
The Weekly Word 
June 28-July 4, 2021 

 
Hello Reading the Bible readers. We continue our adventure with Luke this week reading 

chapters 2 and 3. Happy reading… 
Grace and Peace, Bill  

 
To hear the Bible read click this link… http://www.biblegateway.com/resources/audio/. 

 
 

Monday, June 28: Luke 2:1-21  NIV2011 
1 In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken of the entire 

Roman world. 2 (This was the first census that took place while Quirinius was governor of Syria.) 
3 And everyone went to their own town to register.  

4 So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem the 
town of David, because he belonged to the house and line of David. 5 He went there to register 
with Mary, who was pledged to be married to him and was expecting a child. 6 While they were 
there, the time came for the baby to be born, 7 and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She 
wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a manger, because there was no guest room available 
for them.  

8 And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at 
night. 9 An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, 
and they were terrified. 10 But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news 
that will cause great joy for all the people. 11 Today in the town of David a Savior has been born 
to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord. 12 This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in 
cloths and lying in a manger.”  

13 Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God 
and saying,  

14 “Glory to God in the highest heaven,  
and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.”  

15 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, 
“Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about.”  

16 So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in the 
manger. 17 When they had seen him, they spread the word concerning what had been told them 
about this child, 18 and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds said to them. 19 But 
Mary treasured up all these things and pondered them in her heart. 20 The shepherds returned, 
glorifying and praising God for all the things they had heard and seen, which were just as they 
had been told.  

21 On the eighth day, when it was time to circumcise the child, he was named Jesus, the 
name the angel had given him before he was conceived.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 



There is a tinge of surprise reading this most famous Christmas account in the month of 
June. I hope that reading this story “out of season” might allow me to hear it with fresh ears. 

Luke begins by dating the occurrence of Jesus’ birth by naming the Caesar and a particular 
census that was ordered by Quirinius, governor of Syria. Luke, who is carefully investigating the 
facts of his gospel, works diligently to place the gospel in time, thus increasing its veracity. 

The mention of the census also allows Luke to explain why a family that was living in 
Nazareth would travel to Bethlehem, which will figure prominently in the story of Jesus. 

So, Luke tells us that Joseph and his pledge to be married partner Mary, who is already 
pregnant, travel to Bethlehem because Joseph's family lineages hails from Bethlehem. We have 
previously learned that Mary is pregnant by God, not through having sexual relationship with 
Joseph prior to being married. Although it must be admitted that to all the outsiders and people 
who see them, they appeared to be a couple who has engaged in premarital fornication.  

While in Bethlehem their child is born. And we have the classic Christmas story line, she 
wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a Manger, because there were no guest rooms 
available for them. 

The supernatural nature of this birth is now demonstrated through the angelic 
announcement to the shepherds. (Having personally traveled around Bethlehem there are 
wonderful fields in the hills around the city where shepherds continue to graze their sheep. The 
picture of shepherds grazing their flocks outside of the city is indelibly printed on my mind from 
my travels in Israel.) As the shepherds are out tending their flocks a spectacular heavenly 
display erupts in the sky. Luke tells us that this display is the Angel of the Lord with the glory of 
God shining around them appearing to the shepherds and speaking to them. “Do not be afraid I 
bring you good news that will cause great joy for all people. Today in the town of David a savior 
has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be assigned to you: you will find a 
baby wrapped in cloth and lying in a Manger” I have heard those words read every Christmas of 
my life. 

Don't be afraid... Seeing what the shepherds saw I can only imagine how fearful it must 
have been to see the heavens light up and a voice speak to you. So, God's first words are “not 
to fear”. This announcement is truly for all people. Shepherds themselves were outcast so they 
understood a glimmer of what “all people” might mean. We know God's intent meant “all 
people- all ethnic races, all people around this globe”. The birth that happened that day would 
benefit the entire world. The angelic voice goes on to describe how a Savior, the Messiah, the 
Lord had been born. The Messiah... God’s anointed. A Savior... One who will do for us what we 
could not do for ourselves. The Lord... God Himself coming to save us. What amazing words. 

If that's not enough, all of a sudden, a choir, a chorus of heavenly hosts appears around the 
angel of the Lord and breaks out in this chorus: “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on 
earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.” It is significant to note that peace on earth is for 
those people on whom God's favor rests. God determines who receives His favor. 

