
The Weekly Word 
August 23-29, 2021 

 
Hello Bible readers thanks for joining me. We continue Luke’s account of Jesus, reading  

11:37-12:53 this week. Happy reading… 
Grace and Peace, Bill  

 
To hear the Bible read click this link… http://www.biblegateway.com/resources/audio/. 

 
 

Monday, August 23: Luke 11:37-54 NIV2011 
37 When Jesus had finished speaking, a Pharisee invited him to eat with him; so he went in 

and reclined at the table. 38 But the Pharisee was surprised when he noticed that Jesus did not 
first wash before the meal.  

39 Then the Lord said to him, “Now then, you Pharisees clean the outside of the cup and dish, 
but inside you are full of greed and wickedness. 40 You foolish people! Did not the one who made 
the outside make the inside also? 41 But now as for what is inside you—be generous to the poor, 
and everything will be clean for you.  

42 “Woe to you Pharisees, because you give God a tenth of your mint, rue and all other kinds 
of garden herbs, but you neglect justice and the love of God. You should have practiced the 
latter without leaving the former undone.  

43 “Woe to you Pharisees, because you love the most important seats in the synagogues and 
respectful greetings in the marketplaces.  

44 “Woe to you, because you are like unmarked graves, which people walk over without 
knowing it.”  

45 One of the experts in the law answered him, “Teacher, when you say these things, you 
insult us also.”  

46 Jesus replied, “And you experts in the law, woe to you, because you load people down with 
burdens they can hardly carry, and you yourselves will not lift one finger to help them.  

47 “Woe to you, because you build tombs for the prophets, and it was your ancestors who 
killed them. 48 So you testify that you approve of what your ancestors did; they killed the 
prophets, and you build their tombs. 49 Because of this, God in his wisdom said, ‘I will send them 
prophets and apostles, some of whom they will kill and others they will persecute.’ 50 Therefore 
this generation will be held responsible for the blood of all the prophets that has been shed since 
the beginning of the world, 51 from the blood of Abel to the blood of Zechariah, who was killed 
between the altar and the sanctuary. Yes, I tell you, this generation will be held responsible for it 
all.  

52 “Woe to you experts in the law, because you have taken away the key to knowledge. You 
yourselves have not entered, and you have hindered those who were entering.”  

53 When Jesus went outside, the Pharisees and the teachers of the law began to oppose him 
fiercely and to besiege him with questions, 54 waiting to catch him in something he might say.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 



This long passage is an indictment of Jewish leaders. Jesus names several trespasses by the 
Jewish leaders, however, the overarching theme is ritual purity without matching spiritual 
purity. 

The passage begins innocently with Jesus inviting the Pharisees to dinner. The situation 
unravels quickly when the Pharisees notice that Jesus does not perform the ritual cleansing 
before he eats. Either they said something (not recorded) or Jesus notices their distain because 
he speaks up. You Pharisees clean the outside of the cup and dish, but inside you are full of 
greed and wickedness. You foolish people! Did not the one who made the outside make the 
inside also? But now as for what is inside you—be generous to the poor, and everything will be 
clean for you. 

After confronting their hypocrisy, ritual cleansing while neglecting the internal matters of 
the heart like generosity for the poor, Jesus hits them with a series of ‘woes’ addressing other 
matters. 

Woe… they scrupulously tithe on the smallest “income,” but they don’t practice justice 
(they should do both). 

Woe… they crave public recognition. 
Woe… they walk over people not even noticing. 
Woe… they honor the prophets of old, but don’t listen to the prophets God has sent, 

therefore, God will hold them accountable and guilty of shedding the blood of all the prophets 
from Abel to Zechariah. 

Now Jesus turns to the experts of the Law and slaps a ‘woe’ upon them.  
Woe… they have removed the key to knowledge and understanding. They don’t obey (enter 

in) and therefore hinder others from obeying (entering in). 
After this tongue lashing by Jesus, the Pharisees and teachers of the law dialed up their 

opposition wanting to catch Jesus in error. 
 

What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

The overriding message for the Church is that piety must be honest and true, not a shame 
or for show. Piety is not simply external duty, it is internal change… changes of the heart that 
seek the good of others over self. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

The concept of seeking others ‘good over self’ caught my heart. So many of the ‘do’s 
of faith can be easily done without a true change of heart. God wants my heart and I pray I am 
giving Him what He truly wants… all of me! 

