
The Weekly Word 
May 24-30, 2021 

 
Hello Reading the Bible readers. I am enjoying this more indepth journey through these 

books of the Bible. This week we read and ponder Galatians 6, then we will spend a few weeks in 
the Psalms. Happy reading… 

Grace and Peace, Bill  
 
To hear the Bible read click this link… http://www.biblegateway.com/resources/audio/. 

 
 

Monday, May 24: Galatians 6:1-6  NIV2011 
1 Brothers and sisters, if someone is caught in a sin, you who live by the Spirit should restore 

that person gently. But watch yourselves, or you also may be tempted. 2 Carry each other’s 
burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ. 3 If anyone thinks they are something 
when they are not, they deceive themselves. 4 Each one should test their own actions. Then they 
can take pride in themselves alone, without comparing themselves to someone else, 5 for each 
one should carry their own load. 6 Nevertheless, the one who receives instruction in the word 
should share all good things with their instructor.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

Paul is rounding out his letter to the Galatians. He concludes with a series of exhortations. 
This paragraph may be brief but each sentence tackles a new or related topic. Summarizing this 
paragraph requires a brief comment on each verse. 

Verse 1, we are our brother’s keeper. If we see a brother or sister in Christ veering off the 
path we should use any relational connection we have to speak with them and hopefully lead 
them back to the way of Jesus. Paul wisely reminds us that when we enter another's straying 
life we could be co-opted into their sin. Therefore, we must be very careful to watch ourselves 
and our lives even as we reach out to lead someone back to honorable living.  

Verse 2, the law of Christ, the law of love, calls us to carry one another's burdens. Burdens 
are the kinds of issues that a person cannot carry alone. We need help with our burdens. Thus 
God, through Paul's pen, invites us to help our sister or our brother carry their burdens.  

Verses 3-4, we should live a life of constant self-examination. Each of us has our own life 
and our own walk with the Lord. Comparison with other people can be a deathblow to faith. In 
my comparisons I either rank above, which leads to arrogance, or I rank myself below, which 
leads to inferiority and putting myself down. Neither of these calls me to my fullness in Christ.  

Verse 5 seems to relate back to verse 2. Burdens are something I cannot handle alone but a 
load is something I can handle alone.  I have a responsibility to carry the loads of my life, but 
when a load grows to be a burden then brothers and sisters come alongside to help me.  

Verse 6, we should bless and share good things with those who instruct us and lead us to 
maturity in Christ.  

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 



This paragraph is a reminder that there is an ethical dimension to our faith in Jesus. There 
are ways we are supposed to live. Faith in Jesus is never only about theological understandings 
or Biblical interpretations of various texts. Deep thinking about the Bible and our life in Jesus is 
meant to affect the way we live and the way we treat other people in life.  

Thus, it is important to address how we live as believers in Christ Jesus. Paul does just that 
in these verses.  

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

So, God is holding a mirror before me questioning and probing how I live in relationship to 
other people. When I see people struggling with the burden, am I willing to step in and help as I 
can? Am I willing to carry my own load in life? Am I examining my life to determine if I am 
remaining faithful to Jesus always? 

 
 

Tuesday, May 25: Galatians 6:7-10 NIV2011 
7 Do not be deceived: God cannot be mocked. A man reaps what he sows. 8 Whoever sows to 

please their flesh, from the flesh will reap destruction; whoever sows to please the Spirit, from 
the Spirit will reap eternal life. 9 Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time 
we will reap a harvest if we do not give up. 10 Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good 
to all people, especially to those who belong to the family of believers.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

Citing the maxim, you reap what you sow, Paul exhorts the Galatians, if you sow (i.e. live 
from) the flesh you will reap destruction from the flesh. But if you reap from the Spirit, the 
Spirit will grant you eternal life. So, Paul summarizes, “continue to do good” (this fits with Paul’s 
outline of the Fruit of the Spirit in chapter 5). 

Paul concluding word is one of his pithy statements that carries great practicality, as we 
have opportunity, let us do good to all people, especially to those who belong to the family of 
believers. This is powerful. We should do good to all people (again the fruit of the Spirit is how 
we are to live with everyone). Paul does chide that we should do good even more so for 
brothers and sisters in the faith. 

How challenging this must be in light of what is happening as fellow believers devour one 
another in the church at Galatia (see Gal 3: 15ff). 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

How we live matters… if we are truly listing to the Spirit, we will live changed and good 
lives. Lives that do good will reap eternal life -a gift of the Spirit to us. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

With COVID I see many fewer people each week than pre-pandemic. Be that as it may, God 
is calling me to examine my interactions with others. Am I displaying a life led by the Spirit? Do I 
do good for all I meet? This is the challenge of living for Jesus. 