After the heavenly display ends, the shepherds look at each other and decide to race to 
Bethlehem to see if what the angel had announced was actually true. In Bethlehem they found 
Mary and Joseph and the baby lying in a manger just as the angel told them. In verse 17 these 
shepherds, these outcasts, become the first human heralds of the great news that God is doing 
something new. 



Luke concludes the amazing story of Jesus’ birth with a picture of the shepherds glorifying 
and praising God for what they had seen and heard. And Mary treasuring all these things and 
pondering her fam in the depths of her heart. 

Verse 21 fast forwards 8 days to the circumcision of Jesus. Luke adds the significant note 
that at his circumcision he was named Jesus, which is the name the angel gave to Him before 
He was conceived. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

What does this passage mean for all Christians?... This is the glorious story of the birth of 
our Savior. It is rich in detail. He is a Savior for all people. He is Messiah, Savior and Lord. Each 
of those titles is worthy of paragraphs of detail. Jesus is God sent (Messiah). Jesus is doing 
something for us as a people that we could not do for ourselves (Savior). Jesus is Lord, He is 
God dressed in human flesh. 

These are truths that are essential to the Christian faith. They are our very bedrock and 
foundation. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

I am basking in the gift of Jesus today. I am blessed that I am among the favored of God that 
I might understand at least in part the mystery of salvation through faith in Jesus Christ. I 
marvel at the great lengths God went to in order to declare the wonders of the birth of Jesus. 
And I am challenged by the shepherds whose first instinct was to share the great news of Jesus’ 
birth with others. May I revel in God's goodness and in God's trust that I, too, will share the 
great news of Jesus with others. 

 
 

Tuesday, June 29: Luke 2:22-40 NIV2011 
22 When the time came for the purification rites required by the Law of Moses, Joseph and 

Mary took him to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord 23 (as it is written in the Law of the Lord, 
“Every firstborn male is to be consecrated to the Lord”), 24 and to offer a sacrifice in keeping with 
what is said in the Law of the Lord: “a pair of doves or two young pigeons.” j  

25 Now there was a man in Jerusalem called Simeon, who was righteous and devout. He was 
waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was on him. 26 It had been revealed to 
him by the Holy Spirit that he would not die before he had seen the Lord’s Messiah. 27 Moved by 
the Spirit, he went into the temple courts. When the parents brought in the child Jesus to do for 
him what the custom of the Law required, 28 Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, 
saying:  

29 “Sovereign Lord, as you have promised,  
you may now dismiss your servant in peace.  

30 For my eyes have seen your salvation,  
31 which you have prepared in the sight of all nations:  
32 a light for revelation to the Gentiles,  

and the glory of your people Israel.”  



33 The child’s father and mother marveled at what was said about him. 34 Then Simeon 
blessed them and said to Mary, his mother: “This child is destined to cause the falling and rising 
of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be spoken against, 35 so that the thoughts of many 
hearts will be revealed. And a sword will pierce your own soul too.”  

36 There was also a prophet, Anna, the daughter of Penuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was 
very old; she had lived with her husband seven years after her marriage, 37 and then was a 
widow until she was eighty-four. u She never left the temple but worshiped night and day, 
fasting and praying. 38 Coming up to them at that very moment, she gave thanks to God and 
spoke about the child to all who were looking forward to the redemption of Jerusalem.  

39 When Joseph and Mary had done everything required by the Law of the Lord, they 
returned to Galilee to their own town of Nazareth. 40 And the child grew and became strong; he 
was filled with wisdom, and the grace of God was on him.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

The purification rites referred to in verse 22 refer to the wife’s purification after birth (Lev 
12:2–4, 6). Such a ceremony occurs forty days after the child’s arrival. At the same time the 
firstborn child is to be set aside to the Lord (Ex 13:2, 12, 16; 34:19; Num 18:15–16). This tells me 
that Mary and Joseph are faithful in the practice of their Jewish faith. The Lord knowing their 
faithfulness has some surprises and encouragement for them. 

They came to Bethlehem because of the census and after the birth they stayed in the area 
until they could fulfill the various requirements of circumcision and purification. 

The first surprise for them was Simeon, described as someone who was righteous and 
devout and waiting for the consolation of Israel. Luke, who weaves the Holy Spirit into his 
gospel text more often than any other gospel writer, notes that the Holy Spirit was upon 
Simeon. (we have already seen how Luke often ties the presence of the Holy Spirit upon a 
person and speaking some words inspired by God.) Next Luke dials up the important of Simeon 
by noting that the Holy Spirit had revealed to him that he would not die before he had seen the 
Lord's Messiah. For the third time the Spirit’s activity is noted causing Simeon to go to the 
temple courts just as Joseph and Mary are bringing in Jesus. 

