
The Weekly Word 
March 22-28, 2021 

 
Hello Reading the Bible readers. This week we meditate upon John 13-14.  May the Lord 

bless us as we sit with His word. Happy reading… 
Grace and Peace, Bill  

 
To hear the Bible read click this link… http://www.biblegateway.com/resources/audio/. 

 
 

Monday, March 22: John 13:1-17 NIV2011 
1 It was just before the Passover Festival. Jesus knew that the hour had come for him to leave 

this world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to 
the end.  

2 The evening meal was in progress, and the devil had already prompted Judas, the son of 
Simon Iscariot, to betray Jesus. 3 Jesus knew that the Father had put all things under his power, 
and that he had come from God and was returning to God; 4 so he got up from the meal, took off 
his outer clothing, and wrapped a towel around his waist. 5 After that, he poured water into a 
basin and began to wash his disciples’ feet, drying them with the towel that was wrapped around 
him.  

6 He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, “Lord, are you going to wash my feet?”  
7 Jesus replied, “You do not realize now what I am doing, but later you will understand.”  
8 “No,” said Peter, “you shall never wash my feet.”  
Jesus answered, “Unless I wash you, you have no part with me.”  
9 “Then, Lord,” Simon Peter replied, “not just my feet but my hands and my head as well!”  



10 Jesus answered, “Those who have had a bath need only to wash their feet; their whole body 
is clean. And you are clean, though not every one of you.” 11 For he knew who was going to betray 
him, and that was why he said not every one was clean.  

12 When he had finished washing their feet, he put on his clothes and returned to his place. 
“Do you understand what I have done for you?” he asked them. 13 “You call me ‘Teacher’ and 
‘Lord,’ and rightly so, for that is what I am. 14 Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed 
your feet, you also should wash one another’s feet. 15 Very truly I tell you, no servant is greater 
than his master, nor is a messenger greater than the one who sent him. 17 Now that you know 
these things, you will be blessed if you do them.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

John does not include the traditional Last Supper in his Gospel but he does include this 
poignant foot washing event which clearly takes place during the Last Supper.  

John sets the scene of this section with two important statements. Jesus knew that the hour 
had come for him to leave this world and go to the Father. Clearly Jesus knew His identity and 
that the time had come for Him to return to the Father. This understanding gave Him the ability 
to serve as few teachers/leaders have ever served. 

Then John notes, Having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the end. 
What a powerful statement about Jesus is motivation not only for what He is about to do but 
for the cross which H,e will endure in short order. Jesus’ final words of the sentence, he loved 
them to the end, powerfully resonates within my soul.  

John heightens the suspense of the moment noting that Judas has already betrayed Jesus. 
John again reiterates that Jesus understands His connection with the Father and with that clear 
understanding of His identity He stands, takes off His outer clothing, wraps a towel around His 
waist, fills a basin and begins to wash the disciples’ feet.  



At this point John inserts a brief dialogue between Jesus and Peter. Peter is uncomfortable 
with Jesus washing his feet, certainly all the apostles were uncomfortable. Peter at first says, 
“No, you can't wash my feet.” Then Jesus says, “unless I wash your feet you have no part in 
me.” Peter, who is all in with Jesus, then says, “Wash my whole body.” Again, Jesus has to corral 
Peter’s exuberance reminding him that if you have bathed you only need to have your feet 
washed to be clean.  
    At this point John inserts the comment that you are clean though not everyone of you is 
clean. Thus, John explains that Jesus knew Judas was going to betray Him. [This addition 
underscores the love Jesus has for all of them that He would wash Judas’ feet even though He 
knew Judas betrayed Him.]  

Jesus returns to the table and interprets for them what just occurred. He, their teacher and 
rabbi, washed their feet, you also should wash one another’s feet, intones Jesus. You aren’t 
greater than Me so Now that you know these things, you will be blessed if you do them. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

In this passage the true posture of a disciple is described. Disciples wash feet. Disciples do 
what the lowest slaves do. Disciples do what is needed no matter what that might be. This is 
one of the strongest calls to service in the gospels made all the more powerful by the fact that 
it is acted out. It is not just a statement to be learned, it is a behavior to be emulated. 

