
The Weekly Word 
March 29 – April 4, 2021 

 
Hello Reading the Bible readers. This week we meditate upon John 15-16.  Because the 

chapters for this week did not easily fall into 6 chuncks, I decided to spend a couple of days in two 
sections that seemed to be rich in application. May the Lord bless us as we sit with Hhis word. 
Happy reading… 

Grace and Peace, Bill  

 
To hear the Bible read click this link… http://www.biblegateway.com/resources/audio/. 

 

 

Monday, March 29: John 15:1-8 NIV2011 
1 “I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. 2 He cuts off every branch in me that 

bears no fruit, while every branch that does bear fruit he prunes so that it will be even more 
fruitful. 3 You are already clean because of the word I have spoken to you. 4 Remain in me, as I 
also remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine. Neither can you 
bear fruit unless you remain in me.  

5 “I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and I in you, you will bear much 
fruit; apart from me you can do nothing. 6 If you do not remain in me, you are like a branch that 
is thrown away and withers; such branches are picked up, thrown into the fire and burned. 7 If 
you remain in me and my words remain in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for 
you. 8 This is to my Father’s glory, that you bear much fruit, showing yourselves to be my 
disciples.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

Jesus opens with another ‘I am’ statement. I am the Vine, opens Jesus. From this opening 
Jesus launches into a vine management illustration. Jesus tells us that the Father who is the 
gardener cuts off any vine that does not bear fruit. This will make the vine even more fruitful. 
Jesus now springs off the illustration to remind Hhis disciples that they are clean and even more 
importantly they must remain in Hhim. A branch can't bear fruit if it is not attached to the vine. 
Explaining this Jesus uses the word “remain” three times in two brief sentences. 

In verse 5 Jesus repeats Hhis statement, I am the Vine followed with the line you are the 
branches. The word ‘remain’ is prominent in Jesus’ is words. If you remain in Mme and I in you, 
you will bear much fruit. This is a statement of fact. Jesus concludes with Hhis strong 
statement, apart from me you can do nothing. At this point Jesus looks at the other side of the 
coin speaking to those who do not remain in Hhim. If someone does not remain in Jesus they 
will be thrown away and burned in the fire. At this point Jesus returns to those who remain in 
Hhim offering this promise, 7 If you remain in me and my words remain in you, ask whatever you 
wish, and it will be done for you. Bearing much fruit gives glory to the Father and shows that 
you are Jesus’ disciple.  

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 



The repeated use of the word ‘remain’ reveals the heart of this passage. Disciples 
(branches) are to remain in the vine, which is Jesus. To cut oneself off from the vine is to kill 
oneself and since vine-wood is useless for building it is thrown into the fire and burned. It has 
no other functional uses. This passage is a plea to remain connected in Jesus. It also offers us 
the blessing that remaining in Jesus means we have access to God the Ffather and can ask Hhim 
for whatever we need to produce fruit. And God will provide.  

Another reoccurring image from this passage is that by remaining in Jesus a person will 
produce much fruit. With Jesus as ‘the vine’ we have all the nutrients we need in order to grow 
and flourish and produce much fruit. 

As people of ‘the vine’ we should naturally be producing much fruit.   
 

What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 
This passage has me thinking about fruit producing... By remaining in Jesus my life should be 

producing much fruit., Iis it? People coming to faith, people growing in faith, acts of mercy and 
kindness being liberally distributed through my life., Ppraise to God issuing from my life and the 
lives of people I touch in Jesus’ name… The list goes on. 

Much fruit is living a life that honors Jesus and points others to Jesus… 
 
 

Tuesday, March 30: John 15:9-17 NIV2011 
9 “As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Now remain in my love. 10 If you keep my 

commands, you will remain in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commands and remain in 
his love. 11 I have told you this so that my joy may be in you and that your joy may be complete. 
12 My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you. 13 Greater love has no one than this: 
to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. 14 You are my friends if you do what I command. 15 I no 
longer call you servants, because a servant does not know his master’s business. Instead, I have 
called you friends, for everything that I learned from my Father I have made known to you. 
16 You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you so that you might go and bear 
fruit—fruit that will last—and so that whatever you ask in my name the Father will give you. 
17 This is my command: Love each other.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

This passage is a continuation of our reading from yesterday. That becomes eminently clear 
as we hear the word ‘remain’ used again plus the call to keep the Father's commands and the 
idea of bearing much fruit. All of these are continuations from yesterday's lesson.  