Simeon, clearly prompted by the Holy Spirit, takes Jesus in his arms and speaks words over 
him: 

“Sovereign Lord, as you have promised,  
you may now dismiss your servant in peace.  

For my eyes have seen your salvation,  
 which you have prepared in the sight of all nations:  
a light for revelation to the Gentiles,  

and the glory of your people Israel.”  
Note the powerful themes in Simeon’s prophecy… Simeon has seen God’s salvation in the child 
Jesus, a light to the Gentiles and God’s people Israel. Simeon then blesses the overwhelmed 
couple giving a glimpse of Jesus’ ministry which divide Israel. As a result Mary’s heart will be 
pierced.  



If this wasn’t enough for the family, prophetess Anna came up to them and gave thanks to 
God and spoke about the child to all who were looking forward to the redemption of Jerusalem. 
What an incredible event this must have been in the life of Mary and Joseph. 

Luke closes this account noting that the couple now returns to their home in Nazareth and, 
then like with John, Luke tells us that the child grows, filled with wisdom and that the grace of 
God was on him. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

This is another in the string of affirmations of Jesus’ calling as the Lord’s Messiah (26). This 
passage also anticipates the redefinition of God’s Messiah as a revelation to the Gentiles and 
the glory of… Israel.  

Luke is making it clear for Theophilus that Jesus is God’s Messiah. 
 

What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 
I am touched by the multitude of times Luke weaves into the narrative that Jesus is God’s 

Messiah. Were I to doubt the Messiahship of Jesus (which I do not) this text would be another 
in a string of affirmations of who Jesus truly is.  

I am also amazed at the lengths God went to in order to prepare for the coming of Jesus. 
Simeon and Anna who have been waiting decades for God’s anointed are both sent to the 
Temple at the precise time of Jesus’ naming! God is on the move… what God determines to 
happen, He orchestrates events so that they happen. I serve an amazing God!!! 

 
 

Wednesday, June 30: Luke 2:41-52 NIV2011 
41 Every year Jesus’ parents went to Jerusalem for the Festival of the Passover. 42 When he 

was twelve years old, they went up to the festival, according to the custom. 43 After the festival 
was over, while his parents were returning home, the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem, but 
they were unaware of it. 44 Thinking he was in their company, they traveled on for a day. Then 
they began looking for him among their relatives and friends. 45 When they did not find him, 
they went back to Jerusalem to look for him. 46 After three days they found him in the temple 
courts, sitting among the teachers, listening to them and asking them questions. 47 Everyone 
who heard him was amazed at his understanding and his answers. 48 When his parents saw him, 
they were astonished. His mother said to him, “Son, why have you treated us like this? Your 
father and I have been anxiously searching for you.”  

49 “Why were you searching for me?” he asked. “Didn’t you know I had to be in my Father’s 
house?” d 50 But they did not understand what he was saying to them.  

51 Then he went down to Nazareth with them and was obedient to them. But his mother 
treasured all these things in her heart. 52 And Jesus grew in wisdom and stature, and in favor 
with God and man.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

I love how Luke selects these stories to include in his gospel. They provide us with great 
insights into the family who raised Jesus and Jesus Himself. 



Verse 41 begins with the words every year Jesus’ parents... This communicates volumes 
about the faithfulness of Mary and Joseph and the family they are raising. To make the trek 
every year was a significant feat. They certainly did this because of their love and obedience to 
the Lord God Almighty. Families who live that way certainly imprint that same love and 
obedience upon their children. So, Jesus is being raised in a family who puts their faith into 
practice. (This is an example for all of us who are parents about the kind of environment we 
need to cultivate in our homes.) 

This event takes place when Jesus is 12 years old (dating the event follows Luke’s careful 
presentation of the information and timeline for things that are happening in the gospel).  

Many modern people scratch their heads wondering how mom and dad could leave their 
child in Jerusalem and travel a full day without realizing he was missing. But this misses the 
realization that people were traveling in groups both for camaraderie and likely protection. And 
in a world where children are raised by a community of people, aunts, uncles, grandparents, 
neighbors, etc. it really isn't surprising that they didn't discover Jesus was not with them until 
they bedded down for the evening. As any good parents would do, they immediately turned 
around and went back to Jerusalem and it took another three days before they found him. This 
means Jesus has been on His own for about five days. Again, it is somewhat helpful to 
remember that a 12-year-old was likely far more self-sufficient back then than a 12-year-old 
would be today. Remember Mary could have been 14 or 16 when she was married. Even 
though boys tended to marry at a later age this gives us a glimpse of the maturity young teens 
would have had back in Jesus’ day. 

