
The Weekly Word 
June 21-27, 2021 

 
Hello Reading the Bible readers. I thoroughly enjoyed reading some Psalms and we will 

return to them. However, starting this week we will read Luke and then Acts. Since Luke 1 is a long 
chapter I just read one chapter this week. Happy reading… 

Grace and Peace, Bill  

 
To hear the Bible read click this link… http://www.biblegateway.com/resources/audio/. 

 
 

Monday, June 21: Luke 1:1-27  NIV2011 
1 Many have undertaken to draw up an account of the things that have been fulfilled among 

us, 2 just as they were handed down to us by those who from the first were eyewitnesses and 
servants of the word. 3 With this in mind, since I myself have carefully investigated everything 
from the beginning, I too decided to write an orderly account for you, most excellent Theophilus, 
4 so that you may know the certainty of the things you have been taught.  

5 In the time of Herod king of Judea there was a priest named Zechariah, who belonged to 
the priestly division of Abijah; his wife Elizabeth was also a descendant of Aaron. 6 Both of them 
were righteous in the sight of God, observing all the Lord’s commands and decrees blamelessly. 
7 But they were childless because Elizabeth was not able to conceive, and they were both very 
old.  

8 Once when Zechariah’s division was on duty and he was serving as priest before God, 9 he 
was chosen by lot, according to the custom of the priesthood, to go into the temple of the Lord 
and burn incense. 10 And when the time for the burning of incense came, all the assembled 
worshipers were praying outside.  

11 Then an angel of the Lord appeared to him, standing at the right side of the altar of 
incense. 12 When Zechariah saw him, he was startled and was gripped with fear. 13 But the angel 
said to him: “Do not be afraid, Zechariah; your prayer has been heard. Your wife Elizabeth will 
bear you a son, and you are to call him John. 14 He will be a joy and delight to you, and many will 
rejoice because of his birth, 15 for he will be great in the sight of the Lord. He is never to take 
wine or other fermented drink, and he will be filled with the Holy Spirit even before he is born. 
16 He will bring back many of the people of Israel to the Lord their God. 17 And he will go on 
before the Lord, in the spirit and power of Elijah, to turn the hearts of the parents to their 
children and the disobedient to the wisdom of the righteous—to make ready a people prepared 
for the Lord.”  

18 Zechariah asked the angel, “How can I be sure of this? I am an old man and my wife is well 
along in years.”  

19 The angel said to him, “I am Gabriel. I stand in the presence of God, and I have been sent 
to speak to you and to tell you this good news. 20 And now you will be silent and not able to 
speak until the day this happens, because you did not believe my words, which will come true at 
their appointed time.”  



21 Meanwhile, the people were waiting for Zechariah and wondering why he stayed so long 
in the temple. 22 When he came out, he could not speak to them. They realized he had seen a 
vision in the temple, for he kept making signs to them but remained unable to speak.  

23 When his time of service was completed, he returned home. 24 After this his wife Elizabeth 
became pregnant and for five months remained in seclusion. 25 “The Lord has done this for me,” 
she said. “In these days he has shown his favor and taken away my disgrace among the people.”  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

It seems a bit daunting to read these 25 verses of Luke. Be that as it may I begin my slow 
and steady journey through Luke's gospel.  

I wish we knew who Theophilus was. Still, I am grateful that Luke chose to write to him 
creating his gospel which has a lasting legacy in the life of the church. Following his opening 
words to Theophilus, Luke establishes a timeline by noting Herod king of Judea. After Luke  
provides Zechariah’s and Elizabeth’s pedigree, Luke goes on to detail the conception of John the 
Baptist to Zechariah and Elizabeth, who were both well beyond childbearing age. 

The account of Elizabeth and Zechariah is a miraculous story which sets the stage for Jesus’ 
miraculous conception. Together these will reinforce the truth that God is doing something new 
in the baby Jesus to be born. 

