
The Weekly Word 
August 16-22, 2021 

 
Hello Bible readers, thanks for joining me. We continue Luke’s account of Jesus reading 

!0:25 – 11:36 this week. Happy reading… 
Grace and Peace, Bill  

 
To hear the Bible read click this link… http://www.biblegateway.com/resources/audio/. 

 
 

Monday, August 16: Luke 10:25-37 NIV2011 
25 On one occasion an expert in the law stood up to test Jesus. “Teacher,” he asked, “what 

must I do to inherit eternal life?”  
26 “What is written in the Law?” he replied. “How do you read it?”  
27 He answered, “ ‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with 

all your strength and with all your mind’; and, ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’”  
28 “You have answered correctly,” Jesus replied. “Do this and you will live.”  
29 But he wanted to justify himself, so he asked Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?”  
30 In reply Jesus said: “A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, when he was 

attacked by robbers. They stripped him of his clothes, beat him and went away, leaving him half 
dead. 31 A priest happened to be going down the same road, and when he saw the man, he 
passed by on the other side. 32 So too, a Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, passed 
by on the other side. 33 But a Samaritan, as he traveled, came where the man was; and when he 
saw him, he took pity on him. 34 He went to him and bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil and 
wine. Then he put the man on his own donkey, brought him to an inn and took care of him. 
35 The next day he took out two denarii and gave them to the innkeeper. ‘Look after him,’ he 
said, ‘and when I return, I will reimburse you for any extra expense you may have.’  

36 “Which of these three do you think was a neighbor to the man who fell into the hands of 
robbers?”  

37 The expert in the law replied, “The one who had mercy on him.”  
Jesus told him, “Go and do likewise.”  
 

What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 
This single passage includes two well-known teachings of Jesus. 
The first teaching comes when an expert in the law tests Jesus with the question what must 

I do to inherit eternal life? Jesus asked him what is written in the law and the expert answers 
with the Shammah, love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all 
your strength and with all your mind, and love your neighbor as yourself. 

Jesus responds, “You have answered correctly, go and do likewise”. 
 But the man wants to justify himself, “Who is my neighbor”? To which Jesus replies with 

one of his most famous parables, the parable of the Good Samaritan. 
In the parable a man traveling from Jerusalem to Jericho is attacked and left for dead along 

the highway, stripped of his clothes and beaten. A Jewish priest happens by, moves to the other 
side of the road (to touch a dead body would be to be made unclean) and goes along his way. A 



Levite does the same thing. Finally, a Samaritan (one of the arch enemies of the Jews) sees the 
man, bandages his wound and puts him on his donkey. When he gets to an inn he takes care of 
the man all night. Then he leaves money with the innkeeper asking the innkeeper to continue 
to care for the man explaining that he will repay the innkeeper for any additional expense on 
his return. Jesus then asks the expert of the law, “Who was the neighbor to the robbed man”? 
The expert of the law says, “The one who had mercy on him.  Jesus replies, “Go and do 
likewise”. 
 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

This passage is about the greatest commandment and what that means in practical life. 
These are words all Christ followers must not only learn but practice. The greatest 
commandment is to love the Lord your God with all your heart soul mind and strength and to 
love your neighbor as yourself. And then Jesus tells the parable of the Good Samaritan to 
explain that our neighbor is anyone in our life who has a need. 

The church is to be filled with people who love others with practical unconditional real love. 
Love that bandages a beating victim. Love that gives to and cares for people in need. This is to 
be the hallmark of God's church. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

I fear that I fall short every day of God's ideal to love God and neighbor with heart and soul 
in mind and strength. My mind wanders through my memories recalling far too many situations 
where I have fallen grossly short of God's ideal. Oh, how I need a savior. Oh, how I need Jesus. 

 
 

Tuesday, August 17: Luke 10:38-42 NIV2011 
38 As Jesus and his disciples were on their way, he came to a village where a woman named 

Martha opened her home to him. 39 She had a sister called Mary, who sat at the Lord’s feet 
listening to what he said. 40 But Martha was distracted by all the preparations that had to be 
made. She came to him and asked, “Lord, don’t you care that my sister has left me to do the 
work by myself? Tell her to help me!”  

