is telling us in the church to receive 
with gratefulness everyone who turns to God in faith and repentance, no matter where they 
have been or what they have done. Don't bother yourself where they have been in the past, 
embrace them as true brothers and sisters of the Father when they return. 

This parable, rather than emphasizing the urgency of looking for the lost, deals with the 
extravagant love we are to show to people when they return to the Lord. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

As I sit with this parable open before me, God is talking to me about my attitude towards 
people who turn their lives around and confess Jesus as Lord. I need to celebrate every new life 
in Christ. And I must be careful that I don't allow self-righteousness to rise in me since I have 
“labored so hard for the Lord” while these people did their own thing and now will be accepted 
by God, the Father, unconditionally.  

 
 

Sunday, September 12, 2021 - Sunday Worship  
 
 

If any of my thoughts or the Bible readings spark questions send an email reply and I will do my 
best to answer all questions from people on the list… I will answer personal questions privately; 
general questions will be answered in a subsequent email installment.  
 
If you are reading along with me from the Living Hope website you can send questions or request 
being placed on the weekly email list by emailing Lisa at office@LivingHopeCT.org.   

 
 

Click here for an audio link to my sermons, https://livinghopect.org/resources/audio-sermons. 
Sermons are generally posted within 2 days. We also livestream our full services which are up on our 
YouTube channel, https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgKURRsbX92qqIFgDF1iRWA 

 
 


