
The Weekly Word 
April 5-11, 2021 

 
Blessed reading… this week we continue in John’s gospel, chapters 17-18. It is interesting 

reading parts of the passion account this week after Easter… a great reminder of the cost Jesus paid! 
Happy reading… 

Grace and Peace, Bill  
 
To hear the Bible read click this link… http://www.biblegateway.com/resources/audio/. 

 
 

Monday, April 5: John 17:1-19 NIV2011 
1 After Jesus said this, he looked toward heaven and prayed:  
“Father, the hour has come. Glorify your Son, that your Son may glorify you. 2 For you granted 

him authority over all people that he might give eternal life to all those you have given him. 3 Now 
this is eternal life: that they know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent. 
4 I have brought you glory on earth by finishing the work you gave me to do. 5 And now, Father, 
glorify me in your presence with the glory I had with you before the world began.  

6 “I have revealed you to those whom you gave me out of the world. They were yours; you 
gave them to me and they have obeyed your word. 7 Now they know that everything you have 
given me comes from you. 8 For I gave them the words you gave me and they accepted them. They 
knew with certainty that I came from you, and they believed that you sent me. 9 I pray for them. I 
am not praying for the world, but for those you have given me, for they are yours. 10 All I have is 
yours, and all you have is mine. And glory has come to me through them. 11 I will remain in the 
world no longer, but they are still in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, protect them 
by the power of your name, the name you gave me, so that they may be one as we are one. 
12 While I was with them, I protected them and kept them safe by that name you gave me. None 
has been lost except the one doomed to destruction so that Scripture would be fulfilled.  

13 “I am coming to you now, but I say these things while I am still in the world, so that they 
may have the full measure of my joy within them. 14 I have given them your word and the world 
has hated them, for they are not of the world any more than I am of the world. 15 My prayer is not 
that you take them out of the world but that you protect them from the evil one. 16 They are not 
of the world, even as I am not of it. 17 Sanctify them by the truth; your word is truth. 18 As you sent 
me into the world, I have sent them into the world. 19 For them I sanctify myself, that they too 
may be truly sanctified.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

John chapter 17 includes what's often called “Jesus’ high priestly prayer”. It is the prayer 
Jesus prayed for His followers then and for those who would follow Him throughout the 
millenia.  

Jesus opens His prayer praying that the Father would glorify the Son. He continues praying 
that His desire is to be glorified so that He could glorify the Father. This is the circular 
understanding that when Jesus is glorified the Father is glorified and vice versa. The prayer 
notes that Jesus has been given authority over all people so that He might give to eternal life 



every person the father has given to Him. Jesus then gives a brief description of eternal life, this 
is eternal life: that they know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent.  

Jesus concludes this opening element of His prayer noting that by finishing the task the 
Father has given Him, He is bringing glory to the Father and now He prays that the Father would 
give Him (back) the glory that e had before the world began. 

Jesus continues, praying in verse 6 that He revealed the Father to those the Father had 
given Him and that they obey His word. He reiterates again how they accepted His Word and 
live obediently (this portion of the prayer is a challenge for Christ followers to remain faithful 
and obedient to God's Word and the example of Jesus). Jesus then asks the Father to protect 
his people since Jesus will be leaving them soon. Jesus notes that while He was here on earth 
He was their protection but that as He leaves they will need the protection of the Father. Jesus 
prays, apparently out of thankfulness, that He has kept (protected) everyone the Father gave to 
Him except the one that was doomed from the beginning. [I have so much tumbling around my 
thoughts considering Judas as the one who was doomed from the beginning.]  

Jesus rounds out this portion of the prayer noting that he is coming now to the Father and 
that He is praying this way while He was still in the world so that His followers have all the joy 
of the Lord within them. Jesus has given believers of himself, unfortunately the world has hated 
them because of that. [This theme is repeated from the previous chapter.] Jesus notes that His 
followers are not of the world any more than Jesus Himself is of this world and then He prays 
an astounding prayer, My prayer is not that you take them out of the world but that you protect 
them from the evil one.  

Jesus rounds out this portion of His prayer asking for God to sanctify His believers with 
truth. Additionally, He prays for them as people being sent people into the world.  

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

A few takeaways for me. One, we have been prayed for. Jesus took the time and the energy 
to bend a knee and to intercede for His church. Oh, the comfort that brings me. 