 
 

Tuesday, August 24: Luke 12:1-12 NIV2011 
1 Meanwhile, when a crowd of many thousands had gathered, so that they were trampling 

on one another, Jesus began to speak first to his disciples, saying: “Be on your guard against the 
yeast of the Pharisees, which is hypocrisy. 2 There is nothing concealed that will not be disclosed, 
or hidden that will not be made known. 3 What you have said in the dark will be heard in the 



daylight, and what you have whispered in the ear in the inner rooms will be proclaimed from the 
roofs.  

4 “I tell you, my friends, do not be afraid of those who kill the body and after that can do no 
more. 5 But I will show you whom you should fear: Fear him who, after your body has been 
killed, has authority to throw you into hell. Yes, I tell you, fear him. 6 Are not five sparrows sold 
for two pennies? Yet not one of them is forgotten by God. 7 Indeed, the very hairs of your head 
are all numbered. Don’t be afraid; you are worth more than many sparrows.  

8 “I tell you, whoever publicly acknowledges me before others, the Son of Man will also 
acknowledge before the angels of God. 9 But whoever disowns me before others will be 
disowned before the angels of God. 10 And everyone who speaks a word against the Son of Man 
will be forgiven, but anyone who blasphemes against the Holy Spirit will not be forgiven.  

11 “When you are brought before synagogues, rulers and authorities, do not worry about 
how you will defend yourselves or what you will say, 12 for the Holy Spirit will teach you at that 
time what you should say.”  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

A huge and somewhat unruly crowd (trampling on one another) gathers around Jesus. He 
begins to speak, first warning them of the yeast of the Pharisees, which is hypocrisy. At this 
point he reminds them that everything done and said in secret will be revealed and known (at 
least to God). 

Next Jesus explains that we are not to be afraid of people who can kill only the body. 
Instead, the one we should fear is the one who can kill the body and throw you into hell. Only 
God can do this. We are to fear God. Immediately Jesus also explains that we are not forgotten 
by God; God numbers the hairs on our head (a sign of how much He cares for us) and we are 
worth more than sparrows who God never forgets. 

Continuing Jesus tells the people and us that those who acknowledge Him, He will 
acknowledge in heaven. He will even forgive words spoken against Him but blasphemes against 
the Holy Spirit will not be forgiven. 

Jesus concludes this section telling people that when we are dragged before rulers and 
authorities because of our faith in Him, we shouldn’t worry because the Holy Spirit will teach us 
what to say to these officials. God will be with us! 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

There are several points in Jesus’ words in this section. We, God’s people, must guard 
ourselves from hypocrisy. We must not fear people or even Satan who can only kill us, instead 
fear God alone who can kill us and condemn us to hell. 

At the same time God is the one who looks after us as He does the lowly sparrow. Jesus also 
warns us to not blaspheme the Holy Spirit… that is one sin that will not be forgiven. In the next 
breath Jesus explains that it is the Holy Spirit who will show us what to say when we are 
arrested and brought before authorities! 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 



My touchstone in this passage comes from Jesus teaching that everything done in secret 
will be revealed. I cannot hide from God and I cannot hide my sins from God. Thankfully, I don’t 
have to try and hide myself or my failings and sins from the Lord God; He is the one who 
forgives me in Jesus… (1John 1:9: If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us 
our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness, is a truth to hold on to). 

 
 

Wednesday, August 25: Luke 12:13-21 NIV2011 
13 Someone in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the inheritance with 

me.”  
14 Jesus replied, “Man, who appointed me a judge or an arbiter between you?” 15 Then he 

said to them, “Watch out! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; life does not consist in an 
abundance of possessions.”  

16 And he told them this parable: “The ground of a certain rich man yielded an abundant 
harvest. 17 He thought to himself, ‘What shall I do? I have no place to store my crops.’  

18 “Then he said, ‘This is what I’ll do. I will tear down my barns and build bigger ones, and 
there I will store my surplus grain. 19 And I’ll say to myself, “You have plenty of grain laid up for 
many years. Take life easy; eat, drink and be merry.” ’  

20 “But God said to him, ‘You fool! This very night your life will be demanded from you. Then 
who will get what you have prepared for yourself?’  

