
The Weekly Word 
August 30- September 5, 2021 

 
Hello Bible readers thanks for joining me. We continue Luke’s account of Jesus, reading  

12:54- 13: this week. Happy reading… 
Grace and Peace, Bill  

 
To hear the Bible read click this link… http://www.biblegateway.com/resources/audio/. 

 
 

Monday, August 30: Luke 12:54-59 NIV2011 
54 He said to the crowd: “When you see a cloud rising in the west, immediately you say, ‘It’s 

going to rain,’ and it does. 55 And when the south wind blows, you say, ‘It’s going to be hot,’ and 
it is. 56 Hypocrites! You know how to interpret the appearance of the earth and the sky. How is it 
that you don’t know how to interpret this present time?  

57 “Why don’t you judge for yourselves what is right? 58 As you are going with your adversary 
to the magistrate, try hard to be reconciled on the way, or your adversary may drag you off to 
the judge, and the judge turn you over to the officer, and the officer throw you into prison. 59 I 
tell you, you will not get out until you have paid the last penny.”  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

Today's reading follows immediately our reading on Friday which emphasized how faith in 
Jesus could cause division in families. Jesus continues to speak difficult messages to the crowds. 

He begins today by chiding the crowds that they can interpret and understand the weather 
based on cloud formations and the direction of the wind, yet they are not able to understand 
and interpret what's happening right before their eyes in the present moment. (Jesus chides 
them because they are not able to interpret what God is doing through the ministry of Jesus 
Himself.) 

He then offers some very practical advice. When an adversary is taking you to court (given 
the context of this statement the person is likely being taken to court because of something to 
do with their faith in Jesus) Jesus bids the person to seek reconciliation with their adversary 
before they get to court. Because if they wait until they get to court, they will be found guilty 
and will be thrown into prison until they can pay the last penny of the fines or judgment against 
them. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

Two themes form in today's reading. The first theme is interpreting the signs of the times. 
We need to have our eyes open to what God is doing in the world. In Jesus’ day this was an 
indictment of the crowds because they were not understanding the message and ministry of 
Jesus. For us in the church we have to constantly keep our eyes open to see what God is doing 
in our world so we can cooperate with Him rather than push against what He is doing. 

And then in a very practical word Jesus bids all of us when we have an adversary to seek 
reconciliation before any punishment or judgment is rendered upon us. 



 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

Interpreting or discerning the times can be tricky. As believers and as God's church we must 
stay close to the Lord and keep our ears open for the leading and direction of the Holy Spirit. 
Only when we do this will we be able to interpret what God is doing in our world. And this 
includes the capital ‘W’ World as well as our immediate context. Is my neighborhood changing? 
How do I connect with the new people moving in? Are the values of the world around me 
changing? If so, what needs to be my appropriate response and how should I give that 
response? These are simply examples of how I must keep my eyes on the Lord and interpret 
what's going on around me so that I can be a faithful witness to Jesus and a faithful servant of 
Jesus in my world and context. 

 
 

Tuesday, August 31: Luke 13:1-9 NIV2011 
1 Now there were some present at that time who told Jesus about the Galileans whose 

blood Pilate had mixed with their sacrifices. 2 Jesus answered, “Do you think that these 
Galileans were worse sinners than all the other Galileans because they suffered this way? 3 I tell 
you, no! But unless you repent, you too will all perish. 4 Or those eighteen who died when the 
tower in Siloam fell on them—do you think they were more guilty than all the others living in 
Jerusalem? 5 I tell you, no! But unless you repent, you too will all perish.”  

6 Then he told this parable: “A man had a fig tree growing in his vineyard, and he went to 
look for fruit on it but did not find any. 7 So he said to the man who took care of the vineyard, 
‘For three years now I’ve been coming to look for fruit on this fig tree and haven’t found any. 
Cut it down! Why should it use up the soil?’  

