
The Weekly Word 
July 26-August 1, 2021 

 
Hello Bible readers, thanks for joining me. We continue Luke’s account of Jesus, reading 

7:18-8:25 this week. Happy reading… 
Grace and Peace, Bill  

 
To hear the Bible read click this link… http://www.biblegateway.com/resources/audio/. 

 
 

Monday, July 26: Luke 7:18-35 NIV2011 
18 John’s disciples told him about all these things. Calling two of them, 19 he sent them to the 

Lord to ask, “Are you the one who is to come, or should we expect someone else?”  
20 When the men came to Jesus, they said, “John the Baptist sent us to you to ask, ‘Are you 

the one who is to come, or should we expect someone else?’ ”  
21 At that very time Jesus cured many who had diseases, sicknesses and evil spirits, and gave 

sight to many who were blind. 22 So he replied to the messengers, “Go back and report to John 
what you have seen and heard: The blind receive sight, the lame walk, those who have leprosy 
are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the good news is proclaimed to the poor. 
23 Blessed is anyone who does not stumble on account of me.”  

24 After John’s messengers left, Jesus began to speak to the crowd about John: “What did 
you go out into the wilderness to see? A reed swayed by the wind? 25 If not, what did you go out 
to see? A man dressed in fine clothes? No, those who wear expensive clothes and indulge in 
luxury are in palaces. 26 But what did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more 
than a prophet. 27 This is the one about whom it is written:  

“ ‘I will send my messenger ahead of you,  
who will prepare your way before you.’ l  

28 I tell you, among those born of women there is no one greater than John; yet the one who is 
least in the kingdom of God is greater than he.”  

29 (All the people, even the tax collectors, when they heard Jesus’ words, acknowledged that 
God’s way was right, because they had been baptized by John. 30 But the Pharisees and the 
experts in the law rejected God’s purpose for themselves, because they had not been baptized 
by John.)  

31 Jesus went on to say, “To what, then, can I compare the people of this generation? What 
are they like? 32 They are like children sitting in the marketplace and calling out to each other:  

“ ‘We played the pipe for you,  
and you did not dance;  

we sang a dirge,  
and you did not cry.’  

33 For John the Baptist came neither eating bread nor drinking wine, and you say, ‘He has a 
demon.’ 34 The Son of Man came eating and drinking, and you say, ‘Here is a glutton and a 



drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners.’ 35 But wisdom is proved right by all her 
children.”  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

This entire passage revolves around the ministry of John the Baptist. 
It opens with John asking two of his disciples to find Jesus and ask him if he is the one 

coming from God or not. When the John’s man comes to Jesus, Jesus doesn't answer directly, 
rather He demonstrates His power through healings and casting out of evil spirits. After that, 
Jesus tells John's disciples to tell John what they saw -- Jesus healing the blind, the lame 
walking, leprosy cleansed, etc. In essence Jesus acted out for John's disciples His calling (see 
Luke 4) from Isaiah 61:1-2. 

Jesus concludes His time with John's disciples saying, Blessed is anyone who does not 
stumble on account of me.. (The blessed are people who follow Jesus; those not blessed are 
people who stumble over Jesus, the stumbling block.) After John's disciples leave, Jesus turns to 
the crowds and questions them about what they saw in John. He asks them a number of 
questions and then comments, But what did you see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than 
a prophet. Then Jesus quotes from Malachi 3:1. 

Jesus then explains John's greatness; then continues saying that the least in God's Kingdom 
is greater than John. (I take this to mean that those of us who follow Jesus are “greater” than 
John because we have been graced with the Holy Spirit.) 

In verse 29 and 30 Jesus contrasts those who were baptized by John and those who were 
not. Those who were baptized by John acknowledged Jesus’ words, apparently because their 
heart’s were open to what God was doing in the world. But those who would not be baptized 
by John, like the Pharisees, also rejected Jesus. Jesus goes on to say that this generation refuses 
to listen. As Jesus said, we played a pipe for you and you did not dance; We sang a dirge, and 
you did not cry. The sense is we tried to communicate to you, regrettably you would not listen. 