The basic detail of Elizabeth's conception begins with an appearance by the Angel Gabriel to 
Zechariah while he is fulfilling his priestly duties of burning incense in the temple of the Lord. 
Gabriel appears to Zechariah and tells him that his prayers have been heard (by the Lord) and 
that his wife will become pregnant in her old age. Gabriel gives Zechariah the name for his son, 
John, and tells him that his son will be filled with the Holy Spirit even before he is born. Gabriel 
goes on to say that John will go before the Lord in the spirit of the prophet Elijah and that God 
will use John to bring people back to the Lord. 

Zachariah is understandably stunned by this news and questions Gabriel how he and 
Elizabeth, both old people, can give birth to a baby.  

At this point Gabriel rebukes Zechariah, telling him that he will not be able to speak until 
the event happens. An unusual amount of time for the lighting of incense has taken place 
because of this angelic appearance and people begin to stir outside of the temple. When 
Zechariah finally emerges, he is mute and cannot speak but attempts to communicate to them 
by making gestures and signs. People realize that Zechariah has seen a vision or something 
extraordinary has happened to him. 

When his time of service is over, he returns home and Elizabeth does in fact become 
pregnant. I love that Luke includes in verse 24 that for five months [she] remained in seclusion. 
Elizabeth, blessed by the pregnancy, praises God who has shown His favor taking away her 
disgrace of being childless. 

[In that day to be a barren woman was to be dis-favored or even cursed by God. So, the fact 
that Elizabeth became pregnant meant that that cruel label would be lifted from her and God's 
favor would rest on her. This story is reminiscent of Hannah's story in 1Samuel about the birth 
of Samuel the prophet.] 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 



One truth this passage reminds us about is that obedience in ministry does not mean 
earthly blessings. Years of faithful living by Zechariah and Elizabeth still brought them no 
children. In the culture of the day God's hand was against them because they did not have 
children. Still, they faithfully continued to serve and love the Lord. This is a reminder to all of us 
who love God to continue living and loving faithfully whether our lives appear to other people 
as if they are blessed of God. 

The passage also reminds us that God hears our prayers. This is not a guarantee that 
everything will work out wonderfully, but it is an affirmation that our prayers are heard by God.  

This miraculous story also reminds us that God has no limits when He chooses to do 
something. A miracle in our world is nothing extraordinary to God. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

God is reminding me to remain steadfast and faithful. In good times or in bad times, my 
duty is to remain faithful to my Lord and Savior- Jesus, the Father and the Holy Spirit. 

 
 

Tuesday, June 22: Luke 1:26-38 NIV2011 
26 In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a 

town in Galilee, 27 to a virgin pledged to be married to a man named Joseph, a descendant of 
David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 28 The angel went to her and said, “Greetings, you who are 
highly favored! The Lord is with you.”  

29 Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what kind of greeting this might be. 
30 But the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary; you have found favor with God. 31 You will 
conceive and give birth to a son, and you are to call him Jesus. 32 He will be great and will be 
called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give him the throne of his father David, 33 and 
he will reign over Jacob’s descendants forever; his kingdom will never end.”  

34 “How will this be,” Mary asked the angel, “since I am a virgin?”  
35 The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come on you, and the power of the Most High 

will overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will be called the Son of God. 36 Even Elizabeth 
your relative is going to have a child in her old age, and she who was said to be unable to 
conceive is in her sixth month. 37 For no word from God will ever fail.”  

38 “I am the Lord’s servant,” Mary answered. “May your word to me be fulfilled.” Then the 
angel left her.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

Luke gives us the only written account of the angelic visit to Mary, which details the account 
of her miraculous pregnancy with Jesus. 

Luke begins giving us the time frame, six months after Elizabeth becomes pregnant. Luke 
also gives us a slice of Mary's back story. She lives in Nazareth and is in the period of betrothal, 
so she is not yet married. She is a virgin. And she is Elizabeth's relative. 

