
The Weekly Word 
May 10-16, 2021 

 
Hello Reading the Bible readers. I am enjoying this more indepth journey through these 

books of the Bible. This week we read and ponder Galatians 2 & 3. Happy reading… 
Grace and Peace, Bill  

 
To hear the Bible read click this link… http://www.biblegateway.com/resources/audio/. 

 
 

Monday, May 10: Galatians 2:1-10 NIV2011 
1 Then after fourteen years, I went up again to Jerusalem, this time with Barnabas. I took 

Titus along also. 2 I went in response to a revelation and, meeting privately with those esteemed 
as leaders, I presented to them the gospel that I preach among the Gentiles. I wanted to be sure 
I was not running and had not been running my race in vain. 3 Yet not even Titus, who was with 
me, was compelled to be circumcised, even though he was a Greek. 4 This matter arose because 
some false believers had infiltrated our ranks to spy on the freedom we have in Christ Jesus and 
to make us slaves. 5 We did not give in to them for a moment, so that the truth of the gospel 
might be preserved for you.  

6 As for those who were held in high esteem—whatever they were makes no difference to 
me; God does not show favoritism—they added nothing to my message. 7 On the contrary, they 
recognized that I had been entrusted with the task of preaching the gospel to the 
uncircumcised, l just as Peter had been to the circumcised. 8 For God, who was at work in Peter 
as an apostle to the circumcised, was also at work in me as an apostle to the Gentiles. 9 James, 
Cephas q and John, those esteemed as pillars, gave me and Barnabas the right hand of 
fellowship when they recognized the grace given to me. They agreed that we should go to the 
Gentiles, and they to the circumcised. 10 All they asked was that we should continue to 
remember the poor, the very thing I had been eager to do all along.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

Paul continues his personal narrative explaining that the second time he went to Jerusalem 
was 14 years later when he traveled with Barnabas and Titus (see Acts 15). The gist of his 
second time in Jerusalem was to make sure, as Paul put it, he was not running and had not 
been running his race in vain. He notes in the middle of this paragraph that Titus was not 
compelled to be circumcised even though he was a Greek. This foreshadows one of the major 
issues Paul will raise in this letter. Paul goes on to explain that false believers had infiltrated  
their ranks. Paul continues that they did not give these false believers any credence.  

Beginning in verse 6 Paul's explains that the people he held in high regard in Jerusalem 
(likely the apostles) added nothing to his message. This suggests that Paul had been preaching a 
most appropriate gospel message. Even more so Paul explains that they affirmed his task of 
preaching to the uncircumcised (Greeks) just as Peter was an apostle to circumcised believers. 
This was an implicit understanding that God was at work within the Gentiles. He notes that 
James and John gave him and Barnabas the right hand of fellowship and that they agreed Paul 
should continue his ministry to the Gentiles and they would continue ministry to the Jews 



(uncircumcised). The one provision they put on Paul's preaching was that he should remember 
the poor, which Paul was eager to do.  

The repeated references to circumcised and uncircumcised gives us a glimpse into the issue 
that Paul will address throughout this letter. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

For the church, as a whole, this passage underscores again that each person has a unique 
calling from God like Peter and Paul who were sent to the circumcised and uncircumcised 
peoples of the world, respectively. Each of us is being sent to certain people with whom we 
have connection in order to advance the gospel of Jesus.  

A second weightier matter involves the fact that Greeks need not be circumcised in order to 
come to faith in Jesus. Again, this element of the faith will be hammered out throughout this 
letter.  

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

For me, the Holy Spirit is reminding me that faith is by grace in Jesus and that it is not a 
work of a human being. It is not a work that I can affect myself but that faith is received. As a 
friend of mine said to me today (paraphrasing Martin Luther), “We humans are like dry ground 
who simply rarely receive the rain sent to us by God”. So, we people of faith receive the grace 
that God rains upon us in His will.   

 
 

Tuesday, May 11: Galatians 2:11-21 NIV2011 
11 When Cephas came to Antioch, I opposed him to his face, because he stood condemned. 

12 For before certain men came from James, he used to eat with the Gentiles. But when they 
arrived, he began to draw back and separate himself from the Gentiles because he was afraid of 
those who belonged to the circumcision group. 13 The other Jews joined him in his hypocrisy, so 
that by their hypocrisy even Barnabas was led astray.  

14 When I saw that they were not acting in line with the truth of the gospel, I said to Cephas 
in front of them all, “You are a Jew, yet you live like a Gentile and not like a Jew. How is it, then, 
that you force Gentiles to follow Jewish customs?  

15 “We who are Jews by birth and not sinful Gentiles 16 know that a person is not justified by 
the works of the law, but by faith in Jesus Christ. So we, too, have put our faith in Christ Jesus 
that we may be justified by faith in Christ and not by the works of the law, because by the works 
of the law no one will be justified.  