Whatever Jesus did those five days to provide for Himself, His parents finally find Him in the 
temple courts sitting among the teachers listening to them and asking questions. Jesus is one 
precocious young man. Luke's line in verse 48 when his parents saw him they were astonished, 
gives us a glimpse at the interaction happening between Jesus and the teachers. Although we 
can't say a great deal about what was happening, we do know from this comment that Jesus 
was showing deep understanding through His questions. Naturally the parents confront Jesus 
and try to explain how anxious they have been searching for Him. Jesus’ response feels a little 
strange. Why were you searching for me? Didn't you know I had to be in my father's house? I 
don't think any parents would have understood a response like this. But it certainly adds to 
Luke's story because it quietly affirms the truth that Jesus understood who His Father was and 
even by age 12, He understood that He had to be about His Father's business. 

Verse 51 is a little anticlimactic. Jesus obediently returns with His parents to Nazareth. I love 
the fact that Luke notes again that Mary treasured all these things in her heart. And then Luke 
reminds us the Jesus grew in wisdom and stature and in favor with God and humans. This is 
reiterating what he said after the Simeon and Anna stories. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

This passage provides us with an example of faith-filled parenting and that Jesus grew up 
with a human father at least until age 12.  But neither of these are the primary intent of Luke.  

Luke is providing us another glimpse into the maturing Jesus and how even at this early age 
Jesus had some level of understanding about His connection and relationship with God 
Almighty, whom He notes as His Father. 



We also learn how God's hand remained on Jesus from His birth through age 12. 
 

What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 
For me I love the very subtle interplay between Jesus the human and Jesus the God man.  
Jesus the human is a 12-year-old who doesn't think twice about staying behind in the big 

city of Jerusalem without telling his parents. It is not that He was defiant; He just didn't process 
the worry that a parent would have when they discover Jesus is not with their traveling 
caravan. On the other hand, we see a glimmer of Jesus the God man in the fact that this 12-
year-old from a small hamlet in Galilee is engaged with the teachers of the law at the Temple 
listening to them and asking questions. That the teachers of the law would engage this 12-year-
old indicates that His questions had substance. Jesus was beyond His years in wisdom and then 
in the next verse He refers to the Temple as my father's house. These two facets of the story 
offer a glimmer into Jesus who is both fully God and fully human. 

 
 

Thursday, July 1: Luke 3:1-6 NIV2011 
1 In the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar—when Pontius Pilate was governor of 

Judea, Herod tetrarch of Galilee, his brother Philip tetrarch of Iturea and Traconitis, and 
Lysanias tetrarch of Abilene—2 during the high-priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of 
God came to John son of Zechariah in the wilderness. 3 He went into all the country around the 
Jordan, preaching a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 4 As it is written in the 
book of the words of Isaiah the prophet:  

“A voice of one calling in the wilderness,  
‘Prepare the way for the Lord,  

make straight paths for him.  
5 Every valley shall be filled in,  

every mountain and hill made low.  
The crooked roads shall become straight,  

the rough ways smooth.  
6 And all people will see God’s salvation.’ ” 
 

What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 
With the flip of a chapter our story jumps about 18 years into the future. Luke documents 

the coming of John, son of Zechariah, onto the scene. Luke carefully establishes the date by 
naming those in power and by naming the high priests of the time. 

Regarding John and his message Luke begins, he went into all the country around the 
Jordan, preaching a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins.  

This is Luke's summary of John's message after which Luke establishes that John comes as 
the prophet foresaw by Isaiah, a voice of one calling in the wilderness... Luke then includes the 
Isaiah prophecy. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 



in this passage, Luke establishes through the use of the Old Testament that John was sent 
by God to prepare people for the way of the Lord. Once again, the ministry of Jesus, which will 
unfold shortly, is clearly determined to be the plan of God. For the church Jesus is never a great 
teacher per se; rather Jesus is the Lord sent at a specific time to bring God's salvation to all 
people. So even when we are reading about the ministry of John it needs to be understood as 
foundational understanding so that we can grasp the work God is doing in and through Jesus 
the Lord, the Messiah. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

As I sit with this passage I am reminded that when God works, His end goal is produced 
through a culmination of events that God has planned. Jesus is God’s salvation for all 
humankind, and God has been at work for centuries since the Garden of Eden through the 
patriarchs and now specifically through John, preparing the way so that Jesus’ ministry will 
accomplish everything in God's plan. 