Gabriel (verse 31) tells Mary that she will conceive and give birth to a son whom she is to 
call Jesus. In verse 34 Mary asks how this could happen since she is a virgin. The indication here 
is that she and her betrothed (not yet named) are still maintaining a chase relationship prior to 



the wedding. This brief vignette paints a picture of Mary and Joseph being honorable, faithful 
followers of the Lord. 

Gabriel also tells Mary that her son will be called Son of the Most High and He will be given 
the throne of David, king of Israel. Additionally, her son will reign over Jacob’s descendants (i.e. 
Israel) and that His Kingdom will never end. I am left wondering if Mary could have possibly 
comprehended all of this in those first moments as she is hearing the words of Gabriel. 

Answering Mary's question about how will this be, Gabriel outlines how God, the Holy 
Spirit, will over shadow her. Again, I wonder if she comprehended that? As a way of 
underscoring this is in fact a word from God, Gabriel tells Mary about Elizabeth, her old cousin 
who is now pregnant. In the previous account of Elizabeth's pregnancy we were told that she 
went into hiding for five months. But now it is her 6th month, so people are beginning to learn 
that she is in fact pregnant. Gabriel uses the miraculous pregnancy of Elizabeth as a precursor 
to Mary's pregnancy. Gabriel concludes his assignment with the words, for no word from God 
will ever fail. 

In verse 38 Luke records Mary's stunning response, I am the Lord's servant, may your word 
to me be fulfilled. The utter faith of that statement compounded by the fact she is a young 
woman is staggering. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

What does this passage mean for all Christians? It tells us that God's Word will never fail. If 
God can cause a young betrothed-woman to become pregnant without human intercourse, 
then God can do anything. Truly His Word will be fulfilled. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

I am left with the thought, “Oh, that I might have the other faith Mary displayed whenever 
God taps me to say or do something on His behalf”. Mary is an example of faith that I aspire to 
emulate. 

 
 

Wednesday, June 23: Luke 1:39-45 NIV2011 

39 At that time Mary got ready and hurried to a town in the hill country of Judea, 40 where 
she entered Zechariah’s home and greeted Elizabeth. 41 When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, 
the baby leaped in her womb, and Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit. 42 In a loud voice she 
exclaimed: “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the child you will bear! 43 But why am 
I so favored, that the mother of my Lord should come to me? 44 As soon as the sound of your 
greeting reached my ears, the baby in my womb leaped for joy. 45 Blessed is she who has 
believed that the Lord would fulfill his promises to her!”  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

Luke continues Mary's story. Having learned she will be impregnated by the power of God 
and that her child will be called the Son of God, Mary hurries off to her relative Elizabeth. 
(Remember Gabriel told Mary that Elizabeth in her old age was also pregnant.) It seems that 



Mary needed some time with Elizabeth who also was experiencing a miraculous conception by 
the grace of God. Luke tells us in verse 41 that as soon as the two women greet, the baby in 
Elizabeth's womb leaps. In Luke's narrative this seems to suggest the baby in Elizabeth's womb 
recognized the baby in Mary's womb. Luke so tells us that Elizabeth at that time was filled with 
the Holy Spirit and true to course Elizabeth, filled with the Holy Spirit, speaks. She blesses Mary, 
“blessed are you among women, and blessed is the child you will bear!” In verse 43 Elizabeth 
asks Mary why the visit? Since there is no answer by Mary recorded by Luke it seems that the 
content of her question might be Luke's focus. For Elizabeth asked why the mother of my Lord 
should come to me? Recognizing Mary’s baby as “my Lord” is a powerful statement about 
Jesus. 