Oh God, may I be a good representative of You and Your kingdom. Through Jesus I pray. 
Amen. 

 
 

Wednesday, May 26: Galatians 6:11-18 NIV2011 
11 See what large letters I use as I write to you with my own hand!  
12 Those who want to impress people by means of the flesh are trying to compel you to be 

circumcised. The only reason they do this is to avoid being persecuted for the cross of Christ. 
13 Not even those who are circumcised keep the law, yet they want you to be circumcised that 
they may boast about your circumcision in the flesh. 14 May I never boast except in the cross of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, through which the world has been crucified to me, and I to the world. 
15 Neither circumcision nor uncircumcision means anything; what counts is the new creation. 
16 Peace and mercy to all who follow this rule—to the Israel of God.  

17 From now on, let no one cause me trouble, for I bear on my body the marks of Jesus.  
18 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit, brothers and sisters. Amen. 
 

What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 
With these words Paul concludes his letter to the Galatians. In verse 11 Paul seems to begin 

his conclusion, but then takes one more stab at trying to convince the Galatians not to become 
circumcised. His reason is straightforward…the people who are pushing you towards 
circumcision don't want to be persecuted for the cross of Christ. What he seems to be saying is 
they don’t want to be persecuted for being Christians. By advocating circumcision, they can 
boast that they are following the law and therefore Jews will accept them. But Paul 
understands that being circumcised does more than allow one to be accepted by the Jews, it is 
accepting the whole of the Jewish law which undercuts the need for the cross of Christ. And this 
is a place Paul will not go. This, Paul has been arguing strenuously, is a place that the Galatians 
must not go. 

After this last final attempt to get the Galatians to face the truth that circumcision is an act 
done to the human flesh, which pledges to live according to the law. This in turn means that 
you are forsaking Christ who came to save us from the law. 

And so, Paul concludes the teachings of his letter to the Galatians. 
 

What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

This final statement by Paul sheds a slightly different light on the entire situation. The fact 
that people are pushing circumcision in order to avoid persecution raises some interesting 
questions for the preaching and teaching in the church. Living faithfully to Jesus, in certain 
places and at certain times, means that we as Christians will face persecution. And to attempt 
to gloss over our faith making it more palatable to those who want to persecute us in order to 
save our own skin, is something that the church must never do.  

This is fairly easy for me to write that because I live in a country where I am not persecuted 
for my faith. But should that ever change or should God call me to live somewhere where 
persecution for being a Christian is a possibility, I need to steal myself to be faithful to Jesus, no 



matter the cost. And this is what the church must preach. If our Savior can be put to death, why 
might not any of His followers? 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

God is asking me to examine my behaviors to see if the way I present myself to others and 
talk with others is done because I want to protect myself from any negative reaction that might 
be associated with the fact that I am a Christian. In my world true persecution will not happen 
to me, but some people might think less of me, some people might make fun of me and some 
people might belittle me. I must be careful not to alter my behavior in order to avoid being 
belittled or made fun of. Jesus demands full fidelity. 

 
 

Thursday, May 27: Psalm 1:1-3 NIV2011 
1 Blessed is the one  

who does not walk in step with the wicked  
or stand in the way that sinners take  

or sit in the company of mockers,  
2 but whose delight is in the law of the LORD,  

and who meditates on his law day and night.  
3 That person is like a tree planted by streams of water,  

which yields its fruit in season  
and whose leaf does not wither—  

whatever they do prospers.  
 

What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 
It is always interesting to meditate and ponder the Psalms. First, they are poetry… some are 

songs. As poetry the words, metaphors, and imagery are meant to be evocative more than they 
are meant to be actual or specific. Secondly, the Psalms are words typically spoken to God, they 
are prayers. It's important to hold that intention as one listens to the Psalms. Thus, in the 
Psalms we have a unique portion of scripture, God inspired prayers and songs spoken to God. 

Holding the tension of what I have just written we turn now to the opening 3 verses of 
Psalm 1.  

These verses paint a glorious portrait of the person committed to living with and for the 
Lord. This person is blessed. This person does not walk or consort with people who are wicked 
(those who are not committed to living with and for the Lord). The psalmist in poetic fashion 
multiplies his or her description of people who do not walk with and for the Lord. They are 
called wicked, sinners and mockers. The cascading nature of those three lines intensifies what 
we who are blessed, we who walk with and for the Lord are not to do. 