8 “ ‘Sir,’ the man replied, ‘leave it alone for one more year, and I’ll dig around it and fertilize 
it. 9 If it bears fruit next year, fine! If not, then cut it down.’ ”  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

It's very clear in the first paragraph the Jesus calls all people to repent. He cites two 
examples of people who were killed tragically. And after each example he asks the question do 
you think that these people were worse sinners than any others because they suffered this way? 
Jesus then answers His own question saying, I tell you no but unless you repent, you too will all 
perish. The fact that Jesus uses two stories and repeats His final statement two times verbatim 
tells us clearly that this is Jesus’ point. Everyone must repent or perish. 

Jesus intensifies His message with the story of the vineyard that is not producing. The 
owner declares that after three years of fruitless vines, cut it down why should it use up the 
soil? To which the gardener replies, Sir give me one more year. I'll tend it and fertilize it and if it 
produces crops great if not then I will cut it down. Following the previous paragraph this is a 
warning to the people to whom Jesus is speaking that they need to repent and they need to 
repent quickly as time is running out. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 



The church must repeat this message repeatedly. First, the church, and the people of the 
church, must heed Jesus’ warning and be people who repent. But then as a part of the church’s 
witness she must let people know that everyone must repent, and that time is running out. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

My first connection with this passage is a deep thankfulness in my heart that God wooed 
me to repent, to understand my need for a savior and to reach out to Him through a confession 
of faith. I know that I only took that step because of the prompting of God, the Holy Spirit. It is 
not a work of which I can be proud, as if I did it on my own. I know it is the result of God's work 
in me. 

My second connection causes me to wonder as a preacher if I take seriously enough the 
second half of this passage, the one about the urgency for people to repent. Do I carry that fire 
within me or am I a little too lackadaisical in my presentation of the need to repent in my 
preaching and teaching? 

 
 

Wednesday, September 1: Luke 13:10-17 NIV2011 
10 On a Sabbath Jesus was teaching in one of the synagogues, 11 and a woman was there 

who had been crippled by a spirit for eighteen years. She was bent over and could not straighten 
up at all. 12 When Jesus saw her, he called her forward and said to her, “Woman, you are set free 
from your infirmity.” 13 Then he put his hands on her, and immediately she straightened up and 
praised God.  

14 Indignant because Jesus had healed on the Sabbath, the synagogue leader said to the 
people, “There are six days for work. So come and be healed on those days, not on the Sabbath.”  

15 The Lord answered him, “You hypocrites! Doesn’t each of you on the Sabbath untie your 
ox or donkey from the stall and lead it out to give it water? 16 Then should not this woman, a 
daughter of Abraham, whom Satan has kept bound for eighteen long years, be set free on the 
Sabbath day from what bound her?”  

17 When he said this, all his opponents were humiliated, but the people were delighted with 
all the wonderful things he was doing.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

This passage emphasizes the differences between Jesus and Judaism which bound by laws, 
human made laws. It also shows Jesus’ heart of compassion and how it connects with the 
average person. 

At a synagogue service one Sabbath a woman who was severely crippled was at the service. 
There's no mention that she begged or spoke to Jesus for any kind of healing. Instead, Jesus 
saw her, called her forward and in front of everyone healed her saying, woman, you are set free 
from your infirmity. He then put His hands on her and healed her. 

The synagogue leader immediately became indignant and created a public spectacle when 
he said to the people in the service, there are six days for work period so come and be healed on 
those days, not on the Sabbath. 

The text says Jesus answered him, but I wonder if Jesus wasn't totally infuriated by the 
synagogue leaders statement. Jesus certainly takes him to task calling him a hypocrite and he 



backed that up with this example, “don't you untie your animals and lead them to water on the 
Sabbath. Why shouldn't this woman, also, be set free on the Sabbath day from the things that 
bound her?” I just have the sense that Jesus said that with an edge in His voice. 

At this point, those who were opposing Jesus were humiliated but the average person was 
delighted because of all that Jesus was doing. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

Although the statement is not part of this passage, I am reminded of Jesus’ comment that 
the Sabbath was made for man, not man for the Sabbath. This is one of those Sabbath 
teachings that undermines the over-religiosity of the Jews. The fact that they had legislated to 
the point where healings could not occur on the Sabbath because that was considered work, 
underscores how they were misusing the Sabbath. It's one thing to desire the worship of God 
be front and center on the Sabbath but to deny that people who are in need, need the blessing 
of God through healing was something that Jesus simply could not fathom. 

