
The Weekly Word 
June 14-20, 2021 

 
Hello Reading the Bible readers. I am enjoying this more indepth journey through these 

books of the Bible. This week we read and ponder Psalms 8-10. Happy reading… 
Grace and Peace, Bill  

 
To hear the Bible read click this link… http://www.biblegateway.com/resources/audio/. 

 
 

Monday, June 14: Psalm 8:1-4  NIV2011 

For the director of music. According to gittith. A psalm of David.  

1 LORD, our Lord,  
how majestic is your name in all the earth!  

You have set your glory  
in the heavens.  

2 Through the praise of children and infants  
you have established a stronghold against your enemies,  
to silence the foe and the avenger.  

3 When I consider your heavens,  
the work of your fingers,  

the moon and the stars,  
which you have set in place,  

4 what is mankind that you are mindful of them,  
human beings that you care for them?  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

From the heading we know this is another Psalm penned by David for the director of music. 
No one knows for certain what a gittith is. 

This opens with towering praise to the Lord. In fact, David emphasizes that he is addressing 
the Lord by naming Him twice in the first three words, Lord, our Lord. Pausing for a few 
moments on those 3 words... David begins addressing the Lord and then immediately 
personalizes his statement. Lord, our Lord, as a psalm for the director of music it would be used 
in corporate gatherings hence the plural our Lord. I paused to hear the community begin this 
psalm where I hear a resounding Lord, our Lord. With God having been addressed, the psalm 
continues in masterful praise. David lauds the majesty of the Lord’s name (in ancient tradition 
knowing a person’s name was to know their character) and thus he lauds the Lord Himself. 

Considering the wonder of the heavens, the sun by day and the moon and stars at night 
David sees God’s glory is the majesty of heaven. 

I love the delight David shows in the praise of children and infants. I don’t quite understand 
how the praise of children and infants established a stronghold against your enemies… but I 



delight in the thought that David and the congregation are sensing and praising God for being a 
stronghold and silencing the foe… 

In verse 3 David returns to pondering the heavens (I wonder if this psalm was penned or at 
least conceived of at night). David sees in the mastery of the heavens the fingerprints of God. 
David understands that God placed the moon and stars in their location. In declaring this he 
understands God to be the Ultimate, the Creator, and the One who sustains the world in which 
we all live. 

Even as he considers the vastness of God, who sets the heavens in place, David is pushed to 
muse on humankind. David marvels that God, in His vastness, would be mindful of us, mere 
humans, specs on this globe beneath the vast heavens. Even more so, God is not only mindful 
of who we are additionally, God cares for human beings. Who can explain the wonder of God's 
care for us? 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

This portion of Psalm 8 invites us to delight in the vastness of God Almighty the maker of 
heaven and earth. It does so by painting pictures of the heavens, the moon and stars, in their 
vast array; marveling at the mastery of God who created all of that. 

From the vantage point of the Lord's incredible power and majesty, the psalm invites us to 
consider our incredible worth as human beings. Our worth is displayed in the fact that God is 
mindful of us and God cares for us! 

As humans we are invited to respond to the God who creates and cares by offering to Him 
praise, delight and honor. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

Can I, with the simplicity and utter trustworthiness of children, praise God, delight in God, 
and love the Lord my God? Can I?  This is the penetrating question I’m left with as I read these 
verses of Psalm 8.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

 
 

Tuesday, June 15: Psalm 8:5-8  NIV2011 

5 You have made them a little lower than the angels v  
and crowned them with glory and honor.  

6 You made them rulers over the works of your hands;  
you put everything under their feet:  

7 all flocks and herds,  
and the animals of the wild,  

8 the birds in the sky,  
and the fish in the sea,  
all that swim the paths of the seas.  

9 LORD, our Lord,  
how majestic is your name in all the earth!  

 



What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 
David continues to muse about humanity and our place in the world. Humanity holds a 

unique position in the cosmos lower than angelic beings but still the pinnacle of creation here 
on earth. Our earthly humanity has been crowned with glory and honor. Humanity has been 
made ruler over all God's creation. God has put everything under the feet of humanity... Flocks 
and herds (domestic animals), wild animals, birds in the sky, fish in the sea. By naming these 
particulars of creation David, in essence, says humanity sits atop creation and rules over all of 
creation. Humanity is in a unique position, God’s representatives here on planet earth. 

David concludes where he began, LORD, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth!  
 

What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

It is the majesty of God and the wonder of His plan that He would create humanity to sit 
atop created order on this orb we call earth. It seems that this text calls us to consider what it 
means to rule over all creation around us here on earth.  