As I look back over my own life and my coming to faith, I can now see how God was at work 
in so many ways preparing my heart to be wrenched open by the Spirit at God's appointed 
time. And as I look back over my life and ministry as a pastor, I see how God was preparing me 
for works ahead and how God was preparing the soil of churches I have had the joy of serving 
so that God's will was done. The Lord's plans are laid out and God works His plan of salvation, 
perfectly. 

 
 

Friday, July 2: Luke 3:7-20 NIV2011 

7 John said to the crowds coming out to be baptized by him, “You brood of vipers! Who 
warned you to flee from the coming wrath? 8 Produce fruit in keeping with repentance. And do 
not begin to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father.’ For I tell you that out of these 
stones God can raise up children for Abraham. 9 The ax is already at the root of the trees, and 
every tree that does not produce good fruit will be cut down and thrown into the fire.”  

10 “What should we do then?” the crowd asked.  
11 John answered, “Anyone who has two shirts should share with the one who has none, and 

anyone who has food should do the same.”  
12 Even tax collectors came to be baptized. “Teacher,” they asked, “what should we do?”  
13 “Don’t collect any more than you are required to,” he told them.  
14 Then some soldiers asked him, “And what should we do?”  
He replied, “Don’t extort money and don’t accuse people falsely—be content with your pay.”  
15 The people were waiting expectantly and were all wondering in their hearts if John might 

possibly be the Messiah. 16 John answered them all, “I baptize you with water. But one who is 
more powerful than I will come, the straps of whose sandals I am not worthy to untie. He will 
baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 17 His winnowing fork is in his hand to clear his 
threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his barn, but he will burn up the chaff with 
unquenchable fire.” 18 And with many other words John exhorted the people and proclaimed the 
good news to them.  



19 But when John rebuked Herod the tetrarch because of his marriage to Herodias, his 
brother’s wife, and all the other evil things he had done, 20 Herod added this to them all: He 
locked John up in prison.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

Luke provides us with a glimpse of John's preaching. John could be called a “fire and 
brimstone” preacher. His strong messages called people to repentance. John was not afraid to 
call out sin even in the highest places.  

John warned people not to fall back on their genealogical status as children of Abraham but 
rather he called them to live in ways that honors the Lord. In a chilling statement John warns 
the Jews coming out to him that the axe is already at the root of the tree and every tree that 
does not produce fruit will be cut down and thrown in the fire. And that God can raise up, out 
of these stones, children for Abraham. These were biting remarks to Jews and they are stern 
reminders that just having the correct blood in your veins is not a guarantee that you are part 
of God's new thing.  

When asked what to do, John told people to live faithfully and honorably. In essence he said 
live the golden rule, “love others, do what is right”. Tax collectors only collect the fair amount. 
Soldiers don’t extort people. 

There was a fervor in the land and people began wondering if John might be the Messiah. 
John immediately quelled those comments, saying he was not even worth to untie the sandals 
of the one who would come to baptize with the Holy Spirit… 

John had quite a following until he dared to rebuke Herod for his marriage to his brother’s 
wife! Speaking truth to power can be a dangerous occupation! John was jailed for these 
comments. (Note in the providence of God this was the opening for Jesus’ ministry to step into 
the limelight.) 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

This passage cements the importance of repentance in God’s agenda; first in John’s 
preaching and later in Jesus’. 

This passage also affirms the importance of living honorably as God would have a person 
live… don’t cheat people on their taxes, don’t use your military position to extort people, and so 
on.  

Finally, it shows us that speaking truth to power, even when it is in accord with God’s truth, 
is often fraught with danger for the one speaking. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

I am struck by the last statement I wrote. Am I willing to speak truth -God’s Truth -to 
power? Am I willing to go out on a limb for the word of God and the ministry of Jesus? Am I? 

 
 

Saturday, July 3: Luke 3:21-37 NIV2011 



21 When all the people were being baptized, Jesus was baptized too. And as he was praying, 
heaven was opened 22 and the Holy Spirit descended on him in bodily form like a dove. And a 
voice came from heaven: “You are my Son, whom I love; with you I am well pleased.”  