Jesus closes with a scathing indictment of this generation. They rejected John the Baptist 
because he came neither eating nor drinking and people said he has a demon. But they also 
rejected Jesus (whom Luke refers to as the Son of Man) saying He was a drunkard and friend of 
tax collectors and sinners. Jesus’ point being that they rejected those whom God sent making 
up extraneous excuses about them. 

The section closes with Jesus saying but wisdom is proved right by all her children... In other 
words, God's wisdom will be shown by those who are God's children. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

In some respects, this passage is an illustration of the parable of the sower which we will 
read at the beginning of Luke 8. 

John came preaching a message of repentance…many believed and many disbelieved. Like 
the parable of the sower, people heard the word preached but it was stolen immediately from 
them.  

Jesus also came preaching and showing tenderness to tax collectors and sinners. Again, He 
was rejected by the same people. They were full of excuses of why they didn't have to follow 
Jesus. And by rejecting Jesus, they missed God's truth. 



This is an illustration to those of us in the church is that not everyone we speak to will 
accept the truth that Jesus is the Son of Man, God's Messiah, the One sent to save us from our 
sins. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

Will I follow and be faithful to Jesus? Will I dance when His tune invites me to dance? Will I 
weep when His word to me should cause weeping? Will I follow Him obediently no matter 
where He leads? Will I? 

 
 

Tuesday, July 27: Luke 7:36-50 NIV2011 
36 When one of the Pharisees invited Jesus to have dinner with him, he went to the Pharisee’s 

house and reclined at the table. 37 A woman in that town who lived a sinful life learned that 
Jesus was eating at the Pharisee’s house, so she came there with an alabaster jar of perfume. 
38 As she stood behind him at his feet weeping, she began to wet his feet with her tears. Then 
she wiped them with her hair, kissed them and poured perfume on them.  

39 When the Pharisee who had invited him saw this, he said to himself, “If this man were a 
prophet, he would know who is touching him and what kind of woman she is—that she is a 
sinner.”  

40 Jesus answered him, “Simon, I have something to tell you.”  
“Tell me, teacher,” he said.  
41 “Two people owed money to a certain moneylender. One owed him five hundred denarii, 

and the other fifty. 42 Neither of them had the money to pay him back, so he forgave the debts 
of both. Now which of them will love him more?”  

43 Simon replied, “I suppose the one who had the bigger debt forgiven.”  
“You have judged correctly,” Jesus said.  
44 Then he turned toward the woman and said to Simon, “Do you see this woman? I came 

into your house. You did not give me any water for my feet, but she wet my feet with her tears 
and wiped them with her hair. 45 You did not give me a kiss, but this woman, from the time I 
entered, has not stopped kissing my feet. 46 You did not put oil on my head, but she has poured 
perfume on my feet. 47 Therefore, I tell you, her many sins have been forgiven—as her great love 
has shown. But whoever has been forgiven little loves little.”  

48 Then Jesus said to her, “Your sins are forgiven.”  
49 The other guests began to say among themselves, “Who is this who even forgives sins?”  
50 Jesus said to the woman, “Your faith has saved you; go in peace.”  
 

What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 
I find this to be a strange yet intriguing passage. Jesus is invited to and is having dinner at a 

Pharisee's house. A woman of ill repute hears that Jesus is eating at the Pharisees’ house so she 
comes with a jar of perfume. She stands behind Jesus (He is likely reclined at the table with His 
feet behind Him). Then she begins to cry and let the droplets fall onto Jesus’ feet  which she 
then towels off using her hair. She also kisses Jesus’ feet and pours perfume on them. 

The Pharisee watching this grows indignant and says, “If this man were a prophet, he would 
know who is touching him and what kind of woman she is—that she is a sinner.” ( 



(While that statement might be true how is it the Pharisee allowed this woman into his 
house? Pharisees certainly wouldn't cavort with any woman, much less with a woman like this). 
It makes me wonder if this was a set up and that the Pharisee knew and possibly even invited 
the woman. I have no facts to substantiate this idea, still it seems strange to me that the 
Pharisees would become indignant with Jesus while allowing this woman into their house. 

