
The Weekly Word 
July 12-17, 2021 

 
Hello Reading the Bible readers. We continue our adventure with Luke this week reading 

5:17-6:26. Happy reading… 
Grace and Peace, Bill  

 
To hear the Bible read click this link… http://www.biblegateway.com/resources/audio/. 

 
 

Monday, July 12: Luke 5:17-26 NIV2011 
17 One day Jesus was teaching, and Pharisees and teachers of the law were sitting there. 

They had come from every village of Galilee and from Judea and Jerusalem. And the power of 
the Lord was with Jesus to heal the sick. 18 Some men came carrying a paralyzed man on a mat 
and tried to take him into the house to lay him before Jesus. 19 When they could not find a way 
to do this because of the crowd, they went up on the roof and lowered him on his mat through 
the tiles into the middle of the crowd, right in front of Jesus.  

20 When Jesus saw their faith, he said, “Friend, your sins are forgiven.”  
21 The Pharisees and the teachers of the law began thinking to themselves, “Who is this 

fellow who speaks blasphemy? Who can forgive sins but God alone?”  
22 Jesus knew what they were thinking and asked, “Why are you thinking these things in your 

hearts? 23 Which is easier: to say, ‘Your sins are forgiven,’ or to say, ‘Get up and walk’? 24 But I 
want you to know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins.” So he said to the 
paralyzed man, “I tell you, get up, take your mat and go home.” 25 Immediately he stood up in 
front of them, took what he had been lying on and went home praising God. 26 Everyone was 
amazed and gave praise to God. They were filled with awe and said, “We have seen remarkable 
things today.”  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

As this event unfolds Luke makes sure that his readers understand that the Pharisees and 
teachers of the law had a front row seat not only to Jesus’ teaching but also to the miracle that 
was about to take place. 

Luke also lets us know that God's power was on Jesus that day to heal.  Luke now begins to 
describe the unique circumstances of this account. 

Friends of a paralyzed man tried to bring him to Jesus but they could not find any way 
through the crowd. So, these resourceful friends went up to the roof of the building and 
burrowed a hole through the roofing so they could lower the man directly in front of Jesus. This 
of course means that the man was also in front of the crowd, which included the Pharisees and 
teachers of the law. Jesus saw the faith of the friends and turns to the paralyzed man saying, 
Friend, your sins are forgiven. 

The Pharisees and teachers of the law immediately began to think to themselves, who is this 
fellow who speaks blasphemy? Who can forgive sins but God alone? 

Jesus knew what they were thinking and so He asked them why they were thinking what 
they were thinking and then before they could answer He said, Which is easier to say your sins 



are forgiven or to say, get up and walk? At this point Jesus turns to the Pharisees and teachers 
of the law and everyone present and says, I want you to know that the son of man has authority 
on earth to forgive sins. Then Jesus turned to the man who was paralyzed and said, I tell you, 
get up, take your mat and go home. 

At that point the man stood, grabbed his mat and walked out in front of everyone praising 
God. The crowd was in awe. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

Luke makes obvious the most important aspect of this passage; Jesus, the Son of Man has 
authority on earth to forgive sins. This is such an astounding statement. The Pharisees are 
absolutely correct, only God has the ability to forgive sins. And this means that Jesus, the Son of 
Man, is God. 

The passage also has other lessons, like the power of faith, but the main point is uttered by 
Jesus, that the Son of Man has the power on earth to forgive sins. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

I sit quietly before the Lord reveling in His forgiveness of sins. My life is marred by sin. Some 
overt sin but much more sin that happens in my mind.  

Just today while I was driving, I came around the corner to see someone walking their dog 
on the sidewalk. My mind instantly went to places of judgment and unkind thoughts due to 
their appearance. As those thoughts erupted in my mind; I caught myself realizing that I was 
making unjust and unjustifiable judgments about a person merely because of their appearance. 
I found myself having to admit that to the Lord and ask for His forgiveness. Sin catches me all 
too often.  

Thank you, Jesus, for saving me and for regularly forgiving me. 
 
 

Tuesday, July 13: Luke 5:27-32 NIV2011 
27 After this, Jesus went out and saw a tax collector by the name of Levi sitting at his tax 

booth. “Follow me,” Jesus said to him, 28 and Levi got up, left everything and followed him.  
29 Then Levi held a great banquet for Jesus at his house, and a large crowd of tax collectors 

and others were eating with them. 30 But the Pharisees and the teachers of the law who 
belonged to their sect complained to his disciples, “Why do you eat and drink with tax collectors 
and sinners?”  