17 “But if, in seeking to be justified in Christ, we Jews find ourselves also among the sinners, 
doesn’t that mean that Christ promotes sin? Absolutely not! 18 If I rebuild what I destroyed, then 
I really would be a lawbreaker.  

19 “For through the law I died to the law so that I might live for God. 20 I have been crucified 
with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I now live in the body, I live by 
faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me. 21 I do not set aside the grace of 
God, for if righteousness could be gained through the law, Christ died for nothing!”  

 



What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 
Now it seems we come to the primary underlying issue driving Paul's letter to the Galatians. 

Does a Gentile need to follow Jewish rules and regulations when they come to faith in Jesus 
Christ?  

Using a confrontation that he (Paul) had with Cephas (Peter), Paul paints the essence of the 
issue before the Galatians and before the church universal.  

Simply put there was a time in Antioch while Peter was visiting when some influential 
Jewish believers arrived. When the entourage from Jerusalem arrived, Peter began acting all 
‘Jewish’, refusing to eat with Gentiles and drawing back from them just as if he were living 
under the Jewish law of the time. Paul immediately understood the spiritual dynamics that 
were happening and confronted Peter to his face. (This is a perfect example of one believer 
speaking to another when they see a problem. There was no passive aggressive displays, no 
speaking to others about the person, instead and absolutely appropriately, Paul went directly to 
Peter and spoke to him about his actions. And Paul even went so far as to do it in public so that 
everyone would understand appropriately what was going on.)  

Paul's primary concern is that we -all believers whether Jew or Gentile- are saved by faith 
not by following the Jewish law. After leading with the personal story about how he confronted 
Peter Paul now turns to the theological/teaching elements of his point which is characterized 
forcefully in verses 15 and 16 and 19 through 21, which I printed here below.  

15 “We who are Jews by birth and not sinful Gentiles 16 know that a person is not justified by 
the works of the law, but by faith in Jesus Christ. So we, too, have put our faith in Christ Jesus 
that we may be justified by faith in Christ and not by the works of the law, because by the works 
of the law no one will be justified…. 

19 “For through the law I died to the law so that I might live for God. 20 I have been crucified 
with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I now live in the body, I live by 
faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me. 21 I do not set aside the grace of 
God, for if righteousness could be gained through the law, Christ died for nothing!”  

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

The heart of this passage for the Christian church is like above captured in verses 15, 16, 19 
through 21 which because of their importance I will print out again:  

15 “We who are Jews by birth and not sinful Gentiles 16 know that a person is not justified by 
the works of the law, but by faith in Jesus Christ. So we, too, have put our faith in Christ Jesus 
that we may be justified by faith in Christ and not by the works of the law, because by the works 
of the law no one will be justified…. 

19 “For through the law I died to the law so that I might live for God. 20 I have been crucified 
with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I now live in the body, I live by 
faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me. 21 I do not set aside the grace of 
God, for if righteousness could be gained through the law, Christ died for nothing!”  

No one can be saved by any works that they do! A Jewish person’s scrupulous following of 
the law will not save them. And if a Jew cannot be saved by their works, how could any Gentile 
ever hope works might save them? We are saved by faith in Jesus. We live by faith in Jesus. 
Anything less than the saving act of Jesus corrupts and destroys saving grace through Jesus. 



Paul concludes with these stirring words, for if righteousness could be gained through the law 
Christ died for nothing!  

Faith in Jesus, not any works of my own flesh, grant salvation.  
 

What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 
So, the Spirit taps on my heart reminding me of the perilful truth…I am saved by faith in 

Jesus and nothing else! 
Some days my reading of the Word clarifies and emphasizes the truths we hold as 

Christians. Today is one of those days. The essence of the faith is that I can do nothing to save 
myself, Jesus has done it all. And through faith in Jesus, I avail myself of everything needed for 
salvation. Praise be to God. Amen. 

 
 

Wednesday, May 6: Galatians 3:1-9 NIV2011 
1 You foolish Galatians! Who has bewitched you? Before your very eyes Jesus Christ was 

clearly portrayed as crucified. 2 I would like to learn just one thing from you: Did you receive the 
Spirit by the works of the law, or by believing what you heard? 3 Are you so foolish? After 
beginning by means of the Spirit, are you now trying to finish by means of the flesh? 4 Have you 
experienced so much in vain—if it really was in vain? 5 So again I ask, does God give you his 
Spirit and work miracles among you by the works of the law, or by your believing what you 
heard? 6 So also Abraham “believed God, and it was credited to him as righteousness.” e  