Jesus opens with a statement about love, as the Father has loved me, so I have loved you 
now remain in my love. From here Jesus calls Hhis followers to keep Hhis commands and Hhe 
uses as an example Hhimself in that Hhe kept Hhis Father's commands. It is by keeping Hhis 
commands that we remain in Hhis love and we learn that as we remain in Hhis love our joy will 
be complete  

In verse 12 we have one of the most recognized lines from the gospel. My command is this: 
love each other as I have loved you. Greater love has no one than this: to lay down one's life for 
one's friends. At this point Jesus calls Hhis disciples friends and there is a powerful reason 
behind this. Up until this point they have been called ‘servants’ but servants do not know their 



master’s business. The inference is that now as friends we do know our master, God the 
Father's business. Jesus then affirms that we did not choose Hhim but that Hhe chose us and 
Hhe chose us and appointed us to bear fruit. With this understanding that we are chosen and 
appointed to bear fruit Jesus bids us that whatever we ask in Hhis name our Father will give us. 
[I note that the promise of God answering whatever we ask in Jesus’ name is tied to the idea 
that we bear much fruit. It is not a carte bBlanche God’s promise that whatever we want for 
ourselves God will grant.  Rather Jesus is telling us that as we remain so as to bear fruit 
whatever we need in order to bear fruit will be given to us from God the Father.] 

This paragraph concludes with Jesus’ call to love each other.  
 

What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

Certainly, one of the messages to Christians of all time and in every place is the idea that we 
must remain in Jesus and that means to obey and follow Hhis commands. This passage also 
underscores the reality that Our Calling as disciples is to bear fruit, that's fruit for the Kingdom 
as we learned yesterday. Now we add to these two understandings the great call of love we are 
to love one another and that there is no greater love than to lay one's life down for someone 
else. This is exemplified in Jesus, obviously, as Hhe goes to the cross. But it certainly is intended 
to live in us as people of love who love others even to the point of giving our own life for them.  

The church and the people who make up the church are to be people who love one another 
and love the world so that in that love people will see Jesus.s, Also that in that love, fruit may 
be sown and fruit may be harvested for the Kingdom of God. If we are to remain in Jesus and 
follow Hhis commands then love is how we will live because Jesus’ command is this; love one 
another as I have loved you.  

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

Am I loving? This is the sure and certain sign that I am remaining in Jesus and obeying Hhis 
commands that I love others as Jesus has loved me.  

I am also touched by the fact that Jesus calls me friends. And today I saw for the first time 
that being called a friend is a high privilege because I have been granted understanding of God's 
business. Therefore, I need to cooperate with and work to advance God's business which is to 
bear Kingdom fruit through my life. Am I bearing fruit?  

These two questions drive what the Sspirit is saying to me today.  
 
 

Wednesday, March 31: John 15:18-25 NIV2011 
18  19 If you belonged to the world, it would love you as its own. As it is, you do not belong to 

the world, but I have chosen you out of the world. That is why the world hates you. 20 Remember 
what I told you: ‘A servant is not greater than his master.’ t If they persecuted me, they will 
persecute you also. If they obeyed my teaching, they will obey yours also. 21 They will treat you 
this way because of my name, for they do not know the one who sent me. 22 If I had not come 
and spoken to them, they would not be guilty of sin; but now they have no excuse for their sin. 
23 Whoever hates me hates my Father as well. 24 If I had not done among them the works no one 



else did, they would not be guilty of sin. As it is, they have seen, and yet they have hated both 
me and my Father. 25  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

Jesus’ words are stark. “If the world hates you, keep in mind that it hated me first. After this 
opening Jesus states clearly that we do not belong to this world. [Our allegiance our citizenship 
is in the kingdom of God not the kingdom of this world.] 

Jesus’ message grows even stronger, a servant is not greater than his or her Master. If they 
persecuted Jesus, they will persecute us, followers of Jesus. Jesus’ statement does not use 
‘may’ persecute or ‘might’ persecute it uses ‘will’ persecute. On the flip side if people obey 
Jesus they will also obey the (faithful to Jesus) teachings of those who follow Jesus. People will 
treat us the way they will treated Jesus, because we are followers of Jesus.  

With an eye on the Jewish leaders (and political leaders) Jesus states that because Hhe 
came they have no excuse for their sin, implying the actions they will take against followers of 
Jesus and Jesus Hhimself. He then reminds us of the stark truth, Whoever hates me hates my 
Father as well.  