31 Jesus answered them, “It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick. 32 I have not 
come to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance.”  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

Today's reading is Jesus’ calling of Levi (Matthew) to be a disciple. 
It is a straightforward account. Jesus sees Levi at his tax booth and calls to him, Follow me. 

Immediately Levi gets up leaves everything and follows Jesus.  
That evening Levi throws a great banquet for Jesus at his house. He invites his tax collecting 

buddies and others to come and dine and meet Jesus. Meanwhile the Pharisees and teachers of 



the law ask Jesus’ disciples why Jesus is eating and drinking with tax collectors and sinners. I 
always wonder if the tax collectors and Pharisees are stalking Jesus. I also wonder if Jesus’ 
disciples were not with Jesus at the dinner or if this comment by the religious leaders happens 
after the dinner ended. 

Jesus turns and answers them (apparently Jesus must have been present when the tax 
collectors and Pharisees question his disciples). “It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the 
sick. I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance.” 

In essence Jesus says I have not come for people who believe they are healthy, instead I 
have come for people who know they are sick and need help. My call is to call sinners to 
repentance. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

There are really three movements in this brief passage. 
The first movement is the actual calling of Levi who immediately follows Jesus leaving 

everything behind. This is certainly a word to the church about being willing to leave anything 
and everything behind in order to follow Jesus. 

The second movement is Levi's desire for his friends to meet Jesus. (How deeply do I desire 
to introduce my friends to Jesus?) 

The third movement is Jesus’ response to the Pharisees and teachers of the law. They were 
questioning why Jesus would dare eat with tax collectors and sinners. And Jesus quiets them 
with a strong word that He has no use for people who believe they are righteous. Rather Jesus 
came to lead people who know they are sinners in need of help to repent. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage 

Jesus is asking me if I truly want to introduce my friends and my associates to Jesus. Would I 
throw a party or a lavish event to give them an opportunity to meet Jesus? This question 
penetrates deep into my soul. 

 
 

Wednesday, July 14: Luke 5:33-39 NIV2011 
33 They said to him, “John’s disciples often fast and pray, and so do the disciples of the 

Pharisees, but yours go on eating and drinking.”  
34 Jesus answered, “Can you make the friends of the bridegroom fast while he is with them? 

35 But the time will come when the bridegroom will be taken from them; in those days they will 
fast.”  

36 He told them this parable: “No one tears a piece out of a new garment to patch an old 
one. Otherwise, they will have torn the new garment, and the patch from the new will not 
match the old. 37 And no one pours new wine into old wineskins. Otherwise, the new wine will 
burst the skins; the wine will run out and the wineskins will be ruined. 38 No, new wine must be 
poured into new wineskins. 39 And no one after drinking old wine wants the new, for they say, 
‘The old is better.’ ”  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 



This passage differentiates Jesus from other rabbis and teachers. Jesus is unique. Jesus is 
doing a new thing. In this passage we begin to see Jesus separating Himself from previous 
teachers. 

Luke begins with the fact that Jesus’ disciples are not fasting like John's disciples did and the 
disciples of the Pharisees do. Now Jesus makes it clear that a time will come when His disciples 
will fast but after Jesus is no longer with them. (Therefore, we live in a time when fasting is 
appropriate. But for the disciples living with Jesus for three years that was not a time for 
fasting.) Thus, Jesus’ ministry is different than the ministries of teachers who went before Him, 
like the Pharisees and John the Baptist.  

After that brief vignette, Jesus speaks to the difference He brings. He uses two parables. In 
the first Jesus explains that no one sews new cloth onto an old garment. First, you ruin the new 
garment by cutting it up. And second, the new cloth which is unshrunk, will ruin the old 
garment even more when it shrinks and tears the old garment apart. 

Next Jesus speaks about new wine and old wine. You don't put new wine into old wineskins. 
When the new wine ferments the fermenting process will cause the old wineskins to break. 
Instead, you put new wine into new wineskins. Thus, Jesus is the new wine that you need to put 
in new wineskins.  

This parable ends with the curious statement, “that no one after drinking old wine wants 
new wine, for they say, The old (wine) is better”. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

This passage teaches us that Jesus is bringing a new thing. The ministry of Jesus cannot be 
compared to or fit into the ministry of John or the Pharisees. The new ministry of Jesus requires 
rules and new containers. Jesus is not simply a better Pharisee, He is an entirely new 
phenomenon. He is a teacher with authority and power as we have already learned.  