21 “This is how it will be with whoever stores up things for themselves but is not rich toward 
God.”  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

In this passage Jesus seizes a teaching moment as He so often does. A man concerned about 
an inheritance and wanted Jesus to adjudicate his case. Instead, Jesus uses the moment to 
warn about greed. He tells a parable. 

A man has a bumper crop that he cannot fit it in his barns, so he decides to tear them down 
and build bigger barns. Now he has more than he needs for many years and he can take it easy 
and enjoy life to the fullest. But God will demand his life from him that very night. To which 
Jesus asks, who will get what you have prepared for yourself? 

He concludes with one of His patented pithy statements: This is how it will be with whoever 
stores up things for themselves but is not rich toward God. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

This passage concludes with a parable and teaching statement that make its point… don’t 
be greedy and selfish. Our abundance is not for ourselves alone. God will not favor people who 
store up things for themselves but is not rich toward God. 

God’s desire for God’s people is that we live lives rich toward God… which means we care 
for the poor, oppressed, widow, orphan, etc. How we live and how we care for others matters 
to God. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 



Rich toward God… those words capture me. Thinking through the scriptures to develop a 
working definition of what it means: 

Caring for family (James) 
Caring for poor, widow, orphan, (many scriptures) 
Doing justice and having mercy (Micah 6:8) 
Giving generously to the Lord including your tithes and offerings (Malachi 3, Jesus in Luke 

11:42; 2Cor 9:6ff). 
I am not sure I am living up to God’s desire… Lord, help me to live rich toward You. Amen. 
 
 

Thursday, August 26: Luke 12:22-34 NIV2011 
22 Then Jesus said to his disciples: “Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what 

you will eat; or about your body, what you will wear. 23 For life is more than food, and the body 
more than clothes. 24 Consider the ravens: They do not sow or reap, they have no storeroom or 
barn; yet God feeds them. And how much more valuable you are than birds! 25 Who of you by 
worrying can add a single hour to your life? 26 Since you cannot do this very little thing, why do 
you worry about the rest?  

27 “Consider how the wild flowers grow. They do not labor or spin. Yet I tell you, not even 
Solomon in all his splendor was dressed like one of these. 28 If that is how God clothes the grass 
of the field, which is here today, and tomorrow is thrown into the fire, how much more will he 
clothe you—you of little faith! 29 And do not set your heart on what you will eat or drink; do not 
worry about it. 30 For the pagan world runs after all such things, and your Father knows that you 
need them. 31 But seek his kingdom, and these things will be given to you as well.  

32 “Do not be afraid, little flock, for your Father has been pleased to give you the kingdom. 
33 Sell your possessions and give to the poor. Provide purses for yourselves that will not wear 
out, a treasure in heaven that will never fail, where no thief comes near and no moth destroys. 
34 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

In this three-paragraph passage Jesus calls His followers to address cores issues of life. Jesus 
begins with worry. Worry sucks the life out of humans. We can obsess about things that never 
occur. And even if it does happen our worry does not help us prepare or deal with it -whatever 
‘it’ may be- when it comes. 

Jesus’ word to us,’ don’t worry’. He instructs us not to worry by considering how God takes 
care of birds. God feeds them and we are far more valuable than birds. Jesus also reminds us 
that worry doesn’t add a single second to our lives. His point, we need not worry about what 
we will eat or wear. 

In paragraph 2 Jesus continues this theme reminding us that God clothes and cares for wild 
flowers, how much more will he clothe you—you of little faith! He then jumps again on the 
worrying about food issue (remember Jesus is speaking to people in a world where the average 
person was a day laborer earning each day what they needed for that day). Instead of worrying 
and running after food and clothing Jesus says we should seek [God’s] kingdom, and these 
things will be given to you as well. Have your priorities straight… seeking the Lord comes first, 
everything else is second to seeking after God. 



Jesus concludes calling upon us to take stock in our lives. As He puts it, where your treasure 
is, there your heart will be also. This harkens back to seeking God’s kingdom. If we treasure 
God, our heart will be with God and His way. But if we treasure food and clothes and life’s 
finery then they will be what rules or guides our heart.  