Disciples serve… this is a message for all Jesus followers of every generation.  
 

What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 
The rippling circles of relationships are flashing through my mind. How can I serve… 
My wife 
My children and families 



Extended family 
Church family 
Church staff 
Neighbors and friends 
So on and so on 

How can I truly live a servant’s life??? Lead me, O Lord. Lead me… 
 
 

Tuesday, March 23: John 13:18-30 NIV2011 
18 “I am not referring to all of you; I know those I have chosen. But this is to fulfill this passage 

of Scripture: ‘He who shared my bread has turned r against me.’  
19 “I am telling you now before it happens, so that when it does happen you will believe that I 

am who I am. 20 Very truly I tell you, whoever accepts anyone I send accepts me; and whoever 
accepts me accepts the one who sent me.”  

21 After he had said this, Jesus was troubled in spirit and testified, “Very truly I tell you, one of 
you is going to betray me.”  

22 His disciples stared at one another, at a loss to know which of them he meant. 23 One of 
them, the disciple whom Jesus loved, was reclining next to him. 24 Simon Peter motioned to this 
disciple and said, “Ask him which one he means.”  

25 Leaning back against Jesus, he asked him, “Lord, who is it?”  
26 Jesus answered, “It is the one to whom I will give this piece of bread when I have dipped it 

in the dish.” Then, dipping the piece of bread, he gave it to Judas, the son of Simon Iscariot. 27 As 
soon as Judas took the bread, Satan entered into him.  

So Jesus told him, “What you are about to do, do quickly.” 28 But no one at the meal 
understood why Jesus said this to him. 29 Since Judas had charge of the money, some thought 



Jesus was telling him to buy what was needed for the festival, or to give something to the poor. 
30 As soon as Judas had taken the bread, he went out. And it was night.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

John continues to paint the details of the evening giving us clarity regarding the one who 
will betray Jesus. Quoting scripture to show that his betrayal is part of God's plan, Jesus tells 
them that what He is about to tell them is for their benefit so that when it happens, they will be 
able to remain faithful. Before He tells them that He will be betrayed He again connects Himself 
to the Father and belief in Him to belief in the Father. 20 Very truly I tell you, whoever accepts 
anyone I send accepts me; and whoever accepts me accepts the one who sent me.” 

Next Jesus tells them clearly that one of them will betray Him. They don't understand. John 
whispers to Peter to ask Jesus which one he means will betray Him. They really don't 
understand Jesus. It appears that John thought it could be any of the twelve which obviously 
includes himself. All of this adds up to the fact that they were not clear about the things Jesus 
was telling them.  

Answering Simon Peter’s question, Jesus says, “It is the one to whom I give this piece of 
bread after I dip it in the wine.” He then dips the bread and hands it to Judas. John notes that 
the devil enters Judas at that time. [Yet we already know that Judas has betrayed Jesus.]  

After giving Judas the piece of bread Jesus tells him to go and do quickly what he is about to 
do. The others don’t understand what’s going on. They figured that Jesus was having Judas, the 
one in charge of the team’s money, buy something for the festival. Judas leaves. 

John concludes the account with the ominous comment, And it was night. 
 

What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 



One, this passage lets us know that Jesus was in full control as the final things in His life 
unfold. It also tells us how much Jesus cares about His disciples; so much so that He gives them 
advance warning about some of the hard things that will happen, so that they remain faithful to 
Him.  

The reservation and concern by John not knowing who it was that would betray Jesus 
strikes a note of caution into the life of any believer. Could it be me? And while it turns out that 
only Judas betrayed Him, it is healthy for us to examine ourselves regularly regarding our 
faithfulness and fidelity to Jesus.  