Again, Jesus makes it clear that because people rejected Hhis works among them, that no 
one else had ever done, they are now caught in their sin and because they hated Hhim they 
hated the Father. He closes using a scripture to show that this fulfills the law, But this is to fulfill 
what is written in their Law: ‘They hated me without reason.’   

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

At the heart of this passage is the sad truth that like Jesus, our Lord and Mmaster, we who 
follow Hhim will at times be hated by the people of our society and persecuted by people in our 
society. God will hold people accountable for their actions but that gives little consolation as we 
are being hated and persecuted for believing and following Jesus.  

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

I need to accept the fact that some people simply will not like or even tolerate my life, my 
beliefs, and my social stances when they are built on my faith in Jesus. As a caution to myself I 
want to add that I need to make sure that my belief, my life and my social stances are truly built 
on the teaching and emulation of Jesus and not on other societal or cultural foundations.  

Having written the above I feel the internal need to say to my Lord Jesus, “Wwhere you lead 
I will follow and what comes my way for following you, I will accept wheeather good or bad”. I 
am yours Jesus and my deepest desire is to live faithfully for Yyou in my world, community and 
family.” Amen.   

 
 

Thursday, April 1: John 15:26-16:15 NIV2011 
26 “When the Advocate comes, whom I will send to you from the Father—the Spirit of truth 

who goes out from the Father—he will testify about me. 27 And you also must testify, for you 
have been with me from the beginning.  



16 “All this I have told you so that you will not fall away. 2 They will put you out of the 
synagogue; in fact, the time is coming when anyone who kills you will think they are offering a 
service to God. 3 They will do such things because they have not known the Father or me. 4 I have 
told you this, so that when their time comes you will remember that I warned you about them. I 
did not tell you this from the beginning because I was with you, 5 but now I am going to him who 
sent me. None of you asks me, ‘Where are you going?’ 6 Rather, you are filled with grief because 
I have said these things. 7 But very truly I tell you, it is for your good that I am going away. 
Unless I go away, the Advocate will not come to you; but if I go, I will send him to you. 8 When he 
comes, he will prove the world to be in the wrong about sin and righteousness and judgment: 
9 about sin, because people do not believe in me; 10 about righteousness, because I am going to 
the Father, where you can see me no longer; 11 and about judgment, because the prince of this 
world now stands condemned.  

12 “I have much more to say to you, more than you can now bear. 13 But when he, the Spirit 
of truth, comes, he will guide you into all the truth. He will not speak on his own; he will speak 
only what he hears, and he will tell you what is yet to come. 14 He will glorify me because it is 
from me that he will receive what he will make known to you. 15 All that belongs to the Father is 
mine. That is why I said the Spirit will receive from me what he will make known to you.”  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

Jesus is speaking with Hhis disciples about the time that is coming when Hhe, Jesus, will no 
longer be with them. Jesus is doing this, so that knowing this will happen, they will stay strong 
in Hhim.  

Jesus emphasizes two facets of that coming time, one good and one bad.  
The bad facet, the time after Jesus leaves will be pockmarked with trouble. Followers will be 

put out of the synagogue and potentially even be put to death. During that time, followers will 
testify to Jesus… Their persecutors will believe that they are serving God, but they are not. They 
do not know Jesus or the Father. Again, Jesus is telling them all this so that they do not fall 
away and that when this happens, they will remember Jesus prepped them.  

The good facet of Jesus’ leaving is that Jesus and the Father will send the Advocate, the 
Spirit of truth. Until Jesus leaves the Spirit cannot be sent, thus it is good that Jesus leaves. The 
Spirit serves a number of functions. The Spirit will prove the world to be in the wrong about sin 
and righteousness and judgment… The Spirit will also will guide you [disciples] into all the truth. 
He will not speak on his own; he will speak only what he hears, and he will tell you what is yet to 
come. The Spirit will make known what Hhe hears froorm Jesus, who in turn hears form from 
the Father. As such the Spirit will glorify Jesus… 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

As a Christian the world is not our friend; the world will at times be savage against us. Our 
task is to testify to the world of Jesus, for which the world may hate us. We need to be braced 
for this. Still, all is not ‘doom and gloom’ because the Father and the Son will send the 
Advocate, the Spirit of truth, who will instruct us in the ways of Jesus. Thus, the Spirit will build 
faith in us as we testify to Jesus in the world. Simply put, this is the message Jesus is telling Hhis 
disciples back then and throughew them to us today.  



 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

I am being reminded by this passage how important it is for me to be able to distinguish and 
learn from the Spirit so that I can affectively testify about Jesus to my world. I cannot be an 
effective witness on my own. I can only be an effective witness as a faithful disciple if I cultivate 
a life that listens to the Holy Spirit, that takes deep into my life the teachings of the Sspirit 
which are the teachings of Jesus and thus grow in maturity.  