41 “Martha, Martha,” the Lord answered, “you are worried and upset about many things, 
42 but few things are needed—or indeed only one. c Mary has chosen what is better, and it will 
not be taken away from her.”  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

Jesus and His disciples are on the move and they met a woman named Martha who opened 
her home to Jesus and His crew. After Jesus came in, he was apparently speaking to others and 
Martha's sister Mary moves close to Jesus listening to everything Jesus was saying. Martha was 
busy preparing for Jesus and His disciples. Eventually Martha came to Jesus and asked Him to 
instruct her sister Mary to help with the work.  

Surprisingly Jesus does not ask Mary to help. Instead, he explains to Martha that she is the 
one who is distracted and chasing after many things but Mary has chosen the best path. This 



passage closes with Jesus speaking to Martha, “Mary has chosen what is better, and it will not 
be taken away from her”. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

I must admit up front that I struggle with this passage. I believe I understand what Jesus is 
teaching, that attending to His word is the most important thing we can do in our life. 

But the tenor of the story is troubling to me. Martha is working, trying to be a good host by 
taking care of her guests. And yet she gets rebuked because she dared to ask the teacher to 
instruct Mary to help her. Meanwhile, Mary was just sitting and listening to Jesus. I guess the 
trouble for me is that the things of life preparing the meal etc. still need to be done and Martha 
was trying to be a good host. Anyway, I guess I must chalk this up for one of those scriptures 
that will need further rustling in my life.  

Again, I do understand clearly what Jesus is teaching. Attending to Jesus, listening to His 
word and teachings is the most important task a Christ follower can attend to. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

Well, as I was writing about what this passage teaches the church, clearly some of my own 
issues surfaced. My love-language is acts of service, doing things for people. I wrestle with this 
word to Martha because through my life-grid she is trying to love Jesus.  Martha is trying to give 
Him the gift of service of preparation of caring for Him. All she wanted was a little help from her 
sister but she gets the strong speaking to while Mary continues to listen. 

I'm still wrestling with this passage. I do understand what Jesus is teaching... 
This simply reminds me that I have much maturity still to attain. Lord, help me. 
 
 

Wednesday, August 18: Luke 11:1-13 NIV2011 
1 One day Jesus was praying in a certain place. When he finished, one of his disciples said to 

him, “Lord, teach us to pray, just as John taught his disciples.”  
2 He said to them, “When you pray, say:  

“ ‘Father,  
hallowed be your name,  
your kingdom come.  
3 Give us each day our daily bread.  
4 Forgive us our sins,  

for we also forgive everyone who sins against us. g  
And lead us not into temptation.’ ”  

5 Then Jesus said to them, “Suppose you have a friend, and you go to him at midnight and 
say, ‘Friend, lend me three loaves of bread; 6 a friend of mine on a journey has come to me, and I 
have no food to offer him.’ 7 And suppose the one inside answers, ‘Don’t bother me. The door is 
already locked, and my children and I are in bed. I can’t get up and give you anything.’ 8 I tell 
you, even though he will not get up and give you the bread because of friendship, yet because of 
your shameless audacity he will surely get up and give you as much as you need.  



9 “So I say to you: Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door 
will be opened to you. 10 For everyone who asks receives; the one who seeks finds; and to the 
one who knocks, the door will be opened.  

11 “Which of you fathers, if your son asks for a fish, will give him a snake instead? 12 Or if he 
asks for an egg, will give him a scorpion? 13 If you then, though you are evil, know how to give 
good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father in heaven give the Holy Spirit to 
those who ask him!”  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

Jesus continues to model a life of prayer before His disciples. One day His disciples ask Jesus 
to teach them to pray. (This is one of the few times the disciples ask Jesus for a particular 
teaching.) 

Jesus teaches them what, we in the Christian Church, have come to call the Lord's prayer. 
Luke's version is briefer than Matthew’s, which is the version upon which the Lord's prayer 
recited throughout Christendom is based. 

Luke's version has five components: 

 The hallowing or blessing of the Father’s name 

 Praying that God's Kingdom will come 

 Asking for daily bread, daily needs 

 Asking for forgiveness, tied to a willingness to forgive others 

 Requesting God's leading to avoid temptation. 
After this Jesus immediately goes into a parable that teaches disciples to be audacious in 

our prayers to the Lord. In sum the parable is a man who goes late at night to a friend asking for 
bread. The friend who is already tucked in bed doesn't want to get up or wake his children to 
meet his friend and give him some bread. Jesus concludes the parable in verse 8, I tell you, even 
though he will not get up and give you the bread because of friendship, yet because of your 
shameless audacity he will surely get up and give you as much as you need. And this drives 
home the point that we as disciples are to be audacious, even shameless in our requests of 
God. 