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

I am stuck on this final thought… self-examination probing my life, asking hard questions so 
that I in fact remain faithful to Him… 

 
 

Wednesday, March 24: John 13:31-38 NIV2011 
31 When he was gone, Jesus said, “Now the Son of Man is glorified and God is glorified in him. 

32 If God is glorified in him, God will glorify the Son in himself, and will glorify him at once.  
33 “My children, I will be with you only a little longer. You will look for me, and just as I told the 

Jews, so I tell you now: Where I am going, you cannot come.  
34 “A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one 

another. 35 By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.”  
36 Simon Peter asked him, “Lord, where are you going?”  
Jesus replied, “Where I am going, you cannot follow now, but you will follow later.”  
37 Peter asked, “Lord, why can’t I follow you now? I will lay down my life for you.”  
38 Then Jesus answered, “Will you really lay down your life for me? Very truly I tell you, before 

the rooster crows, you will disown me three times!  



 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

After Judas leaves Jesus begins to instruct His disciples further. First, He explains that now is 
the time for the Son of Man to be glorified. As He makes this statement, He makes it clear that 
when the Son of Man is glorified, God is glorified.  We see in this the integral connection 
between Jesus and God, the Father.  

Then Jesus brings up the concept that He will only be with them a little longer and that 
where He is going they cannot come. This idea brackets versus 34 and 35, so jumping to verse 
36. Simon asks directly, “Where are you going>”, to which Jesus replies, “You cannot follow Me 
now but you will later.” Simon replies, “Why can't we follow You? I will even lay down my life 
for you. Jesus queries Simon, “Will you really lay down your life for me?” At this point Jesus tells 
Peter that before the rooster crows he will disown Him three times.  

Returning to verses 34 and 35 Jesus explains it is a new command for them, love one 
another. He says that we are to have the same love for one another that Jesus had for us. Even 
more He says, that disciples should be known by the way we love one another.  

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

The teaching heart of this passage seems to be versus 34 and 35. 34 “A new command I give 
you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another. 35 By this everyone will 
know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.”  

I am reminded that the call to love is given shortly after Jesus washed the feet of the 
disciples. Love is not some squishy feeling; love is action. Love is washing one anothers’ feet. 
Love is giving one's life on the cross for the sins of the world. Love is healing crowds after a long 
day or teaching with authority in a synagogue knowing that some will ridicule you but teaching 
God's word and the truth of God's word is what is important.  



Love is action and it is by love that we, who call Jesus ‘Lord’, are to be known as Jesus put it 
so clearly, By this-LOVE -everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.  

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

Do I love? Do I truly love others? 
 
 

Thursday, March 25: 14:1-4 NIV2011 
1 “Do not let your hearts be troubled. You believe in God; believe also in me. 2 My Father’s 

house has many rooms; if that were not so, would I have told you that I am going there to 
prepare a place for you? 3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you 
to be with me that you also may be where I am. 4 You know the way to the place where I am 
going.”  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

The paragraph opens with an invitation to believe in Jesus as you believe in God. Jesus goes 
on to say that His Father’s house has many rooms and that He is going there to prepare a place 
for ‘you’ -His disciples. He also said He will come back and that ‘you’ disciples are to be where 
He is going and that they know the way to where He is going. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

This opens with yet another declaration that belief in God means one should believe in Him. 
After that, through the lens of history, Jesus speaks about preparing a place for His many 
disciples in heaven, where He is going after His death and resurrection. [The disciples listening 



to Jesus probably didn’t understand this at the time.] But it is quite evident that this is what 
John was telling the world through his Gospel.  

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

I have security… Jesus will make sure that I and all His followers are escorted into eternity 
with Jesus and the Father. I can rest at night knowing my salvation is in Jesus’ hands.  

 
 

Friday, March 26: 14:5-14 NIV2011 
5 Thomas said to him, “Lord, we don’t know where you are going, so how can we know the 

way?”  
6 Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except 

through me. 7 If you really know me, you will know my Father as well. From now on, you do know 
him and have seen him.”  