Two, we are protected. Jesus protected us while He was alive and He asked the Father to 
protect us now that He is back with the Father. Since Jesus prays in accord with the Father's 
will, we know the Father is protecting us. I take the word protection to mean spiritual 
protection. In other words, we will receive eternal life when this life is over. I don't believe 
Jesus' prayer means that our life will always be perfect and smooth and wonderful every 
moment of every day. However, he will guard the kernel of faith that is within us and it will 
flourish. We will be granted entrance into God's eternal Kingdom when we die and leave this 
physical life. This brings me such comfort knowing that my future is secure. In Jesus and the 
Father (and I might add the Holy Spirit as well) we are protected.  

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

I am basking in the love and the protection of the Father and the Son. Knowing that my 
eternity is in their hands gives me peace. It gives me security. It allows me to rest in Jesus. This 
does not mean that I can stop laboring in my faith and for my faith, but ultimately no matter 
what comes God has my back and He will see me through to heaven where I (we -all believers) 
will spend eternity with the Lord forever.  



 
Tuesday, April 6: John 17: 20-26 NIV2011 

20 “My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for those who will believe in me through their 
message, 21 that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you. May they 
also be in us so that the world may believe that you have sent me. 22 I have given them the glory 
that you gave me, that they may be one as we are one—23 I in them and you in me—so that they 
may be brought to complete unity. Then the world will know that you sent me and have loved 
them even as you have loved me.  

24 “Father, I want those you have given me to be with me where I am, and to see my glory, the 
glory you have given me because you loved me before the creation of the world.  

25 “Righteous Father, though the world does not know you, I know you, and they know that 
you have sent me. 26 I have made you known to them, and will continue to make you known in 
order that the love you have for me may be in them and that I myself may be in them.”  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

Jesus’ prayer continues and in this final section of the prayer Jesus prays for us . Jesus prays 
for those who will believe in Him through the ministry of saints who have gone before us 
stretching all the way back to those original disciples. [I am blessed again to realize that Jesus 
prayed for us, for me.] 

Jesus’ prayer for us is that we might be one, that we, His followers might display the unity 
that Jesus and the Father had. In Jesus everything is connected. Jesus is in us and the Father is 
in Jesus so that there is complete unity for all that is God's. Jesus’ prayer continues. He wants us 
to be with Him to gaze upon His glory, the glory the Father gave Jesus before the creation of the 
world. 

Jesus closes His prayer by telling the Father that He knows the Father and that He is made 
the Father known to His followers and that we know the Father send Jesus. Jesus prays that He 
has made known the Father to us so that the Father's love may be in us and that He Himself, 
Jesus, will be in us.  

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

This passage makes it clear unity should be one of the goals of God's church. Knowing that 
Jesus prayed for unity of His people, should cause us in the church to strive to be unified in 
Jesus. Believers of every stripe and denomination are truly one in Christ.  

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

Hearing this prayer saddens me because we, God’s church, are pretty far from the mark of 
being unified. I'm wondering what I could be doing to increase the unity of believers.  

I can guard my tongue when speaking about professing Christians of other stripes. While I 
might not agree with them on all points, I need to be very careful not to ‘dis’ other believers in 
Christ Jesus. And where there are gospel-important differences I need to address those 
believing what is untrue, while still holding them as brothers and sisters in need of correction.  

 
 



Wednesday, April 7: John 18:1-14 NIV2011 
1 When he had finished praying, Jesus left with his disciples and crossed the Kidron Valley. On 

the other side there was a garden, and he and his disciples went into it.  
2 Now Judas, who betrayed him, knew the place, because Jesus had often met there with his 

disciples. 3 So Judas came to the garden, guiding a detachment of soldiers and some officials from 
the chief priests and the Pharisees. They were carrying torches, lanterns and weapons.  

4 Jesus, knowing all that was going to happen to him, went out and asked them, “Who is it 
you want?”  

5 “Jesus of Nazareth,” they replied.  
“I am he,” Jesus said. (And Judas the traitor was standing there with them.) 6 When Jesus said, 

“I am he,” they drew back and fell to the ground.  
7 Again he asked them, “Who is it you want?”  
“Jesus of Nazareth,” they said.  
8 Jesus answered, “I told you that I am he. If you are looking for me, then let these men go.” 

9 This happened so that the words he had spoken would be fulfilled: “I have not lost one of those 
you gave me.” s  

10 Then Simon Peter, who had a sword, drew it and struck the high priest’s servant, cutting off 
his right ear. (The servant’s name was Malchus.)  