Elizabeth then notes that the baby in her womb leapt as soon as she heard Mary's greeting. 
This underscores the observation from above that Elizabeth's baby, even in the womb, 
recognized Mary's baby who had only recently been conceived. The paragraph concludes with 
Elizabeth blessing Mary for the faith she has shown. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

The recognition by the baby in Elizabeth's womb of the child in Mary's womb and the 
naming of Mary's child as my Lord works in the narrative to expose the identity of Jesus, the 
baby in Mary's womb. Those two seemingly small details of the narrative continue to build the 
story of the birth of Jesus. God has been at work from before Jesus was conceived to bring 
about His plan, Jesus proclaiming and embodying the gospel of God. 

I also see in this account the wonder and dignity of a child still in utero. Elizabeth's child is 
about six months post conception. Whereas Mary's child appears to be possibly only a few days 
post conception. And yet both of these in utero children are referenced with the full dignity of a 
human being. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

The words of verse 45 blessed is she who has believed that the Lord would fulfill his promise 
to her speak to me about faith and challenge me and my faith. Mary believed that God would 
fulfill His promise to her. Mary believed God. Do I have such faith? Do I truly believe God's 
promises? 

 
 

Thursday, June 24: Luke 1:46-56NIV2011 
46 And Mary said:  

“My soul glorifies the Lord  
47 and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,  
48 for he has been mindful  

of the humble state of his servant.  
From now on all generations will call me blessed,  
49 for the Mighty One has done great things for me—  

holy is his name.  



50 His mercy extends to those who fear him,  
from generation to generation.  

51 He has performed mighty deeds with his arm;  
he has scattered those who are proud in their inmost thoughts.  

52 He has brought down rulers from their thrones  
but has lifted up the humble.  

53 He has filled the hungry with good things  
but has sent the rich away empty.  

54 He has helped his servant Israel,  
remembering to be merciful  

55 to Abraham and his descendants forever,  
just as he promised our ancestors.”  

56 Mary stayed with Elizabeth for about three months and then returned home.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

Known as the Magnificat, Mary breaks out in praise. It is as if Mary's heart exploded and her 
mouth expressed her delight in the Lord for His goodness in allowing her to become the mother 
of the Lord. Thinking back to the cultural situation where Mary could have been as young as 14 
or possibly 16, I am struck by the depth of the praise she utters. I either have to believe that her 
parents steeped her well in the prayers and psalms of the Old Testament or that God simply 
overpowered her to put words in her mouth that were beyond her comprehension. I choose 
the former. I delight in the prayer uttered by this young woman. 

Mary opens by clarifying and magnifying the Lord whom she refers to as God my savior. So 
even as this prayer begins to be spoken, her faith in God and her recognition of Lord as Savior is 
front and center. Mary then marvels at how God has been mindful of her, in the humble estate 
(this seems to be an acknowledgment of her young age and possibly also as a female, since 
women did not play a large role in the life of Israel at the time.) Mary also seems to understand 
the place she will play in history, noting that generations will call her blessed. 

At this point being steeped in the prayers of the people seems to take over as Mary begins 
to recount how God, called The Mighty One, extends His mercy to those who fear Him from 
generation to generation. She then recounts how God has extended His arm and performed 
mighty deeds. How God has tamped down the proud but lifted the humble. How God feeds the 
hungry with good things even as He sends away the rich empty handed. How God has helped 
Israel and remembered Israel. How God has been merciful to all the descendants of Abraham 
just as He promised. 

Luke now adds his narration that Mary stayed with Elizabeth for three months before she 
returned home. This seems to indicate that she stayed with Elizabeth until Elizabeth’s baby was 
either born or just about to be born. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

Like so many of the psalms, the Magnificat gives us yet another example of how to praise 
God. Praise begins in a soul that affirms his or her allegiance to the Lord God Almighty. Praise 



recognizes what God has done in our own life and also recognizes what God has done 
throughout history. And the things of God both lift the lowly and tamp down those who are 
proud. The psalm sings of the activity of God on behalf of His people. 

This psalm reminds us that God is worthy of praise. And when God does something 
wonderful or amazing praise is an appropriate response. 