8 Philip said, “Lord, show us the Father and that will be enough for us.”  
9 Jesus answered: “Don’t you know me, Philip, even after I have been among you such a long 

time? Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 
10 Don’t you believe that I am in the Father, and that the Father is in me? The words I say to you I 
do not speak on my own authority. Rather, it is the Father, living in me, who is doing his work. 
11 Believe me when I say that I am in the Father and the Father is in me; or at least believe on the 
evidence of the works themselves. 12 Very truly I tell you, whoever believes in me will do the works 
I have been doing, and they will do even greater things than these, because I am going to the 
Father. 13 And I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father may be glorified in the 
Son. 14 You may ask me for anything in my name, and I will do it.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 



For a short passage this passage includes a number of important truths. It continues from 
yesterday’s passage. Thomas comments that they [the disciples] don’t know where Jesus is 
going and therefore do not know the way. This leads to one of Jesus’ well known ‘I am’ 
statements.  

Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except 
through me. Jesus continues that if a person knows Him they know the Father. After this Jesus 
makes the astounding statement, “From now on, you do know him and have seen him”. The 
inference is that in and through Jesus they have seen the Father!  

In an exchange with Philip Jesus reinforces this truth saying, “Anyone who has seen me has 
seen the Father.” Jesus builds on this topic continuing, “Don’t you believe that I am in the 
Father, and that the Father is in me?” 

Jesus continues this point even deeper, exclaiming that it is the Father living in Him that 
does the works He is doing. [Jesus is teaching that His connection with the Father is palpable.] 
Jesus concludes this section about Him and the Father calling the disciples to believe Him when 
He says He is in the Father and the Father is in Him. And in conclusion saying, “If you don't 
believe this teaching, at least believe the evidence of the works He has been doing.  

Now comes the third important concept, those who believe in Jesus will continue to do the 
works he is doing, and they will even do greater works than Jesus has been doing. The ability of 
followers to do greater works is because Jesus will go to the Father. The teaching about ‘greater 
works’ concludes with an invitation to prayer for power to do greater works. Jesus concludes, 
And I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son. You 
may ask me for anything in my name, and I will do it.   

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 



These few sentences are filled with rich teaching. First, Jesus is the Way the Truth and the 
Life and the only way to the Father is through Jesus. This is a profound teaching about the 
exclusive way of Jesus. All religions do not lead to the same destination.  

Second, Jesus expounds that He and the Father are one, that They are in each other, and 
that the work He does is actually the work of the Father. For Jews this must have been a 
particularly difficult teaching to understand or believe in because Jesus is clearly equating 
Himself with God the Father.  

Third, His followers will do the works Jesus did and even greater works. Referring to ‘greater 
works’, Jesus could be speaking about the magnitude of works, i.e. His followers will do even 
more astounding miracles than He did, or He could refer to the amount or extent of the works, 
in that His followers will do more works than Jesus did. Either way the church should 
understand that Jesus’ followers are to continue the works of Jesus, preaching, teaching, and 
bringing to bear the power of God on the lives of individuals.  

There is so much in these few verses on which to chew and meditate.  
 

What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 
I am overwhelmed by the message of this passage. And I am convicted that I need to open 

my life up more fully to doing the works of Jesus today. Lord Jesus, open my eyes to see the 
works You would have me do today, that I might be Your agent in the world today as You were 
the Father's agent in the world back when Your feet walked the dusty trails of life. Jesus, I pray 
this in Your name acknowledging that You are Lord, God, and my Savior. Amen 

 
 

Saturday, March 27: John 14:15-31 NIV2011 
15 “If you love me, keep my commands. 16 And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another 

advocate to help you and be with you forever—17 the Spirit of truth. The world cannot accept him, 



because it neither sees him nor knows him. But you know him, for he lives with you and will be in 
you. 18 I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you. 19 Before long, the world will not see me 
anymore, but you will see me. Because I live, you also will live. 20 On that day you will realize that 
I am in my Father, and you are in me, and I am in you. 21 Whoever has my commands and keeps 
them is the one who loves me. The one who loves me will be loved by my Father, and I too will 
love them and show myself to them.”  