The church must remember that Sabbath is a gift to us but we can't use Sabbath as a yoke 
that weighs down the average person creating more of a burden then the joy of worship. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

Recognizing Sabbath is very important for me. It was drilled into me as a child, my family 
always went to worship on Sundays. Admittedly in my family there was probably a bit of guilt 
and fear that propelled us to worship every week. And while guilt and coercion are never good 
motivators for worship, attending service every week instilled in me that pattern. Then when 
my heart was made alive by faith in Jesus an entirely new focus swept over me. Worship has 
grown to be such a joy and wonder for me… gathering with brothers and sisters who love Jesus 
and proclaiming out loud our love and delight in the Lord.  

I hope that I live the joy and understanding of worship on the Sabbath as opposed to 
worship based on duty alone. 

 
 

Thursday, September 2: Luke 13:18-21 NIV2011 
18 Then Jesus asked, “What is the kingdom of God like? What shall I compare it to? 19 It is like 

a mustard seed, which a man took and planted in his garden. It grew and became a tree, and 
the birds perched in its branches.”  

20 Again he asked, “What shall I compare the kingdom of God to? 21 It is like yeast that a 
woman took and mixed into about sixty pounds of flour until it worked all through the dough.”  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

In this passage Jesus begins explaining the Kingdom of God. Jesus uses two brief sayings to 
describe the Kingdom of God as something that starts out small but it grows to affect and 
impact things far greater than its small starting size would ever indicate. 

The Kingdom of God is like a mustard seed which is one of the tiniest seeds but yet it grows 
to be large tree. I love how Jesus says that the birds perch in its branches. This tree becomes a 
refuge for the birds of the air. So, the Kingdom of God is a refuge for the people of the world. 



The second word picture is that of yeast and how a small amount of yeast when worked into 
the dough can cause an entire large ball of dough to rise and grow. 

Jesus’ point is that the Kingdom of God, though its beginnings are small, will grow to affect 
the whole world. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

In the day when this gospel was written, the church was quite small compared to other 
religions. One could easily get nervous about the call God placed on the church to go to the 
very ends of the earth especially when one looks at the small size of the believing community. 
Against that backdrop we have this incredible statement by Jesus that though the beginning is 
small it will affect the whole world. 

I'm reminded that in Luke’s second volume the church begins with 120 in an upper room. 
Then on Pentecost day it grows to over 3000 and by the end of his second volume the church 
has spread all the way to the heart of the Roman Empire itself. 

God is at work and God will accomplish everything he longs to accomplish, be assured of 
this, oh people of God. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

In this passage I am reminded that God will see His church grow. Particularly in the US it 
seems as if God is being pushed to the margins. Despite this, God's will will be accomplished. 
The gospel will flow to the ends of the earth. The Church of Jesus Christ will grow empowered 
by God's Holy Spirit. God's will will be done and this encourages me to keep on believing.  To 
keep on preaching. To keep on laboring for Jesus Christ, my Lord. 

 
 

Friday, September 3: Luke 13:22-30 NIV2011 
22 Then Jesus went through the towns and villages, teaching as he made his way to 

Jerusalem. 23 Someone asked him, “Lord, are only a few people going to be saved?”  
He said to them, 24 “Make every effort to enter through the narrow door, because many, I 

tell you, will try to enter and will not be able to. 25 Once the owner of the house gets up and 
closes the door, you will stand outside knocking and pleading, ‘Sir, open the door for us.’  

“But he will answer, ‘I don’t know you or where you come from.’  
26 “Then you will say, ‘We ate and drank with you, and you taught in our streets.’  
27 “But he will reply, ‘I don’t know you or where you come from. Away from me, all you 

evildoers!’  
28 “There will be weeping there, and gnashing of teeth, when you see Abraham, Isaac and 

Jacob and all the prophets in the kingdom of God, but you yourselves thrown out. 29 People will 
come from east and west and north and south, and will take their places at the feast in the 
kingdom of God. 30 Indeed there are those who are last who will be first, and first who will be 
last.”  