Jesus, however, was ready for the Pharisee named Simon, and asked a question of Simon. 
“Two people owed money to a certain moneylender. One owed him five hundred denarii, and 
the other fifty. 42 Neither of them had the money to pay him back, so he forgave the debts of 
both. Now which of them will love him more?”  

To which Simon replies, “probably the one who was forgiven more money”. Jesus then 
applauds Simon's correct answer. 

Then Jesus turned towards the woman and blessed her for the gift she gave him even as he 
rebuked Simon for not providing water to wash His feet and for not greeting Him with a kiss at 
the door. The woman went above and beyond providing perfume for anointing Jesus’ feet. 

Then in an amazing twist Jesus says to her, “Your sins are forgiven”. The other guests begin 
to ask among themselves, “Who forgives sins”?  

Jesus concludes with an even stronger statement to the woman, “Your faith has saved you; 
go in peace.” 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

Ultimately this account is about the forgiveness Jesus can provide. Whittling through the 
intrigue of the passage, it is a declaration of Jesus’ ability to forgive sins. It is also an invitation 
to people to come to Jesus for forgiveness no matter where they have been or what they have 
done. This woman, who has lived a sinful life, falls at Jesus’ feet and offers Him deep kindness. 
Apparently, she had heard stories of Jesus and felt safe enough to approach Him and to bless 
Him with these kind gifts. Jesus’ response in reading the woman's love and faith (notice verse 
50, “your faith has saved you”) is to forgive her. He knows where she's been. He knows what 
she's done but faith opened the door to forgiveness. Next, we learn her faith opens the door to 
salvation.  

Salvation is a gift Jesus willingly gives everyone who has faith... Forgiveness and salvation. 
 

What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 
Jesus forgives. I still find it hard sometimes to admit my sins to Jesus. I'm a little 

embarrassed. I think this stems from my upbringing. If I did something wrong I always felt like I 
had dishonored my family and my parents. I knew they loved me, but... 

Sometimes I still carry that same kind of emotion into my faith. I feel bad, I feel shame for 
not doing better and my inclination is to try to hide that from Jesus. I realize as I write this how 
silly that is. I know I can't hide anything from Jesus. Sadly, that ingrained habit still lives in me. 

The Lord is reminding me of His vast love for me. I don't need to be or pretend I am better 
than I am. Jesus loves me just as I am and He forgives me. And He does so without shame or 
belittling. He does so because of His incredibly vast love for me, for you, for each and every 
person in this world. 



My heart grows even more deeply in love with Jesus as I think about His great love and His 
ready forgiveness for me, a sinner. 

 
 

Wednesday, July 28: Luke 8:1-15 NIV2011 
1 After this, Jesus traveled about from one town and village to another, proclaiming the good 

news of the kingdom of God. The Twelve were with him, 2 and also some women who had been 
cured of evil spirits and diseases: Mary (called Magdalene) from whom seven demons had come 
out; 3 Joanna the wife of Chuza, the manager of Herod’s household; Susanna; and many others. 
These women were helping to support them out of their own means.  

4 While a large crowd was gathering and people were coming to Jesus from town after town, 
he told this parable: 5 “A farmer went out to sow his seed. As he was scattering the seed, some 
fell along the path; it was trampled on, and the birds ate it up. 6 Some fell on rocky ground, and 
when it came up, the plants withered because they had no moisture. 7 Other seed fell among 
thorns, which grew up with it and choked the plants. 8 Still other seed fell on good soil. It came 
up and yielded a crop, a hundred times more than was sown.”  

When he said this, he called out, “Whoever has ears to hear, let them hear.”  
9 His disciples asked him what this parable meant. 10 He said, “The knowledge of the secrets 

of the kingdom of God has been given to you, but to others I speak in parables, so that,  

“ ‘though seeing, they may not see;  
though hearing, they may not understand.’ d  

11 “This is the meaning of the parable: The seed is the word of God. 12 Those along the path 
are the ones who hear, and then the devil comes and takes away the word from their hearts, so 
that they may not believe and be saved. 13 Those on the rocky ground are the ones who receive 
the word with joy when they hear it, but they have no root. They believe for a while, but in the 
time of testing they fall away. 14 The seed that fell among thorns stands for those who hear, but 
as they go on their way they are choked by life’s worries, riches and pleasures, and they do not 
mature. 15 But the seed on good soil stands for those with a noble and good heart, who hear the 
word, retain it, and by persevering produce a crop.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

Luke begins this narrative adding some information that we don’t find anywhere else. 
Apparently, there were some well to do women who were helping support Jesus and His 
disciples as they traveled the countryside teaching the good news of God. (Every ministry needs 
people to bankroll its endeavors).  