22 Then Judas (not Judas Iscariot) said, “But, Lord, why do you intend to show yourself to us 
and not to the world?”  

23 Jesus replied, “Anyone who loves me will obey my teaching. My Father will love them, and 
we will come to them and make our home with them. 24 Anyone who does not love me will not 
obey my teaching. These words you hear are not my own; they belong to the Father who sent me.  

25 “All this I have spoken while still with you. 26 But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the 
Father will send in my name, will teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have said 
to you. 27 Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do 
not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid.  

28 “You heard me say, ‘I am going away and I am coming back to you.’ If you loved me, you 
would be glad that I am going to the Father, for the Father is greater than I. 29 I have told you now 
before it happens, so that when it does happen you will believe. 30 I will not say much more to you, 
for the prince of this world is coming. He has no hold over me, 31 but he comes so that the world 
may learn that I love the Father and do exactly what my Father has commanded me.  

“Come now; let us leave. 
 

What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 
In the opening paragraph Jesus equates obedience to Him with love for Him. In other 

words, those who love Him will obey His commandments. Jesus also explains that He will have 
the Father send the Advocate, the Truth to be with us and in us. Jesus also mentions that 



before long the world will not see Him anymore, an apparent reference to His death, but we 
will see Him. He goes on to say, “Because I live you also will live.” The ones who love Jesus will 
also be loved by the Father and by Jesus.  

Judas interrupts Jesus with a question. But Jesus does not entertain Judas’ question, rather 
He continues building upon His opening thought. “Anyone who loves me will obey my teaching… 
those who love Jesus will be loved by the Father who will make His home with them. Jesus then 
clarifies the inverse, “If you don't obey His teachings you don't love Him.” Again, obedience and 
love are connected. Jesus also notes that these are not merely His teachings but the Father's 
teachings.  

Jesus now tells them that the Advocate, the Spirit of Truth, who is sent by the Father in 
Jesus’ name, will teach us all things and remind us of everything Jesus has spoken. Jesus then 
blesses the disciples by giving them His peace, exhorting them to not allow their hearts to be 
troubled or to be afraid.  

Jesus is going away but His followers should be glad that He's going away because He is 
going to the Father and the Father is greater than He is. He reminds them that He is telling 
them these things so that when it happens they will believe. [For Jesus aiding the disciples in 
belief is his highest goal.] Jesus explains that the prince of this world is coming, but the prince 
has no hold on him. And through the things that will happen they will learn that Jesus loves the 
Father and does exactly what the Father commands Him to do.  

At this point they leave the table… 
 

What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

In this passage we learn about the sending of the Holy Spirit, the Advocate, the Spirit of 
Truth. We learn that He is sent by the Father in the name of Jesus, thus we have the words of 
the Creed regarding the Spirit being sent by the Father and the Son.  



We also learn that the devil, Satan, prince of this world, has no hold on Jesus. What will 
happen after this evening -the crucifixion -is Jesus obeying the will of the Father whom He 
loves?  

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

I need to trust the ongoing will and way of the Father as Jesus trusted the Father. I need to 
open my ears to the voice of the Advocate, the Spirit of Truth, which God has placed within me 
to guide me to understand the teachings of Jesus in the will of God.  

 
 

Sunday, March 28, 2021 - Sunday Worship  
 
 

If any of my thoughts or the Bible readings spark questions send an email reply and I will do my 
best to answer all questions from people on the list… I will answer personal questions privately; 
general questions will be answered in a subsequent email installment.  
 
If you are reading along with me from the Living Hope website you can send questions or request 
being placed on the weekly email list by emailing Lisa at office@LivingHopeCT.org.   

 
 

Click here for an audio link to my sermons, https://livinghopect.org/resources/audio-sermons. 
Sermons are generally posted within 2 days. We also livestream our full services which are up on our 
YouTube channel, https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgKURRsbX92qqIFgDF1iRWA 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 