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

The challenge for believers is to treasure and seek after God. If we do, we are under God’s 
umbrella of care. He will provide what we need. And we will feel free to live for Him, caring for 
those in need… 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

Is seeking after God mechanical? This is the question that popped into my thoughts as I sat 
with this text. By mechanical I mean, if I just do my spiritual check list, pray, read the Bible, 
attend worship, etc, does that qualify as seeking after God? Yes and no is my answer to myself.  

YES… these are things that people who are seeking after God will do regularly and 
consistently. But I also believe the answer is NO. Simply doing these things, as if they are check 
boxes to be ticked off, is not seeking after God. Seeking after God is more than just doing a few 
things, it is giving our heart, soul, mind, and strength to the Lord. 

Lord, am I seeking after you?... 
 
 

Friday, August 27: Luke 12:35-48 NIV2011 
35 “Be dressed ready for service and keep your lamps burning, 36 like servants waiting for 

their master to return from a wedding banquet, so that when he comes and knocks they can 
immediately open the door for him. 37 It will be good for those servants whose master finds 
them watching when he comes. Truly I tell you, he will dress himself to serve, will have them 
recline at the table and will come and wait on them. 38 It will be good for those servants whose 
master finds them ready, even if he comes in the middle of the night or toward daybreak. 39 But 
understand this: If the owner of the house had known at what hour the thief was coming, he 
would not have let his house be broken into. 40 You also must be ready, because the Son of Man 
will come at an hour when you do not expect him.”  

41 Peter asked, “Lord, are you telling this parable to us, or to everyone?”  
42 The Lord answered, “Who then is the faithful and wise manager, whom the master puts in 

charge of his servants to give them their food allowance at the proper time? 43 It will be good for 
that servant whom the master finds doing so when he returns. 44 Truly I tell you, he will put him 
in charge of all his possessions. 45 But suppose the servant says to himself, ‘My master is taking a 
long time in coming,’ and he then begins to beat the other servants, both men and women, and 
to eat and drink and get drunk. 46 The master of that servant will come on a day when he does 
not expect him and at an hour he is not aware of. He will cut him to pieces and assign him a 
place with the unbelievers.  

47 “The servant who knows the master’s will and does not get ready or does not do what the 
master wants will be beaten with many blows. 48 But the one who does not know and does 
things deserving punishment will be beaten with few blows. From everyone who has been given 



much, much will be demanded; and from the one who has been entrusted with much, much 
more will be asked.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

This passage is all about being ready when the Son of Man returns. It is about being found 
at your post doing the things God would have you do when the Son of Man returns. This theme 
is addressed in multiple ways during these 14 verses. 

In the first paragraph Jesus directs disciples to be ready for service and keep your lamps 
burning... The concept is that the disciple is ready and active in his or her calling so that 
whenever the master shows up the master will find the disciple busy at work. Jesus explains 
that no one knows when the master will arrive; it may be in the middle of the night or day 
break so we have to be vigilant and at our post when the master comes. As Jesus says in verse 
40, you also must be ready, because the Son of Man will come at an hour when you do not 
expect him. 

Then in response to a question from Peter, Jesus continues this theme. Jesus says that the 
servant whom the master finds doing his business when the master returns will be rewarded. 
Again, Jesus explains that the master will show up when he is not expected and those who are 
found at their post will be blessed. But servants who are not aware of the masters return (I.e. 
are loafing) Jesus says they will be cut to pieces and assign him to a place with unbelievers. (This 
is a shuddering statement that is meant to instill urgency in all believers.) 

Jesus closes with a warning that servants who know their masters will but are not fulfilling 
the master’s will, will be judged and beaten with many blows. People who do not know the 
master’s will and therefore are not doing it when the master returns will also receive 
punishment but will be beaten with few blows. (It will be worse in the judgment for those who 
know God's will and do not do it than it will be for those who do not know God's will and don't 
do it.) Jesus closes with the strong statement of verse 48b: From everyone who has been given 
much, much will be demanded; and from the one who has been entrusted with much, much 
more will be asked.. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

For the church this passage is an exceedingly strong statement about living God's will 
consistently and regularly even if Jesus’ return does not happen quickly. The point for people of 
the church is we must never grow tired of doing the will of God. If the Lord's return tarries, 
which it has now for 2000 years, we as God's people must not lose sight of the fact that Jesus 
will return. Our calling is to be doing the will of Jesus until He returns. We may grow tired and 
weary but we must press on because we don't know when He will return (or our death will call 
us into His presence). Keep at the task of living for the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.  