7 Understand, then, that those who have faith are children of Abraham. 8 Scripture foresaw 
that God would justify the Gentiles by faith, and announced the gospel in advance to Abraham: 
“All nations will be blessed through you.” h 9 So those who rely on faith are blessed along with 
Abraham, the man of faith.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

Paul begins unraveling the Galatians point of view. He begins with the challenge 
questioning…“who has led them astray”? Jesus Christ’s crucifixion is the center of the faith. Paul 
then asks a fascinating question. Did you receive the Spirit by the works of the law, or by 
believing what you heard? He follows up this question with an indicting statement, After 
beginning by means of the Spirit, are you now trying to finish by means of the flesh? Somehow 
the Galatians have slipped from walking in faith of Jesus and witnessing the power of the Holy 
Spirit among them to now embracing the Jewish law and believing that they will be saved by 
works. Paul nails his argument, does God give you his Spirit and work miracles among you by 
the works of the law, or by your believing what you heard? And he closes his opening salvo with 
an appeal to Abraham, who “believed God, and it was credited to him as righteousness.”  Faith, 
not works, is the center of the Christian faith.  

In his second paragraph, Paul looks back to the Abraham story and sees the promise that 
God would justify the Gentiles in the words all nations will be blessed through you (Abraham). 
He closes reminding the Galatians and us that those who rely on faith are blessed along with 
Abraham, the man of faith. 

 



What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

Twice Paul asks the Galatians if the law brought them the Holy Spirit.  
• Did you receive the Spirit by the works of the law, or by believing what you heard? 

• So again I ask, does God give you his Spirit and work miracles among you by the works of 
the law, or by your believing what you heard?  

I am fascinated by this question that Paul asks. As I listened to it, it is one of the strongest 
admonitions regarding the power, work, and miracles of the Holy Spirit in the life of the church. 
Paul looks to the manifestations of the spirit as proof that faith in Jesus, not the law, brings 
salvation.  

This is a challenge to our theology and our practice of the faith. Do we see the Holy Spirit 
alive and working through people who have put their faith and trust in Jesus? This is Paul's 
appeal, and it only makes sense if people saw the spirit alive in the body of Christ, saw God 
answering prayer, saw miracles happening and some manifestations of the spirit building up 
the common good.  

Oh God, would we see that today and understand it too empowers and anchors our faith in 
Jesus. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

God is forcing me in today's passage to wrestle with my understanding of the Holy Spirit. Is 
the Spirit just a theological understanding or do I see the Spirit empowering people in His 
church and making a difference in our lives for the sake of the gospel? Do I hear the voice of the 
Spirit and follow Him? Do I see miracles occurring through the power of the Spirit? According to 
Paul these are proof ‘that it is by faith we are saved not of works’.  

 
 

Thursday, May 7: Galatians 3:10-14 NIV2011 
10 For all who rely on the works of the law are under a curse, as it is written: “Cursed is 

everyone who does not continue to do everything written in the Book of the Law.” m 11 Clearly no 
one who relies on the law is justified before God, because “the righteous will live by faith.” o 
12 The law is not based on faith; on the contrary, it says, “The person who does these things will 
live by them.” p 13 Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for us, for it 
is written: “Cursed is everyone who is hung on a pole.” r 14 He redeemed us in order that the 
blessing given to Abraham might come to the Gentiles through Christ Jesus, so that by faith we 
might receive the promise of the Spirit.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

Paul now gets direct and explicit regarding faith versus living under the works of the law. 
Paul does not mince words, verse 10 opens with a body blow, For all who rely on the works of 
the law are under a curse. Paul follows with a thunderous shot to the jaw, Clearly no one who 
relies on the law is justified before God, because “the righteous will live by faith (11). With these 
two statements Paul ‘knocks out’ the idea that a person can be saved through works. 

Even though the idea of works as a means of salvation is defeated by what Paul has already 
said, he follows up with some additional teaching. Paul now speaks about the power of Christ, 



explaining that Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for us (13). 
Christ redemption of humanity was a fulfillment of the blessing God gave Abraham to bless all 
nations. Paul put it this way, Christ redeemed us in order that the blessing given to Abraham 
might come to the Gentiles through Christ Jesus. Paul concludes with a curious line that harkins 
back to yesterday's reading and the Holy Spirit being given through faith in Jesus. Paul reminds 
the Galatians that by faith we might receive the Holy Spirit.  

  
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

This passage is all about faith in Jesus being the doorway to Salvation. Paul is arguing 
strongly that we, as Christians, live by faith not by works. He's concerned that someone has 
twisted the teaching for the Galatians, and they are sliding into a ‘works righteousness’ which, 
in reality, is to give up the faith once delivered by the saints. It is to give up the sacrifice of 
Jesus, it is to give up the Holy Spirit because all of these come by faith not by works.  

