
The Weekly Word 
April 26- May 2, 2021 

 
Happy Spring, Reading the Bible readers. This week we read Philippians 2-3. Happy 

reading… 
Grace and Peace, Bill  

 
To hear the Bible read click this link… http://www.biblegateway.com/resources/audio/. 

 

 

Monday, April 26: Philippians 2:1-11 NIV2011 
1 Therefore if you have any encouragement from being united with Christ, if any comfort 

from his love, if any common sharing in the Spirit, if any tenderness and compassion, 2 then 
make my joy complete by being like-minded, having the same love, being one in spirit and of 
one mind. 3 Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit. Rather, in humility value others 
above yourselves, 4 not looking to your own interests but each of you to the interests of the 
others.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

If we are in Christ, if the Spirit is dwelling in us, if our hearts have been touched and 
softened by God, then love each other and live in a way that your tenderness blossoms toward 
one another. Replace natural human selfishness, ambition and vanity with humility putting 
others before yourself. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

Paul describes how we should live… how our lives should reflect the Lord and the way the 
Lord Jesus lived putting humanity first… subjugating His best for our best. Paul says it clearly in 
the last words of verse 3-4… value others above yourselves, not looking to your own interests 
but each of you to the interests of the others. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

It is far easier to write about this than to truly live this way. The Spirit is bidding me to 
honestly consider what this means… putting others before myself.  

It is a battle because my first inclinations are almost always self-directed. God is asking me 
to be others-directed… So very difficult… 

 
 

Tuesday, April 27: Philippians 2:5-11 NIV2011 
5 In your relationships with one another, have the same mindset as Christ Jesus:  

6 Who, being in very nature God,  
did not consider equality with God something to be used to his own advantage;  

7 rather, he made himself nothing  
by taking the very nature of a servant,  



being made in human likeness.  
8 And being found in appearance as a man,  

he humbled himself  
by becoming obedient to death—  

even death on a cross!  

9 Therefore God exalted him to the highest place  
and gave him the name that is above every name,  

10 that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow,  
in heaven and on earth and under the earth,  

11 and every tongue acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord,  
to the glory of God the Father.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

Verses 3-4 concludes the opening paragraph (read yesterday) about how we as believers 
are to live thinking about others not simply ourselves. Paul wrote, …in humility value others 
above yourselves, not looking to your own interests but each of you to the interests of the 
others. Now beginning with verse 5, Paul gives a sweeping illustration of Jesus who left His 
throne and life with the Father to enter humanity and live a life that leads all the way down to 
the cross. Paul’s challenge is that we follow Jesus’ example of self-giving in our relationships 
with others.  

This extraordinary section describes in lyric manner Jesus forsaking His own advantage, 
becoming human, even descending all the way to a servant. Jesus continues to humble Himself 
as a human until He is crucified. Although not stated in this passage, Paul’s theology certainly 
understands that Jesus was crucified for our sake and for our redemption. Thus, Jesus was 
serving us through His death on the cross. 

What I describe above is what we are to emulate… sacrificing self for the sake of others. 
In verse 9, God (the Father) acts ,exalting Jesus to the highest place, giving Him the name 

above every name! Total honor is bestowed upon Jesus so that all creation will bow their knees 
to Him and acknowledge Him Lord! All of this will give glory to the God the Father. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

As believers this illustration, particularly verses 5 through 8, calls us to a life of radical 
service to others. The example laid out for us by Jesus is to give and give and give until we have 
given our full life. In Jesus’ case this means literally giving His life on the cross to pay the penalty 
of our sins earned. For Christians this example of Jesus means we should be the Premier giving 
of ourselves people in this world.  

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

The first thing that hits me is how far short of Jesus’ ideal we as a Christians fall. We don't 
come close to exemplifying the sacrificial love Jesus showed. As quickly as I note this universal 
issue we Christians have, I am confronted with the reality of how far short I fall as a professed 
believer in Jesus. I don't come close to exemplifying the sacrificial love Jesus showed. 



 
My heart trembles as I sit here realizing how poorly I represent my Savior to the world.  
Lord God, come, forgive me. And, Lord God, help me to truly be more like Jesus in how I 

live, and in the dreams I have for my life and my future. Through Jesus I pray. Amen  
 
 

Wednesday, April 28: Philippians 2:12-18 NIV2011 
12 Therefore, my dear friends, as you have always obeyed—not only in my presence, but now 

much more in my absence—continue to work out your salvation with fear and trembling, 13 for it 
is God who works in you to will and to act in order to fulfill his good purpose.  