11 Jesus commanded Peter, “Put your sword away! Shall I not drink the cup the Father has 
given me?”  

12 Then the detachment of soldiers with its commander and the Jewish officials arrested Jesus. 
They bound him 13 and brought him first to Annas, who was the father-in-law of Caiaphas, the 
high priest that year. 14 Caiaphas was the one who had advised the Jewish leaders that it would 
be good if one man died for the people.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

John's account of Jesus in His final hours now connects with the synoptic gospel accounts as 
he tells of Jesus arrest. John does not include any of Jesus’ prayer in the garden of Gethsemane, 
instead John goes directly to Jesus' arrest. 

Jesus and the disciples travel to the garden of Gethsemane (not named in John's account) 
Judas, knowing the place because Jesus often met His disciples there, leads the detachment of 
soldiers and officials from the chief priests and the Pharisees to meet and arrest Jesus. When 
Jesus sees the crowd coming, knowing what would happen to Him that night, asked who is it 
you want. The crowd replies, ‘Jesus of Nazareth. ‘I am He’, replies Jesus. At His reply ‘I am He’, 
the crowd drew back and fell to the ground. (John is the only gospel to record this incident. I 
remember seeing it depicted in a mosaic in the chapel at the garden of Gethsemane in 
Jerusalem.)  

After a brief further exchange between Jesus and the crowd, He asked them to let His 
disciples go, fulfilling His comment that He lost no one.   

At this Simon drawers his sword and cuts off the ear of the high priest servant named 
Malchus. (It is fascinating to me that John does not tell us that Jesus healed the servant’s ear.)  

Jesus turns and scolds Peter, commanding him to put his sword away; This is why Jesus has 
come. Shall I not drink the cup the Father has given me? 

 



The soldiers arrest Jesus, bind Him and bring Him to Annas the father of Caiaphas the high 
priest that year. John reminds us that Caiaphas was the person who told the Jewish leaders it 
would be good if one man died for the people.  

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

This account is the beginning of Jesus’ atonement ordeal. As such it is probably the most 
important aspect of Jesus’ life and ministry. Through His arrest and subsequent execution Jesus 
pays the penalty for sin; those who believe in Him are redeemed through their belief in Jesus.  

Reading this account readers gain the understanding that Jesus is in control of the situation. 
The text says in verse 4 that Jesus knew all that was going to happen to Him. With that 
assurance John depicts Jesus as going out to His captors with a sense of destiny and boldness. 
He announces His presence and when they first hear His words they draw back and fall to the 
ground. He stops Peter from turning the evening into anything more chaotic and directs Peter 
to put his sword away that He is ready to accept all that is about to come. Jesus bargains for the 
lives of His disciples compelling the captors to release them; He is the one they want. And He is 
arrested without any other incident. John alone closes this element of Jesus’ final hours noting 
the words of Caiaphas that it would be better for the nation if one man were to die for the 
people. Thus, in the words of Caiaphas, John places Jesus’ fact that Jesus is dying for the people. 
If Caiaphas only knew the full extent of what he said.  

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

I am deeply touched by Jesus’ gift of His life for ours. His life for mine. It is all the more 
powerful reading this account with Holy Week and Easter still so vivid in my memory.  

Thank you, Jesus, thank you.  
 
 

Thursday, April 8: John 18:15-18 NIV2011 
15 Simon Peter and another disciple were following Jesus. Because this disciple was known to 

the high priest, he went with Jesus into the high priest’s courtyard, 16 but Peter had to wait outside 
at the door. The other disciple, who was known to the high priest, came back, spoke to the servant 
girl on duty there and brought Peter in.  

17 “You aren’t one of this man’s disciples too, are you?” she asked Peter.  
He replied, “I am not.”  
18 It was cold, and the servants and officials stood around a fire they had made to keep warm. 

Peter also was standing with them, warming himself.  
 

What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 
This is the account of Peter’s first denial of being a disciple of Jesus. 
With Jesus arrested Peter and another disciple follow Jesus. The other disciple was known 

to the high priest and so he was let into the inner courtyard. At first Peter was held outside but 
then the other disciple spoke to a servant girl and got Peter admitted to the inner courtyard. 
The servant girl must have recognized Peter (or picked up from his accent or because she knew 



the other man was a disciple of Jesus) queried Peter, ‘You aren't one of this man's disciples too, 
are you’?  