Opening my life to the work of the Sspirit is being faithful to Jesus.  
 
 

Friday, April 2: John 15:26-16:15 NIV2011 

Note while I am reading the same passage as yesterday, I will concentrate primarily on the 
final paragraph during my devotion. Re-reading paragraphs one and two place the last 
paragraph in its appropriate context. 

26 “When the Advocate comes, whom I will send to you from the Father—the Spirit of truth 
who goes out from the Father—he will testify about me. 27 And you also must testify, for you 
have been with me from the beginning.  

16 “All this I have told you so that you will not fall away. 2 They will put you out of the 
synagogue; in fact, the time is coming when anyone who kills you will think they are offering a 
service to God. 3 They will do such things because they have not known the Father or me. 4 I have 
told you this, so that when their time comes you will remember that I warned you about them. I 
did not tell you this from the beginning because I was with you, 5 but now I am going to him who 
sent me. None of you asks me, ‘Where are you going?’ 6 Rather, you are filled with grief because 
I have said these things. 7 But very truly I tell you, it is for your good that I am going away. 
Unless I go away, the Advocate will not come to you; but if I go, I will send him to you. 8 When he 
comes, he will prove the world to be in the wrong about sin and righteousness and judgment: 
9 about sin, because people do not believe in me; 10 about righteousness, because I am going to 
the Father, where you can see me no longer; 11 and about judgment, because the prince of this 
world now stands condemned.  

12 “I have much more to say to you, more than you can now bear. 13 But when he, the Spirit 
of truth, comes, he will guide you into all the truth. He will not speak on his own; he will speak 
only what he hears, and he will tell you what is yet to come. 14 He will glorify me because it is 
from me that he will receive what he will make known to you. 15 All that belongs to the Father is 
mine. That is why I said the Spirit will receive from me what he will make known to you.”  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

Jesus could not possibly teach Hhis followers everything they needed to know in order to 
live a God-honoring world-evangelizing lives. So, Jesus and the Father will send the Holy Spirit -
the Advocated, the Spirit of Truth. 

It is the Spirit’s task to lead believers to all truth. The Spirit isn’t some independent voice. 
Instead, Hhe speaks what Hhe hears Jesus speak, which we know from previous teachings is 
what the Father teaches. Thus, Spirit, Jesus, Father -the Trinity -are all working from the same 
script. 



The Spirit’s teaching will glorify the Son, because Hhe is passing alonge what Jesus has to 
give… 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

In this passage we observe the inner workings of the Ggodhead. While the word Trinity is 
not used, this passage goes a long way in helping us understand the connected workings of our 
Trinity God -Father, Jesus, Spirit. 

When we add today’s reading to others that explain how Jesus is in the Father and the 
Father in the Son we recognize how the church has developed the understanding of the Trinity, 
one God, three persons. Today’s reading helps explain how the Holy Spirit fits in the equation. 
The Spirit is indispensable. With Jesus back on the throne in Heaven, the Spirit becomes the 
agency of God in the world today. And where Jesus was only one person in one location, the 
Spirit can blanket the world as Hhe works with believers across the globe.  

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

Through this passage the Spirit is reminding me about great work of bringing me (and all 
believers) into all truth. The Spirit takes the ancient word and connects it with my world, 
culture and situation so that I can discern through Hhis voice how to live faithfully in my world.  

Oh, Holy Spirit, teach me and lead me into truth. Lead me to know Jesus more and more so 
that my life reflects a growing and maturing follower of Jesus. May You, Oh Holy Spirit, together 
with Jesus and the Father receive honor and glory through my living. In Jesus’ name I pray. 
Amen. 

 
 

Saturday, April 3: John 16:16-33 NIV2011 
16 Jesus went on to say, “In a little while you will see me no more, and then after a little while 

you will see me.”  
17 At this, some of his disciples said to one another, “What does he mean by saying, ‘In a 

little while you will see me no more, and then after a little while you will see me,’ and ‘Because I 
am going to the Father’?” 18 They kept asking, “What does he mean by ‘a little while’? We don’t 
understand what he is saying.”  