What we will learn as we keep reading is that Jesus is also God Incarnate teaching us the 
way of God in a manner that no mere human being can teach. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

For me this passage is a reminder that Jesus is doing a new thing. I constantly have to be 
careful not to put Jesus in a box; we don't do things simply because we've always done them. 
We do them because Jesus is leading us to do them.  

One of the aspects of the new wine and new garment of Jesus is that we are constantly 
asking Him, “How do we follow You more closely and more appropriately”. Again, for me… am I 
following Jesus or am I simply following human rules that have been created around Jesus? 

 
 

Thursday, July 15: Luke 6:1-11 NIV2011 
1 One Sabbath Jesus was going through the grainfields, and his disciples began to pick some 

heads of grain, rub them in their hands and eat the kernels. 2 Some of the Pharisees asked, “Why 
are you doing what is unlawful on the Sabbath?”  

3 Jesus answered them, “Have you never read what David did when he and his companions 
were hungry? 4 He entered the house of God, and taking the consecrated bread, he ate what is 



lawful only for priests to eat. And he also gave some to his companions.” 5 Then Jesus said to 
them, “The Son of Man is Lord of the Sabbath.”  

6 On another Sabbath he went into the synagogue and was teaching, and a man was there 
whose right hand was shriveled. 7 The Pharisees and the teachers of the law were looking for a 
reason to accuse Jesus, so they watched him closely to see if he would heal on the Sabbath. 8 But 
Jesus knew what they were thinking and said to the man with the shriveled hand, “Get up and 
stand in front of everyone.” So he got up and stood there.  

9 Then Jesus said to them, “I ask you, which is lawful on the Sabbath: to do good or to do evil, 
to save life or to destroy it?”  

10 He looked around at them all, and then said to the man, “Stretch out your hand.” He did 
so, and his hand was completely restored. 11 But the Pharisees and the teachers of the law were 
furious and began to discuss with one another what they might do to Jesus.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

No law was more revered by the people of Jewish faith than the Sabbath. Sabbath 
observance was a bedrock for the Jewish people. Every seven days they celebrated their God 
through Sabbath observance and synagogue worship. These two stories declare Jesus’ mastery 
over the Sabbath. Jesus is Lord of the Sabbath. 

The passage opens with Jesus walking through the grainfields with His disciples on a 
Sabbath. His disciples pick some heads of grain and rub it between their hands and then eat the 
kernels. In Judaism there was nothing wrong with walking through someone’s grainfield picking 
and eating some of the grain. This was baked into Hebrew hospitality culture. You couldn't pick 
grain and take home bags, that would be stealing, but you could pick enough grain to eat while 
on your journey. The problem was the disciples were doing this on a Sabbath and the Pharisees 
believed that the rubbing of the grain between their hands was akin to threshing and therefore 
the disciples were working on the Sabbath. This is why the Pharisees confront Jesus about His 
disciples breaking the Sabbath. 

Typical Jesus, He doesn't directly answer their indictment. Rather He raises an Old 
Testament story where David went into the House of the Lord and ask the priest for 
consecrated bread for him and his men to eat. Technically David broke the law, eating bread 
that was only for priests. Jesus uses this as an example why His disciples were not breaking the 
law. Then comes verse 5 with the central truth of this passage. Jesus says to the Pharisees, The 
Son of Man is Lord of the Sabbath. 

With that comment bouncing around our heads Luke immediately goes into another 
Sabbath story where Jesus heals a man with a shriveled hand. Jesus does this in a dramatic 
manner because He understands that the Pharisees and teachers of the law were watching Him 
closely, looking for a reason to accuse him of law breaking.  

When the man with the shriveled hand comes to Jesus’ attention. Jesus has him stand up in 
the middle of the synagogue. Then to make His point, his hand is completely restored.  

In the first passage Jesus declares that He is Lord of the Sabbath, now in the second He 
demonstrates that He is Lord of the Sabbath 

The passage concludes in verse 11. The Pharisees know Jesus has just taken them on so they 
begin to discuss with the teachers of the law what they might do to Jesus. 

 



What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

This passage, with its two stories, has much to teach Jesus’ followers about the Sabbath. 
The Sabbath, which is set apart for God, rest and relationships, continues to be an important 
part of life for people who follow Jesus. But it seems from this passage that the Sabbath is not 
to be a box which constrains life but rather a day which gives life. 