14 Do everything without grumbling or arguing, 15 so that you may become blameless and 
pure, “children of God without fault in a warped and crooked generation.” u Then you will shine 
among them like stars in the sky 16 as you hold firmly to the word of life. And then I will be able 
to boast on the day of Christ that I did not run or labor in vain. 17 But even if I am being poured 
out like a drink offering on the sacrifice and service coming from your faith, I am glad and 
rejoice with all of you. 18 So you too should be glad and rejoice with me.  
 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

Following Jesus Christ’s example of putting others first, Paul continues to call the church in 
Philippi to dig into their faith. Continue to work out your salvation with fear and trembling, 
writes Paul. Dig in, make your faith a priority, work at your faith; this seems to be Paul's 
message even as he notes that God will continue to fulfill His purpose through Paul.  

Paul then becomes quite practical, speaking to issues that apparently are known to live 
within the Philippian church, namely arguing and grumbling. God's call to us is to live blameless 
and pure lives as a contrast to the way people without Christ in general live in our society. 

When the Philippians do this, which is an assumption Paul seems to make, that will let Paul 
know that he did not run his race in vain. This seems to be a way of saying that the Philippians 
living faithfully to the Lord will validate Paul's ministry as one who taught and led that church in 
their devotion to Jesus Christ.  

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

The overarching take-a-way and teaching in this passage is that we have to put effort into 
our faith. We have to bear down and seek to grow in our faith. And this is not merely gaining 
information and learning more about the Bible, theology and Christian history per say. It is most 
importantly borne out in the way we live. We should live as people who are blameless and 
pure. To the Philippians that means they need to curb their propensity for grumbling and 
arguing. And that certainly could be a word to the present church but there may also be other 
areas of non-Christ-like living that we have to, by God's grace, learn to control for the sake of 
living lives that are faithful pure and blameless.  

Over and over the message of the gospel is that we are to live differently, not because some 
law says we should but because Jesus, living in us, calls us to live differently, to live representing 
Jesus and how we interact and what we do in our day-to-day lives.  

 



What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 
This passage is an invitation for me to consider the character, integrity, and manner in 

which I live. Do my conversations reflect the fact that I am redeemed by Jesus? Do my 
aspirations reflect that I am a child of God? Do my actions reveal that I am a servant of God?  

God is probing me concerning how I live, how I treat other people. And as I look within, I see 
vast arenas where growth and maturity are still required.  

 
 

Thursday, April 29: Philippians 2:19-30 NIV2011 
19 I hope in the Lord Jesus to send Timothy to you soon, that I also may be cheered when I 

receive news about you. 20 I have no one else like him, who will show genuine concern for your 
welfare. 21 For everyone looks out for their own interests, not those of Jesus Christ. 22 But you 
know that Timothy has proved himself, because as a son with his father he has served with me 
in the work of the gospel. 23 I hope, therefore, to send him as soon as I see how things go with 
me. 24 And I am confident in the Lord that I myself will come soon.  

25 But I think it is necessary to send back to you Epaphroditus, my brother, co-worker and 
fellow soldier, who is also your messenger, whom you sent to take care of my needs. 26 For he 
longs for all of you and is distressed because you heard he was ill. 27 Indeed he was ill, and 
almost died. But God had mercy on him, and not on him only but also on me, to spare me 
sorrow upon sorrow. 28 Therefore I am all the more eager to send him, so that when you see him 
again you may be glad and I may have less anxiety. 29 So then, welcome him in the Lord with 
great joy, and honor people like him, 30 because he almost died for the work of Christ. He risked 
his life to make up for the help you yourselves could not give me.  
 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

Paul provides an update on two coworkers. First, Timothy who he hopes to send to the 
Philippians as soon as he learns about his trial and its outcome. Timothy is a trusted coworker 
known to the Philippians.  

Next Paul tells them about Epaphroditus who brought help to Paul from the Philippians and 
has been with Paul ministering to him on behalf of the Philippians. Epaphroditus almost died in 
his service to Paul. How well he longs to return home and Paul also wants him to go, so that the 
concerns for him in the family at Philippi can be relieved when they see him. Paul bids the 
Philippians to receive and welcome Epaphroditus with joy and honor for the service -almost 
unto death -that he rendered.  