He concludes by saying, Ask and it will be given to you; Seek and you will find; Knock and the 
door will be open to you. For everyone who asks receives; To the one who seeks finds; and to the 
one who knocks the door will be opened. This remains for believers, an invitation to ask God for 
what we need. 

One more word from Jesus concludes His teachings about prayer. This word is about the 
graciousness of a father for his son. If your son asks for a fish will the father give him a snake? 
The implied answer is ‘no’, of course not. If the son asked for an egg will the father give him a 
scorpion? Again, the implied answer is ‘no’. Jesus concludes in verse 13: If you then, though you 
are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your father in heaven 
give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him! 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 



This passage directly teaches the family of God about prayer. Having watched Jesus pray 
and go off to prayer many times the, disciples finally ask Jesus to teach them how to pray. From 
this comes several lasting teachings. 

One, is the gift of the Lord's prayer. Even though Matthew's version and Luke's version 
differ some they both give us the same essence. Luke, which is trimmed down, involves praising 
God for who He is and praying for the advance of God’s Kingdom and glory. Bringing our needs 
to God (needs, not wants). Jesus includes request for forgiveness, which means we must first be 
honest with God about those things for which we need forgiveness. And finally, the leading of 
God, specifically that the leading of God would lead us away from temptation, which implies we 
will be led toward faithfulness and maturity. 

The Lord's prayer is both a prayer to be prayed, note Jesus says when you pray, say... This is 
a directive to use the Lord's prayer as a prayer. But it also functions as a form of prayer on 
which we can hang our own words, our own thoughts and our own needs. (It should be noted 
that this is not the only place we are taught to pray. There is nothing in this passage about 
intercession for other people, or thanksgiving. However, this passage remains one of the great 
teachings by Jesus and of prayer.) 

After teaching them how and what to pray for Jesus bids us to be audacious in prayer. I was 
struck by the words shameless audacity in the NIV translation. God says pray... pray about what 
you need... don't be afraid to ask... lay your bare and honest requests before the Lord. 

To emphasize this even further God says we should ask, seek and knock because those who 
do will find God’s embrace and God's answers.  

Jesus closes by reminding us that God is a good father who gives those things we need to 
His children. Luke who is the gospel writer that emphasizes the work of the Holy Spirit more 
than any other, except maybe for John chapters 14 through 16, slides in a little teaching about 
the Holy Spirit. Bidding God’s children to ask God for the Spirit's presence in our lives. Note the 
end of verse 13,  

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

The words shameless audacity continued to ring in my mind and heart. These words filet 
me. Am I too timid to understand the real power of prayer? This question is haunting me as I sit 
with this word from God open on my lap. 

 
 

Thursday, August 19: Luke 11:14-28 NIV2011 
14 Jesus was driving out a demon that was mute. When the demon left, the man who had 

been mute spoke, and the crowd was amazed. 15 But some of them said, “By Beelzebul, the 
prince of demons, he is driving out demons.” 16 Others tested him by asking for a sign from 
heaven.  

17 Jesus knew their thoughts and said to them: “Any kingdom divided against itself will be 
ruined, and a house divided against itself will fall. 18 If Satan is divided against himself, how can 
his kingdom stand? I say this because you claim that I drive out demons by Beelzebul. 19 Now if I 
drive out demons by Beelzebul, by whom do your followers drive them out? So then, they will be 
your judges. 20 But if I drive out demons by the finger of God, then the kingdom of God has come 
upon you.  



21 “When a strong man, fully armed, guards his own house, his possessions are safe. 22 But 
when someone stronger attacks and overpowers him, he takes away the armor in which the 
man trusted and divides up his plunder.  

23 “Whoever is not with me is against me, and whoever does not gather with me scatters.  
24 “When an impure spirit comes out of a person, it goes through arid places seeking rest and 

does not find it. Then it says, ‘I will return to the house I left.’ 25 When it arrives, it finds the 
house swept clean and put in order. 26 Then it goes and takes seven other spirits more wicked 
than itself, and they go in and live there. And the final condition of that person is worse than the 
first.”  

27 As Jesus was saying these things, a woman in the crowd called out, “Blessed is the mother 
who gave you birth and nursed you.”  