23 Now Jesus himself was about thirty years old when he began his ministry. He was the son, 
so it was thought, of Joseph,  

the son of Heli, 24 the son of Matthat,  
the son of Levi, the son of Melki,  
the son of Jannai, the son of Joseph,  

 25 the son of Mattathias, the son of Amos,  
the son of Nahum, the son of Esli,  
the son of Naggai, 26 the son of Maath,  
the son of Mattathias, the son of Semein,  
the son of Josek, the son of Joda,  

 27 the son of Joanan, the son of Rhesa,  
the son of Zerubbabel, the son of Shealtiel,  
the son of Neri, 28 the son of Melki,  
the son of Addi, the son of Cosam,  
the son of Elmadam, the son of Er,  

 29 the son of Joshua, the son of Eliezer,  
the son of Jorim, the son of Matthat,  
the son of Levi, 30 the son of Simeon,  
the son of Judah, the son of Joseph,  
the son of Jonam, the son of Eliakim,  

 31 the son of Melea, the son of Menna,  
the son of Mattatha, the son of Nathan,  
the son of David, 32 the son of Jesse,  
the son of Obed, the son of Boaz,  
the son of Salmon, the son of Nahshon,  

 33 the son of Amminadab, the son of Ram,  
the son of Hezron, the son of Perez,  
the son of Judah, 34 the son of Jacob,  
the son of Isaac, the son of Abraham,  
the son of Terah, the son of Nahor,  

 35 the son of Serug, the son of Reu,  
the son of Peleg, the son of Eber,  
the son of Shelah, 36 the son of Cainan,  
the son of Arphaxad, the son of Shem,  
the son of Noah, the son of Lamech,  

 37 the son of Methuselah, the son of Enoch,  
the son of Jared, the son of Mahalalel,  
the son of Kenan, 38 the son of Enosh,  
the son of Seth, the son of Adam,  
the son of God. 



 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

Luke now ties Jesus’ ministry to that of John the Baptist. Like many people Jesus went out to 
see John, and like the people Jesus, too, was baptized. However, when Jesus was baptized Luke 
tells us that the Holy Spirit came upon Him in bodily form like a dove. The descent of the Holy 
Spirit was accompanied by a voice from heaven: you are my son, whom I love; with you I am 
well pleased. From heaven God affirms the sonship of Jesus just as His ministry is about to 
launch. 

Continuing Luke's diligent reporting he tells us that Jesus was about 30 years old when He 
began His ministry. And then tracing His lineage through Joseph, Luke names Jesus’ lineage all 
the way back to the son of Adam, the son of God. 

So, both at his baptism and through his genealogy, Jesus was shown to be the son of God. 
 

What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

The Christian faith affirmation that Jesus is the son of God.  This is in prime view in today's 
reading. In two different ways Luke announces Jesus as the Son of God. First through the word 
spoken about Him at His baptism and secondly through His genealogy. It's interesting to note 
that Luke concludes Jesus’ genealogy declaring He is the Son of God.  

From the very beginning of his gospel, Luke has been developing the theme that Jesus is the 
son of God. In His miraculous conception…. With His birth accompanied by the angelic 
announcement and heavenly chorus and verbal declaration. Luke leaves no doubt who Jesus is. 
From the beginning of his gospel clear through to his conclusion Luke declares that Jesus is 
God’s Messiah, the Son of God. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

For me this passage simply reinforces the person of Jesus. He truly is the Lord God Almighty. 
Luke's intention of declaring Jesus as the son of God is clear. And my delight as a child of Jesus 
is to declare not only that He is the son of God but that I have placed my faith and trust in Him 
as God's son, Savior of the World, and Lord God Almighty. 
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If any of my thoughts or the Bible readings spark questions send an email reply and I will do my 
best to answer all questions from people on the list… I will answer personal questions privately; 
general questions will be answered in a subsequent email installment.  
 
If you are reading along with me from the Living Hope website you can send questions or request 
being placed on the weekly email list by emailing Lisa at office@LivingHopeCT.org.   

 
 



Click here for an audio link to my sermons, https://livinghopect.org/resources/audio-sermons. 
Sermons are generally posted within 2 days. We also livestream our full services which are up on our 
YouTube channel, https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgKURRsbX92qqIFgDF1iRWA 

 

https://livinghopect.org/resources/audio-sermons
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgKURRsbX92qqIFgDF1iRWA