Peter denied it and began warming himself by the fire. 
 

What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

I see in this passage that at any moment we can be asked if we are a disciple of Jesus. And 
that these kinds of queries can come when we least expect it.  

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

Because John breaks up Peter’s denial with the events happening to Jesus, I am left to stew 
over this one. How do I react to being blindsided about my faith? Sadly, the mirror of my life 
reminds me that I have not always be very bold.  

Oh Lord, forgive me for the times I have denied You and not lived up to my calling as a 
follower of Jesus… Amen.  

 
 

Friday, April 9: John 18:19-27 NIV2011 
19 Meanwhile, the high priest questioned Jesus about his disciples and his teaching.  
20 “I have spoken openly to the world,” Jesus replied. “I always taught in synagogues or at the 

temple, where all the Jews come together. I said nothing in secret. 21 Why question me? Ask those 
who heard me. Surely they know what I said.”  

22 When Jesus said this, one of the officials nearby slapped him in the face. “Is this the way you 
answer the high priest?” he demanded.  

23 “If I said something wrong,” Jesus replied, “testify as to what is wrong. But if I spoke the 
truth, why did you strike me?” 24 Then Annas sent him bound to Caiaphas the high priest.  

25 Meanwhile, Simon Peter was still standing there warming himself. So they asked him, “You 
aren’t one of his disciples too, are you?”  

He denied it, saying, “I am not.”  
26 One of the high priest’s servants, a relative of the man whose ear Peter had cut off, 

challenged him, “Didn’t I see you with him in the garden?” 27 Again Peter denied it, and at that 
moment a rooster began to crow.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

The juxtaposition of these two stories makes Peter’s lie all the more stark.  
The High Priest questioned Jesus about His teachings and about His disciples. Jesus 

responds that He is always taught in the open where Jews gather. The inference being those in 
your number who heard Him could testify about it or others in the crowd who listened to Him 
could testify about it. Jesus in fact says this explicitly in verse 21. Why question me? Ask those 
who heard me. Surely they know what I said. 

At this someone in the High Priest’s entourage slapped Jesus in the face while questioning 
Jesus’ motives, ‘Is this any way to answer the High Priest’?  



Jesus retorts, “If I said something wrong, testify as to what is wrong. But if I spoke the truth, 
why did you strike me?” underscoring the truthfulness of Jesus in the face of inquisition and 
threat.  

Meanwhile simple people question Peter about his association with Jesus. John includes the 
word ‘meanwhile’ which emphasizes that both events are taking place simultaneously thus 
heightening the drama of the moment, particularly for Peter. Twice more Peter is asked if he is 
a disciple of Jesus; twice he denies it. As the second denial passes through Peter's lips a rooster 
begins to crow, thus fulfilling the word Jesus spoke to Peter about denying Jesus three times.  

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

This passage is part of the build up of Jesus’ passion narrative, as such it is part of our 
Salvation history. John is describing the steep road Jesus walks for our Salvation. As Jesus walks 
this horrendous road He maintains personal dignity in the face of insult. He maintains absolute 
integrity and truthfulness without any regard to the way His truthfulness might increase His 
suffering.  

Even as Jesus is being interrogated Peter, the face and often the voice of the disciples, is 
being questioned about his faith as well. Peter, like so many disciples, attempts to wriggle out 
of his situation through lies and deceit. He is caught by the words of the Lord when the rooster 
crows.  

This is a powerful picture of the difference between we mere humans and Jesus, the son of 
God . All too often we are less than honorable, we don't even live up to the high ideals of the 10 
Commandments.  

Jesus is going through what he is going through because we are who we are.  
This is the teachable moment of this text. This text underscores why we needed Jesus to 

come and save us.  
 

What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 
Through this passage my sin looms before me. I am reminded of Good Friday and all Jesus 

did to wash away my sin, to cleanse me from all unrighteousness, and to redeem me so that I 
might walk through faith in Jesus into God's family receiving eternal life and the joy of salvation.  

Thank you, Jesus, for every bruise, for every moment as You walk humanity's salvation road 
for us, for me. Amen.  

 
 

Saturday, April 10: John 18:28-40 NIV2011 
28 Then the Jewish leaders took Jesus from Caiaphas to the palace of the Roman governor. By 

now it was early morning, and to avoid ceremonial uncleanness they did not enter the palace, 
because they wanted to be able to eat the Passover. 29 So Pilate came out to them and asked, 
“What charges are you bringing against this man?”  