 
 

What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 



A question that burns for many people is, “how many people will be saved?” There are 
many variations of this question, like how could a good God condemn people? These are not 
only modern questions they were questions people wondered about in Jesus’ day. Our passage 
today is Jesus’ reply to one such question. Lord, are only a few people going to be saved? 

Jesus snatched that opportunity and spoke directly, make every effort to enter through the 
narrow door, because many, I tell you, will try to enter and will not be able to.  

Jesus goes on to explain that people will come pounding on the door, but the owner (God) 
will say to them, “I don't know you”. (These are frightening words when a person realizes that 
eternal salvation is at stake.) 

The people will go on to say but we ate with you we drank with you we heard you when you 
taught in the streets. But he will answer I don't know you or where you come from away from 
me you evil doers! (Jesus has made this point before; it's not simply hearing the words Jesus 
speaks that opens the door for faith and salvation, it is believing, obeying, and following Jesus 
that leads to salvation.) 

Jesus then gives a hint of the nasty life to come for the condemned; there will be weeping 
there and gnashing of teeth When you see Abraham, Isaac and Jacob and all the prophets in the 
Kingdom of God, but you yourselves are thrown out. (This is a word aimed to the Jews. 
Mentioning the patriarchs, the ones Jews supposedly believe in . That the Patriarchs are inside 
but they are thrown outside is the strongest of indictments for a Jew). It gets even worse for 
them when Jesus says that other people will come from East and West and North and South 
and will take their places at the feast in the Kingdom of God. This statement is a recognition 
that Gentiles (people abhorred by the Jews) will be entering the Kingdom when they 
themselves will not be. And then Jesus closes with one of His quotable lines, indeed there are 
those who are last who will be first, and the first will be last.  

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

Luke's audience is made up of primarily Gentiles so Jesus’ final word about people from East 
and West and North and South entering the Kingdom of God would be a tremendous 
encouragement for them. That coupled with the previous section about the smallness of the 
beginning of God's movement compared to the large influence it will have at the end would 
certainly have given the Gentile Christians heart to continue to spread the news of Jesus to 
people far and wide. 

The overarching theme of this passage is that people are to make every effort to enter 
through the narrow gate (to enter the Kingdom of God). People cannot simply say, ‘oh, we 
heard about Jesus, or we listen to some famous preacher’.  Instead, people have to make every 
effort, they have to apply themselves to the task of knowing Jesus, finding the truth, and 
seeking after God.  

This is a balancing statement for us as humans and people of the church. We must 
cooperate with the invitations and voice of God wooing us to Jesus… we have to make every 
effort. 

It seems to me best to simply quote Jesus again, make every effort to enter through the 
narrow door, because many, I tell you, will try to enter and will not be able to. 

 



What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 
Am I working at my faith? Am I giving my all to God the Father, God the son -Jesus, and God 

the Holy Spirit? My mind thinks of athletes who take care of their bodies and work out in 
season and out of season to be prepared for their sport. My mind thinks of military personnel, 
and particularly special forces personnel, who are constantly training and constantly in a state 
of preparedness. They are either deployed or preparing to be deployed. I'm wondering if I am 
as dedicated to following Jesus as elite athletes are to success in their sport or special forces 
soldiers are to their call of arms? 

 
 

Saturday, September 4: Luke 13:31-35 NIV2011 
31 At that time some Pharisees came to Jesus and said to him, “Leave this place and go 

somewhere else. Herod wants to kill you.”  
32 He replied, “Go tell that fox, ‘I will keep on driving out demons and healing people today 

and tomorrow, and on the third day I will reach my goal.’ 33 In any case, I must press on today 
and tomorrow and the next day—for surely no prophet can die outside Jerusalem!  

34 “Jerusalem, Jerusalem, you who kill the prophets and stone those sent to you, how often I 
have longed to gather your children together, as a hen gathers her chicks under her wings, and 
you were not willing. 35 Look, your house is left to you desolate. I tell you, you will not see me 
again until you say, ‘Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.’” 