28 He replied, “Blessed rather are those who hear the word of God and obey it.”  
 

What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 
Wrestling with the place and work of demonic forces in our world can be a difficult subject 

for western, first world Christians. We don't normally think in terms of spirit world and natural 
world. Our enlightenment minds generally do not have room for a demonic realm. If, however, 
we are going to deal openly with the biblical text then we have to come to grips with what 
Jesus and the early church teach and demonstrate about the evil, demonic, spiritual realm. 
Today's passage is one such example. 

Story begins with Jesus driving out a demon when someone in the crowd of onlookers cries 
out by Beelzebub, the Prince of demons, he is driving out demons. Others had very different 
thoughts. 

Jesus knew what was going on in their minds so he reminds them: any kingdom divided 
against itself will be ruined, and a house divided against itself will fall. If Satan is divided against 
himself, how can his kingdom stand? Jesus’ point in all of this…. if the power of Satan 
(Beelzebub) was allowing him to cast out demons wouldn't that in effect be dividing and 
splintering his own (Satan, Beelzebub) Kingdom. What Jesus says makes absolute sense. Jesus 
then asks the rhetorical question he says if I drive out demons by Beelzebub, by whom do your 
followers drive out demons? (For the people of Jesus’ day there was no question that demons 
were present and that they could invade a human life and caused distress.) Now comes the 
Jesus kicker, “but if I drive out demons by the finger of God then the Kingdom of God has come 
among you” 

Jesus is in fact stating that he is driving out demons by the finger of God. This is a powerful 
statement and underscores the battle between God and Satan (Beelzebub). 

Jesus then gives a brief parable about a strongman fully armed who can guard his own 
house and his possessions but if someone who is stronger comes and overpowers him then that 
person can divide and plunder the man's home. We need to understand that Jesus is the 
stronger man who is now plundering the house of Satan (Beelzebub).  

Jesus pushes the conversation with the crowd even further stating, whoever is not with me 
is against me and whoever does not gather with me scatters. It sounds to me like this is a veiled 
comment that those who are not with Jesus are against him, namely the religious leaders. 

Jesus now gives us some additional teaching on the operation and works of the demonic 
realm. Jesus explains that when an impure spirit comes out of a person it is sent to an arid 



place. After a while it says, “I am going to return” and Jesus says when it arrives it finds the 
house swept clean and put in order.  Then it goes and takes seven other spirits more wicked 
than itself and they go in there to live and the final condition of that person is worse than the 
first. Does this mean that there is no value to having Jesus or someone else cast the demon out 
of a person? I do not believe so. I suspect that what Jesus is teaching is that not only do we 
have to cast the demon out of a person but then we need to put the spirit of God into that 
person so that new ownership now controls the person. 

This account isn't quite finished. A woman calls out blessed is the mother who gave you 
birth and nurse chew. 

Jesus replied blessed rather are those who hear the word of God and obey it. (I think Luke 
included this final exchange to communicate that person must not only have the demon cast 
out of them but that they have to begin living a life where they hear and obey the word of 
God... If they put their faith and trust in Jesus, the stronger man who is plundering the devil’s 
house. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

There are many connections between this passage and life as a follower of Jesus. The first 
and most important, I believe, is that Jesus casts out the demonic by the finger of God. This is 
yet another declaration of Jesus’ divinity and Messiahship as the anointed one of God. Jesus is 
the stronger man who is overturning the House of Satan and taking away his possessions, 
saving people and bringing them from the dominion of darkness into the dominion of the sun 
God loves (Colossians 1:13 ). 

Beyond this there is that bit about demons leaving a person and then coming back bringing 
more wicked demons. This tells us that there is some hierarchy in the demonic world. More 
importantly it tells us that even though demons are cast out people, we must put something 
more powerful in their place that will keep the demons from returning with a vengeance. The 
only thing more powerful than demons is God himself. And this is where we have joy in God 
because we know that when a person confesses Jesus Christ as Lord, God places the Holy Spirit 
in the life of that believer. It is the Holy Spirit who can keep one demon or seven wicked 
demons from reinvesting in the life of a believer. So, if we are dealing with the demonic faith, 
Jesus is our truest defense. 

  
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

I don't see a demon under every rock or occurrence in life. But after reading a passage like 
today I wonder sometimes if I am too slow to notice demonic activity in our world? This 
passage is forcing me to consider, reflect and deal with demonic influences in our world, and 
more particularly in my world. 