If we accept that Mary is 14 to 16 years old, this passage also stands as a reminder to 
parents how faithful instruction in the Word of God can pay rich dividends in the lives of our 
growing children. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

Mary's prayer calls me to a deeper place with God. It calls me to be honest, invulnerable. It 
calls me to declare God's praises and to remember God's works. It calls me to trust in God with 
total abandoned. 

 
 

Friday, June 25: Luke 1:57-66 NIV2011 
57 When it was time for Elizabeth to have her baby, she gave birth to a son. 58 Her neighbors 

and relatives heard that the Lord had shown her great mercy, and they shared her joy.  
59 On the eighth day they came to circumcise the child, and they were going to name him 

after his father Zechariah, 60 but his mother spoke up and said, “No! He is to be called John.”  
61 They said to her, “There is no one among your relatives who has that name.”  
62 Then they made signs to his father, to find out what he would like to name the child. 63 He 

asked for a writing tablet, and to everyone’s astonishment he wrote, “His name is John.” 
64 Immediately his mouth was opened and his tongue set free, and he began to speak, praising 
God. 65 All the neighbors were filled with awe, and throughout the hill country of Judea people 
were talking about all these things. 66 Everyone who heard this wondered about it, asking, 
“What then is this child going to be?” For the Lord’s hand was with him.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

Luke now completes the birth narrative of John which began as the chapter opened. 
The time for Elizabeth to give birth has come. As anticipated, friends, neighbors and 

relatives are filled with joy. After eight days, in accordance with the Jewish faith, the family 
takes the boy to be circumcised. During the ceremony they name the child, and to everyone's 
surprise Elizabeth says his name is to be John (Elizabeth spoke because Zechariah was still mute 
following his angelic visitation in the temple). Astonished at the name choice everyone turns to 
Zechariah who confirms by writing that the child's name is John. At this point his tongue is set 
free and he begins to speak, praising God. (What Zechariah says is recorded in the next 
paragraph). 

Neighbors are filled with awe and wonderment and people throughout the area begin to 
talk about the things that are happening. People were wondering what will be the significance 
of this child because it was apparent that God's hand was upon him. 

Luke is building a sense of excitement and expectation among the people that God is at 
work and that God is doing something special and unique at this time.) 

 



What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

Examining this passage through the eyes of Zechariah we see confirmation that God honors 
what He says. God told Zechariah he would not be able to speak until these things came to 
pass. And now that the boy is born and circumcised, Zechariah fulfils what the Angel told him 
by naming the boy John. At this God honors His word and opens Zechariah lips. More than that, 
we learn that a man of faith praises his God. 

There is also a sense that God is on the move and people are beginning to stir. It will be 
another 30 years before the movement of God truly comes front and center as John, and then 
particularly Jesus, begins his preaching ministry. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

Like Zechariah and Elizabeth, God reminds me that faithful people act faithfully. They do 
what God tells them to do and as joy fills their life, they express it back to God in praise. Lord 
God, teach me to deepen my praise of you. 

 
 

Saturday, June 26: Luke 1:67-80 NIV2011 
67 His father Zechariah was filled with the Holy Spirit and prophesied:  

68 “Praise be to the Lord, the God of Israel,  
because he has come to his people and redeemed them.  

69 He has raised up a horn z of salvation for us  
in the house of his servant David  

70 (as he said through his holy prophets of long ago),  
71 salvation from our enemies  

and from the hand of all who hate us—  
72 to show mercy to our ancestors  

and to remember his holy covenant,  
73 the oath he swore to our father Abraham:  
74 to rescue us from the hand of our enemies,  

and to enable us to serve him without fear  
75 in holiness and righteousness before him all our days.  