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

There is not a direct teaching element in this passage. However, through the example of 
these two brothers, Timothy and Epaphroditus, we learn some about service. Both serve out of 
a heart for Jesus and love for the saints. A high priority for both of them is their interest and 
concern for others. This is an example for believers throughout the centuries.  

Secondly, they put their entire selves into their service. Epaphroditus gave almost unto 
death! And Timothy is well known for self-less giving and concern for others. 



Dedication, effort, resolve, and selflessness all for the cause of Christ! These are some of the 
exemplary qualities that both of these men model for the Church of Jesus Christ.  
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

When it comes to the Spirit speaking to me through a passage, I often find myself being 
asked questions about my life and faith. Today the Spirit seems to be asking me about the 
depth and sincerity of my service to others.   

Will I serve tirelessly even unto death for the sake of Christ and His mission like 
Epaphroditus?  

Will I serve and continue serving garnering a reputation of reliable Christ-like service 
proving myself to be on the Lord’s team like Timothy?  

Another thought…am I willing to serve second fiddle, rendering my service to another, not 
needing to be top dog myself?  

Oh, Lord, may I answer YES, ABSOLUTELY to these and other questions as the Spirit probes 
my life. Amen and amen. 

 
 

Friday, April 30: Philippians 3:1-14 NIV2011 
1 Further, my brothers and sisters, rejoice in the Lord! It is no trouble for me to write the 

same things to you again, and it is a safeguard for you. 2 Watch out for those dogs, those 
evildoers, those mutilators of the flesh. 3 For it is we who are the circumcision, we who serve 
God by his Spirit, who boast in Christ Jesus, and who put no confidence in the flesh—4 though I 
myself have reasons for such confidence.  

If someone else thinks they have reasons to put confidence in the flesh, I have more: 
5 circumcised on the eighth day, of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of 
Hebrews; in regard to the law, a Pharisee; 6 as for zeal, persecuting the church; as for 
righteousness based on the law, faultless.  

7 But whatever were gains to me I now consider loss for the sake of Christ. 8 What is more, I 
consider everything a loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for 
whose sake I have lost all things. I consider them garbage, that I may gain Christ 9 and be found 
in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that which is 
through faith in Christ—the righteousness that comes from God on the basis of faith. 10 I want to 
know Christ—yes, to know the power of his resurrection and participation in his sufferings, 
becoming like him in his death, 11 and so, somehow, attaining to the resurrection from the dead.  

12 Not that I have already obtained all this, or have already arrived at my goal, but I press on 
to take hold of that for which Christ Jesus took hold of me. 13 Brothers and sisters, I do not 
consider myself yet to have taken hold of it. But one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and 
straining toward what is ahead, 14 I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has 
called me heavenward in Christ Jesus.  
 

What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

Paul calls believers to rejoice in the Lord. He will emphasize this again in chapter 4. Paul says 
rejoicing in the Lord is a safeguard for us. (This is a line worth pondering.) Then in seemingly the 
same breath he warns believers against people who say we should be circumcised (those 



mutilators of the flesh). They do not have the Spirit of God and they are putting confidence in 
the flesh -in human ability and works. 

Paul then riffs on how if anyone could put confidence in human achievement it would be 
him and he states his pedigree… 

He moves on to say that he considers all of his pedigree loss for the sake of Christ. Even 
more everything is loss because in knowing Christ Jesus his Lord he has found everything he 
needs and desires. Any attempt to merit his way to God is garbage. He (and we) have no 
righteousness in and of our own, everything spiritually we have is through faith in Jesus. 

Then Paul launches into his deepest desire… to know Christ, His power and participating in 
His sufferings! (This is powerful and convictin! Too often I only want to know Christ’s power not 
to experience His sufferings!) 

Paul finishes with a flourish, admitting he hasn’t attained everything but that he is 
continually pressing on to take hold of Christ. He then describes his approach to pressing on to 
take hold of Christ. His words say it best, Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is 
ahead, I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in 
Christ Jesus. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

There is so much here in these paragraphs… it begins with rejoicing in the Lord and staying 
away from those who say we need to follow the Jewish faith and be circumcised. Our rejoicing 
is in the Lord not in human actions. This preaches… 

Another moment is Paul’s willingness to admit that everything is garbage next to knowing 
Christ Jesus as Lord. This means knowing all of Christ, His power and sharing in His sufferings! 
What a challenge to the have-it-easy-in-Christ message often preached in our culture and 
world.  