After this factual tidbit, Luke records the parable of the sower. This is the parable about a 
farmer who sows seeds on different kinds of soil; a path, rocky soil, throny soil and good soil. 
Only the good soil produces a crop. 

The disciples don’t get it so they ask Jesus to explain. First Jesus tells them that He speaks in 
parables so that people not called by God do not understand the secrets of the kingdom. Then 
He proceeds to explain the parable. 

The path represents people who hear, but then the devil comes and immediately takes the 
word from their hearts. (Physical hearing and spiritual hearing are two different kinds of 



hearing.) The next group is represented by the rocky soil. These are people in which faith has no 
root, so when testing comes, they fall away. Next is the soil with thorns. This represents people 
who don’t truly trust the Lord, when the worries of life, desires for riches and pleasure, etc. 
surface, faith is chocked from their life. They do not mature into grain producing stalks. Finally, 
the seed scattered on good soil represents people with a noble and good heart, who hear the 
word, retain it, and by persevering produce a crop. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

The opening paragraph reminds the church that every ministry endeavor and kingdom 
advance needs backers -financial backers. Even Jesus needed money to provide what He 
needed to live on! 

The main thrust of this passages is the parable of the sower which tells the church that not 
everyone who physically hears the gospel message will take it to heart and mature. This is a 
sober reality check that gospel ministry is hard work. But when it flourishes, a harvest is the 
result. 

It also is a reminder for everyone of us walking with Jesus that we must be vigilant. Both the 
rocky and thorny soil began to produce plants but they never matured and only mature plants 
produce a crop. So as church people we must be seeking maturity (by staying close to Jesus). 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

God is reminding me that maturity and crop producing is the goal. It is not simply about my 
believing, I need to be producing fruit in keeping with my faith… doing justice, loving mercy and 
walking humbly with my Lord!!! 

 
 

Thursday, July 29: Luke 8:16-18 NIV2011 
16 “No one lights a lamp and hides it in a clay jar or puts it under a bed. Instead, they put it 

on a stand, so that those who come in can see the light. 17 For there is nothing hidden that will 
not be disclosed, and nothing concealed that will not be known or brought out into the open. 
18 Therefore consider carefully how you listen. Whoever has will be given more; whoever does 
not have, even what they think they have will be taken from them.”  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

Matthew’s version of Jesus’ teaching about hiding the lamp under a bushel or bed is so well 
known I just assumed Luke would use the same language. So, I was surprised when I came to 
the end of verse 16 and beyond. This was a good reminder for me that I need to pay attention 
to the passage in front of me and not just think I know about what any passage says…  

Luke does begin with the imagery of hiding a light under something (a jar or bed) but he 
goes to new places with that illustration. (Note: Jesus certainly used illustrations more than 
once and like most speakers very likely made differing points from the illustration by nuancing 
how he began or ended the illustration.) In Luke’s telling, Jesus makes the point that a lamp on 
a stand is a light for everyone who enters… what a great aspect of God’s Word to remember. 



In the next breath Jesus bounces off the hiddenness and ability to see the lamp illustration, 
to remind everyone that nothing ultimately is hidden from God and that God will one day bring 
everything out into the open, into the light. 

At this point in verse 18 Jesus provides our lesson… be careful to listen to Jesus because 
God knows what is going on in your secret places. Then in an unexpected twist Jesus reminds us 
that whoever has will be given more and whoever doesn’t have even that will be taken from 
them… I am curious how it fits with the other parts of the paragraph… 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

Despite my lingering questions about the final sentence, the clear teaching of verse 17 
shines through, nothing is hidden from God. God sees all and knows all… don’t fool yourself 
into thinking you are ‘getting away with something.’ There are not ‘perfect sins’ that leave no 
trace. God knows who we are inside and out. God knows every innocent blunder and every 
conscious sin and selfish act. The good news is that to those whom God has given forgiveness 
there will be more forgiveness to give (she/he will be given more… maybe this is a point of 
verse 18 I was wrestling with above?!).  