The span of possibilities could be wide considering this topic. Is humanity allowed to be a 
despotic ruler who makes decisions purely for selfish gain and motivation? Or is humanity to be 
the kind of ruler who reigns to preserve and ensure the habitat of those who are under it care?  

To answer this question, one must move beyond this particular passage to the entire scope 
of creation… returning to the Eden stories of Genesis 1 and 2 before the fall. And while I am not 
going to answer this large question in today's devotional, I do recognize that humanity is put in 
the position of rulership over God's creation. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

I personally lean towards the style of rulership that cares for the earth as a fiduciary of 
responsible care for this globe as ambassadors of God here on earth. This passage is reminding 
me of my responsibility to live caring for this planet as God cares for His church. 

This psalm also reminds me that the Lord God Almighty is my Lord. As one of His subjects 
and together with His entire family, we cry out to the Lord, our Lord, and we glory in the 
majesty of the Lord God… Father, Jesus, Holy Spirit. 

 
 

Wednesday, June 16: Psalm 9:1-12 NIV2011 

For the director of music. To the tune of “The Death of the Son.” A psalm of David.  

1 I will give thanks to you, LORD, with all my heart;  
I will tell of all your wonderful deeds.  

2 I will be glad and rejoice in you;  
I will sing the praises of your name, O Most High.  

3 My enemies turn back;  
they stumble and perish before you.  

4 For you have upheld my right and my cause,  
sitting enthroned as the righteous judge.  



5 You have rebuked the nations and destroyed the wicked;  
you have blotted out their name for ever and ever.  

6 Endless ruin has overtaken my enemies,  
you have uprooted their cities;  
even the memory of them has perished.  

7 The LORD reigns forever;  
he has established his throne for judgment.  

8 He rules the world in righteousness  
and judges the peoples with equity.  

9 The LORD is a refuge for the oppressed,  
a stronghold in times of trouble.  

10 Those who know your name trust in you,  
for you, LORD, have never forsaken those who seek you.  

11 Sing the praises of the LORD, enthroned in Zion;  
proclaim among the nations what he has done.  

12 For he who avenges blood remembers;  
he does not ignore the cries of the afflicted.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

I find the title of this psalm intriguing, particularly the tune to which it would be sung, the 
death of a son. I would have thought a psalm with this title would be more dirge-like in feel, but 
this psalm comes across as having an upbeat praise vibe. 

David explodes into this song giving thanks to the Lord, with all my heart. This is a psalm of 
thanksgiving. This is a psalm acknowledging what God has done for David. David continues to 
strike the note of praise and thanksgiving, I will tell of all your wonderful deeds. I will be glad 
and rejoice in you; I will sing the praises of your name, O Most High. What a beginning... 

In verse 3 David begins to list in broad strokes what God has done for him. Enemies have 
turned back; they've stumbled and perished. God upheld David, supporting David from His 
judge’s seat. God has rebuked and destroyed wicked nations; God blotted them out forever, 
ruin has overtaken David's enemies. Their cities have fallen and memories of them have been 
blotted out. 

Verse 7 David lauds the reign of the Lord praising God's righteousness and how He judges 
peoples with equity. At this point David mentions God's heart for the oppressed; How God is a 
refuge for those oppressed and a stronghold for them in times of trouble. David's heart and trust 
for the Lord break in as David notes that those who trust in the Lord will never be forsaken. God 
will always be there for those who seek Him. 

In verse 11 the psalm invites the people to praise the Lord ... God will never ignore the cries 
of the afflicted. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 



This opening portion of Psalm 9 is a treasure for God's people. The Lord God will come to 
our aid when we cry out to Him. When we are afflicted God will rescue us. Our God truly reigns 
and He does so, bringing honor and favor upon his people. 

All believers need to be reassured that God is on our side. And that's precisely what this 
psalm seeks to do. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

The Lord God is with me... I am not forsaken or abandoned. I am not alone. God is on my 
side. Halleluiah. Amen. 

 
 

Thursday, June 17: Psalm 9:12-20 NIV2011 

13 LORD, see how my enemies persecute me!  
Have mercy and lift me up from the gates of death,  

14 that I may declare your praises  
in the gates of Daughter Zion,  
and there rejoice in your salvation.  

15 The nations have fallen into the pit they have dug;  
their feet are caught in the net they have hidden.  

16 The LORD is known by his acts of justice;  
the wicked are ensnared by the work of their hands. p  

17 The wicked go down to the realm of the dead,  
all the nations that forget God.  

18 But God will never forget the needy;  
the hope of the afflicted will never perish.  

19 Arise, LORD, do not let mortals triumph;  
let the nations be judged in your presence.  

20 Strike them with terror, LORD;  
let the nations know they are only mortal.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

Buoyed by his praise of God, David turns to his request. David prays for release from the 
gates of death and the enemies which seek to persecute him. David prays that he will be freed 
from the snares of his enemies so that he may declare the praises of the Lord and rejoice in 
God's salvation. 