In the first story we are told not to encumber the Sabbath with minor detail rules, like 
plucking grain and removing the chaff in one's hand. This does not constitute a breaking of 
Sabbath. God cares for us as human beings. Jesus is Lord of the Sabbath; living in accordance 
with His will and way is Sabbath keeping.  

Secondly, on the Sabbath, caring for human beings who are of infinite worth in God's eyes, 
does not break Sabbath either. Doing good, helping others, saving lives, this is all appropriate 
Sabbath work. On the Sabbath we devote ourselves to God; according to the greatest 
commandment.  Devoting ourselves to God means we will love God with heart, mind, soul and 
strength and we will love our neighbors as ourselves. Healing and caring for neighbors in need 
on the Sabbath does not break the Sabbath. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

Whenever I read about the Sabbath, I am drawn to contemplate my own Sabbath rituals. Do 
I take a Sabbath as a day of rest underscoring my belief God is my provider?  

Do I take a Sabbath and connect and relate with others in my life underscoring my belief 
that our God created human beings to be relational beings who are in relationship with God 
and relationship with others?  

Do I do things on the Sabbath that rejuvenate my soul and reconnect me more strongly with 
the Lord underscoring my belief that Sabbath is the time to honor, praise and adore my Lord 
and my God, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit?  

Do I??? 
 
 

Friday, July 16: Luke 6:12-16 NIV2011 
12 One of those days Jesus went out to a mountainside to pray, and spent the night praying 

to God. 13 When morning came, he called his disciples to him and chose twelve of them, whom 
he also designated apostles: 14 Simon (whom he named Peter), his brother Andrew, James, John, 
Philip, Bartholomew, 15 Matthew, Thomas, James son of Alphaeus, Simon who was called the 
Zealot, 16 Judas son of James, and Judas Iscariot, who became a traitor.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

Luke’s account of Jesus’ calling of the 12 apostles is such a familiar story that I likely read 
past it quickly, were it not for the fact that this lone paragraph was my Bible reading for today. 
Spending time with this paragraph has showed me more than I would normally have observed. 

Luke begins with the description of the situation. Jesus went out to the mountainside to 
pray, and spent the night praying to God. Whether He intended to call disciples to Himself or He 
went to pray to make sure that he made choices in connection with the Father. Or whether 
during this time of prayer the Father spoke to Him directing Jesus to choose 12 apostles, we do 



not know. What we do know is that after a significant amount of time alone spent in prayer 
with the Father, Jesus chose twelve of His disciples and designated them as apostles. 

Additionally, this tells us that Jesus’ band of disciples was larger than 12. From the larger 
group of disciples Jesus chooses His 12 apostles. Then Luke names them. In all the lists of 
disciples becoming apostles, Simon is listed first and Judas listed last. We have two sets of 
brothers, Simon and his brother Andrew and James and his brother John. There's Phillip and 
Bartholomew, Matthew (who is likely Levi the tax collector although this is not mentioned in 
Luke’s gospel). Then we have James, Thomas, and Simon who was called the Zealot. This is a 
very interesting band of men. We have a tax collector who ostensibly works for the Roman 
government and Simon the Zealot. Zealots were a group dedicated to overthrowing the Roman 
government in Judea. Jesus certainly called together an interesting cadre of men. Then there is 
Judas, son of James and finally Judas Iscariot. Luke eliminates any sense of surprise with Judas’ 
actions later by declaring at first introduction that Judas became a trader. 

Again, stepping back what an interesting group of men we have; fishermen, think small 
businessmen who worked with their hands. We have a tax collector, which likely indicates that 
he had some money and worked on behalf of the Roman government. We have a Zealot who 
wants to overthrow the Roman government and then others of whom we know little at this 
point. Despite the various backgrounds Jesus molds these men into a cohesive band who will 
follow Him and who will spread His name near and far throughout the world. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

Certainly, one of the teaching moments in this paragraph is the need for and dedication to 
prayer that Jesus exhibits. Even after long days of ministry Jesus spent a full night in prayer. Out 
of His time of prayer came the calling of the 12 disciples, the men who would lead the early 
band of believers once Jesus leaves earth and returns to the Father in heaven. This was the 
most pivotal moment for the future of the church except for Jesus’ atonement itself, and it 
came about after a concerted, deep and long night in prayer to the Father. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

My heart is pierced. My prayer life pales when compared to Jesus. Honestly, I have no more 
to say right now. 