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

For me… I am reminded of how much I have been given by the Lord and gratefulness to the 
Lord is mounding up within me.  Thank you, Lord. I do not deserve your kindnesses and 
blessings!!! 

 
 

Friday, July 30: Luke 8:19-21 NIV2011 
19 Now Jesus’ mother and brothers came to see him, but they were not able to get near him 

because of the crowd. 20 Someone told him, “Your mother and brothers are standing outside, 
wanting to see you.”  

21 He replied, “My mother and brothers are those who hear God’s word and put it into 
practice.”  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

Jesus used the visit of His mother and brothers to tell His followers that anyone who hears 
and puts God’s Word into practice is a family member of Jesus 

Side note: Luke eliminates the concern for Jesus’ health and wellbeing from this account 
that is present in Mark’s version of this account. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

If you are to be part of God’s family then you must put into practice the teachings and 
words of Jesus. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 



This passage is a straightforward challenge to me to practice God’s Word… listening to it, 
and talking about it are not enough… I must live it. 

 
 

Saturday, July 31: Luke 8:22-25 NIV2011 
22 One day Jesus said to his disciples, “Let us go over to the other side of the lake.” So they 

got into a boat and set out. 23 As they sailed, he fell asleep. A squall came down on the lake, so 
that the boat was being swamped, and they were in great danger.  

24 The disciples went and woke him, saying, “Master, Master, we’re going to drown!”  
He got up and rebuked the wind and the raging waters; the storm subsided, and all was 

calm. 25 “Where is your faith?” he asked his disciples.  
In fear and amazement they asked one another, “Who is this? He commands even the winds 

and the water, and they obey him.” 
 

What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 
Luke includes this account as a standalone episode in Jesus’ ministry. 
Jesus has the disciples take Him by boat to the other side of the lake. Jesus apparently was 

so tired that He fell asleep in the boat as they sailed. While sleeping a furious storm came up 
that threatened to swamp the boat; these professional fisherman were in great danger.  

They woke Jesus, “Master, Master, we’re going to drown!” These men are frightened. 
To their utter astonishment Jesus got up, rebuked the wind and the waves and the storm 

calmed down. Never one to miss a teaching moment, Jesus turned to His disciples and asked, 
Where is your faith? 

Stunned, amazed, even fearful, the disciples turned to one another asking, “Who is this? He 
commands even the winds and the water, and they obey him.” 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

This passage teaches the church that Jesus is Master of Nature. His word alone is enough to 
calm a raging storm. This passage is also a stark reminder to every disciple that Jesus has 
ultimate power… a little healthy fear of Jesus should live in every one of us. Jesus is God!!! 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

Do I trust Him? I am in a season of ministry that is more than I can handle? Still I believe 
that I am called to all of this work so I need to trust that Jesus can calm the storms that rage 
and lead me to the distant shore safely… because HE IS WITH ME and HE HAS ULTIMATE 
POWER!  

Hallelujah!!! 
 
 

Sunday, August 1, 2021 - Sunday Worship  
 
 



If any of my thoughts or the Bible readings spark questions send an email reply 
and I will do my best to answer all questions from people on the list… I will 
answer personal questions privately; general questions will be answered in a 
subsequent email installment.  
 
If you are reading along with me from the Living Hope website you can send 
questions or request being placed on the weekly email list by emailing Lisa at 
office@LivingHopeCT.org.   

 
 

Click here for an audio link to my sermons, https://livinghopect.org/resources/audio-sermons. 
Sermons are generally posted within 2 days. We also livestream our full services which are up 
on our YouTube channel, https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgKURRsbX92qqIFgDF1iRWA 

 

https://livinghopect.org/resources/audio-sermons
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgKURRsbX92qqIFgDF1iRWA