Then in verse 2 the psalmist begins to sing of what the bBessed One does. In a couplet the 
psalmist emphasizes that the blessed one delights in the law of God and meditates on God's 
law day and night. 

In Jewish poetry when a poet references two poles like day and night or beginning an end, it 
was a way of emphasizing not simply the beginning and the end but the entire stretch between 
the beginning and the end. So, when the psalmist says that they meditate on the law ‘day and 



night’, It's a poetic way to say that he or she meditates throughout the day on the law of God. 
In other words, this blessed person is one who is devoted to knowing and incorporating into his 
or her life the law, the words of Almighty God. 

In verse three now the psalmist paints a marvelous landscape of what it is like to be this 
person who is blessed. The psalmist pictures a tree planted near streams of water, which 
means it never lacks for water and nutrient. It never lacks for that which sustains life. The fact 
that it never lacks means it yields its fruit in season. It bears delicious fruit as it is designed to 
do. Because it has ample supply of water and nutrient its leaves don't wither up and dry. We've 
all seen pictures of droughts where the foliage and the leaves have prematurely withered. Not 
so the blessed of God, the one who delights and meditates on God's law, God's word. The 
psalmist concludes his description saying, whatever they do prospers. 

The psalmist leaves us with a picture of a tree flourishing, its leaves and foliage are thick, 
rich and plentiful and it bears a full and prosperous yield of fruit. Such is the blessed of God 
who does not consort with wicked people but instead delights in and meditates upon God's 
law. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

This portion of the Psalm is a treasure trove for the church, picturing divine blessing upon 
those who love the Lord, who are intent on living with and for the Lord. People who spurn evil 
and delight in God's Word and God's Law. The picture painted in these verses evokes peace and 
calm and flourishing. For the church it is a reminder that when we delight in God and take God's 
Word into our lives, when we shun evil and produce fruit for the goodness of the world, there is 
a prosperity that God grants to us. (This is not to say that the person who does these things 
becomes rich in the world treasure but rather they are rich in their connection with God and all 
the delights that come with a true and lasting and deep connection with God.) 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

The Lord's Word to me through the picture painted in these first verses of Psalm 1 is the 
blessing that flows from being committed to God's Word. I am touched by the word delight in 
verse 2. Because being committed to God's Word is not just dutifully studying God's Word, 
rather it’s the one who delights to be in God's Word who enjoys being in God's Word who is 
enriched by being in God's Word. 

Do I delight in God and His Word? Such is the probe of the spirit through these three verses. 
But at the same time the imagery of these verses invites me to delight in the Lord and His 
Word. Amen. 

 
 

Friday, May 28: Psalm 1:4-6 NIV2011 
4 Not so the wicked!  

They are like chaff  
that the wind blows away.  

5 Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgment,  
nor sinners in the assembly of the righteous.  



6 For the LORD watches over the way of the righteous,  
but the way of the wicked leads to destruction. 

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

Psalm 2 takes a decided turn in verse 4. Having painted a picture of those who delight in the 
Lord in verses 1 through 3, the psalmist now turns to those who do not. 

The psalmist opens with a dramatic shift, not so the wicked! From here the psalmist paints a 
picture of the wicked being like chaff. Chaff is what is left over when seeds have been crushed 
and the grain removed. Chaff is worthless. As the psalmist puts it, the wicked are like chaff that 
the wind blows away. 

At this point the psalmist applies this truth to the wicked stating that they will not stand in 
the judgment. As chaff is blown away by the wind so the wicked will be blown away by the 
judgment of God. In typical poetic fashion the psalmist states this truth in a couplet saying 
specifically sinners [will not stand] in the assembly of the righteous. Given that couplets typically 
refer to the same event using different language the assembly of righteous means “in the 
judgment”. It is not that the wicked won't mingle here on earth with the righteous but that 
when God comes to judge the wicked will be ‘weeded out’ from the righteous. 

In verse 6 the psalmist now sums up the totality of his psalm-prayer. For the LORD watches 
over the way of the righteous, but the way of the wicked leads to destruction. God will make a 
distinction between the wicked and those who delight in Him: the righteous (those who delight 
in Him) will have the Lord’s favor upon them. On the contrary, the way of the wicked will lead 
to (God’s) destruction or judgment. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

One of the truths that the church holds is that there will be a time of judgment before being 
ushered into eternity. Those who walk with the Lord will stand in the judgment. They will be 
ushered into God's presence for eternity. The wicked will not receive the same treatment. The 
road the wicked are walking upon will lead to their destruction. In the New Testament we 
understand their destruction to mean ‘eternal damnation to hell’. This is a stark truth. One that 
is uncomfortable to fathom, yet clearly portrayed in Scripture.  