19 Jesus saw that they wanted to ask him about this, so he said to them, “Are you asking one 
another what I meant when I said, ‘In a little while you will see me no more, and then after a 
little while you will see me’? 20 Very truly I tell you, you will weep and mourn while the world 
rejoices. You will grieve, but your grief will turn to joy. 21 A woman giving birth to a child has 
pain because her time has come; but when her baby is born she forgets the anguish because of 
her joy that a child is born into the world. 22 So with you: Now is your time of grief, but I will see 
you again and you will rejoice, and no one will take away your joy. 23 In that day you will no 
longer ask me anything. Very truly I tell you, my Father will give you whatever you ask in my 
name. 24 Until now you have not asked for anything in my name. Ask and you will receive, and 
your joy will be complete.  

25 “Though I have been speaking figuratively, a time is coming when I will no longer use this 
kind of language but will tell you plainly about my Father. 26 In that day you will ask in my name. 



I am not saying that I will ask the Father on your behalf. 27 No, the Father himself loves you 
because you have loved me and have believed that I came from God. 28 I came from the Father 
and entered the world; now I am leaving the world and going back to the Father.”  

29 Then Jesus’ disciples said, “Now you are speaking clearly and without figures of speech. 
30 Now we can see that you know all things and that you do not even need to have anyone ask 
you questions. This makes us believe that you came from God.”  

31 “Do you now believe?” Jesus replied. 32 “A time is coming and in fact has come when you 
will be scattered, each to your own home. You will leave me all alone. Yet I am not alone, for my 
Father is with me.  

33 “I have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace. In this world you will 
have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world.” 

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

In preparing his disciples for his leaving Jesus told them, “In a little while you will see me no 
more, and then after a little while you will see me.” The disciples didn't understand and spoke 
to one another trying to figureing out what Jesus meant. Jesus’ perceptive, as usual, saw their 
wonderings…  

Jesus explained that they would mourn and weep for a while; the world will rejoice during 
this time. It would be like a woman in labor who is in pain after she gives birth the pain is gone. 
His disciples were in the time of labor and they would experience some pain. But a time will 
come when they will see Jesus again and then they will rejoice.  

Jesus followed up with more encouragement. First, when that day comes no one will be 
able to take away their joy. Second, the Father will give them whatever they ask in Jesus’ name. 
Jesus went on to say, up to now you haven't asked for anything ask and you will receive and 
your joy will be complete.  

Jesus continued explaining that in the future Hhe would no longer need to use figurative 
language but would explain things to them plainly. And that the Father loves them because 
they have loved Jesus. Then Jesus said plainly, I came from the Father an entered this world; 
Now I am leaving the world and going back to the Father. At this the disciples said now Jesus is 
talking clearly; they no longer need to ask any which anyone what you mean. This made them 
believe that Hhe is from God.  

Jesus questioned them, Do you now believe me? Then he gave them another slice of what 
would happen in the future. A time is coming when you will be scattered to your homes and 
you will leave me alone. Jesus went on to explain that when they desert ed Hhim, Hhe 
won’tasn't truly be alone, the Father would be with Hhim.  Then Jesus closed out this 
conversation by saying, I have told you these things so that in me you will have peace in the 
world you will have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

The message of this passage is that Jesus is leaving Hhis followers (after Hhis resurrection 
Jesus will return to the Father in heaven) but that Hhe will return and when Hhe does their joy 
will be complete. Until Hhe returns, they can ask the Father what they need and Hhe will grant 



it. It is helpful to remember in the previous paragraphs we learned that while Hhe is away the 
Advocate, the Spirit of truth, the Holy Spirit, will be with us so we are not alone.  

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

I am not being persecuted or any such thing, but sometimes it is a wonderful gift from God 
when Hhe reminds us that Jesus will return and when that occurs our joy will be complete and 
never ending.  

Thank you God, Father, Jesus and Holy Spirit, for the encouraging reminder that though 
Jesus has lefthave us, Jesus will return guaranteed!  

 
 

Sunday, April 4, 2021 – EASTER Sunday Worship  

 

 
If any of my thoughts or the Bible readings spark questions send an email reply and I will do my 
best to answer all questions from people on the list… I will answer personal questions privately; 
general questions will be answered in a subsequent email installment.  
 
If you are reading along with me from the Living Hope website you can send questions or request 
being placed on the weekly email list by emailing Lisa at office@LivingHopeCT.org.   

 
 

Click here for an audio link to my sermons, https://livinghopect.org/resources/audio-sermons. 
Sermons are generally posted within 2 days. We also livestream our full services which are up on our 
YouTube channel, https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgKURRsbX92qqIFgDF1iRWA 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://livinghopect.org/resources/audio-sermons
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgKURRsbX92qqIFgDF1iRWA