30 “If he were not a criminal,” they replied, “we would not have handed him over to you.”  
31 Pilate said, “Take him yourselves and judge him by your own law.”  
“But we have no right to execute anyone,” they objected. 32 This took place to fulfill what Jesus 

had said about the kind of death he was going to die.  



33 Pilate then went back inside the palace, summoned Jesus and asked him, “Are you the king 
of the Jews?”  

34 “Is that your own idea,” Jesus asked, “or did others talk to you about me?”  
35 “Am I a Jew?” Pilate replied. “Your own people and chief priests handed you over to me. 

What is it you have done?”  
36 Jesus said, “My kingdom is not of this world. If it were, my servants would fight to prevent 

my arrest by the Jewish leaders. But now my kingdom is from another place.”  
37 “You are a king, then!” said Pilate.  
Jesus answered, “You say that I am a king. In fact, the reason I was born and came into the 

world is to testify to the truth. Everyone on the side of truth listens to me.”  
38 “What is truth?” retorted Pilate. With this he went out again to the Jews gathered there 

and said, “I find no basis for a charge against him. 39 But it is your custom for me to release to you 
one prisoner at the time of the Passover. Do you want me to release ‘the king of the Jews’?”  

40 They shouted back, “No, not him! Give us Barabbas!” Now Barabbas had taken part in an 
uprising. 

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

The saga of Jesus’ Salvation road continues. Jesus is transferred from the high priest to the 
Roman governor, Pilate. It is early in the morning and the Jewish officials will not enter the 
Pilate’s Palace so that they can maintain ritual purity in order to celebrate the Passover . 

Pilate comes out and has an exchange with the leaders as to why their handing Jesus over 
to him. Religious leader’s bottom line is that their law will not allow them to execute Jesus, 
which through this statement is clearly their hope and intention.  

Next Pilate questions Jesus, asking Him, ‘are you the king of the Jews’? Jesus and Pilate go 
back and forth a bit. Eventually Jesus says, ‘my Kingdom is not of this world’... Pilate responds 
‘You are a King then’! To which Jesus responds, ‘the reason I was born and came into the world 
is to testify to the truth. Everyone on the side of truth listens to me’.  

At this Pilate responds with his famous question, ‘What is truth’? He then goes out to the 
Jews and tells them he finds no basis to charge Jesus. The shrewd Pilate attempts navigate the 
tensions of the moment by asking the Jews whether they want him to release ‘the king of the 
Jews’?  

The Jews shout back, ‘No, not him! Give us Barabbas’! This is one of the truly sad moments 
in the gospel, Jesus is rejected by his own people. We're finally told that Barabbas had taken 
part in an uprising. He was a violent scallywag.  

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

This passage is the next stage in Jesus’ walk on our Salvation road towards the cross. I 
believe part of the importance of this and the entire journey to the cross is simply to learn and 
realize what Jesus went through so that our salvation could be procured.  

Pilate’s question, ‘what is truth', is one of those big questions that everyone should wrestle 
with. But the text does not explain God's answer in any way.  

 



The rejection by the people of Jesus in favor of Barabbas remains a frightening reminder for 
all of us how easy it is for us to reject or deny Jesus. Reminded that this story follows quickly on 
the heels of Peter's denial of Jesus only serves to underscore the real dangers of denial and 
rejection of Jesus… 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

I remain amazed by Jesus, totally calm under pressure. Unlike me, Jesus acts as if He is in 
control. Jesus remains fully truthful and Jesus stands His ground while understanding that He 
still will give His life willingly for me, for the world. Watching Jesus, I see again and again how 
much growth and maturity I still need. I have such a long way to go in order for me to be a 
faithful, effective and true ‘little Christ’ in this world.  

 
 

Sunday, April 11, 2021 - Sunday Worship  
 
 

If any of my thoughts or the Bible readings spark questions send an email reply and I will do my 
best to answer all questions from people on the list… I will answer personal questions privately; 
general questions will be answered in a subsequent email installment.  
 
If you are reading along with me from the Living Hope website you can send questions or request 
being placed on the weekly email list by emailing Lisa at office@LivingHopeCT.org.   

 
 

Click here for an audio link to my sermons, https://livinghopect.org/resources/audio-sermons. 
Sermons are generally posted within 2 days. We also livestream our full services which are up on our 
YouTube channel, https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgKURRsbX92qqIFgDF1iRWA 

 