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

God is simply reminding me that I live by faith and not by works. And if I am ever tempted 
to slide into ‘some kind of works righteousness’, I must cut that out at the root. I live by faith 
not by works. And a gift of God given to me by faith is the Holy Spirit. May I listen to and follow 
His leading, sharing with the world the power of the spirit to touch lives, to do miracles, to lead 
me as an ambassador of Jesus in this world.  

 
 

Friday, May 8: Galatians 3:15-22 NIV2011 
15 Brothers and sisters, let me take an example from everyday life. Just as no one can set 

aside or add to a human covenant that has been duly established, so it is in this case. 16 The 
promises were spoken to Abraham and to his seed. Scripture does not say “and to seeds,” 
meaning many people, but “and to your seed,” w meaning one person, who is Christ. 17 What I 
mean is this: The law, introduced 430 years later, does not set aside the covenant previously 
established by God and thus do away with the promise. 18 For if the inheritance depends on the 
law, then it no longer depends on the promise; but God in his grace gave it to Abraham through 
a promise.  

19 Why, then, was the law given at all? It was added because of transgressions until the Seed 
to whom the promise referred had come. The law was given through angels and entrusted to a 
mediator. 20 A mediator, however, implies more than one party; but God is one.  

21 Is the law, therefore, opposed to the promises of God? Absolutely not! For if a law had 
been given that could impart life, then righteousness would certainly have come by the law. 
22 But Scripture has locked up everything under the control of sin, so that what was promised, 
being given through faith in Jesus Christ, might be given to those who believe.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

Paul reaches back past the giving of the law to Abraham. The promise given to Abraham 
was not cancelled or overwritten by the law instead the law was given to steward God’s people 
until the seed -Jesus- team. If the law could have given life, then there would be no need for 



anything beyond the law. But the law could not bring life, so humanity waited until the promise 
given to Abraham's seed was fulfilled and now through faith in Christ Jesus the gifts of God are 
given to those who believe.  

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

Paul continues to build this argument; the law cannot impart life. Life comes through faith 
in Jesus which is given to those who believe.  This continues to be the message of God to the 
people of God and we must never corrupt this truth.  Life comes through faith in Jesus and faith 
in Jesus alone.  

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

The spirit is simply grounding me in the life-giving truth that Jesus alone saves; that nothing 
I can do could have saved me or would have saved me. Only faith in Jesus Christ saves. This is 
God's gift to those who believe.  

 
 

Saturday, May 9: Galatians 3:23-29  NIV2011 
23 Before the coming of this faith, we were held in custody under the law, locked up until the 

faith that was to come would be revealed. 24 So the law was our guardian until Christ came that 
we might be justified by faith. 25 Now that this faith has come, we are no longer under a 
guardian.  

26 So in Christ Jesus you are all children of God through faith, 27 for all of you who were 
baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. 28 There is neither Jew nor Gentile, 
neither slave nor free, nor is there male and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus. 29 If you 
belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to the promise. 

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

Paul gives a final word on the unique priority of faith… 
The law was merely a custodian until faith in Christ came.  The law was a Guardian until 

Christ came so that people might be justified by faith.  
In Christ, a person becomes a child of God. It is not about being circumcised, it is about 

being in Christ. Therefore, all of us who are baptized into Christ are clothed with Christ and are 
part of Christ’s people in this world. No longer should we see categories of people. It doesn't 
matter whether you were a Jew or a Gentile before you came to , it doesn't matter if you were 
a slave or a free person before you came to Christ, it doesn't matter if you are male or female. 
What matters is that once we are in Christ, we are all one in Christ Jesus.  

I love the way Paul concludes with verse 19, listen to the wonder of his words.  If you belong 
to Christ, then you are Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to the promise. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 



It doesn't matter what you were before Christ. It doesn't matter if you were Jew or Gentile, 
slave or free, male or female, once you are in Christ the playing field is level. This is a powerful 
teaching and one for the ages.  

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

God is reminding me that in Christ we are all one human division or nothing; We are one in 
Christ Jesus. Amen  

 
Sunday, May 10, 2021 - Sunday Worship  

 
 

If any of my thoughts or the Bible readings spark questions send an email reply and I will do my 
best to answer all questions from people on the list… I will answer personal questions privately; 
general questions will be answered in a subsequent email installment.  
 
If you are reading along with me from the Living Hope website you can send questions or request 
being placed on the weekly email list by emailing Lisa at office@LivingHopeCT.org.   

 
 

Click here for an audio link to my sermons, https://livinghopect.org/resources/audio-sermons. 
Sermons are generally posted within 2 days. We also livestream our full services which are up on our 
YouTube channel, https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgKURRsbX92qqIFgDF1iRWA 

 