Lastly, Paul offers his life as a model for deeply pressing into Jesus. Forgetting what is 
behind and straining toward what is ahead, 14 I press on toward the goal to win the prize for 
which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus. Our faith MUST be attended to, it takes 
effort to grow and mature in Christ. As we mature, like Paul, will realized it is all by faith and not 
by our ‘religious credentials.’ 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, 14 I press on toward the goal 
to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus. I cannot rest on 
yesterday’s growth or achievements in the faith. Like a sprinter I must keep my eyes on the 
finish line… keep straining forward… keep growing and pressing toward the goal… my life 
eternal with God -Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Until then, continuously press into the Lord and 
His love for me! 

 
 

Saturday, May 1: Philippians 3:15-21 NIV2011 



15 All of us, then, who are mature should take such a view of things. And if on some point you 
think differently, that too God will make clear to you. 16 Only let us live up to what we have 
already attained.  

17 Join together in following my example, brothers and sisters, and just as you have us as a 
model, keep your eyes on those who live as we do. 18 For, as I have often told you before and 
now tell you again even with tears, many live as enemies of the cross of Christ. 19 Their destiny is 
destruction, their god is their stomach, and their glory is in their shame. Their mind is set on 
earthly things. 20 But our citizenship is in heaven. And we eagerly await a Savior from there, the 
Lord Jesus Christ, 21 who, by the power that enables him to bring everything under his control, 
will transform our lowly bodies so that they will be like his glorious body. 
 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

The first paragraph is really the conclusion of the passage we read yesterday. Paul is calling 
all of us to pursue our Lord Jesus with everything we have. To forget what is behind and press 
towards the goal of knowing Christ as fully as we possibly can, both the power of His 
resurrection but also sharing in His sufferings. (Power and sharing sufferings are not common 
bedfellows in human culture, yet in Christ they can live in harmony together. I understand this 
conceptually; I do not know if I truly understand this viscerally.)  

Paul enjoins us to find our role models.  we can follow Paul but we also want to keep our 
eyes open for other sisters and brothers who can be examples for us. We also have to be 
careful in choosing our role models not choosing people who live lives antithetical to Jesus as 
our role models.  

Paul then reminds us that our true citizenship is not in Rome, the United States of America, 
or any earthly nation. Rather our citizenship is in heaven. And we sit in eager anticipation of the 
Lord Jesus’ return when He will transform this world bringing everything under his control. And 
when He returns our frail human bodies will be given their glorious eternal body. It is this for 
which we live.  

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

Paul's godly desire is that we live lives that reflect Jesus our Lord in our world. He calls us to 
be like Him with our eyes focused tightly on the finish line of faith and living accordingly. Paul 
bids us to be wise in our choice of role models. Choosing people like Paul and others who 
exemplify the faith best even as we are weary of choosing poor role models whose governing 
principles are to live according to the order and rules of this world. Paul reminds the church 
that our true citizenship is in heaven so we should live representing the kingdom of which we 
are apart, i.e. the kingdom and reign of God Almighty.  

This is the call of the church in every age and in every time to live according to God's 
principles, never the principles of our world especially those that war against God's principles.   

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

First, the Spirit is prompting me to consider who are my role models? Who are the people I 
am seeking to emulate as I live in this world, and hopefully as a make following Jesus the 
highest priority of my life?  



A second prompting of the Spirit causes me to examine if I am more a citizen of my country 
-the USA- then I am a citizen of God’s realm? I struggle sometimes trying to discern when I tip 
too far towards my earthly country. What does it truly mean to speak prophetically to my world 
as an ambassador of Jesus Christ?  

 
 

Sunday, May 2, 2021 - Sunday Worship  

 

 
If any of my thoughts or the Bible readings spark questions send an email reply and I will do my 
best to answer all questions from people on the list… I will answer personal questions privately; 
general questions will be answered in a subsequent email installment.  
 
If you are reading along with me from the Living Hope website you can send questions or request 
being placed on the weekly email list by emailing Lisa at office@LivingHopeCT.org.   

 
 

Click here for an audio link to my sermons, https://livinghopect.org/resources/audio-sermons. 
Sermons are generally posted within 2 days. We also livestream our full services which are up on our 
YouTube channel, https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgKURRsbX92qqIFgDF1iRWA 

 

https://livinghopect.org/resources/audio-sermons
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgKURRsbX92qqIFgDF1iRWA