This Psalm puts these truths into rhyme, creating memorable imagery for those of us who 
delight in the law of the Lord upon which to meditate. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

My first thought after pondering these three verses is how blessed I am that God unveiled 
my eyes to the truths about Jesus and opened my heart to faith and belief in Jesus. Because of 
what God has done in opening my eyes and my heart I will stand in the judgment. I delight in 
the words of the Lord. 

Still the Spirit examines me, asking me to truly consider whether I delight in the Word of the 
Lord or have I reduced my reading of Scripture to duty and requirement. I don't believe so. I 
hope not. But it is always valuable for me to ask these probing questions of myself, not so that I 
might somehow vindicate myself in my own eyes but so that I am honestly and lovingly walking 
with the Lord my God -Father, Jesus and Holy Spirit. 



Amen, Lord and amen. 
 
 

Saturday, May 29: Psalm 1:1-6  NIV2011 
1 Blessed is the one  

who does not walk in step with the wicked  
or stand in the way that sinners take  

or sit in the company of mockers,  
2 but whose delight is in the law of the LORD,  

and who meditates on his law day and night.  
3 That person is like a tree planted by streams of water,  

which yields its fruit in season  
and whose leaf does not wither—  

whatever they do prospers.  

4 Not so the wicked!  
They are like chaff  
that the wind blows away.  

5 Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgment,  
nor sinners in the assembly of the righteous.  

6 For the LORD watches over the way of the righteous,  
but the way of the wicked leads to destruction. 

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

I thought it might be worthwhile to look at the Psalm as a whole after having looked at its 
two sections separately. 

One thing that shines through the Psalm is the choice we get to make regarding whether we 
will follow God's law or not. Every human being has a choice. We can choose to follow God. The 
psalmist references this as ‘one who delights in the law of the Lord’. Or we can choose to reject 
the Lord, to not follow His will and way. Each choice comes with its own set of consequences. 
Those who delight in the Lord will prosper and will yield fruit in season. These people are 
referred to in the Psalm as ‘blessed’. 

The people who choose not to follow God are referred to as ‘the wicked.’ They will not 
stand in God's judgment. Like chaff when grain is threshed, the wicked will be blown away. 

The stark difference between these two groups is apparent and certainly intentional by the 
author of this. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

The word-pictures chosen by the psalmist are evocative. The ‘blessed’ are pictured as a tree 
which flourish is on the edge of the stream. Constantly nurtured and fed by the water of the 
stream this tree flourishes is. In the right season its fruit is full and appealing, it never worries 
about droughts because its roots are able to reach right into the stream, providing it a constant 
flow of nourishment and life. 



In stark contrast the wicked are called ‘chaff’. Chaff is the dry useless covering on top of 
grains. When the grain is threshed the chaff is separated from the grain itself; the chaff is a 
bunch of nothing. It is light and useless. Farmers in ancient times would toss the threshed grain 
in the air, the heavy grain would fall straight down and be collected by the farmer while the 
chaff being light would be carried away by the wind. Chaff is useless. 

Comparing these two sets of imagery, we see the blessed are fruitful and vibrant and alive, 
while the chaff is useless and dry. 

The preaching of the church must constantly remind people that we have a choice... we can 
choose to follow God and reap God's reward of righteousness or we can choose to disobey God 
and reap God's judgment. The choice is ours. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

The picture this psalm paints draws me, quite naturally, to choose being among the blessed. 
I long to have the kind of life that flourishes in all seasons, that produces fruit that makes a 
difference in our world. Fruit that feeds the hungry, shelters the scorched and brings life rather 
than death. The psalmist reminds me that to be among the blessed I should attend to God's 
Word but not merely out of duty. Rather I should cultivate a delight in my heart for God's Word 
and live into that delight every day and throughout each day. 

 
 

Sunday, May 30, 2021 - Sunday Worship  
 
 

If any of my thoughts or the Bible readings spark questions send an email reply and I will do my 
best to answer all questions from people on the list… I will answer personal questions privately; 
general questions will be answered in a subsequent email installment.  
 
If you are reading along with me from the Living Hope website you can send questions or request 
being placed on the weekly email list by emailing Lisa at office@LivingHopeCT.org.   

 
 

Click here for an audio link to my sermons, https://livinghopect.org/resources/audio-sermons. 
Sermons are generally posted within 2 days. We also livestream our full services which are up on our 
YouTube channel, https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgKURRsbX92qqIFgDF1iRWA 

 