 
 

Saturday, July 17: Luke 6:17-26 NIV2011 
17 He went down with them and stood on a level place. A large crowd of his disciples was 

there and a great number of people from all over Judea, from Jerusalem, and from the coastal 
region around Tyre and Sidon, 18 who had come to hear him and to be healed of their diseases. 
Those troubled by impure spirits were cured, 19 and the people all tried to touch him, because 
power was coming from him and healing them all.  

20 Looking at his disciples, he said:  

“Blessed are you who are poor,  
for yours is the kingdom of God.  



21 Blessed are you who hunger now,  
for you will be satisfied.  

Blessed are you who weep now,  
for you will laugh.  

22 Blessed are you when people hate you,  
when they exclude you and insult you  
and reject your name as evil,  

because of the Son of Man.  

23 “Rejoice in that day and leap for joy, because great is your reward in heaven. For that is 
how their ancestors treated the prophets.  

24 “But woe to you who are rich,  
for you have already received your comfort.  

25 Woe to you who are well fed now,  
for you will go hungry.  

Woe to you who laugh now,  
for you will mourn and weep.  

26 Woe to you when everyone speaks well of you,  
for that is how their ancestors treated the false prophets. 

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

Having just designated His 12 apostles Jesus takes them with Him as He moves to a place 
where He can preach and heal. A large crowd formed from Judea and as far away as Jerusalem 
and the coastal regions of Tyre and Sidon. People came to listen to Jesus and to be healed by 
Him. People troubled by demonic spirits came to be healed as well. Desperate people tried to 
reach out and touch Jesus because power was healing all the people. (As I try to imagine this 
scene it sounds a bit chaotic and very stressful. Welcome to ministry, apostles!) 

Luke tells us that Jesus is looking at His disciples began to teach. What Luke records is four 
of the Beatitudes made famous in Matthew chapter 5. Luke grounds these Beatitudes in the 
present situation. Blessed are you who are poor, for yours is the Kingdom of heaven. (Matthew 
recorded blessed are the poor in spirit). Jesus continues blessed are you who are hunger now, 
for you will be satisfied (Matthew, those who hunger and thirst for righteousness...). Luke 
continues blessing those who weep now for you will laugh. (This beatitude is not recorded in 
Matthew.) Finally, Jesus talks about those who are blessed because they are hated, excluded 
and insulted because of the Son of Man.  

Those who are blessed are able to rejoice because great is the reward in heaven. 
Luke now quotes Jesus who turns his attention to those who have all the good things this 

world can offer. Jesus speaks to those people in woes...  
24 “But woe to you who are rich,  

for you have already received your comfort.  
25 Woe to you who are well fed now,  

for you will go hungry.  
Woe to you who laugh now,  

for you will mourn and weep.  



26 Woe to you when everyone speaks well of you,  
for that is how their ancestors treated the false prophets 
 

What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

Luke has been described as “the gospel of the underdog”. Throughout the gospel Luke lifts 
up those who are poor and hurting; women and children, those who society looks past and 
neglects. 

We can see God's heart for those who are disenfranchised and looked past in Jesus’ 
teaching in today's passage. Those who are blessed are the poor, those who hunger now in this 
world; those who weep now in this world and those who are hated insulted and excluded 
because of their faith in the son of God….these are the people who are blessed. These are the 
underdogs, at least according to societies built by human beings.  

To those who were on the top of society Jesus pronounces woes; woe to those who are 
rich, well fed, who laugh now, who is honored by everyone. In other words, woe to those who 
are on the top of the heap and have it good. 

Jesus’ teachings recorded by Luke are troubling, because according to the metrics of this 
world I should be receiving God’s woes rather than blessing.  

This is a tough message for 21st century believers in the western, affluent world. 
 

What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 
I am feeling a bit stung by Luke's recording of Jesus’ message. It's a reminder, a stark 

reminder, of the responsibilities I carry as a well-off Christ follower. 
 
 

Sunday, July 18, 2021 - Sunday Worship  
 
 

If any of my thoughts or the Bible readings spark questions send an email reply and I will do my 
best to answer all questions from people on the list… I will answer personal questions privately; 
general questions will be answered in a subsequent email installment.  
 
If you are reading along with me from the Living Hope website you can send questions or request 
being placed on the weekly email list by emailing Lisa at office@LivingHopeCT.org.   

 
 

Click here for an audio link to my sermons, https://livinghopect.org/resources/audio-sermons. 
Sermons are generally posted within 2 days. We also livestream our full services which are up on our 
YouTube channel, https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgKURRsbX92qqIFgDF1iRWA 

 

https://livinghopect.org/resources/audio-sermons
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgKURRsbX92qqIFgDF1iRWA