This is a message the church in every age must keep alive. 
 

What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 
It is tempting sometimes to “rest” on my laurels or on the works I have done in the past. 

This passage is a strong reminder that I must never give in to the temptation of coasting in my 
faith or relaxing in my diligence to follow Jesus and work for His will and His way in the world. 



The question I must constantly ask myself is, ‘Does my life reflect the life of a faithful God 
honoring servant of Jesus?’ 

 
 

Saturday, August 28: Luke 12:49-53 NIV2011 
49 “I have come to bring fire on the earth, and how I wish it were already kindled! 50 But I 

have a baptism to undergo, and what constraint I am under until it is completed! 51 Do you think 
I came to bring peace on earth? No, I tell you, but division. 52 From now on there will be five in 
one family divided against each other, three against two and two against three. 53 They will be 
divided, father against son and son against father, mother against daughter and daughter 
against mother, mother-in-law against daughter-in-law and daughter-in-law against mother-in-
law.” 

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

This is a chilling paragraph. I know I am not alone in wanting life to go smoothly and in 
wanting relationships to be harmonious and encouraging. This statement by Jesus challenges 
these very notions. Faith in Jesus will not necessarily bring harmony and unity in life. 

Jesus begins with the shocking statement that He has come to bring fire on earth, and how I 
wish it were already kindled! This is a statement of judgment. Jesus has come to judge the 
world. He goes on to explain in verse 50 that His coming will bring division. And then he looks at 
the closest human bond, the family and says families will be divided two against three and 
three against two. Fathers and sons, mothers and daughters, mothers-in-law and daughters-in-
law will be divided. It is the sense of the paragraph that the division will be about Jesus, the 
inference being people within families even will be divided about those who believe and those 
who do not believe and follow Jesus. This is a chilling statement that undercuts any “Pollyanna” 
view we have of following Jesus and everything being wonderful in life. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

Building on yesterday's passage, Jesus’ message to the church is a wakeup call that life will 
not necessarily be easy if we follow Jesus. (As faithful followers of Jesus we will avoid the fiery 
judgment on the earth, but our life will not be without scars due to our faith in Jesus. There will 
likely be divisions within families do to some believing in Jesus and some not following Jesus. 
These divisions could be very deep, even separating the closest of family bonds. Following Jesus 
will have costs this side of eternity but when the wrath of Jesus comes, our costs this side of 
eternity will be minimal compared to the fiery judgment that people who do not trust in Jesus 
will face. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

I have lived a blessed life where faith in Jesus has not divided my immediate or extended 
family. This is a blessing but it is not one I should take for granted and it is not one that 
everyone enjoys. I think of our missionary in Nigeria explaining the costs of people from Muslim 
faith must endure when they confess Jesus. I also remember the depth of faith that these 
people have and how they truly trust Jesus with and for everything. As I consider those stories 



their depth of faith seems to be connected to the pain and heartache they have endured 
because they have committed to following Jesus. I wonder sometimes if my faith is shallow 
compared to theirs because my decision to follow Jesus has not cost me like their decision to 
follow Jesus has. 

Oh, God, lead me to ever deepening faith in You and maturity of faith in You. I will accept 
whatever costs you ask of me. And, Lord, I will need Holy Spirit strength to fulfill this prayer I 
have just prayed. I pray in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 
 

Sunday, August 29, 2021 - Sunday Worship  
 
 

If any of my thoughts or the Bible readings spark questions send an email reply and I will do my 
best to answer all questions from people on the list… I will answer personal questions privately; 
general questions will be answered in a subsequent email installment.  
 
If you are reading along with me from the Living Hope website you can send questions or request 
being placed on the weekly email list by emailing Lisa at office@LivingHopeCT.org.   

 
 

Click here for an audio link to my sermons, https://livinghopect.org/resources/audio-sermons. 
Sermons are generally posted within 2 days. We also livestream our full services which are up on our 
YouTube channel, https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgKURRsbX92qqIFgDF1iRWA 

 
 

https://livinghopect.org/resources/audio-sermons
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgKURRsbX92qqIFgDF1iRWA