In verse 15 David reaches into his memory banks to paint a picture of his fallen enemies... 
They have fallen into the pit they dug. Their feet get caught in the nets they laid out for David 
and his people. David visualizes God dealing with his enemies. David contrasts the Lord with his 
enemies. The Lord being just; the wicked being ensnared by the works of their own hands. The 
fate of the wicked is destruction and the realm of the dead. This realm of the dead is set aside 
for all nations that forget or ignore God. But (one of the great three-letter words in the whole 
of the Bible) God . 



David concludes his prayer, his psalm, with a call for God to act. Arise, LORD, do not let 
mortals triumph; let the nations be judged in your presence. Strike them with terror, LORD; let 
the nations know they are only mortal. Yes, David longs for vindication. Yes, David desires to be 
set free from the ensnares of his enemies.  

Additionally, David wants the world to know that we are mere mortals and his God is the 
Lord God almighty. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 
It is no wonder that David is known as a man after God’s own heart (1Samuel 13:14). David's 
belief and David's trust in the Lord fuels his prayer life and therefore fuels his psalm writing. In 
each psalm that I have read so far, one of David's deepest desires is for God to be known for 
who He truly is, the Lord God who reigns over heaven and earth. 

David also seems to understand that the Lord is his refuge and strength. That the Lord is his 
protector and his deliverance from evils and problems. 

David's life is exemplary for all God's people. No matter how high we might rise or how low 
we might fall, God is the Redeemer for all who love Him. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

The Lord is reminding me, “Bill; When you're feeling pressed on every side; when you're in a 
pickle turn to me,” says the Lord. The Lord is reminding me that He can be trusted and that He 
can deliver. I don't have to try to make things right on my own. I am not alone. The Lord God, 
seated in the throne of heaven, inclines His ear to me whenever I speak to Him. 

 
 

Friday, June 18: Psalm 10:1-11 NIV2011 

1 Why, LORD, do you stand far off?  
Why do you hide yourself in times of trouble?  

2 In his arrogance the wicked man hunts down the weak,  
who are caught in the schemes he devises.  

3 He boasts about the cravings of his heart;  
he blesses the greedy and reviles the LORD.  

4 In his pride the wicked man does not seek him;  
in all his thoughts there is no room for God.  

5 His ways are always prosperous;  
your laws are rejected by him;  
he sneers at all his enemies.  

6 He says to himself, “Nothing will ever shake me.”  
He swears, “No one will ever do me harm.”  

7 His mouth is full of lies and threats;  
trouble and evil are under his tongue.  

8 He lies in wait near the villages;  



from ambush he murders the innocent.  
His eyes watch in secret for his victims;  
9 like a lion in cover he lies in wait.  
He lies in wait to catch the helpless;  

he catches the helpless and drags them off in his net.  
10 His victims are crushed, they collapse;  

they fall under his strength.  
11 He says to himself, “God will never notice;  

he covers his face and never sees.”  
 

What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 
If Psalm 11 concluded in verse 11 then one might believe that the psalmist is lauding or 

advocating a life separated from the Lord. But the psalm does not end in verse 11. Still today's 
reading focuses on a description of the wicked. 

I think everyone has wondered at least once why wicked people sometimes seem to get 
away with their wickedness. I know I have wondered why people not connected to the Lord get 
to live charmed lives. Some are generally decent people, others not so much. The vast majority 
live and die, often at least from the outside, having lived comfortable, nice lives. 

Psalm 10 opens with a couplet of two questions; Why, LORD, do you stand far off? Why do 
you hide yourself in times of trouble? Who hasn't wondered similarly? 

Then beginning in verse 2 the psalmist captures a portrait of someone who is living a life 
that dishonors and disrespects the Lord. Filled with arrogance this person looks for people of 
whom they can take advantage. They boast about their desires and honor others who are 
greedy even as they revile and dishonor the Lord. With pride this person has no room for God 
in their lives and will not seek the Lord. Despite being at odds with God, verse 5 says His ways 
are always prosperous. He rejects God's law and belittles his enemies. He boasts to himself that 
he will never be shaken and believes no one will ever do him harm. 

Verse 7 he lies and threatens. He lies in wait to ambush the innocent. He looks for victims. 
Verse 9, like a lion in cover he lies in wait. He lies in wait to catch the helpless. When he catches 
people in his snare, he has no pity on them. He crushes them and they fold under his weight. He 
boasts and believes God will never take notice.... 