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

Apparently, Jesus is finally in Jerusalem. Jesus is nearing the culmination of His mission to 
offer His life as in atonement for all who believe in Him. 

Pharisees warn Jesus that He must leave Jerusalem because Herod is looking to kill Him. (It 
is difficult to say whether this is a gracious statement by the Pharisees honestly warning Jesus 
of danger or whether it was a ruse to try and cause Jesus to leave the Jewish holy city and its 
vicinity. I lean towards the ladder.)  

Jesus’ response to the warning is Go tell that fox, I will keep on driving out demons and 
healing people today and tomorrow and on the third day I will reach my goal. (This is an 
interesting response to Herod. It sounds to me that it is more a response to the Pharisees who 
did not want Jesus to continue His ministry of healing, driving out demons and teaching.) 

In either case Jesus continues, I must press on today and tomorrow and the next day dash 
for surely no prophet can die outside of Jerusalem! (It is clear from this statement that Jesus 
understands what awaits Him in Jerusalem. Again at least to my ears this sounds like it is 
targeted at the Pharisees more than King Herod.) 

At this point Jesus breaks into a wail for Jerusalem. His heart implodes with love for the 
people there. Yet as His love for them pours out so does His recognition that they have refused 
to accept His coming and their lack of willingness will be resolved in desolation. 

Jesus closes with the line, I tell you, you will not see me again until you say, “blessed is he 
who comes in the name of the Lord.” (I wonder if this is a reference to His triumphal entry into 
Jerusalem later in the gospel or His final return at the judgment still to come.) 

 



What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

One thing this passage teaches us is that Jesus clearly understood His mission and Jesus 
absolutely accepted His mission. Jesus was not going to be dissuaded from His ultimate goal of 
giving His life for humanity. 

This passage also gives us a glimmer into the heart of Jesus. His love for His people is 
astounding. Even though they are unwilling to accept him for who He truly is, He will not stop 
loving them. But neither will He stop the consequences of their lack of faith. Jesus is the 
Righteous Judge. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

Jesus’ resolve and commitment to His calling and tasks involved with His calling motivates 
me. Jesus is given every opportunity to back away from the cross. Warned by religious leaders 
about Herod’s plan to kill Him, Jesus continues in Jerusalem despite the warning. And whether 
it is an honest warning or a ruse of the Pharisees, Jesus will not be moved off course. 

Jesus’ resolved is my challenge point from this text. Do I have the resolve of my master? 
Will I finish the race Jesus has given me to live faithfully without reservation or will I succumb to 
the temptations to faithlessness?  

I wrestle with these questions regularly. I continue to land on the answer, Jesus has called 
me, to whom else could I turn?  

Jesus, you did all of this with me in mind. The least I can do is to continue my walk as 
faithfully as possible, turning to you and relying on the presence of the Spirit in my life to guide 
me until my dying breath. I know that in my dying breath you, Jesus, will gather me with all 
Your saints into eternity with you. I will continue the journey you have set before me. Still, I 
know, Jesus, that I can be a weak and sin-filled human being, so I pray that in my moments of 
weakness your strength would bolster me so that in everything I may praise you for my 
salvation. This is my prayer, prayed to my Savior Jesus and through Him to the Father and the 
Holy Spirit, one God in three persons. Amen. 

 
 

Sunday, September 5, 2021 - Sunday Worship  
 
 

If any of my thoughts or the Bible readings spark questions send an email reply and I will do my 
best to answer all questions from people on the list… I will answer personal questions privately; 
general questions will be answered in a subsequent email installment.  
 
If you are reading along with me from the Living Hope website you can send questions or request 
being placed on the weekly email list by emailing Lisa at office@LivingHopeCT.org.   

 
 

Click here for an audio link to my sermons, https://livinghopect.org/resources/audio-sermons. 
Sermons are generally posted within 2 days. We also livestream our full services which are up on our 
YouTube channel, https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgKURRsbX92qqIFgDF1iRWA 

 



 