76 And you, my child, will be called a prophet of the Most High;  
for you will go on before the Lord to prepare the way for him,  

77 to give his people the knowledge of salvation  
through the forgiveness of their sins,  

78 because of the tender mercy of our God,  
by which the rising sun will come to us from heaven  

79 to shine on those living in darkness  
and in the shadow of death,  

to guide our feet into the path of peace.”  
80 And the child grew and became strong in spirit; and he lived in the wilderness until he 

appeared publicly to Israel. 



 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

Luke now includes the song, the Psalm of Zechariah, father of John. These words were 
spoken after his tongue was loosed and he was able to speak again. 

It is interesting to note that from Luke's telling of this story, Zechariah first words were 
words of praise that led to words of blessing over his son John. 

Filled with the Holy Spirit Zechariah prophesizes... 
He opens with praise to God, the Lord, the God of Israel because He has come to redeem 

His people. He is sending salvation through the line and lineage of David as God promised long 
ago through the holy prophets. Their salvation is coming from their enemies. And the salvation 
will show mercy to the people of Israel as God remembers His covenant with them and He 
remembers the oath He swore to Abraham. The rescue from enemies is so that they can serve 
the Lord without fear in holiness and righteousness. In other words, they will be able to live the 
law that God has given to them. 

In verse 76, Zechariah turns his prophetic eye towards his son whom he names as a prophet 
of the Most High. (This is quite a prophetic declaration over John.) The prophecy builds as 
Zechariah declares the John will go before the Lord to prepare the way for Him and to give the 
people knowledge of salvation through the forgiveness of sins. (This is precisely what John will 
do when he emerges from the wilderness and begins preaching the way of repentance in 
preparation for Jesus.) Zechariah’s son will shine on those living in darkness and in the shadow 
of death. He will be a light directing them towards peace. (I think of the opening of John's 
gospel when he declares in verse 5, the light shines in the darkness and the darkness has not 
overcome it. And then in verse 7-8 speaking about John the Baptist, the gospel records, he came 
as a witness to testify concerning that light so that through him all might believe. He himself 
was not the light; he came only as a witness to the light.) 

Verse 80 is a simple historical note telling us that John grew to be strong in the Spirit and he 
lived in the wilderness until he appeared publicly. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

The first portion of John’s Spirit-inspired prophetic words is a Psalm of praise to the Lord 
because He is coming to save His people. Just as God declared in the Old Testament, so God 
was acting on behalf of His people Israel. John would light the way and go before the Lord. 

In the second half of these prophetic words, Zechariah is graced by God with a vision of the 
ministry of his son who will prepare the way of salvation and guide the people to the path of 
peace... And we know that Jesus is that path of peace to which John guides the people. 

I am struck as with Mary above, being filled with the Spirit leads to speaking words that 
praise God and direct people to the Lord God. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

The Spirit is reminding me that the Lord can use any of us. Zechariah was a simple man who 
is simply doing his duties when God tapped him on the shoulder. God is able to tap any of us 
who are His children. God will give us the grace and function to do whatever He is tapping us on 
the shoulder to do. God provides the strength and the words to fulfill His call to His people. 



Am I open to the Lord God's tap on the shoulder? Am I ready to follow the Lord, and to 
speak to the Lord and to others about the Lord?... Lord, I pray so. 

 
 

Sunday, June 27, 2021 - Sunday Worship  
 
 

If any of my thoughts or the Bible readings spark questions send an email reply and I will do my 
best to answer all questions from people on the list… I will answer personal questions privately; 
general questions will be answered in a subsequent email installment.  
 
If you are reading along with me from the Living Hope website you can send questions or request 
being placed on the weekly email list by emailing Lisa at office@LivingHopeCT.org.   

 
 

Click here for an audio link to my sermons, https://livinghopect.org/resources/audio-sermons. 
Sermons are generally posted within 2 days. We also livestream our full services which are up on our 
YouTube channel, https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgKURRsbX92qqIFgDF1iRWA 

 

https://livinghopect.org/resources/audio-sermons
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgKURRsbX92qqIFgDF1iRWA