We really do not want to face the truth of this statement; ‘the wicked’ (a person who has 
not bowed a knee to the Lord) often times live a comfortable life this side of eternity.  

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

These verses force us to face the reality that many people who follow other gods, or no god, 
still live pretty good human lives. God's judgment does not always occur this side of eternity. If 
gaining only good things during one's life was the highest ideal, then following the Lord might 
not be the best option.  

This last statement was difficult to write, but honest. The Lord God does not promise His 
followers a comfortable life. God promises to be with us through all the ups and downs and 
God promises to bring us to Himself for an amazing eternity. In fact, Jesus is quite honest telling 



his followers that persecutions and hardships will likely occur. But then he calls us to stand firm 
in Him because His vindication will ultimately be sweet. 

While all of this is not covered in the opening verses of this psalm; this song reminds us that 
non-believers might very well enjoy comforts of life. But if I were them, I would not believe the 
lie that God will never notice how they live. He will, maybe in this life and certainly at the final 
judgment, not only notice but cast His judgment upon their life. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

God is reminding me that a truly God-blessed life cannot be judged by the amount of toys 
or the human success of a person's life. True blessedness is being connected to the Lord.  

 
 

Saturday, June 19: Psalm 10:12-18  NIV2011 

12 Arise, LORD! Lift up your hand, O God.  
Do not forget the helpless.  

13 Why does the wicked man revile God?  
Why does he say to himself,  
“He won’t call me to account”?  

14 But you, God, see the trouble of the afflicted;  
you consider their grief and take it in hand.  

The victims commit themselves to you;  
you are the helper of the fatherless.  

15 Break the arm of the wicked man;  
call the evildoer to account for his wickedness  
that would not otherwise be found out.  

16 The LORD is King for ever and ever;  
the nations will perish from his land.  

17 You, LORD, hear the desire of the afflicted;  
you encourage them, and you listen to their cry,  

18 defending the fatherless and the oppressed,  
so that mere earthly mortals  
will never again strike terror. 

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

It is as if the psalmist begins round two of his prayer. 
Verse 12 opens with a call to God to arise, to take action, and to not forget the helpless. The 

psalmist is desperate for God to act. Implicity he understands that the Lord must ultimately act 
for right judgment to occur… so he pleads with God. 

The psalmist seems to mock the wicked man for believing that God would never call him to 
account because in the next breath the prayer reaches up to the Lord to see the trouble that 
those who are afflicted are in. It begs God to consider their grief and to take hold of them, 
because those being victimized hold onto the Lord. They believe in the Lord. And You, Lord, are 
helper to the fatherless - those who have no one to defend themselves. The psalmist now 



begins to rage more at the wicked, asking God, pleading with God, to break the wicked person's 
arm, to hold them to account for what they have done. 

In verse 16 the Psalm returns to recognition and praise of God. The Lord is King forever and 
ever. The Lord will banish the (pagan) nations from His land. The Lord listens to those crying out 
and hears them. The Lord encourages them who defends them. The Lord defends the fatherless 
and the oppressed so that they need not live in fear from mere mortals. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

This psalm, like so many others, teaches us to pray, to pray with open vulnerable and 
trusting hearts to the Lord. For the Lord God is the defender of the fatherless. The Lord God is 
the defender of the afflicted. The Lord God is the defender of those who are in need, of those 
who love and adore him. 

The church in every age must learn and relearn the power of honest vulnerable prayer to 
the Lord their God. The Lord alone can make crooked paths straight, and can flatten hills and 
valleys, and can judge the wicked in righteousness. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

This psalm and the others that I have read recently call me to honest, heartfelt and humble 
prayer to the Lord. Whenever I have a need, whenever I am feeling pressured, the Lord God 
Almighty is my released valve. The Lord God Almighty is there for me. I can turn to Him at any 
time and He will listen and in His right timing, He will act. Thanks be to God. Amen.  

 
 

Sunday, June 20, 2021 - Sunday Worship  
 
 

If any of my thoughts or the Bible readings spark questions send an email reply and I will do my 
best to answer all questions from people on the list… I will answer personal questions privately; 
general questions will be answered in a subsequent email installment.  
 
If you are reading along with me from the Living Hope website you can send questions or request 
being placed on the weekly email list by emailing Lisa at office@LivingHopeCT.org.   

 
 

Click here for an audio link to my sermons, https://livinghopect.org/resources/audio-sermons. 
Sermons are generally posted within 2 days. We also livestream our full services which are up on our 
YouTube channel, https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgKURRsbX92qqIFgDF1iRWA 

 

https://livinghopect.org/resources/audio-sermons
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgKURRsbX92qqIFgDF1iRWA