 
 

Friday, August 20: Luke 11:29-32 NIV2011 
29 As the crowds increased, Jesus said, “This is a wicked generation. It asks for a sign, but 

none will be given it except the sign of Jonah. 30 For as Jonah was a sign to the Ninevites, so also 
will the Son of Man be to this generation. 31 The Queen of the South will rise at the judgment 



with the people of this generation and condemn them, for she came from the ends of the earth 
to listen to Solomon’s wisdom; and now something greater than Solomon is here. 32 The men of 
Nineveh will stand up at the judgment with this generation and condemn it, for they repented at 
the preaching of Jonah; and now something greater than Jonah is here.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

Jesus seems a little steamed at the people. His words in this paragraph are quite strong and 
pointed. Apparently, people are coming to Jesus and they want a sign but they're not willing to 
accept His teachings; they are not willing to repent. 

Jesus calls them a wicked generation. Those are strong words. Then he says that the only 
sign they will be given is the sign of Jonah. (I doubt people truly understood that.)  

Jonah was a prophet who preached in Nineveh to a wicked generation, but the people of 
Nineveh repented at Jonah’s preaching. Jesus also speaks about the Queen of the South who 
came to test Solomon and his wisdom... But Jesus reminds the people that someone greater 
than Solomon has come. And someone greater than Jonah has come. That greater someone is 
Jesus but unlike the Queen of the South who acknowledged Solomon’s greatness and unlike the 
people of Nineveh who repented at Jonah’s preaching, this generation only wants a sign. This 
generation only wants the miraculous touch of Jesus; they don't want to accept his preaching 
about repentance and the need to turn to God. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

This passage is a call for people to repent and to accept Jesus for who He is, God's agent 
sent to the this world. This passage is a reminder that as wicked people we have a responsibility 
to accept God's grace and turn our lives around by following Jesus. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

Today has not been a great day. I got some news that really angered me. I have been 
stewing about it for a while. Through this passage God is reminding me of my need to repent, 
to repent the unrighteous anger that is within me. 

I have such a great need for a Savior. I have such a great need for Jesus. 
 
 

Saturday, August 21: Luke 11:33-36 NIV2011 
33 “No one lights a lamp and puts it in a place where it will be hidden, or under a bowl. 

Instead they put it on its stand, so that those who come in may see the light. 34 Your eye is the 
lamp of your body. When your eyes are healthy, your whole body also is full of light. But when 
they are unhealthy, your body also is full of darkness. 35 See to it, then, that the light within you 
is not darkness. 36 Therefore, if your whole body is full of light, and no part of it dark, it will be 
just as full of light as when a lamp shines its light on you.”  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 



This passage revolves around the imagery of light. Jesus begins saying, No one lights a lamp 
and then hides it”. That would be silly and wasteful. Instead, you put the light on a stand so that 
it gives light most effectively. 

From there Jesus slides to the fact that the eye is the lamp of the body… the healthier the 
eye the more light for the body. But unhealthy eyes mean your body fills with darkness (beware 
what you take in through your eyes). 

Next Jesus makes a puzzling statement, 35 See to it, then, that the light within you is not 
darkness. He concludes calling us to make sure our lives are full of light not darkness. Then it 
will be like when a lamp shines full-on on you.  

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

The passage is all about making sure that we allow only light within us in. We as Christ-
followers must beware of darkness and be open to light. 

Controlling what we look at (our eyes) is essential if we are going to be filled with light! This 
is especially true in our digital world where every smartphone is a portal to world, both good 
and bad, both light and darkness… Christians must pay attention to what they view… in the real 
world or on the internet. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

What are my viewing habits? Am I taking in edifying images?  This is God’s ask of me today.  
 
 

Sunday, August 22, 2021 - Sunday Worship  
 
 

If any of my thoughts or the Bible readings spark questions send an email reply and I will do my 
best to answer all questions from people on the list… I will answer personal questions privately; 
general questions will be answered in a subsequent email installment.  
 
If you are reading along with me from the Living Hope website you can send questions or request 
being placed on the weekly email list by emailing Lisa at office@LivingHopeCT.org.   

 
 

Click here for an audio link to my sermons, https://livinghopect.org/resources/audio-sermons. 
Sermons are generally posted within 2 days. We also livestream our full services which are up on our 
YouTube channel, https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgKURRsbX92qqIFgDF1iRWA 

 
 

https://livinghopect.org/resources/audio-sermons
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgKURRsbX92qqIFgDF1iRWA

